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LITURGICAL TEXTS FOR SUNDAY 

August 31, 2014 

Placing of the Sash of the Theotokos in Halkoprateia & 12th Sunday of Matthew 

Tone 3 / Eothinon 1 

 

Saints of the Day: Gennadius, Patriarch of Constantinople; Hieromartyr Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage; John, 

Metropolitan of Kiev; Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne 

 

GREAT VESPERS 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) We say the Sunset Psalm 104(103) 

 

2.) We chant “O Lord, I have cried ...” in Tone 3 with ten stichera: 

Six stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 152; Kazan, Vesp., 32) 

Four prosomia for the Theotokos in Tone 4 (Men. Aug. 31, Vesp.) 

 

Tone 3 

Verse 10: Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy name. 

O Christ Savior, the might of death hath verily broken down under thy Cross; and the deceit of 

Diabolus hath ceased; and the race of man hath by faith escaped and been saved. Wherefore, praise 

is offered thee perpetually. 

 

Verse 9: The righteous shall wait for me until Thou recompense me. 

The whole creation, O Lord God, hath been lighted by thy glorified Resurrection; and paradise hath 

been opened withal. Wherefore, all creatures laud thee and offer thee praise perpetually.  

 

Verse 8: Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O Lord, Lord hear my voice. 

I glorify the power of the Father, magnify the power of the Son, and praise the might of the Holy 

Spirit, one Godhead, indivisible, uncreated, consubstantial Trinity, reigning through all eternity.  

 

Verse 7: Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.  

Thy glorified Cross, O Christ, do we worship, and thy Resurrection do we praise and glorify; for by 

thy wounds we were all healed.  

 

Verse 6: If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with Thee 

there is forgiveness. 

Let us praise the Savior who was incarnate of the Virgin; for he was crucified for our sake, and arose 

on the third day, granting us Great Mercy.  
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Verse 5: Because of Thy name have I waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon Thy 

word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

Verily, Christ did descend to hades to bring good tidings to those therein, saying, Have faith now; 

for I have conquered; for I am the Resurrection, who, unlocking the gates of death, shall set you free.  

 

Tone 4 - (**As one valiant**) 

For the Theotokos (Men. Aug. 31, Vesp.) 

Verse 4: From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord. 

For thy servants, the hallowed shrine that containeth thy spotless robe daily is made known as an ark 

of holiness, a sacred fortress around us and our glory, our joy, and boast, and a spring of endless 

cures, O all-pure Mother of our God. Whereat, on this day, we have sacredly gathered here to praise 

in hymns thy mighty deeds unnumbered and the great sea of thy miracles. 

 

Verse 3: For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is abundant redemption, and He will 

deliver Israel from all His iniquities. 

For thy servants, the hallowed shrine that containeth thy spotless robe daily is made known as an ark 

of holiness, a sacred fortress around us and our glory, our joy, and boast, and a spring of endless 

cures, O all-pure Mother of our God. Whereat, on this day, we have sacredly gathered here to praise 

in hymns thy mighty deeds unnumbered and the great sea of thy miracles. 

 

Verse 2:  Praise the Lord, all ye nations.  Praise Him, all ye people. 

We all keep as a festival the divine deposition of thine all-sacred raiment, whereon we are made 

glad. For on this day, thou hast deigned to give it unto thy chosen flock as a sacred covering, as a 

safeguard invincible, as a precious gift, a secure wealth of healings, a great river of the Holy Spirit’s 

graces, O Sovereign Lady and Bride of God. 

 

Verse 1: For His mercy is great towards us, and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. 

Lo, the place passing glorious, lo, that house ever full of light, wherein grace hath treasured the pure 

and honored robe of the most pure Child of God. Freely approach, O ye sons of men, draw forth 

from it on this day pardon, grace and enlightenment, and cry out to her with a heart full of gratitude: 

We bless thee, O supremely holy Virgin, we whom thy childbirth hath truly saved. 

