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Syria in Pain
The Horrors of War



Since the so-called Arab Spring began in 
 Libya in 2011, we have seen the devastation and 
destruction of that Arab country by Libyan and 
NATO forces. This Arab Spring has since spread 
to Tunisia and Egypt, the most populated Arab 
country. This fire has burned relentlessly in Gaza 
and all of Palestine since 1948. It is spreading 
into Jordan, Bahrain, and Iraq and has caused 
the most devastation in Syria, where many of us 
have ancestral roots. Unfortunately, the American 
and European news outlets are not reporting such 
stories to the world, neither through the written 
word nor graphic photographs like the ones you 
see in this sad issue of The WORD magazine. The 
WORD has been able to obtain these pictures and 
information from reliable sources. Syria has been 
most victimized and experienced the most devas-
tation by this seemingly endless war. The WORD 
believes that the only country that can bring 
peace to this most explosive region of the world 
is the United States of America, because America 
has leverage over Israel, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Tur-
key and Europe.

For more than two years, a savage war has 
been raging in Syria. It has consumed more than 
100,000 Syrians and left thousands of refugees 
in Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Canada, and Austra-
lia, to name a few. Billions of dollars have been 
lost in the properties of cities like Damascus and 
its suburbs, Dara’a, al-Kousyr, Homs, Hama, Al-
lepo, Deir al-Zoor and others in Northern Syria. 
Our distinguished President, Barak Obama, and 
our Secretary of State, John Kerry, have been call-
ing the world to arm the rebels (the Free Syrian 
Army) to continue the fight and topple the regime 

of President Bashar al-Assad. We do believe that 
there must be a peaceful solution to this war in 
Syria; If it continues, however, it may burn the 
whole Middle East, including our American in-
terests in the region. Therefore, one might ask 
what the solution is. Surely it is not more arms for 
Syrians to kill each other. What Syria needs is a 
peace conference between the Syrian regime and 
the opposition, supervised by the United Nations.

Syria does not need more arms. Syria needs 
more financial aid, more relief to millions of Syr-
ians who have lost everything and more relief to 
thousands of Syrian refugees in Lebanon and oth-
er countries. The war in Syria is also shaking the 
political situation in Lebanon. This is precisely 
why the Lebanese have not been able to form a 
government or agree on a new parliamentary law. 
No, Mr. President, and no, Mr. Secretary of State, 
arming Syrians against Syrians will not bring 
peace to Syria; instead, more war and bloodshed. 
What Syria needs most of all is peace, “for blessed 
are the peace-makers, for they shall be called chil-
dren of God” (Matthew 5:9).

Lastly, it pains us beyond measure that two of 
our venerable Orthodox archbishops have been 
kidnapped while on a humanitarian mission in 
the suburbs of Allepo and have yet to be found. 
We ask all peace-loving people to pray for their 
release from captivity, because in our liturgy we 
always pray for captives and for their  salvation.

May Christ, who is our Peace, grant our lead-
ers wisdom and understanding, and to all our vic-
tims and martyrs of this so-called Arab-Spring, 
rest and eternal life.

Metropolitan PHILIP
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Arab Spring or  
Tornado?



What Syria 
needs most 
of all is 
peace, for 
“blessed are 
the peace-
makers, for 
they shall 
be called 
children of 
God 

Matthew 5:9



Syria does  
not need  

more arms. 
Syria  

needs more  
financial aid, 

more relief  
for millions of 

Syrians who 
have lost  

everything, 
and more  
relief for  

thousands of 
Syrian  

refugees in 
Lebanon  

and other 
countries.
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We do believe that there must be a  
peaceful solution to this war in Syria.  

If it continues, however, it may burn the 
whole Middle East, including our  
American interests in the region.  

Therefore, one might ask what the  
solution is. Surely it is not more arms  

for Syrians to kill each other.
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May Christ, who is our Peace, grant our leaders wisdom and  
understanding, and to all our victims and martyrs of this so-called 
Arab-Spring, rest and eternal life.
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This also extends to the rest of creation, to 
which we similarly belong spiritually, not just 
through the possession of DNA (to which St. 
Gregory of Nyssa stipulates in his work On the 
Making of Man). We have the same Creator. The 
Scriptural mandate, “Be fruitful and multiply; 
fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 
air, and over every living thing that moves 
on the earth” (Genesis 1:28), applies not just to 
procreation. More fundamentally, it commands us 
to “be fruitful and multiply” in the gifts of the 
Spirit, to “fill the earth” with the word of God, 
“and subdue it” to His will; while the instruction 
to “have dominion” applies to our stewardship 
of creation (Genesis 2:15, 19), rather than refer-
ring to our historical tyranny over it.

This is expressed in the Church in our theol-
ogy, in which we are called to be Prophet, Priest 
and King. We are called to be the Prophet (“fill the 
earth”), so that, when they say, “Thus saith the 
Lord,” what follows is truly from the Lord (Luke 
1:70; Matthew 7:15–23, 10:19–20; Acts 2:29–31). 
We are also called to be the Priest (“be fruitful 
and multiply”), to bring all people and things 
closer to God, offering them to Him and receiv-
ing them in their pre-fallen state. We see this with 
those brought to Baptism, or with the water at the 
Great Blessing, or with the bread and wine in the 
Eucharist. Finally, we are called to be the King 
(“subdue it; have dominion”), to care for all of 
God’s creation in accordance with His will. In do-
ing so, we ceaselessly attempt to be  God’s instru-
ments in the restoration of Eden on earth, an event 
that will only come to pass at the Last Judgment. 
I say “attempt” because we are imperfect and our 
efforts will always come up short. In the liturgical 
services we pray “that we may complete the re-
maining time of our lives in peace and repen-
tance,” acknowledging that our lives are a process 
of missing the mark (sin), repenting, missing the 
mark again (less often and less severely each time, 
one would hope) and repenting again. Similarly, in 
our fulfillment of our aforementioned calling, we 
follow a similar pattern. Thus, St. Paul refers to 
the Christian life as a “race” (Hebrews 12:1–2, 1 
Corinthians 9:24–27), not a high jump: something 
that takes great endurance.

Finally, the reward for this effort is eternal 
life with Christ (Matthew 25:34; 1 Thessalonians 
4:17), while the recompense of those who reject 
this way of life is eternal separation from Christ 
(Matthew 25:30, 41; 8:12; Luke 13:24–28; John 
5:28–29). Thus Christianity, specifically Ortho-
dox Christianity, but also those traditions which 
faithfully preserve a remnant of the True Faith, is 
not a mere moral code (nor even a mere human 
institution): it is life in Christ and the eternal pro-
cess – in this world and the next – of coming into 
ever closer communion with Him, and through 
Him with all His creation from and to all eternity.

Christ is no mere moral teacher or philoso-
pher, but the true God-Man, Creator, Savior and 
Redeemer of the world, whom St. John describes 
as follows: “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made through Him, and with-
out Him nothing was made that was made. 
In Him was life, and the life was the light of 
men …. And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth …. And of His fullness we 
have all received, and grace for grace ….  For 
the law was given through Moses, but grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one 
has seen God at any time. The only-begotten 
Son, Who is in the bosom of the Father, He 
has declared Him” (John 1:1–4, 14, 16–18; see 
also Genesis 1:1–2, 26, and Proverbs 8:22–31). 
We learn, too, that, “whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16), for He is “the way, the truth” (John 
14:6a), “the resurrection and the life” (John 
11:25) of all who believe, and the only true route 
to the Father (John 14:6b).

No moral code or ethical construct can com-
pare with the all-encompassing and transcen-
dent grace and power of Jesus Christ, God the 
Father, and the Holy Spirit, nor should any try, 
or try to diminish or hide this fundamental and 
irrefutable truth.

Daniel M. Manzuk
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Let’s be clear, Christianity does involve improved relations among people, as expressed in the afore-
mentioned Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:2–17), the “Golden Rule” (Matthew 7:12), and the “New Com-
mandment” (John13:31–35), among other Scriptures (for example, Romans 12:9–21 and 15:1–6, and Galatians 6:1–2). It 
is simultaneously concerned with allowing each person to reach his or her full potential with freedom 
from anxiety (Luke12:22–34 and Matthew 11:30), and with development of his or her God-given abilities (Mat-

thew 25:14–30 and 1 Corinthians 12). This is so because – and here Christianity transcends any mere moral 
code – we are all members of the same body (Romans 12:4–5), what affects one, spiritually as well as 
secularly or externally, affects all of the Church. That effect, too, extends into the next world, for we 
are also one with our brothers and sisters who have gone before us and our actions here are felt by 
them (Luke 15:10, Hebrews 12:1, 1 Corinthians 6:2, Ephesians 2:19, 1 Thessalonians 4:13–16). This is part of the reason 
that we pray for the un-canonized departed, singing “Memory Eternal” for them, depict the canon-
ized departed (saints) in icons, and pray to them. We are all members of each other spiritually, not just 
through similar DNA (1 Corinthians 12:13 and Galatians 3:28).

Christianity – So Much More
Than a Moral Code



“Because of your 
unbelief; for assur-
edly, I say to you, 
if you have faith as 
a mustard seed, 
you will say to this 
mountain, ‘Move 
from here to there,’ 
and it will move; 
and nothing will be 
impossible for you. 
However, this kind 
does not go out ex-
cept by prayer and 
fasting” (Matthew 
17:19–21).

In recent years, many ministers and televange-
lists have propagated what some call “cotton-can-
dy Christianity/theology,” meaning the notion that 
the Christian way should be easy, uncomplicated 
and effortless. Not surprisingly, their worship cen-
ters are packed with thousands who like this form 
of Christianity; unfortunately for them, this vision 
of Christianity is wholly contrary to the reality 
taught by Christ. It has often been said that some-
thing worth having is worth striving for; according 
to Christ, eternal life is one of those things. It has 
also been said that American citizenship – trying 
to voice your opinion while someone else presents 
one completely contrary to yours, and doing this 
respectfully – is not easy. Christianity is far harder 
than that. 

Consider fundamental truths: we have One 
God in Three Persons (Genesis 1:26; Matthew 
3:16–17), and one Person is simultaneously fully 

mortal and fully divine (John 1:1,14); a virgin 
conceives a child without any human seed, and 
the same woman gives birth yet remains a virgin 
(Matthew 1:18–25); and bread and wine become 
fully the body and blood of Christ while remain-
ing fully bread and wine (John 6:22–59; Matthew 
26:26–28; 1 Corinthians 11:27–29). All these defy 
logic, but logic is not determinative of what can 
and cannot happen, as Christ points out: “With 
men it is impossible, but not with God; for with 
God all things are possible” (Mark 10:27). Saint 
Paul expands on this theme:

Let no one deceive himself. If anyone 
among you seems to be wise in this age, let 
him become a fool that he may become wise. 
For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God. For it is written, “He catches the 
wise in their own craftiness”; and again, “The 

Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they 
are futile.” Therefore let no one boast in men 
(1 Corinthians 3:18–20).

And how are we saved? The all-powerful Savior 
achieves victory over those who oppose Him by 
being convicted in a show trial, tortured and ex-
ecuted by them in the most heinous and accursed 
manner possible:

If a man has committed a sin deserving of 
death, and he is put to death, and you hang 
him on a tree, his body shall not remain over-
night on the tree, but you shall surely bury 
him that day, so that you do not defi le the land 
which the Lord your God is giving you as an 
inheritance; for he who is hanged is accursed 
of God (Deuteronomy 21:22–23).

Jesus said to him, “It is as you said. Nev-
ertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see 
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the 
Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, 
“He has spoken blasphemy! What further 
need do we have of witnesses? Look, now 
you have heard His blasphemy! What do you 
think?” They answered and said, “He is de-
serving of death” (Matthew 26:64–66).

This also fl ies in the face of worldly wisdom and 
logic; but again, worldly logic is not authoritative, 
as Saint Paul points out:

For the message of the cross is foolish-
ness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. For it 
is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and bring to nothing the understanding 
of the prudent.” Where is the wise? Where is 
the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world through wisdom did not know God, it 
pleased God through the foolishness of the 
message preached to save those who believe. 
For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek af-
ter wisdom; but we preach Christ crucifi ed, to 
the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks 
foolishness, but to those who are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men, and the weakness 

of God is stronger than men (1 Corinthians 
1:18–25; vs. 19: Isaiah 29:14).

Note that few of the televangelists who adhere 
to this form of diluted Christianity have so much 
as a bare Cross, much less a crucifi x, anywhere on 
their stage; because the Cross and all that derives 
from it, are too challenging for their simplistic 
 theology. 

It takes effort to believe these things – along 
with all the doctrines which grow out of them. 
Thus Christ challenges us to have faith as small as 
a mustard seed, for

Jesus said, “To what shall we liken the 
kingdom of God? Or with what parable shall 
we picture it? It is like a mustard seed which, 
when it is sown on the ground, is smaller than 
all the seeds on earth; but when it is sown, 
it grows up and becomes greater than all 
herbs, and shoots out large branches, so that 
the birds of the air may nest under its shade” 
(Mark 4:30–32).

And again:

Then the disciples came to Jesus privately 
and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” So 
Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; 
for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith 
as a mustard seed, you will say to this moun-
tain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will 
move; and nothing will be impossible for you. 
However, this kind does not go out except by 
prayer and fasting” (Matthew 17:19–21).

Jesus points out how challenging just having 
faith is in the Parable of the Sower:

“Therefore hear the parable of 
the sower: When anyone hears 
the word of the kingdom, and 
does not understand it, then 
the wicked one comes and 
snatches away what was sown 
in his heart. This is he who re-
ceived seed by the wayside. But 
he who received the seed on 
stony places, this is he who hears 
the word and immediately receives it 
with joy; yet he has no root in him-
self, but endures only for a while. For 
when tribulation or persecution arises be-
cause of the word, immediately he stumbles. 
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Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way 
that leads to  destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 

Because narrow is the gate and diffi cult is the way which leads to life, 
and there are few who fi nd it. (Matthew 7:13–14)

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I – I took the one less traveled by,
and that has made all the difference. (Robert Frost)

O
n 

“C
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n-candy” Christianity
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be skipped or made easier by man; only God can 
make the struggle of a Christian life easier and that 
is only possible if we participate in His struggle:

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My 
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My 
burden is light” (Matthew 11:28–30; see also 
Luke 9:23–26).

Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanc-
tify the people with His own blood, suffered 
outside the gate. Therefore let us go forth to 
Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach 
(Hebrews 13:12–13).

Lest I should be exalted above measure by 
the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the 
flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan 
to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 
Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord 
three times that it might depart from me. And 
He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmi-
ties, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, 
in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong (2 Corinthians 12:7–
10; see also Galatians 6:14, 17).

The only thing that makes the burden light is 
that you share the burden with Him: “Cast your 
burden on the Lord, and He shall sustain you; He 
shall never permit the righteous to be moved,” 
(Psalm 55:22); and through Him with our fellow 
Christians: “Bear one another’s burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).

The essence of all this is that Christianity is 
NOT intended by its Founder and Master to be 
easy or comfortable

“Do not think that I came to bring peace 
on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a 
sword. For I have come to ‘set a man against 
his father, a daughter against her mother, and 
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; 
and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his own 
household.’ He who loves father or mother 
more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he 
who loves son or daughter more than Me is 

not worthy of Me. And he who does not take 
his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of 
Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he 
who loses his life for My sake will find it” (Mat-
thew 10:34–39).

It is intended to be a struggle through which 
those who truly desire Him will be revealed by 
their faith and works, as stated in the Wisdom of 
Solomon (3:5–6):

Having been disciplined a little, they will 
receive great good, because God tested them 
and found them worthy of Himself; like gold in 
the furnace He tried them, and like a sacrifi-
cial burnt offering He accepted them.

Similarly, those who prefer worldly pursuits 
will be revealed by their lack of faith and attendant 
actions (Matthew 7:15–20; Luke 12:13–21; John 
3:18–21; Galatians 5:16–21; James 2:14–26).

Those who subscribe to Christianity-made-easy 
attempt to skirt all of this with what is in essence a 
message of “I’m OK, you’re OK.” “Say that you ac-
cept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior 
and you are in.” Yet we all share an addiction called 
sin and live in a world which constantly tempts us 
to give in to that addiction. The approach I am de-
scribing is tantamount to taking an alcoholic to a 
brewery and having him or her say “I am no lon-
ger an alcoholic”; without effort and struggle, that 
alcoholic will soon be off the wagon, never to get 
back on. The addiction to sin is our Cross – which 
takes a different form for everyone. Carrying and 
struggling with this cross – with Christ’s help – is 
the only way to overcome it, as Christ overcame 
Death through His Cross. As none of us is perfect, 
that struggle will continue to the end of our earthly 
lives. This is why we pray in nearly every service: 
“That we may complete the remaining time of our 
lives in peace and repentance, let us ask of the 
Lord.”

Nothing in the Bible promises comfort in this 
life or implies – in any way – that being a follower 
of Christ is easy or effortless. Having faith is dif-
ficult and living by that faith is equally difficult; yet 
for those you take up the challenge, the reward 
is great, for “He who endures to the end shall be 
saved” (Matthew 24:13).

Daniel M. Manzuk

Now he who received seed among the thorns 
is he who hears the word, and the cares of this 
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke 
the word, and he becomes unfruitful. But he 
who received seed on the good ground is he 
who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hun-
dredfold, some sixty, some thirty” (Matthew 
13:18–23).

It is not enough to have faith and “accept  Jesus 
Christ as my (personal) Lord and Savior.” You must 
live according to His commandments, for

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 
Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in Thy name, cast out 
demons in Thy name, and done many wonders 
in Thy name?’ And then I will declare to them, 
‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 
practice lawlessness!’” (Matthew 7:21–23).

And as difficult as having faith is, Christ prom-
ises that living that faith will be even harder, as 
stated in the fundamental requirement He gives 
for discipleship:

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
My sake will save it. For what profit is it to a 
man if he gains the whole world, and is himself 
destroyed or lost? For whoever is ashamed of 
Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will 
be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, 
and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels” 
(Luke 9:23–26).

And again:

“But I say to you who hear: Love your en-
emies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, and pray for those 
who spitefully use you. To him who strikes 
you on the one cheek, offer the other also. 
And from him who takes away your cloak, 
do not withhold your tunic either. Give to 
everyone who asks of you. And from him 
who takes away your goods do not ask them 
back. And just as you want men to do to you, 
you also do to them likewise. But if you love 

those who love you, what credit is that to 
you? For even sinners love those who love 
them. And if you do good to those who do 
good to you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same. And if you lend to 
those from whom you hope to receive back, 
what credit is that to you? For even sinners 
lend to sinners to receive as much back. But 
love your enemies, do good, and lend, hop-
ing for nothing in return; and your reward 
will be great, and you will be sons of the 
Most High; for He is kind to the unthankful 
and evil. Therefore be merciful, just as your 
Father also is merciful” (Luke 6:27–36).

