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Jesus is the Anointed One – The Christ –

He came to the Jordan to be Baptized for our Sake 

The One Who meets John the Baptist at the River Jordan, near Jericho, is named Jesus. He is the

Incarnate Word and the son of Mary, whom we celebrate on Christmas.  He is the One on

whom the Light of His Nativity shines. In the Old Testament, this Anointed One of His eternal

Father was also known as: Lord God, “I AM the I AM”, YHWH, and also the Christ . 

To most, this One divine Person, entering the waters with John, is assumed to be just another

human, being just like John - no more, no less.  As the only son of Mary, this may have seemed

reasonable .  Moreover, He likely earned a few cuts and bruises in need of Mom’s help .  

Yet if the Old Testament was taught as given, they might have recalled the words of the Prophets

Amos and Isaiah, regarding the coming birth of the Anointed One - the Christ – to a Virgin

worthy to contain the Word. Yet like Moses, there was no personal name for the “I AM”. 

It was not until Archangel Gabriel in Luke, that the One born to Mary , Who is the One High

Priest forever (Obadiah 17, OSB), is given the personal name - Jesus. Why? Because He is the

One Who Delivers and brings Salvation, through the Grace of His Incarnational Wisdom.     

Yet the wonder of His Nativity and Baptism continues. Here we learn, by revelation, the “I” of

the I AM, is a divine Person named Jesus  - not a human person. And in His “AM-ness”, He is

both the Son of His Unbegotten Father, sharing fully in the same One being – the Immanuel,

and second,  Jesus is fully and completely,  the Son of Man through Mary – the Child .   

And as this mystery of the “I AM” unravels, by way of His Incarnation, we begin to further see

and better grasp the benefits of our being likened unto Him – being fully man and son of man.

And this truth is from in the beginning and helps explain how each person - each “I” with

his/her “am' - has the potential and promise to know His eternal Father and participate in

eternal life , through and only through Jesus the Christ, the I AM, Who Is YHWH, our Father. 

May the gifts of His Nativity and Baptism keep our hearts soft, as we look to His Life-giving Cross.
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