 

Tone 2 
Placing of the Virgin’s Sash (Men. Aug. 31, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

As with an exceedingly bright crown, the Church of God is adorned with thy holy raiment, O all-

immaculate Theotokos; she is radiant with joy today, O Lady, and she mystically danceth, while 

crying out to thee: Rejoice, thou precious diadem and crown of divine glory; rejoice, thou only glory 

of the fullness of the faithful, and its everlasting delight; rejoice, haven and protection of them that 

have recourse to thee, and our salvation. 
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Tone 3 

Resurrection (Nassar, 153) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

O Lady of exceeding honor, how can we but wonder at thee giving birth to incarnate God? For thou, 

O all-blameless, not knowing a man, didst give birth in the flesh to a Son without father, who before 

eternity was begotten of the Father without mother, the property and essence of each substance 

remaining intact. Wherefore, O virgin Mother, beseech him to save the souls of those who assent and 

confess, with true belief, that thou art the Theotokos.  

 

3.) The Entrance is made with the censer, and we chant "O gladsome Light ..." followed by the Prokeimenon 

"The Lord is King ..." in Tone 6 with its stichoi. 

 

Saturday Prokeimenon in Tone Six 

 

Deacon: The Evening Prokeimenon! 

Choir (Refrain): The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. (ONCE) 

Verse 1: The Lord is robed; He is girded with strength. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. (Refrain) 

 

4.) At the Aposticha, we chant four stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos in Tone 3 

 

Tone 3 

O Christ, who didst darken the sun with thy Passion, and didst light all created things with the light 

of thy Resurrection, and didst make them to rejoice, accept our evening praise, O Lover of mankind.  

 

Verse 1: The Lord is King and hath put on glorious apparel; the Lord hath put on His apparel and 

hath girt Himself with strength. 

 

Verily, thy life-giving Resurrection hath lighted the whole universe, renewing thy corrupt creation.  

Wherefore, in that thou hast delivered us from the curse of Adam, we shout to thee, O Lord 

Almighty, glory to thee.  

 

Verse 2: For He hath established the world so that it shall never be moved. 

 

O changeless God, thou didst suffer in the changing body, and when creation could not bear to 

behold thee suspended on the Cross, it trembled with fear, and sighed, praising thy long-suffering. 

Then, descending to hades, thou didst arise on the third day, granting life to the world and Great 

Mercy.  

 

Verse 3: Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, forevermore. 

 

Thou didst suffer death, O Christ, that thou mightest deliver our race from death. Thou didst rise 

from the dead on the third day, and didst arouse with thee those who know that thou art true God, 

verily illuminating the world, O Lord.  Wherefore, glory to thee.  
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Tone 2 
Placing of the Virgin’s Sash (Men. Aug. 31, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Purifying our heart and mind, let us also keep festival with the angels; and joyfully beginning the 

song of David unto the young Bride of the King, Christ our God, let us say: Arise, O Lord, into Thy 

rest, Thou and the ark of Thy holiness. For Thou hast adorned her as a delightful palace, and hast 

given her as an inheritance unto Thy flock, O Master, that through Thy mighty power and her 

entreaties, she may preserve and shelter it from diverse temptations. 

 

5.) St. Simeon's Prayer and Holy God… 

 

6.) At the Apolytikia, we chant: 

 

Tone 3 
The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 154; Kazan Vesp., 165) 

 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad; for the Lord hath done a mighty act with his own arm.  

He hath trampled down death and become the First-born from the dead.  He hath delivered us from 

the depth of hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 

 

Tone 8 
Placing of the Virgin’s Sash (Men. Aug. 31, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Thou hast bestowed upon thy city, O ever-virgin Theotokos and shelter of mankind, the robe and the 

belt of thy pure body, as a secure mantle, which by thy seedless birth-giving have remained without 

corruption; for by thee are nature and time regenerated. Wherefore, we implore thee to grant thy city 

safety, and our souls the Great Mercy. 
 

7.) At the Great Dismissal the Priest says, “May he who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the 

intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother,” ... “Through the prayers…” 
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ORTHROS 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) At the beginning of Orthros the Troparia and Theotokion  

(“O Lord, save Thy people... Do Thou who of Thine own good will... O champion dread...”) 

are always said/intoned and are NEVER chanted. 

 

2.) All six of the Orthros Psalms must be said in their entirety. 

(Note:  In the Kazan Byzantine Music volume for Orthros, there is an omission in the first introductory 

stichos.  It should read, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.”  Please make 

this correction in your books.) 

 

3.) After the Litany of Peace and the exclamation “For unto Thee are due…”  

Chant “God is the Lord…” with its stichoi 

 

Tone 3 

“God is the Lord” 

Choir (Refrain):  God is the Lord Who hath shown us light. Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of 

the Lord. 