Saint James expounds on this, saying

My brethren, count it all joy when you 
fall into various trials, knowing that the test-
ing of your faith produces patience. But let 
patience have its perfect work, that you may 
be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of 
God, Who gives to all liberally and without 
reproach, and it will be given to him. But let 
him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he 
who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven 
and tossed by the wind; for let not that man 
suppose that he will receive anything from 
the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unsta-
ble in all his ways. Blessed is the man who 
endures temptation; for when he has been 
approved, he will receive the crown of life 
which the Lord has promised to those who 
love Him. Let no one say when he is tempted, 
“I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt 
anyone. But each one is tempted when he is 
drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 
Then, when desire has conceived, it gives 
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my 
beloved brethren. Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and comes down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there 
is no variation or shadow of turning. Of His 
own will He brought us forth by the word of 
truth, that we might be a kind of first-fruits 
of His creatures (James 1:2–8, 12–18).

As Saint James points out, there is a reward at 
the end of one’s struggle, but the struggle cannot 

My brethren, count 
it all joy when you 

fall into various 
trials, knowing that 
the testing of your 

faith produces 
patience. But let 
patience have its 

perfect work, that 
you may be per-

fect and complete, 
lacking nothing. 

As Saint James 
points out, there is a 
reward at the end of 
one’s struggle, but 
the struggle cannot 
be skipped or made 
easier by man; only 
God can make the 
struggle of a Chris-
tian life easier and 
that is only possible 
if we participate in 
His struggle.
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 In the waning years of the twentieth century, a 
well-known politician took ownership of the prov-
erb, “It takes a village to raise a child.” The ori-
gin of this quote is disputed (some writers have 
traced it back to tales told across Africa, while 
others have attributed it to Native American cul-
ture). No matter what its history, the words them-
selves have been interpreted to mean that it takes 
a communal effort to raise a child.

This writer would submit that the faithful of 
the Antiochian Archdiocese could add anoth-
er word to this well-worn proverb: “It takes an 
Antiochian Village to raise a child!” Since the 
dedication of this sacred place by His Eminence 
Metropolitan PHILIP in the fall of 1979, the An-
tiochian Village has served as a haven for Ortho-
doxy throughout North America. 

The Antiochian Village has seen the formation 
of life-long friendships, memories, and marriag-
es. In more than forty years the Village has grown 
to over 380 acres. It houses numerous structures, 
including the Antiochian Village Camp, the Con-
ference and Retreat Center, the Heritage Museum 
and Library, and St. Ignatius Church. In addition, 
shrines to several of our beloved saints dot the 
landscape.

Yet all of this beauty was nearly destroyed in a 
matter of seconds on a beautiful summer day. On 
June 1, 2012, a tornado measuring 300 yards at 
its widest point was spotted only a few miles from 
the Antiochian Village. The tornado traveled eight 
miles along Pennsylvania Highway 711 through 
the nearby townships of Ligonier and Bolivar, 
damaging 75 homes.

As the tornado came closer, the Antiochian Vil-
lage staff and volunteers were in prayer at the St. 
Ignatius Church for a Paraklesis Service. Assis-
tant Camp Director Marek Simon witnessed the 
approach of the tornado and was able to move ev-
eryone to safety in the basement. Camp Director 

Fr. Anthony Yazge was not at the Village, but was 
driving to nearby Ligonier and missed the torna-
do by a matter of seconds. Through the grace of 
God, no one was injured.

At 5:20 p.m., the tornado hit the Antiochian 
Village with sustained winds of approximately 
125 miles per hour. While the tornado was on the 
“small end” of the rating scale (F1 on a fi ve-point 
system), the size of a tornado is not necessarily an 
indication of its intensity: large tornadoes can be 
weak, while “small tornadoes” can be violent. The 
tornado at the Antiochian Village would ultimate-
ly be classifi ed as “violent” because of the extent 
of the damage.

When the tornado disappeared, and the faith-
ful emerged – unscathed – from the church base-
ment, they discovered that 22 buildings had been 
damaged or destroyed. The worst damage was to 
the girls’ cabins at the Antiochian Village Camp. 
Four double cabins (containing 16 beds per cab-
in); one female staff cabin; one visiting clergy 
cabin; and two overfl ow cabins were completely 
destroyed. The remaining structures sustained 
varying degrees of damage: shingles missing 
from roofs, torn gutters, collapsed walls, col-
lapsed ceilings, or broken windows.

Also destroyed were over 600 trees, some of 
which formed a natural “privacy fence” near the 
girls’ section of the Village Camp. The damage 
clearly showed the path of the tornado. It had 
reduced to kindling many of the trees that had 
stood on the site for hundreds of years. Also, it 
damaged modern conveniences such as the wa-
ter and power supply, and the resulting electrical 
surge destroyed the motors that power the ther-
mostats in the Heritage & Learning Center’s Rare 
Book Room, and the Village’s sewage treatment 
plant. 

Byzantine 1, by Ta-
tiana Nikolova-Houston; 
acrylic, 2011. The 
design was inspired by 
a 12th-century Byzantine 
manuscript illumination 
accompanying Psalm 77.

New Exhibits at
the Antiochian 
Heritage Museum

The Antiochian Heritage Museum welcomes two new exhibits 
this summer! Gracing the center wall of our museum is Sacred 
Illuminations, a colorful exhibit inspired by Byzantine and Slavic 
manuscript design and the Bulgarian heritage of the artist, Ta-
tiana Nikolova-Houston. On loan from the Arab American Na-
tional Museum (AANM) in Dearborn, Michigan, is Little Syria, 
New York: An Immigrant Community’s Life and Legacy, celebrat-
ing the vibrant Syrian community which developed in New York 
City at the turn of the 20th century. 

Antiochian 
Village 

Tornado Relief 
Project
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June 6 – September 7, 2013

Thanks to a generous arrange-
ment with the Arab American 
National Museum (AANM), this 
unique and interactive exhibit is 
making a stop at the Antiochian 
Village from early June through 
early September, before it travels 
to its next venue in Minnesota. 

Little Syria, New York ex-
plores the period during the late 
1800s and early 1900s, when Ar-
abic-speaking immigrants began 
to settle on Washington Street in 

1

2

Antiochian Village Museum

lower Manhattan. Their entre-
preneurial spirit transformed 
the neighborhood, known as 
Little Syria, into a thriving com-
munity lined with shops, restau-
rants and coffeehouses – each 
furnished with signs written in 
their native Arabic. Here Arab- 
Americans raised their fami-
lies, educated their children, 
worshipped in churches and 
mosques, and gradually became 
part of the life of New York.

Although razed in the 1940s 
to make way for the Brooklyn-
Battery Tunnel, contributions of 
the community’s notable resi-
dents remain relevant, including 
those of world-renowned neigh-
borhood author/artist Kahlil 
Gibran; Ameen Rihani, found-
ing father of Arab-American lit-
erature; and Al-Hoda publishers 
Naoum and Salloum Mokarzel, 
whose work revolutionized jour-
nalism in the Arab world. This 
exhibition documents these 
stories and more, recognizing 
Little Syria’s contribution to 
the great city of New York and 
providing historical context to 
some of today’s pressing issues.

The exhibit includes several 
interactive stations and a short 
documentary film, in addition to 
artifact cases, and “content tow-
ers” that are designed to help 
immerse visitors in the stories 
of this unique immigrant neigh-
borhood. Little Syria, New 
York: An Immigrant Commu-
nity’s Life and Legacy was 
researched, developed and pro-
duced by the Arab American 
National Museum and is made 
possible in part by the Ford 
Foundation and the Arab Ameri-
can Community of New York. 

1. Al Hoda pub-
lishing company 
parade, in front of 
Al Hoda building.
Photo source:  
Mary Mokarzel and  
The University of  
Minnesota Immigration 
History Research Center

2. Children on 
shop steps in Little 
Syria, ca. 1929
Photo source: Library 
of Congress, Bain 
News Service

3.  Lower End Man-
hattan, 1916 Photo 
source: Ride’s New 
York City, Henry Holt 
and Company, 1916

4. Selling cool drinks in 
the Syrian quarter, ca. 
1920
Photo source: Library 
of Congress, Bain News 
Service

1

3

4
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Insurance adjusters determined that the damage to the An-
tiochian Village exceeded 1.3 million dollars. Even though the 
Archdiocese maintains an excellent insurance policy, the coverage 
would not pay for all the rebuilding that needed to be done. The 
depreciation of each of the destroyed buildings was taken into ac-
count, and trees that fell on either side of the roadways, walkways 
and trails were not covered by the insurance policy. 

In July 2012, a little over one month after the devastation oc-
curred, His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP did not hesitate when 
approaching the Antiochian Women with the call to “help us re-
build the Village!” Thus, the “Antiochian Village Tornado Relief 
Fund” was formed with great enthusiasm by the Antiochian Wom-
en of North America. During the months of October 2012 and 
February 2013, informational materials on the Project were sent 
to each church and mission in the Archdiocese, and funds have 
started to pour in.

In the meantime, the Antiochian Village is experiencing a “re-
birth.” Buildings that were damaged beyond repair have been de-
molished and rebuilt, damaged trees have been removed from the 
property, and the sound of hammers and saws fi ll the air. Monies 
from the Archdiocese’s insurance policy have been put to use in 
this rebuilding effort, but there is a long way to go to get the An-
tiochian Village back to its former glory.

We urge everyone in the Archdiocese to join us in this worthy 
project. Please ask your priest or your parish Antiochian Women’s 
President about how you can make a contribution. Donations by 
check or money order (made payable to “The North American 
Board”) can be mailed to NAB Treasurer Sherry Abraham Mor-
row, 4738 Cobblestone, Wichita, Kansas 67204. 

As always, the Antiochian Women have taken on this Project 
with great zeal and enthusiasm. Our motto is “A Sisterhood Serv-
ing Christ by Serving Others.” This we do with much joy! Please 
join us in the Antiochian Village Tornado Relief Fund, and help us 
heal this Holy Mountain of the Antiochian Archdiocese.

Dianne O’Regan, Vice-President and Project Coordinator
North American Board of the Antiochian Women

Member of St. Michael Church in Louisville, Kentucky

DAILY DEVOTIONS
JULY 2013

1.  ROMANS 2:28-3:16;  MATTHEW 6:31-34; 7:9-11

2. ROMANS 4:4-12; MATTHEW 7:15-21

3. ROMANS 4:13-25; MATTHEW 7:21-23 (FAST)

4. ROMANS 5:10-16; MATTHEW 8:23-27

5. ROMANS 5:17-6:2; MATTHEW 9:14-17 (FAST)

6. ROMANS 3:19-26; MATTHEW 7:1-8

7. GALATIANS 3:23-29; 4:1-5; MATTHEW 4:18-23

8. ROMANS 7:1-13; MATTHEW 9:36-10:8

9. ROMANS 7:14-8:2; MATTHEW 10:9-15

10. ROMANS 8:2-13; MATTHEW 10:16-22 (FAST)

11.  ROMANS 8:22-27; MATTHEW 10:23-31

12. ROMANS 9:6-19;

 MATTHEW 10:32-36, 11:1 (FAST)

13. ROMANS 3:28-4:3; MATTHEW 7:24-8:4

14. TITUS 3:8-15; MATTHEW 5:14-19

15. GALATIANS 1:11-19; JOHN 10:1-9

16. ROMANS 10:11-11:2; MATTHEW 11:16-20

17. ROMANS 11:2-12; MATTHEW 11:20-26 (FAST)

18. ROMANS 11:13-24; MATTHEW 11:27-30

19. ROMANS 11:25-36; MATTHEW 12:1-8 (FAST)

20. JAMES 5:10-20; LUKE 4:22-30

21. ROMANS 6:18-23; MATTHEW 8:5-13

22. ROMANS 12:4-5, 15-21; MATTHEW 12:9-13

23. ROMANS 14:9-18; MATTHEW 12:14-16, 22-30

24.  ROMANS 15:7-16; MATTHEW 12:38-45 (FAST)

25.  ROMANS 15:17-29; MATTHEW 12:46-13:3

26.  ROMANS 16:1-16; MATTHEW 13:4-9 (FAST)

27.  2 TIMOTHY 2:1-10; JOHN 15:17-16:2

28. ROMANS 10:1-10; MATTHEW 8:28-9:1

29. ROMANS 16:17-24; MATTHEW 13:10-23

30. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9; MATTHEW 13:24-30

31. 1 CORINTHIANS 2:9-3:8;

 MATTHEW 13:31-36 (FAST)

V. Rev. George Alberts
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Antiochian Village Tornado Relief Project
Continued from page 18

Sacred Illuminations
Open through February 28, 2014

Inspired by the elaborate and colorful designs of 
Slavic and Byzantine illuminated manuscripts, as 
well as the folk art of her native Bulgaria, Tati-
ana Nikolova-Houston’s artwork is rich in spiri-
tual and cultural tradition. A scholar of religious 
studies and library science, Tatiana earned both a 
Master’s degree and a Ph.D. from the University 
of Texas at Austin. She is a member of St. Elias 
Antiochian Orthodox Church in Austin, Texas, 
where she lives with her husband and daughter. 

After discovering little-known fourteenth-cen-
tury manuscripts deteriorating under poor con-
ditions in a monastery in Sophia, Bulgaria, and 
thanks to a generous grant from the Order of St. 
Ignatius of Antioch, Tatiana was able to spend a 
year there, working to preserve these rare trea-
sures. Her art stems from this experience, hon-
oring the scribes of old while also bringing their 
ancient traditions to life. As she observes, “Each 
pattern resembles a labyrinth of intertwining path-
ways … that lead to a unifying center where God 
resides. South Slavic manuscripts inspired me to 

preserve them as 
cultural artifacts, 
to study the 
messages they 
carried down 
through the 
ages, and to rec-
reate their pat-
terns. After I re-
alized their true 
value, I bowed 
to the scribes of 
old and vowed 
to bring their 
work to comple-
tion and perhaps 
to a new life. My 
work recreates 
the decorative 
patterns by fi lling 
the blank spaces 
with gold, bright 
colors, and pre-
cious jewels, to 

allow them to illuminate and inspire us, and unite 
us with God.”

Ten original works are on display in the muse-
um, and prints are also available for purchase in 
the Antiochian Village Bookstore and Gift Shop.

Titanic Connections:
Unique and Untold Stories

Open through February 28, 2014

Held over by popular demand is Titanic Connec-
tions: Unique and Untold Stories, which opened 
last year in honor of the hundredth anniversary of 
the Titanic tragedy. Through the stories of a few 
not-so-famous passengers, and one very famous 
one, the exhibit explores several unique Titanic 
connections – to this region, to the Antiochian 
heritage, and to the fabric of American life today. 
Did you know that a very special Syrian lady, born 
on Palm Sunday in 1874, survived the Titanic’s 
sinking? Her family went on to found the world-
famous Joy Cone Company (think ice cream!). 
And did you know that Saint Raphael conducted 
the funeral service for one of the Titanic victims 
at the Cathedral in Brooklyn? These stories and 
more are a part of this unique exhibit.

Plan your visit – 
and don’t miss these wonderful exhibits! 

If you are dropping off kids at Camp (or picking 
them up), be sure to stop by the Museum! Consid-
er planning a bus tour to the Village with a group 
from your parish or community. Experience these 
wonderful exhibits and the renowned beauty and 
hospitality of the Antiochian Village Conference 
Center, which includes delicious home-cooked 
meals served in The Cedars (our newly renovated 
banquet hall), comfortable hotel-style accom-
modations, and a peaceful Meditation Trail wind-
ing through nearby woods and meadows. Make 
it a real adventure by adding a day of shopping 
in charming and historic Ligonier, visiting other 
nearby attractions (such as Idlewild Park right 
here in Ligonier – voted Best Kids’ Park in the 
World!), the Flight 93 Memorial, or Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s architectural masterpiece, Fallingwater, 
the last two of which are within an hour or so of 
the Village. For further information or to book a 
group tour, please call 724-238-3677. 

cultural artifacts, 
to study the 
messages they 
carried down 
through the 
ages, and to rec-
reate their pat-
terns. After I re-
alized their true 
value, I bowed 
to the scribes of 
old and vowed 
to bring their 
work to comple-
tion and perhaps 
to a new life. My 
work recreates 
the decorative 
patterns by fi lling 
the blank spaces 
with gold, bright 
colors, and pre-
cious jewels, to 

The Cross, by  Tatiana 
Nikolova-Houston; 
acrylic and mosaic, 

2009. The pattern is 
based on an early 16th-

century manuscript.

Antiochian Village Museum
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It has been almost eight years since Hurricane 
Katrina devastated the city of New Orleans and 
drastically redefined the lives of thousands of peo-
ple. These eight years are a testament to the resil-
ience of the people of New Orleans, who love their 
home and who will continue to work tirelessly until 
their city is rebuilt and flourishing. The passing of 
time has also brought forth stories of great love 
and service from outsiders working to fulfill the 
vision of New Orleaners. From the massive num-
ber of organizations and volunteers who mobilized 
themselves for disaster relief in the weeks follow-
ing Katrina, to the more recent rebuilding of sec-
tions of the Lower Ninth Ward by celebrities such 
as Brad Pitt and Harry Connick, Jr., New Orleans 
has become a symbol not only of tragedy, but of 
charity, community, and strength.

Among the many organizations and people 
who have been integral to the rebuilding of New 
Orleans, two organizations who have stood by the 
Crescent City all along and continue to play an im-
portant part in its life are International Orthodox 
Christian Charities (IOCC) and Habitat for Hu-
manity. Few people know that IOCC was actually 
the first organization to be allowed to enter the city 
with buses to help evacuate some of the hundreds 
of people stranded at the Louis Armstrong Inter-
national Airport as the flood waters continued to 
cover the city in the days following Katrina. Since 
then, IOCC has sent over 40 groups to New Or-
leans to partner with Habitat for Humanity to help 
build new, affordable housing for New Orleaners. 
Prior to Hurricane Katrina, the St. Tammany West 
affiliate of Habitat for Humanity was building or 
remodeling an average of seven houses per year. 
Now, the number is closer to 50.

This March, Orthodox Christian Fellowship 
(OCF) had the opportunity to play a part in the 
incredible work that Habitat for Humanity and 
IOCC have done together in New Orleans. Led by 
the OCF North American Chaplain, Fr. Michael El-
lis, the IOCC Country Representative for the USA, 

Dan Christopulos, and myself, a group of nine 
college students, representing seven colleges and 
universities, spent their spring break laying roof-
ing, pouring concrete, cutting siding, digging gar-
dens, painting walls, installing countertops, and 
experiencing New Orleans as part of OCF’s series 
of alternative spring break trips, known as Real 
Break. Each Real Break trip is designed to pro-
vide Orthodox college students with an opportu-
nity to encounter Christ in others through service, 
prayer, fellowship, and education. 

