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A STUDENT ASKS:
WOULD ST. ATHANASIUS WITHSTAND

THE THEOLOGICAL DEBATES OF OUR DAY?

RETURNING TO GOSPEL OF JOHN 

See the enclosed
coupon for our 
next booklet.

St. Athanasius Academy of Orthodox Theology
PO Box 1205, Elk Grove, CA 95759-1205

The Most Rev. Metropolitan PHILIP, Primate                        The V. Rev. Fr. Jon Braun, President
July 2012

Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

Dear Student,

St. Athanasius was called great for having no flaws in his doctrinal teachings, being key to defeating the

Arian heresy at the First Ecumenical Council, with his teachings setting the tone for the next Six. 

His ability to distinguish Jesus as the promised One, the enhypostatic Christ – fully God, full man; Son

of God, Son of Man, is excellent.  His detailed discussion of the Cross, and refutation of both Jews and

Gentiles, proved his understanding the Old Testament Septuagint and inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

I would agree, much of what we read, with its endless quotations, is often based upon a Western bias

favoring human reasoning and feel-good emotions. However such emphasis leads one to rely too much

on the mortal, irrational brain, than on one’s rational,  immortal soul in communion with the Lord. 

 Consider John the Baptist knowing the Lord long before his lungs and brain were fully functioning.

As C.S. Lewis indicates, the more ancient saints – closest to the Seven Ecumenical Councils – more

often provides a better description of His Perfect plan for our salvation through the His Incarnation.;

replacing hopelessness, with the joy of Him and His promises, the very anchor our very faith.

Our prisoner-students often find the teachings of St. Athanasius to be a breath of fresh air, in a prison

world of guilt, shame, and unworthiness. They are now grasping the reason and purpose of  repentance

and humility, coming to their dignity and natural goodness of being created in the beauty and awe

of His Image and Likeness – He, Who only asks for faith in return. 

In the hope of this truth, and the grace of His compassion, they are becoming evermore well-pleasing

to Him. They shine forth the renewal, restoration, redemption, and reconciliation that comes to those

who ask His help.  In exchange, the Lord helps wash, cleanse, and heal them as He inter-acts with them

and they participate in His Mercy.  The Lord loves and honors all His Creation.

The teachings of St. Athanasius dispel the falsehoods of Jesus our Christ, and misunderstandings of

death,  His words renew our faith and build our hope in Him, the Word Incarnate – the One Who

promised the thief he would be with Him in Paradise this day.  This shuts the door on all Gnostic views

of death, evil flesh, wretched souls, and wicked heart.  The answer is YES,  and people are listening. 

Let us continue seeking His Truth, covered by His Hands of Grace.

In Christ, Jesus, Who re-opened Paradise, 
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