Verse 1: O give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His Holy Name. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: All nations compassed me about: but in the Name of the Lord will I destroy 

them. (Refrain) 

Verse 3: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (Refrain) 

 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 154; Kazan Sun. Mat., 15) 

 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad; for the Lord hath done a mighty act with his own arm.  

He hath trampled down death and become the First-born from the dead.  He hath delivered us from 

the depth of hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad; for the Lord hath done a mighty act with his own arm.  

He hath trampled down death and become the First-born from the dead.  He hath delivered us from 

the depth of hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 
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Tone 8 
Placing of the Virgin’s Sash (Men. Aug. 31, Vesp.) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Thou hast bestowed upon thy city, O ever-virgin Theotokos and shelter of mankind, the robe and the 

belt of thy pure body, as a secure mantle, which by thy seedless birth-giving have remained without 

corruption; for by thee are nature and time regenerated. Wherefore, we implore thee to grant thy city 

safety, and our souls the Great Mercy. 
 

4.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For Thine is the might...” 

 

5.) The Kathismata are from the Octoechos for Tone 3 and from the Menaion for the Theotokos (Nassar, 154; 

Kazan Sun. Mat., 35; August Menaion) 

 

First Kathisma – (Plain Reading) 

Christ is risen from the dead, He Who is the first-fruits of those that slept: the First-born of creation 

and the Creator of all things created! He hath renewed by Himself the nature of our corrupt race. 

Wherefore, Thou shalt reign no more, O Death; for the Lord of all hath nullified thy power and 

dissolved it. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

When Thou didst taste death in the flesh, O Lord, Thou didst check bitter Death by the Resurrection, 

and didst make man to prevail over it, restoring victory over the old curse. Wherefore, O Supporter 

and Champion of our life, glory to Thee. 

 

For the Placing of the Sash 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

We praise with hymns the venerable sash that once girded thy spotless tabernacle, O all-holy Virgin, 

from which we the faithful draw forth the healing of maladies, and we cry aloud to thee: Thou art the 

redemption of those honoring thee, Mary divinely forechosen and Mother of God Most High. 

 

Second Kathisma – (Plain Reading) 

Because of Thine immutable Divinity, O Lord, and Thy voluntary sufferings, Hades was 

overwhelmed, and moaned within itself, saying, Verily, I am in dread fear of the Person of this 

incorruptible body; for I see the unseen fighting me secretly, and behold those whom I have held 

shouting, Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Let us believers speak of divine things, of the secret of Thine inscrutable Crucifixion, of Thine 

ineffable Resurrection; for today have Death and Hades been led captive, and the race of man hath 

been invested with incorruption. Therefore, do we cry in gratitude, Glory to Thy Resurrection, O 

Christ. 

 

For the Placing of the Sash 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

All thy people celebrate the deposition of thy holy Sash, O all-lauded Maiden, on this day, while 

crying fervently unto thee: Rejoice, O Virgin, thou boast of the Christian race. 
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6.) Benedictions (Evlogetaria) in Tone 5. 

7.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For blessed is Thy Name ...” 

8.) The Hypakoë, Anabathmoi and the Prokeimenon with its accompanying stichos are all from the Octoechos 

Tone 3. (Nassar, 155; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 50). 

9.) The 1st Eothinon Gospel (Nassar, 216) is chanted from the Holy Table. 

10.) Following "In that we have beheld the Resurrection of Christ ..."  

(Nassar, 113; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

**In the last line of this prayer in several Archdiocesan publications, there is an erroneous omission. It 

should read: “for in that He endured the Cross for us, He hath destroyed death by death.” 

 

11.) Psalm 50 (Nassar, 82; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

12.) Troparia following Psalm 50 (Serv. Bk., 67; Kazan Sun. Mat., 67-8) 

13.) The Intercession then follows. 

14.) Read the Kontakion & Oikos, then the Synaxarion 

 

Third Tone Resurrectional Kontakion and Oikos (Plain Reading) 

Today, Thou didst arise from the grave, O merciful Lord, and Thou didst extract us from the gates of 

death. Today, Adam dances and Eve rejoices. With them the prophets and patriarchs unceasingly 

praise the divine might of Thy Kingdom. 