This year’s Real Break trip to New Orleans is 
a prime example. Our OCF students spent their 
days working on site alongside Habitat for Hu-
manity employees and homeowners, volunteers 
from across the country,  and subcontractors, to 
complete many of the necessary projects involved 
in building a new home for the community. The 
students spent their evenings exploring the beauty 
and vibrancy of New Orleans, learning about the 
history of the city and the tragedy of Hurricane 
Katrina, praying with the historic community of 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, and com-
ing to love the people they encountered along the 
way. It was my hope that the students would leave 
New Orleans feeling not only that they had done a 
service project, but that they had witnessed Christ 
and the activity of His Holy Spirit throughout the 
city – in every person and in every neighborhood, 
especially in those places that have suffered great-
ly. One of the important ways in which we were 
able to do this was by setting aside time for reflec-
tion and conversation about our experiences – ex-
periences ranging from the museum dedicated to 
the story of Hurricane Katrina, to the offering up 
of our prayers in Paraklesis, to the diversity and 
culture of the many neighborhoods of the Big Easy.

Giving OCF students this well-rounded, spiri-
tually-grounded experience would not have been 
possible without our partnership with the IOCC. 
Through Mr. Christopulos, IOCC brought a level of 
knowledge and experience that our students need-
ed as an example for how they, too, can put their 
Orthodox faith into action in the world and how 

they can continue their service in the 
Church after graduation. I recall over-
hearing a number of conversations 
between Real Break participants 
and Mr. Christopulos about problems 
in the world that they as college stu-
dents were passionate about serving. 
There were intense discussions dis-
secting the global issues of poverty, 
hunger, illness, development, reli-
gion, race, politics, and disaster. We 
talked about how our Orthodox faith 
can offer hope and how, by working 
in solidarity with local communities 
in humility and love, we can offer 
sustainable solutions. One student 
said it this way, “Working with IOCC 
and Habitat for Humanity helped me 
understand how to put my faith into 
action in the world. I started to un-
derstand how my Orthodox life and 
my life outside the Church should be 
one and the same.” 

As a former Real Break partici-
pant myself, I can say with honesty 
that there is nothing quite like Real 
Break: Where else can Orthodox 
college students come together from 
all backgrounds and every part of the 

continent to serve Christ in such a deep, tangible, 
and meaningful way? Where else can they expe-
rience and makes sense of new cultures, poverty, 
persecution, sin, and salvation, in an environment 
of safety and love with the guidance of an Ortho-
dox priest? Where else can they so poignantly face 
their own humanity and the humanity of others 
from an Orthodox Christian perspective?

In the future, OCF hopes to continue partner-
ing with IOCC, as well as other organizations, to 
provide these transformative experiences through 
service on our Real Break trips, both domestical-
ly and internationally. This year, in addition to New 
Orleans, OCF students served in Constantinople, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Toronto, Mexico, and Los 
Angeles. To find out more about Real Break New 
Orleans or any of our other Real Break trips, you 
can go to our website, www.ocf.net, for archived 
photos, trip descriptions, videos, and podcasts, or 
e-mail us at info@ocf.net.

Understanding 
Tragedy

Real Break Heads Back to New Orleans!

Upper left:
Students digging 
garden bed

Top right:
Fr. Michael Ellis 
and  students clean-
ing work site.

Lower right:
Christina Andersen works 
on the construction.

Lower left:
Prayer service 
at work site
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I made one of the best decisions of my life 
when I chose to serve with the OCF Real Break 
mission trip to Constantinople. Initially, my plan 
for spring break was to spend a week in Alaska 
with my parents. That plan changed, however, last 
Christmas break, when I found out my two good 
friends, Mary Catherine Huneycutt and Mary 
Dahdouh, were going on the OCF trip. I shared 
the Real Break information with my parents, 
who instantly recognized what an amazing oppor-
tunity it would be for me. I still did not know what 
a life-changing experience this mission would be 
when I registered. 

This OCF Real Break trip is unlike any other, 
as Constantinople is a city steeped in Orthodox 
history. Tragically, Christ’s beautiful and signifi-
cant faith is being rooted out of Turkey. Today, 
about one percent of the population remains Or-
thodox. Our trip had three primary objectives: 
to serve the Church of Constantinople, to learn 
something of Constantinople’s extensive Ortho-
dox history, and to meet His All-Holiness, Ecu-
menical Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW. 

The first objective of this and every OCF 
Real Break mission trip is service in the form 
of manual labor. Unlike the other mission trips, 
however, we did not work to clean and refresh an 
orphanage, monastery, or church. Instead, as re-
quested by the Patriarch, our twenty-two-member 

team spent our time restor-
ing an unkempt and vandal-
ized Orthodox cemetery. To 
me, this seemed a little odd at 
first. Why weren’t we coming 
to the aid of the living rather 
than preserving the burial 
plots of the dead? I quickly 
began to realize the impor-
tance of the assignment, or 
rather, I thought I did. I fig-
ured that by restoring the 
graves, we offered respect, 
remembrance, and rever-
ence to those brothers and 
sisters who have gone before 
us (and who have few family 
members, or none, left in Tur-
key to keep their graves). Our 
efforts would also encourage 
the hope that one day Chris-

tianity will be restored in Turkey. Although these 
reasons are true, I didn’t realize what the greatest 
benefit would be until we actually began working. 
Each passing day would give me more of an un-
derstanding into the Patriarch’s unusual request. 

One of the students in our group eloquently 
addressed our mission when she wrote on paper 
what each of us thought in his or her heart:

The work is humbling because we’re not 
here to receive praise or rewards. We are 
here to care for the bodies of our brothers 
and sisters who have fallen asleep and to 
commemorate them as they await the Res-
urrection. Graves are physical, tangible 
reminders to the living that life is fleeting, 
and one day we will all rest in the ground. 
As Orthodox Christians, we also value hu-
man bodies as icons of Christ, sanctified by 
the very act of the Incarnation, and strive 
to care for them even after the soul has 
departed. Caring for the dead concretely 
demonstrates our theology and eschatol-
ogy to the rest of the world and is the least 
we can do for the small Orthodox presence 
in Constantinople. Finally, our work is an 
excellent analogy to preparation for Lent. 
Just as we are using rakes, rags, and shov-
els to uncover these broken stones in order 

OCF Real Break 2013 Trip to Constantinople

 
THE SELF-RULED ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 

PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT 
358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ  07631-5238 

Phone: 201-871-1355 Fax: 201-871-1709 

Book List & Order Form 
2013-2014 

JUNE 2013 ORDER FORM JUNE 2014 
TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 
CHURCH SCHOOL MATERIALS 

    

PRESCHOOL     
The Wonder of it All (Student)  $  7.50    
The Wonder of it All (Teacher)    8.50    
God, My Friends, and Me (Student)      7.00    
God, My Friends, and Me (Teacher) 11.95         

KINDERGARTEN     
Together with God (Student)      14.95    
Together with God (Teacher)      14.50    
Birth of Jesus (Picto-graph)    11.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE ONE     
God Loves Us (Student)      8.95    
God Loves Us (Teacher)    13.95    
Lenten Lotto      3.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Packages, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE TWO     
New Life in Jesus (Student)      8.95    
New Life in Jesus (Teacher)    15.95    
Making Things Right (Student)      5.95    
Making Things Right (Activity Packet)      3.95    
Making Things Right (Teacher)    10.95    
God is With Us (Teacher/Parent)      8.00    
We Return to God (Teacher/Parent)      2.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE THREE     
New Life in the Church (Student)      8.00    
New Life in the Church (Teacher)      9.95    
We Worship God in Church (Student) 7.50    
We Worship God in Church (Teacher) 8.00    
The Icon Book (Student) 8.00    
Forty Saints Text Book (Teacher Manual)      4.00    
Forty Saints Coloring Book (Student)      4.00    
Divine Liturgy Flip Chart    15.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE FOUR     
Jesus, The Promise of God (Student)    10.00    
Jesus, The Promise of God (Teacher)    11.00    
Icon Cards: Miracles of Christ (Student)      5.00    
Icon Cards: Life of Jesus (Student)      5.00    
Finding Your Way Through the Bible (Student)      6.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE FIVE     
Our Life in the Church (Student)      7.00    
Our Life in the Church (Teacher) 9.95    
Divine Liturgy Flip Chart    15.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE SIX     
In the Beginning (Student) 9.00    
In the Beginning (Teacher)      9.50    
Exploring How the Bible Came to Be      7.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    
     
     

SUB-TOTAL A     
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JUNE 2013 ORDER FORM JUNE 2014 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 

CHURCH SCHOOL MATERIALS: 
    

GRADE SEVEN     
The Young Church (Student) $  7.00    
The Young Church (Teacher)      8.50    
Biblical and Liturgical Charts 3.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE EIGHT     
Heroes for Truth (Student)      7.50    
Heroes for Truth (Teacher)      8.00    
Heroes Worksheets (Student)      2.50    
Teaching Pictures (1 Packages, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE NINE     
New Frontiers (Student)      7.50    
New Frontiers (Teacher)      8.00    
Frontiers Worksheets (Student)      2.50    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package/4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE TEN     
Celebration: Feasts and Holy Days (Student)      8.75    
Celebration: Feasts and Holy Days (Teacher)    10.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package/4 Sets)    35.00    

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL     
The Way, The Truth, The Life (Student)    15.95    
The Way, The Truth, The Life (Teacher)    19.95    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS FOR GRADES 1—8     
Lenten Lotto      3.00    
Teaching the Parables of Jesus      6.00    
My Lenten Journey – A Poster for Kids      7.00    
The Icon Book (Student) 8.00    
Divine Liturgy Flip Chart    15.00    
The Divine Liturgy for Children ~ Set of Two Books    10.00    
The Divine Liturgy for Children ~ Text Book      7.00    
The Divine Liturgy for Children ~ Activity Book      7.00    
Birth of Jesus (Picto-graph)    11.00    
Come Bless the Lord Icon Packet (Teacher)    26.00    
Byzantine Coloring Books:       *Volume 1 – Sunday Gospels      5.00    
                                                 *Volume 2 – Liturgical       5.00    
                                                 *Volume 3 – Feast Days      5.00    
                                                 *Volume 4 – Parables      5.00    
“Crayon” Icon Coloring Books: * The Miracles      5.00    
                                                 * Special Edition       5.00    
                                                 * The Old Testament      5.00    
                                                 * Journey to Pascha       5.00    
                                                 * The Nativity      5.00    
Scope and Sequence Chart      2.00    
Total Parish Education      6.00    
Build Your Own Church (Exterior)      10.00    
Build Your Own Iconostasis and Altar      10.00    
Build Your Own Bishop, Priest and Deacon     10.00    
Orthodox Feasts of Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary (Wybrew) 15.00    
The Parables (Archbishop Dmitri)      15.00    
Iconostasis (Pavel Florensky)    16.00    
Bible for Today’s Family    10.95    
The Children of Promise (Western Rite Catechism Book)      9.95    
Praise the Lord: A Christmas Workbook      3.00    
The Lenten Workbook      3.00    
Biblical and Liturgical Charts (Student)      3.00    
     

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 
FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL 

    

What’s Love Got to Do With It? Everything 7.00    
To Teach All Nations 7.00    
What Would You Do? Ethics Unit of 14 Lessons 7.00    
The Earth is the Lord’s 7.00    
God is Calling You 7.00    
The First 800 Years 7.00    
My Body, My Spirit 7.00    
The Work of Salvation 7.00    

SUB-TOTAL B     

 
JUNE 2013 ORDER FORM JUNE 2014 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS FOR HIGH SCHOOL     

Getting Along With Parents $  7.00    
International Orthodoxy 7.00    
What’s Love Got to Do With It? Everything 7.00    
God is Calling You 7.00    
The Earth is the Lord’s 7.00    
Reaching Out: Our Call to Minister 7.00    

MATERIALS FOR YOUTH WORK     
Lifestyle Discipleship    12.00    
Holy Cross Society      5.00    
Reruns, Reruns      6.00    
Second Helpings 1      5.00    
Second Helpings 2      5.00    
Retreat & Study Guide      6.00    
Focus on You (6 Programs, 30 Sessions)    40.00    
Film and Values (Supplemental program to Focus on You)    10.00    
Him Again (Supplemental program to Focus on You)     12.00    
Challenge Questions on Orthodoxy A to Z for Students 11.95    
Sacred Symbols that Speak: A Study of the Major Symbols 
of the Orthodox Church                                              ~ Volume 1 

 
   14.95 

   

                                                                                   ~ Volume 2    14.95    
The Story of Icons (Hallick)    14.95    
Bible for Little Hearts      9.99    
Child’s Garden of Bible Stories (Groll) 13.95    
My Bible Story Book (Fletcher)     10.99    
One Hundred Bible Stories (Hardcover)       12.99    
Challenge Questions on Orthodoxy A to Z for Students 11.95    
     

ADULT STUDY TEXTS     
Second Time Around      6.00    
Christian Community 4.00    
Liturgy and Life – Schmemann 9.00    
Inner Way – Allen 14.95    
Pillars of the Church 6.00    
New Apostles of Christ 6.00    

MATERIALS FOR TEACHERS AND LIBRARIANS     

Teaching Dynamics Cassette Teacher Training    25.00    
Teaching Dynamics Workbook 2.00    
Playing it up for Christmas (6 Christmas Plays)      9.00    
Children’s Literature      6.00    
Foundations for Christian Education    12.95    
Foundations for Christian Education (Cassettes)      7.00    
Reading and Parish Library Guide      3.50    
Intentional Parenting (Cassettes ~ By Dalack)    24.95    
The Growing Child in the Christian Home (Cassette)         7.00    

YOUNG CHILDREN’S BOOKS     
Christina Goes to the Holy Land 15.00    
Christina Goes to Church 8.50    
Christina Learns the Sacraments 10.00    
Christina’s Favorite Saints 12.00    
You Are Special: An Alphabet Book for Children      8.50    
My Orthodox Counting Book      8.50    
Byzantine Coloring Books: 
                                                * Volume 1 – Sunday Gospels 

 
     5.00 

   

                                                * Volume 2 – Liturgical      5.00    
                                                * Volume 3 – Feast Days      5.00    
                                                * Volume 4 – Parables      5.00    
“Crayon” Icon Coloring Books: 
                                                * The Miracles 

 
     5.00 

   

                                                * Special Edition       5.00    
                                                * The Old Testament      5.00    
                                                * Journey to Pascha       5.00    
                                                * The Nativity      5.00    
The Book of Jonah 18.00    
Celebrate the Earth, Psalm 104 18.00    
North Star, St. Herman of Alaska 18.00    
The Praises: Psalm 148 18.00    
Prepare O Bethlehem, The Feast of the Nativity 18.00    
Saint George and the Dragon 20.00    

SUB-TOTAL C     
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JUNE 2013 ORDER FORM JUNE 2014 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
YOUNG CHILDREN’S BOOKS & CD’S     

We Pray to God – A Prayer Book for Children $  2.00    
Bible for Kids      11.95    
Children’s Bible in 365 Stories 19.99    
Read and Learn Bible 15.95    
A Book About Jesus 8.95    
Audio CD: The ABC’s of Orthodoxy – Gigi Baba Shadid 15.00    
Audio CD: Celebrate the Feasts – Gigi Baba Shadid 15.00    
Audio CD: Fruits of the Spirit – Gigi Baba Shadid 15.00    
     

FAMILY ITEMS     
How About Advent      6.00    
Bible for Today’s Family    10.95    
The Biggest Birthday Party (Family Advent)      6.00    
Praise the Lord (Family Advent Workbook)      3.00    
The Mystery of Love (Cardinal Basil Hume)    13.95    
801 Questions Kids Ask About God with Answers from the Bible    12.99    
The Divine Liturgy – A Text for Students      2.95    
Making God Real in the Orthodox Christian Home    15.95    
The Great Bible Discovery: Discovering the Baby King (VHS)    12.99    
The Savior is Born (VHS)    12.99    
Contemplating Icons (VHS)    19.99    
The Bread of Life: Your Guide to Making Holy Bread (DVD) 15.00    
The Growing Child in the Christian Home (Cassettes ~ Boojamra)      7.00    
Orthodox Feasts of Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary (Wybrew) 15.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    
Encyclopedia of Major Saints and Fathers of the Orthodox 
Church (Eleftheriou)                                                      *Volume 1 

 
   14.95 

   

                                                                                      *Volume 2    14.95    
Symbols of Church Seasons and Days - John Bradner 7.95    
Our Church and Our Children (Koulomzin)    16.00    
     

CATECHISM MATERIALS     
The Faith – Understanding Orthodox Christianity:  
An Orthodox Catechism (Carlton) 

   22.95    

The Way – What Every Protestant Should Know About the 
Orthodox Faith (Carlton) 

   22.95    

The Truth – What Every Roman Catholic Should Know About the 
Orthodox Church (Carlton) 

   22.95    

The Life – The Orthodox Doctrine of Salvation, An Orthodox 
Catechism (Carlton) 

22.95    

In Peace, Let Us Pray to the Lord. An Orthodox Interpretation of 
the Gifts of the Spirit (Trader) 

   22.95    

Homeland of Your Heart’s Desire – The Orthodox Teachings on 
How to be Saved (Carlton) 

     9.95    

Orthodox Christians in America (Erickson)    28.00    
The Treasured Traditions and Customs of the Orthodox 
Churches (Hallick) 

   14.95    

The Orthodox Faith (Hopko): 
                                           * Volume 1 – Doctrine 

 
10.00 

   

                                           * Volume 2 – Worship      10.00    
                                           * Volume 3 – Bible and Church History     10.00    
                                           * Volume 4 – Spirituality      10.00    
                                           * Complete Set (Volumes 1-4)    35.00    
Baptism (Lazor)      3.00    
The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony (Meyendorff)      2.00    
Holy Wednesday & Holy Thursday (VHS Tape)    29.95    
Great Friday & Resurrection (VHS Tape)    29.95    
                                                   ** Set of Both VHS Tapes     50.00    
Holy Matrimony (VHS Tape)    29.95    
Baptism & Chrismation (VHS Tape)    29.95    
A Way of Life (Family Centered Activities)    16.00    
Studies in the Greek Church (Metropolitan Antony Bashir)      7.00    
Renovation of the Heart (Dallas Willard)    24.99    
The Gospel for Real Life (Jerry Bridges)    19.00    
The Pursuit of Holiness (Jerry Bridges)    11.00    
The Pursuit of Holiness ~ Bible Study      6.00    
The Orthodox Companion (Abramtsov)      9.00    
Meeting the Orthodox (Hopko)      2.00    

SUB-TOTAL D     

 
JUNE 2013 ORDER FORM JUNE 2014 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
CATECHISM MATERIALS     

Orthodox Catholic Instruction Books: 
                                           * Book 1: Beginners’ Course 

 
 $  4.00 

   

                                           * Book 2: Primary Course      4.00    
                                           * Book 3: Junior Course      4.00    
                                           * Book 4: Intermediate Course      4.00    
                                           * Set of 4 Books     12.00    
An Orthodox Catechism of the Antiochian Archdiocese      4.00    
Orthodox Christian Catechism 12.00    
The Orthodox Church (Ware)    16.00    
The Orthodox Way (Ware)    15.00    
Orthodox Study Bible – The New Testament & Psalms:     
                                           * Hardbound 30.95    
                                           * Softbound 24.95    
                                           * Bonded Leather Edition    39.95    
                                           * Genuine Leather Edition 50.95    
                                           * Thumb-indexing per Bible, add extra      6.00    
Orthodox Study Bible – Old and New Testaments:     
                                           * Hardbound 49.95    
                                           * Leather Bound – Regular 70.00    
                                           * Leather Bound – Elegant  100.00    
The Third Millennium Bible     36.00    
Coming Home (Gillquist)      14.95    
Becoming Orthodox (Gillquist)    16.95    
Welcome Home, A Journey to Antioch (DVD) 13.95    
Anglican/Orthodox Pilgrimage (Billerbeck)      4.50    
One Lord, One Faith  (Bakoyannis)      9.00    
Introducing the Orthodox Church (Coniaris) 16.95    
Intentional Parenting (Cassettes—Dalack) 24.95    

GENERAL SERVICE BOOKS     
The Divine & Holy Gospel Book 100.00    
The Book of the Epistles – An Orthodox Lectionary  60.00    
The Liturgikon: Book of Divine Services for the Priest & Deacon    50.00    
Service Book of the Archdiocese    15.00    
Divine Prayers and Services (Nassar)    35.00    
Service Book of the Orthodox Church (Hapgood)    30.00    
Western Rite Service Book    25.00    
The Divine Liturgy for Clergy and Laity      12.00    
The Funeral Service Book—Winfrey      9.00    
The Pocket Prayer Book—Paperback      4.00    
The Pocket Prayer Book—Red Vinyl ~ or ~ Black Vinyl      5.00    
Antiochian Village Camp Music Service Book    12.00    
Old & New Testament—Today’s English Version (TEV)    15.00    
     

     
SPECIAL SERVICE BOOKS     

Evening Divine Liturgies—Phase I  (10 Volumes)    35.00    
Evening Divine Liturgies—Phase II (12 Volumes)    40.00    
Individual Copies for Christmas      4.00    
Individual Copies for Epiphany      4.00    
The Office of the Typika      4.00    
My Daily Orthodox Prayer Book      8.95    
Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael—Hardcover     15.00    
Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael—Softbound    12.00    
Supplication Service to Our Father Among the Saints Raphael      5.00    
The Complete Service of St. Raphael—Audio CD    15.00    
Service of Chrismation of Converts into the Orthodox Faith       3.00    

     
LENTEN SERVICE BOOKS     

The Service of Holy Unction – New Edition       4.00    
The Little Compline & Akathist Hymn – Textbook Only       4.00    
The Little Compline & Akathist Hymn – Text & Music 10.00    
9TH Hour Typika and the Presanctified Liturgy—Music Book     12.00    
The Presanctified Liturgy of St. Gregory—Textbook Only      7.00    
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great—Pastor’s Text      4.00    
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great—Layman’s Text      3.00    
Services of Great & Holy Week and Pascha—Winfrey 35.00    
     

                                                  SUB-TOTAL E     
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JUNE 2013 ORDER FORM JUNE 2014 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
BILINGUAL SERVICE BOOKS (ENGLISH / ARABIC)     

The Divine Liturgy for the Pews – Rahal     $12.00    
The Little Compline with the Akathist Hymn – Rahal      10.00    
The Great Compline Service – Rahal 12.00    
The Funeral Service for Lay People – Rahal     10.00    
The Funeral Service for a Bishop or Priest – Rahal      10.00    
Sacrament of Holy Baptism – Romley 7.00    
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony – Romley 7.00    
New International Version: New Testament – English/Arabic 10.00    
New International Version: Bible / Hardcover – English/Arabic    25.00    

ARABIC SERVICE BOOKS     
The Arabic Service Book (Kassab)    50.00    
The Small Arabic Service Book: Beirut Archdiocese    15.00    
The Divine Liturgy in Arabic (Black Vinyl)    12.00    
The Divine Liturgy in Arabic for Deacons & Priests (Hardcover)    20.00    
The Great Euchologion (Hawaweeny—Arabic)    20.00    
The Small Euchologion with the Service of Holy Unction    15.00    
The Divine and Holy Gospel Book (Arabic—For Altar Use)  100.00    
Services of Holy Week & Pascha (Beirut Archdiocese—Arabic)    30.00    
The Gospels and Epistles—Arabic Orthodox Lectionary    15.00    
The Service of Holy and Great Pascha (Arabic)      5.00    
The Little Compline & Akathist Hymn (Arabic)      4.00    
The Life Application Bible (Hardcover—Arabic Study Bible)    25.00    
NIV Old & New Testament (Arabic Bible)    15.00    

MUSIC BOOKS:     
BYZANTINE MUSIC PROJECTS (BY BASIL KAZAN)     

Byzantine Project # 1: VESPERS    30.00    
Byzantine Project # 2: MATINS    35.00    
Byzantine Project # 3: HOLY WEEK (2 Volumes)    50.00    
Byzantine Project # 4: PENTECOSTARION (3 Volumes)    65.00    
Byzantine Project # 5: TRIODION (2 Volumes)    50.00    

DIVINE LITURGY MUSIC BOOKS/SHEETS     
The Divine Liturgy for Clergy and Laity      12.00    
Tchaikovsky Divine Liturgy (Meena)      5.00    
Three Divine Liturgies (Hilko)      5.00    
Hymns of Praise: Troparia & Kontakia (Meena) 5.00    
Divine Liturgy (Abboud)      2.00    

OTHER MUSIC BOOKS     
Hymns from the Festal Menaion, Karam-George      5.00    
Orthodox Hymns in English      5.00    
Great Friday Service of Lamentations (George)      5.00    
The Resurrection Service (George)      5.00    
The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony (Meena)      3.00    
Vespers (Abboud)      3.00    

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS     
The Date of Easter (Abboud)      1.00    
A Brief History of the Patriarchate of Antioch      1.00    
Guide to Monasteries of the Patriarchate of Antioch      1.00    
A History of the Orthodox Church in America, 1917-1934      12.95    
History & Rituals of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch     15.00    
Dying in the Land of Promise (Donald Wagner)     16.95    
Orthodox Lent, Holy Week & Easter (Hugh Wybrew) 12.00    
Jerusalem Easy Walks (Aviva Baram)    22.95    
Clergy Guide of the Antiochian Archdiocese – 2011 Edition     10.00    
Altar Boys’ Guide in Serving the Divine Liturgy      5.00    
A Beginner’s Guide to Prayer (Keiser)     10.95    
Beginning to Pray (Anthony Bloom)      10.00    
The Art of Prayer (Arabic—Adnan Tarabulsi)    15.00    
On Prayer (Archimandrite Sophrony)    16.00    
If We Confess Our Sins (Hopko)      4.00    
Confession – Met. Anthony Khrapovitsky      9.95    
Never Say You Can’t – Alice Cury Farkouh 29.99    
Hardbound – The Ancient Church on New Shores: By A. Gabriel 35.00    
Softbound – The Ancient Church on New Shores:  By A. Gabriel 25.00    
Partakers of Divine Nature (Archimandrite Stavropoulos)  12.95    
Let Us Commit Ourselves (Coniaris)      9.95    
Liturgy and Life (Schmemann)     9.00    
Of Water and the Spirit (Schmemann)    15.00    

SUB-TOTAL F     

 
JUNE 2013 ORDER FORM JUNE 2014 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 
BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS     

Understanding the Orthodox Liturgy (Najim)    $ 14.00    
Harvest of Antioch—Lives of Antiochian Saints      4.00    
ANTIOCH: Incarnational Theology & Ministry (Allen/Najim) 12.00    
St. John Chrysostom—On the Priesthood 15.00    
St. John Chrysostom—On Wealth & Poverty 15.00    
St. John Chrysostom—On Marriage & Family Life        13.00    
St. John of Damascus—On the Divine Images      14.95    
The Apostolic Fathers (Sparks)    14.95    
Poets & Hymnographers of the Church      6.00    
We Praise God (Tarasar)      2.00    
Out of the Depths (Saliba/Allen)    10.95    
Mystery of the Incarnation (Cardinal B. Hume)    13.95    
Mystery of the Cross (Cardinal B. Hume)    12.95    
Mystery of Fidelity (Allen)      6.95    
Orthodox Synthesis (Allen)    16.00    
The Church & Social Reform (Boojamra)    20.00    
A Light from the East (Michael O’Carroll) 16.00    
The Faith We Hold (Archbishop PAUL, Finland) 11.00    
Feed My Sheep (Metropolitan PHILIP Saliba) 12.00    
Inner Way (Allen) 14.95    
The New Oxford Annotated RSV Bible with the Apocrypha    39.99    
Metropolitan PHILIP: His Life & His Dreams (Softbound)       5.00    
Metropolitan PHILIP: His Life & His Dreams (Hardbound)     10.00    
Metropolitan PHILIP: And He Leads Them (Softbound)    20.00    
Metropolitan PHILIP: Ordained for Men—40TH Anniversary Book 27.00    
The First 100 Years—A Centennial Anthology    20.00    
The Centennial Jewelry Box (1895-1995 AOCA)    25.00    
Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre (Hawaweeny ~ Arabic)       6.95    
Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre (Najim ~ English)      6.95    
Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael (Softbound)    12.00    
Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael (Hardbound)    15.00    
The Ministry of the Church (Allen)    14.95    
Twenty Parables of Our Lord      4.00    
The Parables (Archbishop Dmitri) 15.00    
The Miracles of Christ (Archbishop Dmitri)      16.00    
Jesus, Politics and the Church (Tony Nassif)    13.00    
Christmas Poems (John Hollander)    13.95    
Emigration from Syria and Lebanon (Najib Saliba)    12.00    
A New Era Begins: Proceedings of the 1994 SCOBA Meeting      7.95    

PERIODICALS, CASSETTES, CD’s, & ICONS     
The Word Magazine (USA & Canada ~ Annually)    20.00    
The Word Magazine (Overseas ~ Annually)    26.00    
The Word Magazine (Individual Copies)      3.00    
Joy of the Soul (Metropolitan PHILIP) Audio CD 10.00    
Joy of the Soul (Metropolitan PHILIP) Audio Cassette       5.00    
Bless the Lord O My Soul (English-2 Cassettes-Bitar) 18.00    
The Eight Byzantine Tones: Simplified (Bitar ~ CD) 15.00    
God is With Us (English-Cassette-Bitar)     10.00    
Orthodox Byzantine Hymns (Arabic-Cassette-Bitar)     10.00    
Divine Liturgy in Arabic (Bitar ~ CD)    15.00    
Divine Liturgy in Arabic (Bitar ~ Cassette)    10.00    
Christ is Born: Music for the Nativity of Christ (Cassette)     12.00    
The Complete Service of St. Raphael – Audio CD    15.00    
Angelic Choir: Arabic Chants of Holy Week & Pascha 15.00    
Antiochian Village CD    10.00    
Antiochian Village Cassette    10.00    
It is Truly Meet: Byzantine Chant: Arabic & English CD    15.00    
Chants from Balamand—Audio CD    17.00    
Orthodox Male Choir of Beirut: Byzantine Chants in Arabic CD 15.00    
Orthodox Male Choir of Beirut: Paschal Hymns in Arabic CD 15.00    
First Fruits: Boston Byzantine Choir—English Audio CD 16.00    
Thy Passion: Boston Byzantine Choir—English Audio CD 16.00    
Thy Resurrection: Boston Byzantine Choir—English Audio CD 16.00    
Mystical Supper: Boston Byzantine Choir—English Audio CD 16.00    
NEW: Concert of Syro-Byzantine Liturgical Music  
Choir of St. Romanos the Melodist, Beirut – Set of 2 Audio CD’s 

 
20.00 

   

Now the Powers of Heaven: Presanctified Liturgy English CD 15.00    
     

SUB-TOTAL G     
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to piece together the graves, our Lenten 
journey is designed to help us uncover our 
broken hearts in order to piece ourselves 
back together by the grace of God. This is 
a never-ending journey of physical and 
spiritual restoration which will not cease 
until we, too, are laid in the ground await-
ing the Resurrection. - Alison Sailer Ben-
nett (OCF Real Break participant) 

As our roles changed from worker to tourist, 
we visited the Church of the Panagia (Mother of 
God) Vlacherna, the Chora museum, the Orthodox 
seminary on Halki Island (which has been closed 
by the government for over 40 years), the Church 
of St. Mary of the Spring, the Hagia Sophia, the 
Blue Mosque, the Basilica Cistern, and both the 
Spice and Grand Bazaars. Each and every one of 
these sites was so very different and so very cap-
tivating. Each spoke to us of its history, but, as 
you can imagine, of particularly great import was 
our visit to the Hagia Sophia. The architecture of 
this once-active Orthodox Church turned mosque 
turned museum was amazingly exquisite. Most of 
the gorgeous mosaics were, and still are, covered 
in plaster. Unfortunately, the overall condition of 
the Church is both disheartening and politically 
eye-opening.

I must confess that the pinnacle of the entire 
trip for me was our audience with His All-Holiness 
Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW at the Phanar, the 
headquarters of the Patriarchate. Knowing that I 
was blessed to stand beside His All-Holiness, a 
truly God-fearing, humble and influential man, 
still blows my mind. The fact that he made the 
time to meet with us and thank us for giving our 
vacation time to help him minister to his flock left 
me speechless. He told us that we are a witness to 
the remaining Christians in Turkey that they are 
not alone, that Orthodoxy is alive. The Patriarch 
instructed us to be the “leaven in the bread” of 
our world, to rise above the earth’s sinful nature. 
My initial nervousness was assuaged, and I felt 
welcomed and loved as this amazing man spoke. 
His All-Holiness is a true inspiration.

This trip offered so many wonders packed into 
a mere five days. The work, the friendship, the 
spirituality, and yes, many, many laughs combined 
to make this trip one of the highlights, if not the 
highlight, of my life. We laughed as our bus driver 

spoke Turkish to the church 
grounds-keeper who would 
translate Turkish to Arabic 
for someone to translate 
Arabic to Greek and then to 
someone who would bring 
the comment home to our 
English. (We did wonder 
just how closely what we 
heard in English matched 
the original Turkish.) We 
prayed daily. We worked 
until we ached. We mar-
veled at how a group of 22 
strangers from all over the 
United States could bond 
so closely to each other 
in such a short period of 
time. We cried at the re-
stored cemetery when we prayed the Trisagion 
before our final exit, for we knew that our group 
had become a family and our prayers were sin-
cerely offered for our beloved brothers and sisters 
resting here until the Resurrection. Mostly, we 
thank those Orthodox who have gone before us 
and those courageous ones currently struggling 
to preserve our Faith in a non-Christian land.

In the end, I learned that it was not I who had 
served those who lie at rest, but they who had 
served me. Without uttering a word, they gave me 
new insight into our Faith. They helped me under-
stand as a young adult what I had been taught as 
a child. Now, I grasp that their lives and those of 
all Orthodox live on in the Faith. I am beginning 
to “get” the Divine Liturgy. My ears are open and 
I hear the Liturgy as I’ve never heard it before. 
No longer are the Litanies just tedious words fol-
lowed by a “Lord Have Mercy.” These short and 
fervent prayers are meaningful, necessary and 
timeless. Through death, I have discovered life, 
my life in Christ and His Holy Orthodox Church. 

So did I serve on OCF Real Break? No, not 
really. I was blessed by it.

Alexa Janda

Alexa is a sophomore at the University of Texas-Austin currently 
studying nutrition. She has been a life-long member of St. George 

Orthodox Church in Houston, Texas.
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Praying for the Departed

Christians have always prayed for the repose 
of their departed loved ones. By the time of Ter-
tullian (second century), it was already acknowl-
edged as an historical custom. Listen to his words: 
“As often as the anniversary comes around, we 
make offerings for the dead as birthday honors 
....” (He mentions many other customs, especially 
the constant sign of the cross). “If you look in 
Scripture for a formal law governing these and 
similar practices, you will find none. It is tradition 
that justifies them, custom that confirms them and 
faith that observes them.” (de. Cor. 4.1, ANF Vol. 
3, p. 94).

Christians prayed for the departed from the 
beginning because Jews, and this means our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself in the flesh, prayed for their 
departed. This practice was continued by the 
Christian Church. We have a Scriptural descrip-
tion of prayer for the departed found in 2 Mac-
cabees 12:40–45. The context is an unfortunate 
battle between the Maccabean Jews and a certain 
Greek, Gorgias, the governor of Idumea. Judas 
Maccabeus decisively put Gorgias to flight, but 
not before some of Judas’s men had been slain in 
battle. As the slain were being gathered for burial, 
the Jewish soldiers found idol medallions under 
the tunics of their fallen comrades, which grieved 
them. Here we pick up the account. 

On the next day, as by that time it had 
become necessary, Judas and his men went 
to take up the bodies of the fallen and to 
bring them back to lie with their kinsmen 
in the sepulchers of their fathers. Then un-
der the tunic of every one of the dead they 
found sacred tokens of the idols of Jamnia, 
which the law forbids the Jews to wear. And 
it became clear to all that this was why these 
men had fallen. So they all blessed the ways 
of the Lord, the righteous Judge, who reveals 
the things that are hidden; and they turned 
to prayer, beseeching that the sin which had 
been committed might be wholly blotted out. 
And the noble Judas exhorted the people to 
keep themselves free from sin, for they had 
seen with their own eyes what had happened 
because of the sin of those who had fallen. He 
also took up a collection, man by man, to the 
amount of two thousand drachmas of silver, 

and sent it to Jerusalem to provide for a sin 
offering. In doing this he acted very well and 
honorably, taking account of the resurrec-
tion. For if he were not expecting that those 
who had fallen would rise again, it would have 
been superfluous and foolish to pray for the 
dead. But if he was looking to the splendid 
reward that is laid up for those who fall asleep 
in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. 
Therefore he made atonement for the dead, 
that they might be delivered from their sin (2 
Maccabees 12:39–45). 

Commenting on this text, St. Augustine of 
 Hippo says, “Be attentive, brethren! We should 
not only show mercy to the poor during our life-
time, but also try to show it to the dead, bearing 
in mind what Judas Maccabeus did: he said, ‘It is 
a holy thought to pray for the dead that they be 
cleansed of sin.’... Wouldst thou have God be mer-
ciful to Thee? Be thyself merciful to others. And 
so pray for the dead so that they, when they are in 
blessed life, may pray for thee.” 

2 Maccabees, written in Greek by a Jewish 
scholar in the second century BC, depicts the 
 piety of prayer for the departed during this time 
in history: praying for the repose of the departed, 
for their forgiveness, that they might be sheltered 
under the shekinah glory of God forever. These 
are the prayers that are made for the repose of 
the departed in the Jewish tradition, both at the 
time of death and afterwards. Burial prayers and 
annual memorials which include specific prayer 
for the repose of the departed are the Jewish tra-
dition, and are the practices that our Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself kept as a Jewish man. Praying for 
the departed in the Christian Church is an ancient 
custom borne witness to from the earliest times. 