 

Let Heaven and earth dance today and harmoniously praise Christ our God, for He hath raised the 

captives of Death from the tombs. All creation doth rejoice and offer worthy hymns to the Creator 

and Redeemer of all. Today, as the giver of life, He draweth the human race from Hades and raiseth 

them with Himself to heaven. He hath crushed the pride of the enemy and shattered the gates of 

Hades by the divine might of His Kingdom. 

 

The Synaxarion (Plain Reading) 

On August 31 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Placing of the Sash of our Most 

Holy Lady the Theotokos in Constantinople’s Halkoprateia district during the reign of the emperor 

Theodosius the Younger. 

 

Verses 

Like an all-golden garland, O august Virgin, I set thy sash on the year’s end as adornment. 

On the thirty-first, they enshrined the Sash of the All-pure. 

 

At her Dormition, the Most Holy Mother of God left her Sash to the Apostle Thomas. This Sash was 

later taken to Constantinople and kept there in a sealed casket in the church of the Mother of God at 

Blachernae. This casket was never opened until the time of the Emperor Leo the Wise (886-912). 

Leo’s wife, the Empress Zoë, was taken sick in soul and, as the result of a mysterious vision, desired 

that the Sash of the holy Theotokos be placed upon her. The Emperor asked the Patriarch, who 

opened the casket and found the Sash completely whole and undamaged by time. The Sash was 

taken out and placed upon the sick Empress, who immediately recovered. They sang hymns of 

thanksgiving to the Most Holy Theotokos, and then returned the venerable Sash back into the casket 

and resealed it. 
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On this day, we also commemorate our fathers among the saints Gennadius, Patriarch of 

Constantinople; Hieromartyr Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage; John, Metropolitan of Kiev; and Aidan, 

Bishop of Lindisfarne. By their intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 

 

15.) Katabasias for the Holy Cross Canon in Tone 8 (Nassar, 300; Kazan Sept. Men., 65) 

 

Tone 8 

 

Ode 1. Verily, Moses having struck horizontally with his rod, cleaving the Red Sea and causing 

Israel to cross on foot, then having struck it transversely bringing it together over Pharaoh and his 

chariots, did trace the Cross, thus symbolizing that invincible weapon. Wherefore, do we praise 

Christ our God, for that He hath been glorified. 

 

Ode 3. The rod is taken as a symbol of the mystery; for by its budding, it designateth the Priest. But 

now the tree of the Cross hath blossomed forth with might and steadfastness to the hitherto barren 

Church. 

 

Ode 4. I have heard, O Lord, of the mystery of Thy dispensation, and have contemplated Thy works. 

Wherefore, have I glorified Thy Godhead. 

 

Ode 5. O thou thrice-blessed Tree, on which the Lord Christ the King was stretched, and through 

which he who beguiled by the tree fell, having been beguiled by God Who was nailed upon thee in 

the flesh, Who granteth peace unto our souls. 

 

Ode 6. When Jonah in the belly of the whale did stretch forth his hands in the form of a cross, he did 

foreshadow clearly the Passion of salvation; and when he came out on the third day, he did 

symbolize the world-transcending Resurrection of Christ, Who was crucified in the flesh, and 

illuminating the world by His third-day Resurrection. 

 

Ode 7. The mad command of the infidel tyrant hath shaken the nations, breathing forth threats and 

blasphemies loathed of God. But the three youths were not terrified by the bestial terror, nor the 

consuming fire; for being together amidst the fire blown forth by a dewy breeze, they were singing: 

O Thou exceedingly praised, blessed art Thou, God of our Fathers. 

 

We praise, we bless, and we worship the Lord. 

 

Ode 8. O ye youths, equal in number to the Trinity, bless ye God the Father and Creator; praise the 

Word which did condescend and turn the fire to a dewy breeze; and exalt more and more the all-holy 

Spirit, Who giveth life to all forevermore. 

 

16.) Magnification "More honorable…" with its verses; (Serv. Bk., 70; Kazan Sun. Mat., 76) 

 

Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord; and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

 

Refrain: More honorable than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim: 

thou who without stain bearest God the Word, and art truly Theotokos, we magnify thee. 

 

Verse: For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaid; for behold from henceforth all 

generations shall call me blessed. (Refrain) 
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Verse: For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is His Name; and His mercy is on them 

that fear him, throughout all generations. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He hath showed strength in his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 

hath filled the empty with good things, and the rich hath he sent away empty. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He remembering his mercy hath helped His servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, 

Abraham and his seed forever. (Refrain) 

 

17.) Ninth Katabasia of the Holy Cross Canon (Nassar, 300; Kazan Sept. Men., 65) 

 

Tone 8 
Ode 9. Thou art the mystical paradise, O Theotokos; for that thou, being untilled, didst bud forth 

Christ, by Whom was planted on earth the life-giving tree of the Cross. Wherefore, as we adore it 

being elevated, we magnify thee. 