St. Paul writes of his spiritual son Onesipho-
rus in 2 Timothy 1:16–18, “May the Lord grant 
mercy to the house of Onesiphoros, for he  often 
refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chains, 
but when he was in Rome, he sought me diligently, 
and found me (the Lord grant him to find mer-
cy from the Lord on that day); and in how many 
things he served at Ephesus, you know very well.” 
As with the verses from 2 Maccabees, these verses 
refer to prayers that will help the deceased “on 
that day.” It is not stated that Onesiphorus, for 
whom St. Paul prayed, was dead in the text, but 

SERIES “A CHRISTIAN ENDING TO OUR LIVES”  
LECTURE 6  ARCHPRIEST JOSIAH TRENHAM, PH.D.

Praying for the Departed

Introduction 

In the previous five articles we exam-
ined the origin and meaning of death, 
how the cultivation of the remembrance 
of death is a fundamental virtue in the 
Christian life, what a Christian perspec-
tive on aging is (a preparation for transla-
tion to the next life), what constitutes a 
good death, the basic practical steps from 
death to burial, the Funeral Service, and 
the Christian tradition of burial, graves, 
and cemeteries. Now we turn our atten-
tion to the subject of praying for the de-
parted, a universal custom of the Christian 
Church that undergirds all of our funeral 
and burial traditions. 
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who hast most excellently fulfilled the whole 
dispensation of the salvation of mortals, 
Christ our God, who didst burst the indestruc-
tible bonds of death and the bolts of hades 
and hast trampled down the multitude of evil 
spirits; who didst offer thyself as a blame-
less victim, giving thine immaculate body as 
a sacrifice, unblemished and inviolate of all 
sin and, through that dread and indescribable 
act of sacrifice, bestowed eternal life upon us; 
who didst descend into hades and break down 
its eternal bars, showing forth the way up to 
those who sat in the lower world; who with 
allurements of divine wisdom, didst entice the 
author of evil, the dragon of the abyss, and 
with cords of gloom didst bind him in hades 
in unquenchable fire, and thou didst confine 
him in outer darkness by thine infinite might; 
thou, who art the greatly glorified Wisdom of 
the Father, didst manifest thyself as a great 
Helper to the oppressed and didst enlighten 
those that sat in darkness and in the shadow 
of death; thou, Lord of eternal glory and 
beloved Son of the Father most high, Light 
everlasting of Light everlasting, Sun of righ-
teousness: Hearken to us who pray unto thee, 
and give rest to the souls of thy servants, our 
fathers and brethren, who have fallen asleep 
before us, and our other kinsmen after the 
flesh, and all thine own who are in the faith, 
of whom we now make memorial, for in thee 
is the power over all, and in thine hand thou 
holdest all the ends of the earth.

Almighty Master, God of the fathers and 
Lord of mercies, Maker of the race of mortals 
and immortals and of every nature of man, 
of that which is brought together and again 
put asunder, of life and of the end of life, of 
sojourning here and of translation there, who 
doest measure the years of life and set the 
times of death, who bringest down to hades 
and raisest up, binding in infirmity and releas-
ing unto power, dispensing present things ac-
cording to need and ordering those to come 
as is expedient, quickening with the hope of 
resurrection those that are smitten with the 
sting of death.

Thyself, O Master of all, God our Savior, 
the Hope of all the ends of the earth and of 
those who are far off upon the sea, who, on 

this last and great and saving day of Pente-
cost, didst show forth to us the mystery of 
the Holy Trinity, consubstantial and co-eter-
nal, undivided and unmingled, and didst pour 
out the descent and presence of thy holy and 
life-giving Spirit in the form of tongues of fire 
upon thy holy apostles, appointing them to be 
the evangelists of our pious faith and show-
ing them to be confessors and preachers of 
the true theology; who also, on this all-perfect 
and saving feast, dost deign to receive obla-
tions and supplications for those bound in ha-
des, and grantest unto us the great hope that 
respite and comfort will be sent down from 
thee to the departed from the grief that doth 
bind them.

Hearken to us, thy humble and piteous 
ones who pray, and give rest to the souls of 
thy servants who have fallen asleep before us 
in a place of brightness, a place of verdure, a 
place of repose, whence all sickness, sorrow 
and sighing have fled away; and do thou place 
their souls in the tabernacles of the righteous; 
and make them worthy of peace and repose. 
For the dead praise thee not, O Lord, neither 
do those in hades dare to offer thee confes-
sion, but we, the living, bless thee and suppli-
cate thee and offer propitiatory prayers and 
sacrifices for their souls ....

Only blasphemy against the Holy Spirit cannot 
be forgiven – “either in this life or in that which is 
to come” (Matthew 12:32). This very language of 
our Lord bears witness to the fact that some sins 
are forgiven not now but in the next life by the 
prayers of the church.

 Patristic Testimony

St. Macarius of Egypt (January 19), passing 
through a desert, saw a human skull and asked 
it questions concerning the state of the depart-
ed beyond the grave. The venerable father often 
prayed for the dead and wanted to know about 
the efficacy of his prayers, “Do you ever feel any 
consolation?” “No,” replied the skull of a pagan 
priest. “When you pray for the dead, we feel some 
consolation.” 

St. Cyril of Jerusalem wrote, “We observe the 
memory of those departed before us: first of the 
Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, so that by 

the patristic interpretation, based on the way Paul 
refers to him in the past tense and prays for pres-
ent blessings on his household, but for him only 
“on that day,” understands from this that One-
siphoros is dead. Towards the end of the same 
letter in 2 Timothy 4:19, Paul sends greetings to 
“Prisca and Aquila, and the house of Onesipho-
rus,” distinguishing the situation of Onesiphorus 
from that of the still-living Priscilla and Aquila.

St. James commands us to “pray for one an-
other that we might be saved,” and in his liturgy 
there are prayers for the departed.

Liturgical Testimony and the Witness
in Christian Archeology and Art

Testimony to the ancient and universal prac-
tice of praying for the departed is found in the 
fact that in all of the ancient liturgies there are 
petitions for the repose of the departed. We do not 
ever go a single liturgical day without praying for 
the departed. “Again we pray for the blessed and 
ever-memorable founders of this holy church, and 
all our fathers and brethren, the Orthodox who 
departed this life before us, who here and in all 
the world lie asleep in the Lord.” Remember the 
patristic dictum, that we pray what we believe and 
we believe what we pray. Our faith and theology 
is demonstrated and expressed in our services; 
therefore what we believe about the departed and 
how they are helped by the prayer of the church is 
manifest in the liturgical prayers for the departed 
that are found in every vespers, orthros and litur-
gy. Besides these examples, we have the Eastern 
and Western funeral services or requiem masses 
for the repose of the departed. 

We see how valuable believers considered 
prayer for the departed to be also by the fact that 
not to be mentioned by the priest in the liturgy 
was considered a severe punishment for sinners. 
In the middle of the third century we find St. 
Cyprian enjoining that there should be no obla-
tion or public prayer made for a deceased layman 
who had committed a major sin: “He ought not to 
be named in the priest’s prayer who has done his 
best to detain the clergy from the altar.”

There is a beautiful account of how precious 
Christians considered prayer for the repose of 
their souls to be in the famous Confessions of St. 
Augustine of Hippo. In Chapter 9, St. Augustine 
relates that as his mother, Monica, lay dying she 

said to her sons, “Lay this body anywhere; let not 
the care of that any way disquiet you: this only 
I request, that you would remember me at the 
Lord’s altar, wherever you be.” St. Augustine then 
recorded a most beautiful prayer for the repose of 
his mother’s soul, for her to be granted mercy, and 
then concluded the chapter with these beautiful 
words: “May she rest then in peace with the hus-
band, before and after whom she had never any; 
whom she obeyed, with patience bringing forth 
fruit unto Thee, that she might win him also unto 
Thee. And inspire, O Lord my God, Thy servants, 
my brethren ... that so many as shall read these 
confessions, may at Thy Altar remember Monica 
Thy handmaid, with Patricius, her ... husband, by 
whose bodies Thou broughtest me into this life 
... that so, my mother’s last request of me, may 
through my confessions, more than through my 
prayers, be, through the prayers of many, more 
abundantly fulfilled to her.” 

Finally, there are inscriptions in catacombs 
and on ancient tombstones which include prayers 
for the reposed.

Praying for the Unbaptized Departed 

There are numerous instances of prayer for 
the unbaptized departed by the Saints. St. Thekla 
prayed for her unbaptized friend, Falconilla after 
her death and saved her. St. Perpetua, who was 
martyred in 202, believed herself to have been 
encouraged in a vision to pray for her brother, 
who had died in his eighth year, almost certainly 
unbaptized; and a later vision assured her that 
her prayer was answered and he had been trans-
lated from punishment. St. Gregory the Dialogist 
prayed for Emperor Trajan and saved him from 
hell. St. Theodora obtained pardon of sins for her 
departed husband, the last iconoclast Emperor 
Theophilos, by her prayers for him.

Prayer for the Salvation
of Those Bound in Hades

The Kneeling Pentecost Vespers are the first 
time we kneel in prayer since Holy Pascha, and 
at this time we speak our boldest prayer for those 
who have not died piously. In the Third Kneeling 
Prayer we pray for all those bound in Hades: 

O ever-flowing Fountain of life and light, 
creative Power co-eternal with the Father, 

Testimony to 
the ancient and 
universal practice 
of praying for the 
departed is found in 
the fact that in all of 
the ancient liturgies 
there are petitions 
for the repose of 
the departed. We 
do not ever go a 
single liturgical day 
without praying for 
the departed.
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their prayers and intercessions God might accept 
our prayers; then we pray for the deceased holy 
Fathers and Bishops; and finally for all who have 
departed this life among us firmly believing that 
this brings great benefit to the souls for which is 
offered the prayer of the Holy Sacrifice on the al-
tar” (Pt. 4, Ch. 9). 

Saint Mark of Ephesus wrote, “We can do 
nothing better or greater for the dead than to 
pray for them, offering commemoration for them 
at the Liturgy. Of this they are always in need .... 
The body feels nothing then: it does not see its 
close ones who have assembled, does not smell 

the fragrance of the flowers and does not hear the 
funeral orations. But the soul senses the prayers 
offered for it and is grateful to those who make 
them and is spiritually close to them.”

It is the custom of the saints to ask their loved 
ones to pray for them after they die. 

We have pictures of our departed loved ones 
in our prayer corners, not as icons and saints, 
but beneath them and before us. St. Ephraim 
the Syrian asked to be remembered for 40 
days, affirming that he knew the priests could 
cleanse him by their prayers at the liturgy.  
The words of Hebrews 13, “remember those who 
are over you in the Lord,” doesn’t just mean the 
living priests and bishops, but the departed also. 

Canonical Testimony

St. Timothy, Patriarch of Alexandria, who par-
ticipated in the Second Ecumenical Council, left 
us 18 canons. Canon 14 reads, “If anyone, having 
no control of himself, lays violent hands on him-
self or hurls himself to destruction, whether an 
offering ought to be made for him, or not? Clergy-
men must investigate carefully.” 

Theology of Prayer for the Departed

Prayer for the departed is the natural fruit of 
authentic love. Love is the fountain from which 
intercession flows. We seek to bear each other’s 
burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ. Prayer for 
the departed is the way we bear the burdens of 
our departed loved ones. Before God, all people 
are alive, and to God we ascribe our prayers. 

The angels and saints rejoice in the repentance 
of a sinner (Luke 15; cf. Revelation 6).

The body of Christ is intimately connected and 
not severed by death. 

Protestant Reformers at first accepted these 
prayers but later rejected them. The English Book 
of Common Prayer (1552) first excised them. The 
Homily on Prayer, Part 3 of the same work, de-
nounces prayer for the departed as unprofitable.

There is no public prayer for heretics and 
apostates who died in mortal sin, but there are 
private prayers for these people.

Archpriest Josiah Trenham, Ph.D.

“We can do nothing 
better or greater for 

the dead than to pray 
for them, offering 

commemoration for 
them at the Liturgy. Of 
this they are always in 

need .... 

ORDAINED

MILLER, Scott, to the holy diaconate, by Bishop 
NICHOLAS on April 10, 2013, at St.  Stephen’s in 
Plainfield, New Jersey. He is temporarily assigned 
there while studying at St. Vladimir’s Seminary.

TOCHIHARA, James, to the holy diaconate by 
Bishop JOHN on June 1, 2013, at St. Mark’s 
Chuch in Denver. He is assigned to that parish.

ELEVATED

GILLIS, Michael, to the dignity of Archpriest by 
Archpriest JOSEPH on May 18, 2013, at Holy Na-
tivity Church, Langley, B.C., Canada.

RETURNED TO THE RANKS OF THE LAITY

MOORE, Scott, on June 4, 2013.
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St. Andrew
Our parish of St. Andrew’s celebrated Antiochian Women and the feast-day of our local 
patron, St. Photini, by members reading the epistle, hosting coffee hour, and distributing 
badges to all the women that said “I am an Antiochian Woman!”  The girls proudly wore 
red “Future Antiochian Woman” stickers.  

Above are St. Andrew’s future Antiochian women! 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS
AUGUST 2013

1.  1 CORINTHIANS 3:18-23; MATTHEW 13:36-43 (FAST)

2. 1 CORINTHIANS 4:5-8; MATTHEW 13:44-54 (FAST)

3. ROMANS 9:1-5; MATTHEW 9:18-26 (FAST)

4. ROMANS 12:6-14; MATTHEW 9:1-8 (FAST)

5. 1 CORINTHIANS 5:9-6:11; MATTHEW 13:54-58 (FAST)

6. 2 PETER 1:10-19; MATTHEW 17:1-9 (FAST)

 HOLY TRANSFIGURATION

7. 1 CORINTHIANS 7:12-24; MATTHEW 14:35-15:11 (FAST)

8. 1 CORINTHIANS 7:24-35; MATTHEW 15:12-21 (FAST)

9. 1 CORINTHIANS 7:35-8:7; MATTHEW 15:29-31 (FAST)

10. ROMANS 12:1-3; MATTHEW 10:37-11:1 (FAST)

11.  ROMANS 15:1-7; MATTHEW 9:27-35 (FAST)

12. 1 CORINTHIANS 9:13-18; MATTHEW 16:1-6 (FAST)

13. 1 CORINTHIANS 10:5-12; MATTHEW 16:6-12 (FAST)

14. 1 CORINTHIANS 10:12-22; MATTHEW 16:20-24 (FAST)

15. PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11; LUKE 10:38-24; 11:27-28

 FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS

16. 1 CORINTHIANS 11:8-22; MATTHEW 17:10-18 (FAST)

17. ROMANS 13:1-10; MATTHEW 12:30-37

18. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-18; MATTHEW 14:14-22

19. 1 CORINTHIANS 11:13-12:6; MATTHEW 18:1-11

20. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-26;

 MATTHEW 18:18-22, 19:1-2, 13-15

21. 1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-14:5; MATTHEW 20:1-16 (FAST)

22. 1 CORINTHIANS 14:6-19; MATTHEW 20:17-28

23. 1 CORINTHIANS 14:26-40; 

 MATTHEW 212:12-14, 17-20 (FAST)

24.  ROMANS 14:6-9; MATTHEW 15:32-39

25.  1 CORINTHIANS 3:9-17; MATTHEW 14:22-34

26.  1 CORINTHIANS 15:12-19; MATTHEW 21:18-22

27.  1 CORINTHIANS 15:29-38; MATTHEW 21:23-27

28. 1 CORINTHIANS 16:4-12; MATTHEW 21:28-32 (FAST)

29. ACTS 13:25-32; MARK 6:14-30 (STRICT FAST)

 BEHEADING OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

30. 2 CORINTHIANS 1:12-20; MATTHEW 22:23-33 (FAST)

31. ROMANS 15:30-33; MATTHEW 17:24-18:4

DAILY DEVOTIONS
SEPTEMBER 2013

1.  1 TIMOTHY 2:1-7; LUKE 4:16-22

2. 2 CORINTHIANS 2:4-15; MATTHEW 23:13-22

3. 2 CORINTHIANS 2:14-3:3; MATTHEW 23:23-28

4. 2 CORINTHIANS 3:4-11;

 MATTHEW 23:29-39 (FAST)

5. 2 CORINTHIANS 4:1-6; MATTHEW 24:13-28

6. 2 CORINTHIANS 4:13-18;

 MATTHEW 24:27-33, 42-51 (FAST)

7. 1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-9; MATTHEW 10:37-11:1

8. GALATIANS 6:11-18; JOHN 3:13-17

9. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:10-15; MARK 1:9-15

10. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:15-21; MARK 1:16-22

11. 2 CORINTHIANS 6:11-16; MARK 1:23-28 (FAST)

12. 2 CORINTHIANS 7:1-10; MARK 1:29-35

13. 2 CORINTHIANS 7:10-16; MARK 2:18-22 (FAST)

14. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-24;

 JOHN 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-35

 ELEVATION OF THE CROSS

15. GALATIANS 2:16-20; MARK 8:34-9:1

16. 2 CORINTHIANS 8:7-15; LUKE 3:19-22

17. 2 CORINTHIANS 8:16-9:5; LUKE 3:23-4:1

18. 2 CORINTHIANS 9:12-10:7; LUKE 4:1-15 (FAST)

19. 2 CORINTHIANS 10:7-18; LUKE 4:16-22

20. 2 CORINTHIANS 11:5-21; LUKE 4:22-30 (FAST)

21. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-29; JOHN 8:21-30

22. 1 CORINTHIANS 16:13-24; LUKE 5:1-11

23. 2 CORINTHIANS 12:10-19; LUKE 4:37-44

24.  2 CORINTHIANS 12:20-13:2; LUKE 5:12-16

25.  2 CORINTHIANS 13:3-13; LUKE 5:33-39 (FAST)

26.  GALATIANS 1:1-10, 20-2:5; LUKE 6:12-19

27.  GALATIANS 2:6-10; LUKE 6:17-23 (FAST)

28. 1 CORINTHIANS 4:1-5; LUKE 5:17-26

29. 2 CORINTHIANS 1:21-2:4; LUKE 6:31-36

30. GALATIANS 2:11-16; LUKE 6:24-30

V. Rev. George Alberts

PARTNERS IN COMPASSION

It was a holy and historic day in Beirut. More than a thousand hierarchs, clergy and lay people 
packed the incense-filled nave of Saint Nicholas Orthodox Cathedral on February 17, 2013, includ-
ing both the President and Prime Minister of Lebanon, as well as government officials from the U.S., 
Russia, and other countries from around the world. 

Joining them were International Orthodox Chris-
tian Charities (IOCC) Board Chairman, Michael 
“Mickey” Homsey, and IOCC Executive Director, 
Constantine Triantafilou, who had both traveled from 
the United States to attend at the invitation of the 
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the 
East. All were there to witness the same milestone, 
the first Divine Liturgy served by His Beatitude, 
JOHN X, the newly elected Patriarch of the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East. 

His predecessor, +Patriarch IGNATIUS of Blessed 
Memory, spent more than three decades serving as 
the spiritual Father of the Orthodox faithful in Syria. 
+Patriarch IGNATIUS’s leadership had been a well-
spring of inspiration and comfort to Orthodox Chris-
tians throughout the Middle East, especially during 
current troubled times. Without +His Beatitude’s 

grateful assistance, IOCC’s humanitarian efforts in 
the region would not have been fully realized. 

Both Homsey and Triantafilou had met with 
 +Patriarch IGNATIUS during a visit to Syria last 
year shortly before His repose, during which they 
were humbled to receive +His Beatitude’s blessing 
for IOCC’s ongoing humanitarian work in Syria and 
praise for the organization serving as a beacon of 
hope for so many struggling families.

Now before them stood a new spiritual Father, 
chosen by the grace of God and his Church peers to 
serve as a leader and a visionary to His Antiochian 
Orthodox flock. Before this momentous weekend, 
Homsey and Triantafilou had only known of His Be-
atitude’s years of illustrious service in Europe, min-
istering to people of diverse languages and cultures. 
They had been less certain of Patriarch JOHN X’s 
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familiarity with the humanitarian work of IOCC in 
Syria, which began in 2002 on small projects to re-
habilitate schools, hospitals and orphanages.

Later in 2007, IOCC began providing tuition as-
sistance, school supplies, tutoring and personal care 
kits to thousands of Iraqi refugee schoolchildren 
and disadvantaged Syrian schoolchildren, as well 
as their families. Assistance expanded to vocation-
al and business training for Iraqi refugee men and 
women resettled in Syria when conflict forced them 
to flee their own country. Most recently, IOCC has 
responded to the humanitarian crisis brought on by 
the conflict in Syria with assistance reaching more 
than 425,000 Syrian children, women and men dis-
placed in their own country or living as refugees in 
Jordan, Lebanon, Armenia and Iraq.

Homsey and Triantafilou were honored with an 
invitation to meet Patriarch JOHN X for a private 
audience at the Patriarchal residence at Balamand 
University on the Saturday before Divine Liturgy. 
Homsey recalled the encounter vividly. “What struck 
me most about our meeting was how much His 
Beatitude knew about the work of IOCC and our 
long-standing relationship with the Greek Orthodox 

Patriarchate of Antioch, “said Homsey. “We spoke 
at length of the tragic humanitarian situation in 
Syria and His sincere desire to continue supporting 
IOCC’s mission to assist, without discrimination, all 
who are in need.” 

They discussed the situation in Syria, which 
grows grimmer and more desperate each day. More 
than six million Syrian people have been affected by 
the bitter, two-year conflict, and nearly four million 
people are now displaced in their own country – dis-
placed from homes, jobs, and schools destroyed in 
the violence. IOCC and its church partner inside Syr-
ia, the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and 
All the East, are among the very few lifelines that the 
Syrian people have to the outside world. 

“In spite of all this,” said Homsey, “I was moved 
beyond words when His Beatitude stated that no 
matter the difficulties, the Christians will not leave 
the Middle East. His resolve serves as an inspira-
tion and comfort to all Orthodox Christians who 
look to Antioch, and the sacred sites of Christianity 
throughout Syria and the Holy Land as the fountain 
from which our faith flows. “

Michael S. “Mickey” Homsey

For more information please contact
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Early Christians rescued abandoned infants, 
and we at Vision for Life – Pittsburgh are engaged 
in the same kind of thing today. We are a small 
group of Christians, including two Orthodox, who 
have been bringing media campaigns directed to-
wards abortion-vulnerable young women to the 
region of Western Pennsylvania since late 2010.

How do these campaigns work? There are six 
million searches for abortion-related terms on 
the Internet each month. In one part of our ad 
campaign, our advertising partner, Heroic Media, 
puts ads on the search-results pages with a phone 
number and a link to a Web page. When a young 
woman calls the number, the call is routed through 
our partner’s phone system (so we can measure 
how effective our ads are) to Women’s Choice 
Network, a group of pregnancy medical centers. A 
woman from the Network receives the call. She an-
swers the young woman’s questions and gives her 
advice. For example, the young woman doesn’t 
want to go to an abortionist if she does not have a 
viable pregnancy, which can be established by an 
ultrasound. When a woman’s partner, parents or 
peers are not supportive of her carrying the baby 
to term, it is good that someone can reassure her 
that this pregnancy is not the end of her life or her 
hopes, and that, with help, she can handle it. Often 
an appointment is made.

On a busy Tuesday evening at the pregnancy 
medical center, “Taylor” and her mother walked 
into Choices Pregnancy Services in Coraopolis, a 

suburb of Pittsburgh. How did she feel about the 
possibility of being pregnant?” “I’ll have an abor-
tion,” she replied without emotion. What about 
adoption? “No way. I couldn’t give my baby away.” 
What did she know about abortion? “I know it 
would be killing my baby. But I’m too young to 
have another baby. I already have a one-year-old.” 
After some discussion, her mother she said, “She 
wants to have an abortion? Yeah, I’m fi ne with 
that.” An appointment was made for her to come 
back for an ultrasound scan to see if it was a viable 
pregnancy and how far along she was.

Two days later Taylor and her mom were back. 
On the screen, a beautiful, fully developed 16-week-
old baby moved around. “Is that my baby?” Taylor 
asked the ultrasound technician. “Yes, it is. Do you 
see the heart beating right here?” She pointed it 
out. With that, Taylor said, “I can’t kill my baby!” 
Her mom whispered, “I’ve seen enough. That’s my 
grandchild.” Afterward, in the counseling room, 
Taylor said, “I’ve changed my mind…. I can’t 
 believe how developed my baby is.” When mother 
and daughter left that day, there were smiles on 
their faces and hugs given by everyone there. An 
appointment was made to come back for support 
services.

Every story is different. “Amber” and her hus-
band were both fi nishing graduate school at CMU 
when she became pregnant. Of course, she was 
going to have an abortion. As they were investigat-
ing their next steps, however, they saw a VFL ad on 

a bus. They called the phone number. She came to 
the Oakland Center of Women’s Choice Network 
and confi rmed the pregnancy with a test. Then she 
had a sonogram. Her husband came back with her 
a few days later so that he could see their child as 
well. They faced diffi cult circumstances, but they 
chose life. Amber was able to take a break in her 
studies while her husband continued at Carnegie 
Mellon University. Their little one is due now (June 
2013).

In Pittsburgh, over 85% of the women who see 
an ultrasound scan of their unborn children – 
and often their beating hearts – choose life over 
death. The centers provide material and moral 
support for up to two years after the birth.

Pittsburgh sees over 8,000 abortions every 
year, at places like Magee-Women’s Hospital and 
Planned Parenthood. People at the pregnancy 
medical centers say that the biggest challenge 
they face is connecting with this young woman, 
in the few days between the time she fi nds out that 
she’s pregnant and when she makes an appoint-
ment for an abortion. Amy Scheuring, Executive 
Director, Women’s Choice Network, says that our 
ads “bring abortion-determined women to our 
doors.” “By reaching our whole city with these 
ads, VFL effi ciently and effectively reaches our de-
mographic so that they can see an ultrasound and 
make the choice for life.”

For six weeks in the winter of 2010 – 2011, 
we ran 1,400 ads on network cable and broadcast 
channels, with a media market of over 1.2 million 
homes, and generated 1,300 phone calls to a pro-
life hotline and 745 visits to a website. From June 
2011 to early April 2013, in a separate Internet 
campaign with Choices Pregnancy Services, we 
have seen 22 women choose life because they 
saw our ads. In a third campaign in the summer 
and fall of 2012 we ran television ads, and put ads 
inside 100 buses, on 9 bus shelters, and on the 
Internet.

We put TV ads on MTV, and many ads on the 
less-expensive Black Entertainment Television 
(BET), as African-Americans make up about 25% 
of Pittsburgh’s population, but are 42% of PA’s 
abortions. In 7 weeks of this campaign we saw 
over 17 calls a week, with a total of 599 calls. 
The Women’s Choice Network reported a 20% in-
crease in appointments over the same period 
the previous year. In our most recent campaign, 

since December 2012 we have run TV ads (with 
the addition of the E! Network) and interior bus 
ads, and put up posters on university campuses 
and elsewhere. For about 18 weeks we saw over 
43 direct contacts a week (735 phone calls, 58 
emails), almost three times the number in the 
previous campaign.

We are looking to raise $50,000 to continue 
this life-affi rming and life-saving work until the 
end of the year. You may wonder, how effective is 
my donation likely to be? To generate one call or e-
mail to a pregnancy medical center, it costs about 
$23 of Internet advertising. It costs about $27 of 
television advertising. Your donation, no matter 
how small, makes a difference: it may save a life.

You can learn more about us at www.visionfor-
lifepgh.org. For more information about our cam-
paigns, contact me by e-mail at chris@visionfor-
lifepgh.org, or write Vision for Life, P.O. Box 893, 
Wexford, PA 15090-0893. Donations to 501(c)(3) 
Vision for Life – Pittsburgh are tax-deductible. Fol-
low us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/Vision-
forLifePGH.

Is the return to pagan behavior, 
in rebellion against the Christian 
faith or under its veneer, the fu-
ture for the (Western) world? Who 
knows? Some think that this would 
be “progress,” an inevitable “tra-
jectory.” Others fear that things 
can only get worse – again, it’s 
inevitable. Only the Lord of his-
tory, however, knows how things 
will develop, and we know that the 
wider and deeper acceptance of 
sin is not His will. It may be that our age is a time 
of turning away, but that suffering will bring people 
in the West to their senses. We are “too close to the 
action”; we just don’t know. We do know, however, 
that each of us can do something that helps others, 
that points to the truth, that refl ects the love of 
the God who comes to save us. Who knows what 
impact any one of us will have? Perhaps it will be, 
as one early Church Father said: “The times are 
evil; but live nobly, and you will change the times.” 
Please pray for the women considering abortion, 
for the pregnancy medical centers and their staffs, 
and for us and our work.

Chris Humphrey, Ph.D.
Executive Director, Vision for Life – Pittsburgh

St. George Orthodox Cathedral, Oakland

Pro-Life Advertising Saving 
Lives in Pittsburgh

It is hard not to conclude from the trends of the last fi fty years that the Western world is re-paganizing, 
publicly accepting practices that the growth of the early Church and the spread of the Christian way 
long ago had driven to the shadows. So, for example, even some Protestant bodies today are accept-
ing the notion that Christians may engage in same-sex erotic behavior. This was inconceivable only a 
generation ago. The return of practical paganism to the limelight, however, puts us in a similar place to 
the early Church; for example, St. Paul’s letters to the Corinthians were written when “to Corinthianize,” 
to make like the Corinthians, was a common expression for the abandonment of sexual mores. Saint 
Paul did not avoid awkward lifestyle questions in a time of moral confusion, but addressed them boldly. 
The rise of the early Church, too, saw the disappearance or marginalization of all kinds of pagan and 
cruel practices, including crucifi xion and the exposure of newborns.
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established Youth Center Fund. 
This was made possible through 
efforts made that weekend, and 
by a wonderful “Memory Jour-
nal” assembled by Mrs. Shirley 
Husson and her committee. We 
thank them and all those who 
contributed generously towards 
the Youth Center Fund!

The last day of the Diamond 
Jubilee weekend concluded with a 
beautiful and delicious Thanksgiv-
ing Luncheon. At the end, every-
one truly felt that he or she indeed 
had witnessed an historic event. 

We can never thank enough 
Fr. Saba, Michel Nasr and the 
members of the Council, all the 
Committees and their Chairper-
sons, for their enthusiasm. God 
bless those who worked from the 
bottom of their hearts with faith 
and love in the Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.

Metropolitan PHILIP’s  
Visit to St. Mary’s,  Montreal, 

for the Church’s 20th

After more than a month of 
preparations, all the Orthodox 
community of Montreal and its 
surroundings joined the parish-
ioners of St. Mary’s Antiochian 
Orthodox Church to welcome His 
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP 
for his historic visit. With the ap-
proval of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, our Pastor, Very Reverend 
Father Michel Fawaz, accompa-
nied by His Excellency Khalil El-
Habr, Consul-General of Lebanon 
and Dean of the Consular Corps, 
welcomed His Eminence at the 
door of the plane. 

That evening, Metropolitan 
PHILIP honoured the Parish 
Council by accepting their invita-
tion to dinner. The Pastor, Presi-
dent and all the members took 

the opportunity to speak about 
their projects accomplished over 
the past twenty years, and His 
Eminence gave valuable advice 
concerning the vision for the up-
coming years. His Eminence was 
impressed by the accomplish-
ments and growth of the Parish 
during that short time. The gath-
ering was like that of a family 
finally meeting its father after a 
long absence.

On Saturday morning, Sayidna 
met the bigger family represent-
ed by St. Mary’s organizations. 
Those responsible from the An-
tiochian Women, St. John the 
Divine, Teen SOYO, and Chris-
tian Education briefed him about 
their activities and future plans. 
Then His Eminence expressed 
his appreciation for the devotion 
and meticulous work of the An-
tiochian women, in its spiritual, 
social and humanitarian aspects. 

After the meeting His Emi-
nence was invited to the Maronite 
Diocese, where His Grace Bishop 
Youssef El-Khoury (Canada Ma-
ronite Bishop) had prepared an 
Honorary Lunch for him in the 
presence of clerics from different 
sects of Christianity and Islam, 
and from the diplomatic, busi-
ness and political spheres as well. 
Among the distinguished guests, 
we could note the presence of 
Sheikh Said Fawaz, Imam Sayed 
Nabil Abbas, Sheikh Hasan Ez-
zedine, His Grace Bishop Yousef 
Habash (North America Syriac 
Bishop) and the Consul of Iraq 
Riad Altaii. His Grace Bishop El-
Khoury warmly welcomed our 
honored guest and described 
his pastoral work as exemplary 
of the ideal. His Eminence then 
replied by thanking the host of 
the event for his kind gesture and 

then spoke of His Beatitude Pa-
triarch Mar Beshara Boutros El-
Raii, referring to him as a model 
in pastoral care, patriotism and 
devotion. He asked God, the Al-
mighty, to let peace rain in our 
countries of origin and in the 
Middle East, and to give long 
days to the Maronite Diocese that 
it might remain a shining light of 
faith.

A formal banquet dinner was 
organized for that evening at 
the Sheraton Hotel. Among the 
distinguished guests were His 
Eminence Bishop Ibrahim Ibra-
him (Canadian Catholic – Melkite 
Bishop); His Eminence Bishop 
Youssef Habash; His Excellency 
Ambassador Khalil Habr, Consul-
General of Lebanon; Ambassa-
dor Georges Abou Zeid, Chargé 
d’Affairs of Lebanon; the Honor-
able Ted Opetz, Member of Par-
liament and representative of the 
Prime Minister of Canada; Mrs. 
Barbara Pizany, representative of 
the Minister of Immigration; the 
Honorable Maria Mourani, Mem-
ber of Parliament for Ahuntsic; 
Lawyer Joseph Dawra, represen-
tative of the Mayor of Montreal; 
and Mr. Aaref Salem, represen-
tative of the Municipality of St. 
Laurent. Among those present 
were also pastors and members 
of sister churches and Antiochian 
Orthodox parishes in Montreal 
and Ottawa.

On Sunday His Eminence pre-
sided over the Divine Liturgy, one 
in which everyone felt that the 
angels were attending as well, as 
if we were at the heavenly altar. 
His Eminence was assisted by 
our Pastor, Fr. Michel Fawaz, Fr. 
Boulos Khayat, Fr. Jean El-Murr, 
Archdeacon Hans El-Hayek and 
Subdeacon Robert Bayouk. With 

St. George Cathedral,  
Coral Gables, Florida

Diamond Jubilee – 60th 

On November 16–18, 2012, St. 
George Cathedral of Coral Ga-
bles, Florida, began a year-long 
celebration of her Diamond Jubi-
lee – the 60th Anniversary – with 
a weekend to remember. 

The festivities began on Fri-
day evening. The Cathedral was 
adorned with long ribbons of red 
and white satin, streaming from 
the center archway of the altar, 
and the bells were joyously ring-
ing in jubilation at the arrival of 
our beloved Metropolitan’s mo-
torcade at the front of the Ca-
thedral.The faithful of St. George 
Cathedral had eagerly awaited 
the arrival of His Eminence Met-
ropolitan PHILIP, His Eminence 
Archbishop JOSEPH, His Grace 
Bishop ANTOUN, and His Grace 
Bishop NICHOLAS. The Cathe-
dral was honored to have in atten-
dance the Very Reverend Dr. Paul 
Nadim Tarazi; the Vice Chair-
man of the Archdiocese Board 
of Trustees, Fawaz El-Khoury; 
and the North American Chair-
lady of the Order of St. Ignatius, 
Mrs. Mary Winstanley O’Connor. 
A special honor was bestowed on 
the Cathedral with the arrival of 
Maronite Bishop MOUNIR Khai-

rallah of Batroun, Lebanon. 
The Cathedral Council hosted 

a Welcome Reception in the Ca-
thedral Hall. The Very Reverend 
Dr. Tarazi, from St. Vladimir’s 
Seminary in New York spoke on 
the theme of the Diamond Jubi-
lee weekend, “Where there is 
no vision, the people shall per-
ish” (Proverbs 29:18), and led 
a stimulating discussion.  Mrs. 
O’Connor gave a very enlight-
ening talk about the Order of St 
Ignatius. The program featured 
musical entertainment by the vel-
vet Arabic voice of Mrs. Sawsan 
Shalah. Mr. Joe Donato gave a 
wonderful jazz tribute, and our 
very own Mr. Jackson King enter-
tained us on the piano.

On Saturday morning, we wel-
comed His Eminence and all the 
venerable Hierarchs into the Ca-
thedral for a gathering of Fellow-
ship and SOYO members, Sunday 
School children, their parents, our 
teachers, and Principal Carmen 
Kostik, for a question-and-answer 
session that Metropolitan PHILIP 
enjoyed. Six questions were asked 
of him, which he answered hap-
pily and completely, but he said 
he wanted to hear more from the 
children, and they certainly had 
more than a few to ask, such as 
“How did God make earth life?” 

That evening, we enjoyed a 
Grand Banquet and Hafli in cel-
ebration of the Diamond Jubilee. 
The attendees viewed a memo-
rable video entitled “A Journey 
of Sixty Years,” that showed the 
humble origins of the Cathedral. 
The Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba gave 
inspiring remarks about the fu-
ture of the Cathedral. Our Main 
Speaker, His Eminence Metropol-
itan PHILIP, provided his person-
al reflection on his involvement 
in the development of the Cathe-
dral during the forty-six years of 
his Archpastoral leadership of 
the Archdiocese. 