 

18.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation "For all the powers of heaven..."  

 

19.) Exaposteilaria we chant “Holy is the Lord our God. (thrice) … Exalt ye the Lord our God and worship at 

His footstool for He is holy.” Then we chant the following:  

 

Tone 2 

Eothinon 1 (Nassar, 199; Kazan Sun. Mat., 82) 

 

Let us gather with the Disciples on the mount in Galilee to behold Christ in faith, saying, I have 

received the power of those on high and those below.  And let us learn how to baptize all the nations 

in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and how He is present with His 

initiates to the end of the world as He promised. 

 

Tone 2 - (**Hearken, ye women**) 

Placing of the Virgin’s Sash (Men. Aug. 31, Mat.) 

 

He that doth all concerning thee in ways that pass the mind of man hath honored with incorruption 

thy robe and Sash, O all-pure one, and hath bestowed it on thy flock to keep it strong and safe from 

harm; and now we celebrate with joy its deposition, O Lady, while keeping feast with great longing. 

 

O Lady, since thou art the Queen of all created things that be, thou who art filled with true wisdom 

transcending light, as the Mother of the Almighty God of all, fill me with light and grace divine and 

certain knowledge of our God, as I fulfill now these praises of thee, the pure Theotokos. 

 

20.) Praises (Ainoi) in Tone 3 with eight stichera:  

Four stichera for the Resurrection (Nassar, 157; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 119) 

Four stichera for the Placing of the Virgin’s Sash in Tone 4 (Men. Aug. 31, Mat.) 
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Tone 3 

Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 157) 

 

Verse 8: This glory shall be to all His saints. 

 

Come together, all ye people, and know the power of  the dreadful secret; for Christ our Savior, the 

eternal Word, hath been crucified for our sake, and was buried willingly, and hath risen from the 

dead to save all.  To Him let us bow down in worship. 

 

Verse 7: Praise God in His sanctuary; praise Him the firmament of His power. 

 

The guards have published it abroad, O Lord, telling of all thy wonders.  But the assembly of 

falsehood filled their right hands with bribes, thinking that thereby they might conceal thy 

Resurrection which the world doth glorify.  Wherefore, have mercy upon us. 

 

Verse 6: Praise Him for His mighty acts: praise Him according to His excellent greatness. 

 

Verily, all creatures were filled with joy when they received the glad tidings of thy Resurrection; for 

Mary Magdalene, coming to thy grave, met an angel in a brilliant robe sitting on the stone, who said, 

Why seekest thou the living among the dead?  He is not here, but is risen.  As He said, He will go 

before you into Galilee. 

 

Verse 5: Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet. Praise Him with the psaltery and harp. 

 

O Master, Lover of mankind, with thy light do we behold light; for thou art risen from the dead, 

granting salvation to the race of man, that the whole creation may glorify thee alone, who art without 

sin.  Have mercy upon us. 

 

Tone 4 - (**As one valiant**) 

Placing of the Virgin’s Sash (Men. Aug. 31, Mat.) 

Verse 4: Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; praise Him with stringed instruments and organs. 

 

With thy precious and holy Sash is the Church girt about today as with an exceedingly brightly 

shining crown, O all-pure Mother of God; and she is radiant in her joy as she danceth mystically and, 

O Lady, doth cry to thee: Rejoice, thou diadem and divine crown; rejoice, thou only glory of the 

fullness of my faithful, its everlasting delight and joy. 

 

Verse 3: Praise Him upon the loud cymbals: praise Him upon the high-sounding cymbals. Let 

everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 

 

With thy precious and holy Sash is the Church girt about today as with an exceedingly brightly 

shining crown, O all-pure Mother of God; and she is radiant in her joy as she danceth mystically and, 

O Lady, doth cry to thee: Rejoice, thou diadem and divine crown; rejoice, thou only glory of the 

fullness of my faithful, its everlasting delight and joy. 

 

Verse 2: The Most High hath hallowed His tabernacle. 