This was followed by the pre-
sentation of the Saint George 
Cathedral Medal of Merit to 
ten individuals who have labored 
during the past sixty years to 
serve the “the spiritual oasis of 
the Americas,” as the Metropoli-
tan called our Church at its con-
secration in 1967.

Sunday’s Divine Liturgy was 
uplifting and heartwarming. 

We are proud that His Emi-
nence inducted six new members 
to the Order of St. Ignatius on 
this Sunday. Immediately after-
wards, a presentation was made 
by the Diamond Jubilee Stew-
ards, Yamil and Salma Zacur, of 
a $60,000 check for the newly-

Communities in Action
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more. Bishop THOMAS’s words 
were applicable to each of us in 
a special way, even to those who 
do not attend St. Basil’s regularly. 
We all need to grow, and we must 
rely on God in all our endeavors, 
for it truly is in Him that all is 
possible. 

Bishop ANTOUN 
 Commemorates 40th 

Bishop ANTOUN arrived in Or-
lando on Friday, March 1, 2013, 
to visit and bless the faithful of 
St. George, and to attend the 

celebration marking the 40th An-
niversary of Fr. John E.  Hamatie 
appointment as pastor of St. 
George Antiochian Orthodox 
Church. After arriving at his ho-
tel, His Grace asked Fr. John to 
take him to visit Monks James 
and Augustine of the Orthodox 
Community of Ss. Cosmos and 
Damian. The Community has a 
long-running ministry of housing, 
helping and caring for homeless 
HIV men in the Orlando area. Af-
ter visiting them, His Grace was 
driven to St. George to attend the 
Friday Church meal for homeless 

people. His Grace blessed the 
food and the three hundred men, 
women and children being fed 
that day.

That evening, Sayidna had din-
ner with the Parish Council and 
some faithful at a new Italian res-
taurant, La Strada-Italian Kitchen, 
opened by some of the faithful of 
St. George in downtown Orlando. 
On Saturday, Sayidna met with 
the Sunday School children of 
the parish as well as their super-
intendent, Mrs. Cindy Rappold, 
and some of their teachers. The 

children really enjoyed His Grace 
and he enjoyed them as well. Af-
ter Great Vespers that evening, 
Sayidna was the guest of honor at 
a beautiful banquet put on by the 
Parish and chaired by Mrs. Gabri-
elle Stevens to celebrate the 40 
years of service given by Fr. John 
to St. George. A number of hon-
ored guests were in attendance 
and spoke lovingly of Fr. John: 
Fr. Michael Byars, Dean of the 
Antiochian North Florida Dean-
ery; Fr. Constantine Simeonides, 
President of the Central Florida 
Council of Orthodox Churches; 

Fr. Bassam Saade, Pastor of St. 
Jude Maronite Catholic Church; 
Rabbi Gary Perras of Temple Is-
rael in Daytona Beach; Mr. Nael 
Abid, Past-President of the Arab-
American-Cultural Center of Or-
lando on behalf of the local Mus-
lim community; Mr. Dan Bushuri, 
Past-President of the Syrian-
Lebanese-American Club of Or-
lando; Dr. Amid Habib, President 
and founder of United People in 
Christ; Mr. Reggie McGill, repre-
senting His Honor, Mayor Buddy 
Dyer of Orlando; Mrs. Anastasia 

Quattry on behalf of the Parish 
Council of St. George; and Mrs. 
Marie-Antoinette Abdelmessih 
on behalf of the Hamatie family. 
Ms. Rachelle Hood, President of 
the Ephraim Project which over-
sees the homeless feedings at St. 
George, spoke about Fr. John’s 
deep commitment to helping and 
showing love to the homeless 
who come to St. George everyday 
for help.

Also in attendance with good 
wishes and love were Father 
 Joseph Samaan, of St. Demetrios 
Greek Orthodox Church of Day-

the blessings of His Eminence, 
the choir of the church performed 
extraordinarily, blessed with the 
singing of chanter Tony Fadoul. 
In his sermon, the Metropoli-
tan talked about the importance 
of Our Lady Virgin Mary in the 
Church, insisting that she has the 
highest rank between the saints 
and angels – more honourable 
than the Cherubim, and more 
glorious than the Seraphim. Then 
he tackled the meaning of the 
cross in Christianity consisting 
on the power of the Holy Cross 
and the respect that we should 
all have for the Cross, since the 
anniversary date lay between the 
feast of the nativity of Our Lady 
the Theotokos Virgin Mary and 
the Elevation of the Holy Cross 
of Our Saviour. Before giving the 
holy blessing to the many faith-
ful participants in the Liturgy, His 
Eminence accepted and blessed 
eleven new members in the orga-
nization of St. Ignatius of Antioch 
and offered them the cross of 
membership. Following the litur-
gy, everyone moved to the church 
hall where His Eminence shared 
lunch with us, prepared with de-
votion by the Antiochian Women.

His Eminence ended his visit 
by wishing the parish continued 
success in serving the Lord and 
the ever-blessed Virgin Mary. It 
is true that, when His Eminence 
left, we began to miss him, but 
the great joy that he has planted 
in our hearts makes us feel that 
he is very close to us and we are 
already looking forward to his 
next visit.

Bishop THOMAS  Challenges 
Faithful to Have Faith

St. Basil the Great Orthodox 
Church, a small parish in a small 

town by the name of Poquoson, 
Virginia, has experienced signifi-
cant change in the past year. We 
have welcomed a new priest and 
his family, and also changed from 
a “mission” to a “parish.” While 
both are blessings, change is also 
accompanied by apprehension 
and anxiety. Our annual Parish 
Council meeting, held in Decem-
ber, discussed increased operat-
ing expenses, and a budget that 
just did not add up. This had hap-
pened in previous years, but not 
to this extent. The outpouring of 
money being much greater than 
that which would be coming in 
was alarming and discomforting 
to many; growth was no longer 
an option, but a necessity. While 
optimistic, there were still many 
who were troubled by the ques-
tion of how.

We needed words of sage wis-
dom, and thankfully those came 
on an unusually warm winter 
evening when His Grace Bishop 
THOMAS joined the faithful of 
St. Basil’s for Great Vespers. Fol-
lowing a beautiful, most rever-
ent service, His Grace spoke in 
great detail of church growth. He 
explained it must be the “right” 
growth. The Church is not a 
“coliseum,” and Divine Liturgy 
is not a concert. It is not some-
thing one attends on Sunday for 
the enjoyment of the sights, the 
sounds, and the smells, and then 
returns home. The faithful need 
to be just that, faithful. Heart and 

souls are poured into caring for 
households, and money is earned 
to pay the bills and keep food on 
the table. This and more must be 
done for the church home! Refer-
ring to our concerns, His Grace 
spat on the floor, and said some-
thing along the lines of “When 
you say ‘Can’t’, you are spitting 
in the face of God, because ALL 
things are possible with God!” 
He had the Icon of the Nativity 
brought up and pointed out the 
devil speaking to Joseph, and 
said that is where our doubts 
stemmed from. We must have 
faith. We must trust in God. We 
are called to be greater than we 
are, and absolutely cannot be 
lazy. We must reach out and do 
more in our community.

Being in a military-centric 
area, Bishop THOMAS suggested 
inviting the families of fallen ser-
vice members to Great Vespers 
and saying the Trisagion Prayers 
in remembrance, as well as pray-
ing for those currently serving. 
He felt it important to note that 
growth was not about money; we 
do not grow to increase funds. 
If that were the case he said he 
would be suggesting bingo on 
Saturday nights! This was impor-
tant, as so many people come to 
church seeking, and it is impor-
tant that in that search they find 
not a temporary, “feel-good” solu-
tion, but the fullness of the faith 
found in Holy Orthodoxy. 

By the grace of God, our parish 
will grow. By the grace of God, 
each of us will give a bit more. 
Maybe that will come by means 
of a financial gift, or maybe a gift 
of doing more in our community, 
or more within our church home. 
We all have our special talents, 
and many of us truly can give 
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Bishop THOMAS at 
Liturgy.

Left: Teens attend 
the dinner

Right: Bishop ANTOUN 
with Fr. Hamatie and 
his family.



A Syrian mini-picnic followed 
in August, with favorite Syrian 
foods such as kibbee, meat pies, 
grape leaves, kufta sandwiches, 
green beans and rice, spinach 
pies and hummus.

In September our Fellowship 
of St. John Divine held its annual 
“Liturgy in the Park” at North-
moreland Park. After Matins and 
Liturgy in the boathouse, we took 
down the “pews” and set up for a 
potluck luncheon. Then we went 
outside and participated in some 
fun and friendly competitions, 
including pass-the-string, tug-of-
war, and kickball. It was great day 
of worship and fellowship.

Before we knew it, our 100th 
Anniversary Weekend had ar-
rived. On Friday, November 2, we 
had a Parish Council dinner with 
Bishop THOMAS and Bishop 
JOHN, and were delighted that 
Father Gregory Ofiesh could join 
us from California, as well. Father 
Gregory’s father, Reverend Nich-
olas Ofiesh, served as the priest 
at St. George from 1920 to 1967. 
Bishop JOHN (Abdalah) had also 
been our priest for sixteen years, 
beginning in 1979. We were hap-
py to toast to St. George’s rich 
history, and to listen to the words 
of wisdom of our bishops.

The weekend festivities con-
tinued Saturday morning with a 
church school luncheon with the 
bishops. The preschool children 
performed a skit of “The Good 
Samaritan” for the bishops, in 
keeping with the Creative Arts 
theme. The bishops then gra-
ciously answered a long list of 
questions that the children had 
submitted.

Next we joined visiting clergy 
and friends for a Vespers Service. 
Bishop THOMAS, Bishop JOHN, 

Father Gregory and Father Me-
letios were joined by our previous 
priest, Father Joel Gillam, former 
parishioners Father John Salem 
and Sub-deacon Greg Abdalah, 
and Father Anthony Yazge from 
the Antiochian Village. During 
this service, our beloved choir 
director, Brian Cavalier, was or-
dained as a sub-deacon.

Our 100th Anniversary Ban-
quet that evening surpassed all 
our expectations, with over 270 
people coming from all over the 
country to celebrate with us at 
the Oakmont Country Club. The 
evening began with cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres as we overlooked 
the beautiful golf course. We 
were then served a delicious din-
ner while enjoying entertaining 
and inspiring remarks from our 
parish council President, one of 
our 100th Anniversary Commit-
tee Chairpersons, and our bish-
ops. We were all delighted when 
Meritorious Life Service awards 
were presented to David Namey 
and Larry Zeiler for their many 
years of hard work and dedica-
tion to our church. Then the en-
tertainment began and the room 
was filled with music, dancing 
and laughter. A Centennial Com-
memorative Book and DVD video 
were distributed to everyone who 
attended.

All of our guests and parishio-
ners were then invited to join us 
for Matins and Liturgy on Sunday, 
a luncheon in our church hall, 
and the elevation of our Father 
Meletios to the rank of Arch-
priest. Axios! He is worthy! 

Thank you to our 100th Anni-
versary Chairpersons, Dr. Henry 
Bitar and Vicki Herman; to all of 
our committees; to our commu-
nity supporters; and to everyone 

who helped us celebrate. We look 
forward to our next 100 years.

St. George in Troy to 
 Celebrate 100th Anniversary

 What a joyful year, 2013, for 
the parishioners of St. George 
Antiochian Orthodox Church of 
Troy, Michigan! We are celebrat-
ing not only our centennial, but 
also the burning of the mortgage 
we have held since 1994 on the 
most recent building of our beau-
tiful church and its surrounding 
facilities.

It all began approximately 100 
years ago, in the period between 
1905 and 1913, when a group of 
our blessed founders emigrated 
from countries of the Middle 
East to find religious freedom 
and a new life for their families 
in America. They met in their 
homes to celebrate Divine Litur-
gy and finally, in 1913, in a small 
church in Detroit.

Now, a hundred years after this 
humble and steadfast beginning, 
we are inviting all the faithful of 
our Archdiocese and fellow Or-
thodox Christians to join us in 
this double celebration, October 
18–20, 2013. Metropolitan PHIL-
IP will preside, and the weekend 
will include Archdiocese meet-
ings for the Board of Trustees, 
The Order of St. Ignatius Gov-
erning Council, and the Village 
Council.

Events will take place at the 
Troy Marriott, our St. George 
Church and our banquet facility. 
Meetings will be held at the Mar-
riott on Friday after noon and Sat-
urday in the morning, followed 
by a luncheon hosted by local 
members of the Board of Trust-
ees. Great Vespers will take place 
at St. George Church Saturday 
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tona Beach; Fr. Kamal Al-Rahil, 
Pastor of St. George Antiochian 
Orthodox Church of Jacksonville; 
Fr. Cassian Dunlop, Pastor of 
St. Andrew’s Antiochian Ortho-
dox Church of Eustis; Fr. Daniel 
Hickman, Pastor and Archdea-
con Michael Malenowski of St. 
Stephen’s in Lake Mary (OCA); 
and Frs. Juan Carlos Rios and 
Nektarios Harding, both of the 
ROCOR mission in Kissimmee. 
Master of Ceremonies Gabrielle 
Stevens read two proclamations 
– one from Mayor Buddy Dyer 
of the City of Orlando, and the 
other from Mayor Teresa Jacobs 
of Orange County, proclaiming 
Saturday, March 2, as “Father 
John E. Hamatie 40th Anniver-
sary Day” in both Orlando and in 
Orange County. After dinner, His 
Grace spoke very kindly about 

Father John. The last speaker 
was Fr. John, who mentioned a 
few anecdotes from his forty-year 
pastorate of St. George. It was an 
evening filled with love, and for 
this Fr. John said he was most ap-
preciative

On Sunday, His Grace arrived 
early at St. George. Fr. John had 
the episcopal vestment that the 
Church had made last year and 
keeps at St. George for His Grace 
to use. This year the Church 
added an episcopal crown, bish-
op’s staff, and dikari and trikari 
candlesticks for His Grace. Fr. 
John explained to His Grace that 
he wants Sayidna to feel when he 
comes to St. George that he is 
at home and need bring only his 
clothes with him. The Matins ser-
vice was followed by a beautiful 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. In his 
address to the congregation, Say-
idna spoke of his joy in witnessing 
the weekly homeless feeding at 
St. George. Following the Divine 
Liturgy, Sayidna inducted three 
people into the Order of St. Ig-
natius of Antioch: Kim and Elias 
Abughazaleh and Randy Thomas 
Brakeall, who was sponsored by 
his wife, Dame Mary Brakeall.

Following the Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy, coffee and cake was 
served in the newly renovated 
Mama +Alyce Hamatie Fellow-
ship Hall. In place of our weekly 
discussion topic, His Grace was 
asked to give his thoughts on 
the possible future of the Antio-
chian Patriarchate as well as our 
beloved Antiochian Archdiocese 
in North America. After his talk, 
Sayidna answered questions from 
the gathered faithful.

The weekend was a wonder-
ful experience for all because 
of the feeling of the presence of 

our Lord JESUS Christ in every 
event. Sayidna departed Orlando 
on Monday, March 4, to return 
home. Not only did we remem-
ber the past 40 years, but we 
also prayed for, and looked for-
ward to, our future with our Lord 
Christ guiding our every effort 
for His Kingdom in Orlando and 
Central Florida.

May Almighty God grant Say-
idna ANTOUN many, many years.

St. George, New  Kensington, 
 Celebrates 100 Years

“Our Roots Run Deep” was the 
theme for St. George Orthodox 
Church’s 100th Anniversary Cel-
ebration, held with much joy and 
enthusiasm on the weekend of 
November 3, 2012. 

The celebration actually had 
kicked off a year prior, on No-
vember 5, 2011, with our Fourth 
Annual Sacred Arts Festival. (See 
the article in the May 2012 issue 
of The WORD, p. 28). It was a 
successful event and a great op-
portunity to share our Orthodox 
faith and Syrian heritage with the 
local community. The event in-
cluded speakers, iconographers, 
vendors, our own bookstore, and 
a Byzantine choir concert.

Next, we remembered our heri-
tage at our annual St. George Day 
Brunch held on May 12, 2012. 
At this annual feast-day celebra-
tion we recognize church school 
students, altar servers and high 
school seniors. Additionally, we 
recognize a couple of parishio-
ners who are nominated for hav-
ing served the church admirably.

In July, our annual St. George 
Golf outing was dedicated to our 
100th Anniversary, and was so well-
attended that we sold out all the 
carts at Hillcrest Country Club.
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Bishops THOMAS and 
JOHN visit New Kensing-

ton for Centennial

Attending Vesper Service 
were Bishop THOMAS, 

Bishop JOHN, Father 
Gregory and Father 

Meletios, joined by our 
previous priest, Father 

Joel Gillam, former 
parishioners Father John 

Salem and Sub-deacon 
Greg Abdalah, and Father 

Anthony Yazge.
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love bind us together and thus in-
vite change. I am pleased to be 
active in it, and now through it, 
as a new member of the Order of 
St. Ignatius.

Finally, Abouna, thank you 
for your active concern for the 
health of our church and that of 
the Order of St. Ignatius Order.

With appreciation, Dr. Nawal Sarraf Sayegh

Note that some of the funds 
raised by the Order will be 
used to sponsor our youth who 
are attending Camp Transfig-
uration. 

By the Grace of God, the Or-
der in Ottawa has grown and 
continues to grow yearly. To-
day, members of our chapter 
come from all walks of life: sec-
retaries, executives, business 
owners, stay-at-home moms. 
Some members are young, oth-
ers are senior citizens, some 
have young families and some 
have grandchildren. But all 
share a common love for Christ 
and his Church.

Elie Salibi, Ottawa Chapter Ambassador

Consecration at St. Nicholas,
St. Petersburg

His Grace Bishop ANTOUN, 
assisted by His Grace Bishop 
THOMAS, made Sunday, March 
10, 2013, a memorable day in 
the life of St. Nicholas parish as 

they consecrated our new church 
building, anointing the new altar, 
the new sacred vessels and altar 
cloths, and the icons and walls. 
All of these new vessels and 
icons were donated by generous 
parishioners and friends of the 
 parish.

Bishop ANTOUN had blessed 
the ground-breaking in 2003, 
and the new church in 2006, but 
on this day their Graces conse-
crated the church. The blessing 
of a church can be compared to 
the birth of a child and the con-
secration to the child’s baptism, 
for the new altar was washed and 
then anointed with chrism just 
like a newly baptized child.

The relics of St. Raphael, along 
with the secondary relics of St. 
Spyridon and St. Theodora the 
Empress, the list of departed 
members of the parish, and a list 
of the active members of the par-
ish were placed in a cavity in the 
altar, and then sealed with bees-
wax. Icons of the four Evangelists 
were affixed to the four corners 
of the altar and then the Ka-
tasarkion (the linen undercloth) 
was tied to the altar, followed by 
the new red velvet altar cloth. At 
each step of the process Bishop 
ANTOUN announced what he 
was doing so that the congrega-
tion could follow along, using the 

special service booklet printed 
for the occasion. 

Many of the parishioners were 
in tears as the solemnity of the 
service resonated with them. It 
was truly a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience, as consecrating a 
church takes place only once and 
most churches have been around 
for many years.

The Hierarchical Divine Lit-
urgy followed with Fr. Michael 
Massouh, Fr. Michael Soter, and 
Fr. Daniel Ghica assisting their 
Graces. At the conclusion of the 
service, parishioners received 
a blessing from either Bishop 
ANTOUN or Bishop THOMAS, a 
poster of one of the Christ icons 
in the altar commemorating the 
event, and a piece of the Savonon 
(the over-vestment that Bishop 
ANTOUN wore during the con-
secration) as a keepsake of the 
auspicious celebration.

Three new members of the Or-
der of St. Ignatius were inducted: 
Khouria Virginia Massouh, Robert 
Lewis, and Col. Michael Nahas. 
Mary Winstanley O’Connor, the 
national chair of the Order, was 
in attendance and sponsored one 
of the new inductees. Afterwards 
we all motored to the charming 
St. Petersburg Yacht Club for 
a delicious buffet, at which we 
honored Bishop THOMAS for his 
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evening at 6:00 p.m., followed 
by a cocktail hour and a Grand 
Banquet in our church banquet 
facility, Metropolitan PHILIP pre-
siding. We are inviting our Parish 
Council, Teen SOYO and the Cen-
tennial Committee to say a few 
words along with  Metropolitan 
PHILIP’s main address. Sunday 
morning Matins will take place at 
9:00 a.m., followed by a Hierar-
chical Divine Liturgy. All will be 
invited to a special luncheon in 
our banquet facility afterwards.

Sunday evening a special din-
ner will be hosted by Walid and 
Cheryl Khalife for Board Mem-
bers and special guests. We ask 
for your prayers, support and 
generosity in making this gala 
weekend successful. A Souvenir 
Journal will be forthcoming. Fur-
ther details regarding reserva-
tions at the Marriott, the prices of 
events, and advertisements in the 
Journal can be obtained from our 
St. George website, www.stgeor-
geoftroy.com. Please plan to 
bring your entire family to share 
in this wonderful weekend of 
prayer, contemplation and joyful 

meetings with old 
friends. The City 
of Troy and sur-
rounding commu-
nities have much 
to offer, including 
sightseeing and 
shopping for the 
ladies at our Som-
erset Collection, 
just a few minutes 
from the  Marriott.

We hope to see many of you 
in October at our beautiful St. 
George Church in Troy. 

“A Christian Does  
Not Own His Life, But Gives 

His Time to God” 

December at St. Elias Cathe-
dral is Christmas, our great cel-
ebration of the birth of our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; however, this 
is not the only big event of that 
holy month. December is also the 
month in which we honor St. Ig-
natius. In accordance, then, with 
our traditions, all members of the 
order come to Church wearing 
their crosses and members help 
by reading the epistle, collecting 
the offering, and ushering. All are 
happy to serve the church in any 
way they can.

St. Ignatius tells us, “As the tree 
is known by its fruits, so they 
who claim to belong to Christ are 
known by their actions, for this 
work of ours does not consist in 
just making professions but in a 
faith that is both practical and 
lasting.”

Every year the Order organ-
izes a dinner which is attended 
by members and their spouses. A 
highlight this year was the pres-
ence of six new members who 
were to be inducted by His Grace 
Bishop ALEXANDER on January 
6, 2013. Of the six new members, 
one was a life-member, Dr. Nawal 
Sarraf Sayegh. Meditating on her 
induction as a life-member, Dr. 
Nawal wrote a beautiful reflection. 

Reflection on Induction into
The Order of St. Ignatius

As a new life-Member of the 
Order of St. Ignatius inducted 
today, Sunday, January 6, 2013, 
on the Baptism Day of our Lord 
Jesus, and also your birthday, and 
sponsored by Khouiyee Helene, I 
thank you warmly, the Spiritual 

Advisor of the Order of St. Igna-
tius of Antioch generally, and the 
pastor of our St. Elias Cathedral 
of Ottawa, particularly, for your 
most illuminating thoughts and 
welcoming words in the Sunday 
Bulletin to the new members who 
were inducted by His Grace Bish-
op ALEXANDER.  

Fr. Ghattas, I am grateful to be 
part of this Order. You always en-
rich us with your good thoughts, 
and I thank you for bringing my 
attention to this valuable oppor-
tunity to contribute.

Indeed, it is my privilege to join 
the Order of St. Ignatius now; 
while it has been in existence for 
more than thirty five years, this 
kind of highly intentional organ-
ization is timeless and suited to all 
times. . . . . Accordingly, I believe 
that giving from self to others 
serves any time, all the time, fol-
lowing Jesus’ teaching that giv-
ing is the highest Christian virtue 
that we all need to adopt happily 
and willingly. . . .

No doubt the Order of St. Ig-
natius will flourish over time, 
in continuity with Metropolitan 
PHILIP’S reasoning. In his book 
Feed My Sheep, he writes, “His-
tory from a Christian perspective 
is a dynamic process because it 
is the arena of God’s action in 
the past as in the present. But 
if we do not fully, creatively and 
faithfully respond to the divine 
challenge, no change can be ef-
fected in our Church, values 
and human situation” (p.66). 
Father Ghattas, through your 
long years of valuable giving you 
seem to be promoting this vision 
of change. Your concern for the 
Cathedral has been obvious, and 
reflected in its steady growth and 
distinct identity, where faith and 

54   The Word The Word   55

Left:
Bishop ANTOUN and 
Fr. Michael Massouh seal 
relics in altar

Right:
Bishop THOMAS with 
Bishop ANTOUN and Fr. 
Michael Massouh

Fr. Ghattas and Elie Salibi



event’s tribute, culminating with 
Fr. Timothy joining them in a se-
lection of Hawaiian melodies.

It was an evening full of both 
warm remarks and memories, in-
cluding those shared by Master of 
Ceremonies Don Meena, Parish 
Council Chairman Constantine 
Nasr, and Los Angeles Council-
man Dennis Zine. Councilman 
Zine presented a proclamation 
on behalf of the City. Constantine 
also produced an extraordinary 
video retrospective, highlighting 
Father’s call to Orthodoxy and his 
life in the Holy Priesthood.

Just when we didn’t think it 
could get more emotional, we 
were blessed by a surprise video 
greeting from His Grace Bishop 
ANTOUN, who is also celebrating 
his 30th year in the Holy Episco-
pate. Sayidna ANTOUN’s remarks 
reflected on Fr. Timothy as his first 
ordained priest, and on their serv-
ing many Paschal Liturgies at St. 
George in Upper Darby, Pennsyl-
vania. The videos were followed 
by Michael Baclig delivering a 
moving tribute to his dad and the 
St. Michael parish community.

We were blessed to have Arch-
bishop JOSEPH with us as our 
guest speaker. In addition to his 

sincere sentiments about Father 
Timothy’s service to his flock, the 
Diocese and his Christian min-
istry, the Archbishop delivered 
another special surprise when he 
bestowed upon Fr. Timothy the 
Antonian Silver Medal on behalf 
of Metropolitan PHILIP, for his 
unwavering dedication to the An-
tiochian Archdiocese.

Father Timothy addressed the 
many family and friends who 
were present with heartfelt re-
marks, reflective and thankful 
as he paid tribute to the love 
he and his family have always 
been shown from the parishes 
he served both in Upper Darby 
and Van Nuys. He offered a spe-
cial tribute to the founders of St. 
Michael parish, several of whom 
were in attendance. 

The celebration culminated on 
Sunday with the Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy, in which Archbishop 
JOSEPH presided, followed by a 
beautiful reception hosted by the 
Antiochian Women. This recep-
tion included an encore perfor-
mance by the Hongo’s. It was a 
wonderful conclusion to a week-
end honoring our much-admired 
pastor, filled with joy, Christian 
love and fellowship.

Bishop NICHOLAS and 
Other Guests Visit 

St. George, Allentown

On April 6–7, 2013, Father 
Anthony Sabbagh and the Parish 
of St. George Church in Allen-
town, Pennsylvania, was blessed 
and very pleased to host a visit 
for His Grace Bishop NICHO-
LAS. His Grace shared fellow-
ship with our parishioners and 
several church groups: Sunday 
School, the Ladies Altar Society 
and the Fellowship of St. John 
the Divine. He also led an inspir-
ing Lenten Retreat for members 
of Teen SOYO. His words and 
visit were a special blessing and 
we are grateful for his loving 
support. On April 7, St. George 
Church welcomed guests Chris-
topher Veniamin, Professor of 
Patristics, St. Tikhon’s Semi-
nary, and Klaus Kenneth, speak-
er and author of the bestseller 
Born To Hate, Reborn To Love. 
Kenneth’s remarkable story and 
well-received presentation were 
thought-provoking.

(From the left) Khouria 
Minerva and Father 
Anthony Sabbagh, 
Klaus Kenneth, Bishop 
NICHOLAS, Christo-
pher Veniamin, Joe 
and Mary Landino and 
their five children.

60th birthday two days earlier. His 
parents, Tom and Jean Joseph, 
who live in Fort Myers, were 
there to share it with him. Bishop 
THOMAS as Father Thomas had 
been the priest at St. Nicholas 
just prior to his elevation to Bish-
op and had been instrumental in 
the planning of the new church. 
It was appropriate that he par-
ticipate in the completion of the 
work he had initiated.

On Saturday, earlier in the 
weekend, both bishops joined 
the Sunday School students and 
teachers and former campers in 
a lunch at the church. Later that 
evening, after Vespers, they dined 
with members of the Parish Coun-
cil, the Ladies Society, the Men’s 
Club, and Sunday School Teach-
ers at the Pasadena Steak House.

Thanks to Doreen Radich and 
her committee for all the behind-
the-scenes work necessary for 
the success of the day.

Dr. and Mrs. George Farha

On Sunday, April 21st, His 
Grace Bishop BASIL of Wichita 
and the Diocese of Mid-America, 
Secretary of the Assembly of Ca-
nonical Orthodox Bishops of 
North and Central America, pre-
sented a Certificate of Apprecia-
tion to Dr. and Mrs. George J. 
Farha, members of St. George 
Cathedral in Wichita, Kansas, on 
behalf of His Eminence Archbish-
op DEMETRIOS of the Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese of America, 
Chairman of the Assembly.

The Assembly is comprised of 
the sixty-seven active Orthodox 
Bishops in Canada, the United 
States and Mexico. The Certifi-
cate of Appreciation, the first of 
its kind, was issued to the Far-
has in recognition of their ex-
ceptional financial and prayerful 
support of the work of the As-
sembly. For information on the 
Assembly of Bishops, please visit 
www.assemblyofbishops.org.

St. Michael Parish of 
Van Nuys Honors 30 Years of 

Priestly Service

Psalms 99:2 commands us to 
“serve the Lord with gladness, 
come before Him with great joy.” 
St. Michael Parish of Van Nuys, 
California did just that when it 
came together on the weekend of 
January 12–13, 2013, to honor 
and celebrate the 30 years of 
joyous service in the Holy Priest-
hood of their Pastor, the Very Rev. 
Timothy Baclig.

The festivities began with the 
celebration of Great Vespers, in 
which Archbishop JOSEPH pre-
sided with several clergy from 
throughout Southern California 
in attendance. We then proceed-
ed to our Community Center ball-
room that was decorated with an 
elegant Hawaiian theme in honor 
of Father’s birthplace. 

It was a joy for our parish 
to have Father’s son Michael, 
daughter-in-law Rebekah, and 
his grandchildren “home” with 
us for the weekend. Additionally, 
we were delighted to welcome 
several members of the Baclig 
family, many of whom came from 
Hawaii, including his brother and 
sister-in-law, Andy and Rosemary 
Baclig, Jr., his sister Carol Bissen, 
and Father’s nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

One of the most moving mo-
ments of the weekend was man-
aging to catch Father Timothy 
off guard with the unexpected 
arrival of his very dear family 
friends, Randy and Gay Hongo. 
The Hongo’s are Hawaiian Chris-
tian music entertainers and have 
been close to the entire Baclig 
family for years. Their beautiful 
music was a warm prelude to the 

Bishop BASIL with  
Dr. and Mrs. 

George J. Farha

Right: Fr. Timothy Baclig
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THIS POPULAR TITLE IS NOW AVAILABLE IN ITS 3RD EDITION 
The Services of Great and Holy Week and Pascha 
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Two-Tone Print (Red & Black) 

High Quality White Bible Paper 
Gold Gilded Edges 
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 Edited by the V. Rev. John G. Winfrey.  This volume contains the 
complete text for the Services of Great & Holy Week & Pascha.  All of the 
rubrics have been corrected with the text found in The Liturgikon.  Also, 
the text in the Hymns is completely edited to match the Hymns of Kazan’s 
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Gold Gilded Edges & Gold-Embossed Cover 
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Lightweight (29.4 OZ) 
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 Endorsed by His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP as the Official Lec-
tionary of the Self-Ruled Antiochian Archdiocese of North America, the 
Book of the Epistles makes its debut in 2010. Compiled by Fr. Charles 
Baz, and reviewers include Fr. Paul Tarazi, Fr. David Hester, Dn. Ezra Ham.  
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This book is a “must have” for every Orthodox Church! 
GET YOUR COPY TODAY! 
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2013 DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
& THE WEST

PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE

Hosted by St. Luke 
Antiochian Orthodox Church

Garden Grove, CA
July 3 - July 7, 2013

Crowne Plaza Resort ~ Garden Grove, CA
Reservations (800) 233-9527

Mention “St. Luke’s 2013 Annual Conference”
Conference Rate:  $119+tax/night

Or go to www.PLC2013.org and follow the hotel link.

Keynote Speaker:  Archpriest Dr. John Behr 
Dean of St. Vladimir Orthodox Theological Seminary.

Fr. John will address the topic of “The End of History… The Last Judgment.”

Conference Highlights:
Holy Services and Sunday Hierarchical Divine Liturgy,
Children and Teen Activities, Kids Club, Workshops,

Oratorical Contest, 4th of July Family Night, 
Order of St. Ignatius Dinner,

Friday Evening Family Dinner & Entertainment,
Bible Bowl & Ice Cream Shoppe Social,

Awards Lunch/Choir Festival

For Event Registration, Conference forms,
and more detailed information, 
please visit www.PLC2013.org

Early Bird Event Registration Deadline May 1, 2013
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Special Rate of $99/night 
Free Indoor Parking Garage 

Free Wi-Fi and Business Center 
Spa, Salon & Barber Shop 
Six Restaurants & Lounges 

Club 360 Fitness Center 
Outdoor Swimming Pool 
River view from all rooms 

Located on Historic Main Street 
in Downtown Louisville 

AND LOOK WHAT YOU CAN DO WHILE IN 
LOUISVILLE! 

Over 100 restaurants, shops, and attractions  
within walking distance including the Muhammad Ali 

Center, Louisville Slugger Museum and more 
(discount cards available to all PLC participants) 

 

A short drive to major attractions including  
Churchill Downs & the Kentucky Derby Museum 

To register or purchase an ad, go to www.stmichaelorthodoxchurch.org/plc  
For rooms call the Galt House direct at (800).843.4258  

and tell them you are going to the Midwest Parish Life Conference  

St. Michael Orthodox Church is excited to invite you to 
the 66th Diocese of Toledo & the Midwest 

2013 Parish Life Conference 
June 19 - 23 

in Louisville, Kentucky 
His Grace Bishop ANTHONY presiding 

 Creative Arts Festival 
 Bible Bowl and Oratorical Festival 
 Teen SOYO and 20/40 Events 
 Antiochian Women’s Luncheon 
 Order of St. Ignatius Luncheon 
 Children’s Vacation Church School 
 “A Taste of Kentucky” Event 
 Cruise on the “Belle of Louisville” 
 Senior Presentation with His Grace    
 Bishop ANTHONY 
 Grand Banquet and Hafli 
 Friday and Saturday Child Care 
 Available 
 Divine Liturgy at St. Michael’s 
 (Child Care Available) 

! ! ! ! ! !     2013 Parish Life Conference                     
Eastern Dioceses of Charleston & New York

Wednesday, July 3
Ironpigs Baseball Game, 6pm

Thursday, July 4
Lost Arabic Orthodox Saints

Samuel Noble, 3-4pm

! !       Coffeehouse with 
! !       Actor/Musician 
! !       Jonathan Jackson
! !       -hear Jonathan’s 
! !         unique journey 
! !          to Orthodoxy-
! !               7-10pm

Friday, July 5
Oratorical Presentations, 11am-1pm

Bible Bowl, 8-10pm

Teen Mixer, 10pm-12am

20/40 Wine Tasting Event , 
10pm-12am

Saturday, July 6
Orthodox ChristianParenting 

Workshop
Rev. Fr. Noah Bushelli of 
St. Philip, Souderton, 1pm

Teen Volleyball Tournament, 1-4pm

Keynote Address 
             by 
 Dr. Christopher 
      Veniamin
Prof. of Patristics 
   at St. Tikhon’s 
       Seminary
       3-4:30pm

Banquet/Hafli Fusion
6:30pm-12am

Sunday, July 7
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy, 10am

Event  High l ights

Hotel Accommodations 
available at:

Holiday Inn Conference Center
Lehigh Valley

for reservations, please call:
1.888.HOLIDAY or 610.391.1000

Room rate is $99 per night plus tax
~includes continental breakfast ~

~late check out at 2 pm (Sunday ONLY)~
~book before June 2 for conference rate~
mention Eastern Dioceses PLC when booking 

see you 
there!

Explore the 
            Lehigh Valley! 
Local attractions include...

Dorney Park & Wild Water Kingdom
Coca Cola Park Hawk Mountain
Outlet Shops at the Sands Casino 

Promenade Shops in Saucon Valley
Bear Creek Mountain Resort

Historic Downtown Bethlehem   
Allentown Art Museum    

Lehigh Valley Zoo!   ! Main Street, Emmaus
The Crayola Factory!   ! DaVinci Science Center
ArtsQuest at SteelStacks! Farmer’s Markets
Samuel Adams Brewery ! Various Wineries

and more!

hosted by:

St. Paul
Emmaus, PA

at the 
Holiday Inn Conference Center

Lehigh Valley, PA 

don’t miss the 
Pan-Orthodox Marketplace!

shop for everything from icons
 to vestments, literature, 

Orthodox children’s crafts, 
religious gifts and jewelry.

for a full list of events, 
services 

&
more information 

please visit:

 saintpaulemmaus.org/plc-2013 

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/edplc2013

July 3-7, 2013

friendly 
reminder:

Creative Arts 
submission 
deadline is 

April 1!

Parish Life Conference for the 
Diocese of Wichita & Mid‐America 

 
 

June 5‐8, 2013 ‐ Kansas City, Missouri 
at the fabulous 

Westin Crown Center 
 

Hosted by: 
St. Basil Antiochian Orthodox Church 

 
Visit us at   or www.plckc2013.com 
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