 

Being truly a mighty wall for thy people and faithful flock and their indestructible bastion and 

support and preservation from ruin, thou, O Lady, hast given them, as a bright surrounding wall, thy 
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transcendently precious Sash, saving from all harm and adversity those who ever honor it with faith 

and ardent longing, O all-immaculate Bride of God. 

 

Verse 1: The rushings of the river make glad the city of God. 

 

On this holy and festive day is thy temple revealed to us as an inexhaustible source of miracles; for 

mighty rivers of grace now freely pour from thy holy shrine, and they make the hearts and minds of 

the faithful exceeding glad, as with faith and love they cry out unto thee: Thou art our gladness and 

our joy, O spotless Lady; thou art our life, O all-holy Maid. 

 

Tone 1 

Eothinon 1 (Nassar, 200; Kazan Sun. Mat., 166) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Verily, the Lord appeared to the Disciples going to the mountain for ascension from earthly things; 

and they worshipped Him and learned from Him the power given to Him in every place.  And they 

were sent to every place under Heaven to preach His Resurrection from the dead, and His translation 

to Heaven, to whom He had promised, not lying, that He would be with them forever; for He is 

Christ God and the Savior of our souls. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate of thee is Hades 

despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set free, death is slain, and 

we are endowed with life.  Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry aloud: Blessed art thou, O Christ 

our God, who is thus well pleased, glory to thee. 

 

21.) Great Doxology - Tone 1 (Serv. Bk., 75-6; Kazan Sun. Mat., 225, Nassar, 118) 

 

22.) Troparion: "Today is salvation…" Tone 4 (Serv. Bk., 76) 

 

Tone 4 

Today is salvation come into the world.  Let us sing praises to Him who arose from the grave, the 

Author of our life; for having by Death destroyed death, He hath given us victory and Great Mercy. 
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DIVINE LITURGY 

August 31, 2014 

Placing of the Sash of the Theotokos in Halkoprateia & 12th Sunday of Matthew 

Tone 3 / Eothinon 1 

 

Saints of the Day: Gennadius, Patriarch of Constantinople; Hieromartyr Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage; John, 

Metropolitan of Kiev; Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) During the Little Entrance: The apolytikion of the Resurrection in Tone 3 

 

Tone 3 

The Apolytikion of the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 154; Kazan Vesp., 165) 

 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad; for the Lord hath done a mighty act with his own arm.  

He hath trampled down death and become the First-born from the dead.  He hath delivered us from 

the depth of hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 

 

2.) The Entrance Hymn(Eisodikon): 

 

O come let us worship and fall down before Christ, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, save 

us who sing unto thee: Alleluia 

 

3.) After the Entrance we chant: 

 

Tone 3 

The Apolytikion of the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 154; Kazan Vesp., 165) 

 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad; for the Lord hath done a mighty act with his own arm.  

He hath trampled down death and become the First-born from the dead.  He hath delivered us from 

the depth of hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 

 

Tone 8 

Placing of the Virgin’s Sash (Men. Aug. 31, Vesp.) 

 

Thou hast bestowed upon thy city, O ever-virgin Theotokos and shelter of mankind, the robe and the 

belt of thy pure body, as a secure mantle, which by thy seedless birth-giving have remained without 

corruption; for by thee are nature and time regenerated. Wherefore, we implore thee to grant thy city 

safety, and our souls the Great Mercy. 
 

Apolytikion of the Patron Saint or Titular Feast of the Church 
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Tone 4 - (**Thou Who wast raised up**) 

Kontakion for Placing of the Virgin’s Sash (Men. Aug. 31) 

 

O pure Virgin, the Church joyously celebrates the placing of thy divine belt and cries out to thee in 

supplication: Save us all from powerful enemies, crush the arrogance of unbelievers, and direct our 

lives to the doing of the divine will of the Lord. 

 

4.) The Trisagion (“Holy God…”) as usual. 

 

5.) Epistle 

Hebrews 9:1-7 (The Theotokos, August 31) 

 

6.) Gospel 

Matthew 19:16-26 (12th Sunday of Matthew) 

 

7.) The Megalynarion: "It is truly meet… ”  

 

8.) The Koinonikon:  “Praise the Lord … Alleluia.”     

 

9.) Post-Communion:  “We have seen the true Light…” as usual.  ONCE.  

 

10.) At the Great Dismissal the Priest says, “May he who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the 

intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother,” ... “Through the prayers…” 
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