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LITURGICAL TEXTS FOR SUNDAY 

January 11, 2015 

Theodosios the Great, head of monasteries (Cenobiarch) & 

After-Feast of and Sunday after Theophany of Christ 

Tone 6 / Eothinon 9 

Saints of the Day: Venerable Theodosios of Philotheou monastery on Athos; Venerable Agapios of Apamea in 

Syria; Venerable Michael of Klops, fool-for-Christ 

 

GREAT VESPERS 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) We say the Sunset Psalm 104(103) 

 

2.) We chant “O Lord, I have cried ...” in Tone 6 with the following stichera: 

Four stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 176; Kazan, Vesp., 72) 

Three stichera for After-Feast of Theophany in Tone 4 (Men. Jan., 11, Vesp. Aposticha) 

Three stichera for St. Theodosios in Tone 5 (Men. Jan., 11, Vesp.) 

 

Tone 6 

Verse 10: Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy name. 

 

O Christ, Possessor of victory over hades, thou hast ascended the Cross that thou mightest raise with 

thee those who sit in darkness. O Free among the dead, overflowing with life from thine own light. 

O Almighty Savior, have mercy upon us.  

 

Verse 9: The righteous shall wait for me until Thou recompense me. 

 

Today hath Christ trodden down death, and hath risen as he said. He hath given joy to the world, that 

we might all shout in praise, O Fountain of life, O unapproachable Light, and Almighty Savior, have 

mercy upon us.  

 

Verse 8: Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O Lord, Lord hear my voice. 

 

O Lord, who art in all creation, whither shall we sinners flee from thee? To heaven? For thou 

dwellest there; or to hades? For there thou art the Trampler over death, or to the depths of the sea? 

For there is thy hand, O Master. In thee, therefore, seek we refuge, and thee do we worship 

beseechingly; O thou who didst rise from the dead, have mercy upon us.  

 

Verse 7: Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.  

 

In thy Cross, O Christ do we glory, and thy Resurrection, do we praise and glorify; for thou art our 

God, and beside thee we know no other. 
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Tone 4 - (**Unto them that fear Thee**) 

After-Feast of Theophany (Men. Jan., 11, Vesp. Aposticha) 

 

Verse 6: If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with Thee 

there is forgiveness. 

 

See, I wear thine image, which I formed, because I abase Myself such as no mind can understand; so 

spake the Lord unto John. Why, friend, is it strange then if I bow beneath thy right hand as if I were 

one of thy fellow servants, and if My naked form is covered with the waters? For, since I am 

merciful, I desire to clothe naked man with divine incorruption forevermore. 

 

Verse 5: Because of Thy name have I waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon Thy 

word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

 

Thou wast seen incarnate, yet the womb that bare Thee was not consumed; for the furnance in 

Babylon portrayed this from long before, burning not the Children. But since I am grass, how shall I 

dare to touch the Fire, and how, O Master, to lay my hand on Thee, at Whom all things in Heaven 

and upon the earth tremble sore with fear, O my Jesus, Almighty Lord, Thou divine Savior of our 

souls? 

 

Verse 4: From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord. 

 

Wash me in the waters of the Jordan, though I am undefiled and have no kind of stain at all; so spake 

the Lord unto John. Hereby, mankind’s nature, which by the transgression of Adam had become 

defiled, shall be washed clean and shall be made new again; for as I am now baptized, the 

regeneration of them that fell is accomplished through water and through the Spirit for all mankind. 

 

Tone 5 - (**The original melody**) 

St. Theodosios (Men. Jan., 11, Vesp.) 

 

Verse 3: For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is abundant redemption, and He will 

deliver Israel from all His iniquities. 

 

O righteous Father Theodosios, thou God-bearing Saint, with fervor thou didst struggle in this brief 

temporal life in hymnody and vigils and constant fasting. To thy disciples thou becamest a rule; thou 

dost join in chorus now with the fleshless Angels, ceaselessly singing the praise of Christ, the Word 

of God come from God, our Deliverer, Who bowed His head before the Baptist and Forerunner, and 

wholly sanctified the nature of the waters. Do thou entreat Him, do thou plead with Him, O righteous 

one, that the Church may be granted concord, tranquility, Great Mercy, and lasting unity. 

 

Verse 2: Praise the Lord, all ye nations.  Praise Him, all ye people. 

 

O righteous Father Theodosios, thou God-bearing Saint, the grace of the All-holy Spirit found thy 

stainless soul to be as it would have thee, and made its dwelling in thee as brilliant and immaculate 

light, by whose mighty power, thou wast adorned in splendor to glorify Christ unceasingly, a single 

Son in two natures, both God and man, Who at the hand of the Forerunner John was baptized, 

receiving witness from the voice of God the Father. Do thou entreat Him, do thou plead with Him, O 

righteous one, that the Church may be granted concord, tranquility, Great Mercy, and lasting unity. 
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Verse 1: For His mercy is great towards us, and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. 

 

O righteous Father Theodosios, thou God-bearing Saint, that blessed life hath rightfully been 

vouchsafed unto thee, who foundest it through purity and great struggles; bidding farewell to all, 

thou wentest alive to that life in Heaven, with all the fleshless Angels ceaselessly singing the praise 

of Christ, Who took on flesh from a Virgin ineffably and Who submerged our sins and drowned 

them all forever, when He was baptized in the waters of the Jordan. Do thou entreat Him, do thou 

plead with Him, O righteous one, that the Church may be granted concord, tranquility, Great Mercy, 

and lasting unity. 

 

Tone 8 

Doxasticon for the After-Feast of Theophany (Nassar, 470; Kazan, Jan. Men., 142) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

O Lord, when Thou didst fulfill what Thou hadst designed from the ages, Thou didst take servants 

from all creation for Thy mystery; from the angels, Gabriel; from mankind, the Virgin; from the 

heavens, the stars; and from the waters, the Jordan, with which Thou didst blot out the iniquity of the 

world. O our Savior, glory to Thee. 

 

Tone 6 

Theotokion for the Resurrection (Nassar, 177; Kazan Vesp., 82) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Who shall not beatify thee, most holy Virgin? Who shall not praise thy birth-giving, free of 

travailing and pain? For the only Son rising timelessly from the Father, himself did come incarnate 

from thee in an inexplicable way. He, who while God by nature, became for our sakes Man by 

nature, not divided into two persons, but known by two, natures without mixture or confusion. To 

him, O noble and most blessed one, plead for the salvation of our souls.  

 

3.) The Entrance is made with the censer, and we chant "O gladsome Light ..." followed by the Prokeimenon 

"The Lord is King ..." in Tone 6 with its stichoi. 

 

Saturday Prokeimenon In Tone Six 

 

Deacon: The Evening Prokeimenon! 

Choir (Refrain): The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. (ONCE) 

Verse 1: The Lord is robed; He is girded with strength. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. (Refrain) 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS 

 

The First Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon. (3:1-9) 

Deacon: Let us attend! 
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Reader: The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them.  In the 

eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be an affliction, 

and their going from us to be their destruction; but they are at peace.  For though in the sight of 

men they were punished, their hope is full of immortality.  Having been disciplined a little, they 

will receive great good, because God tested them and found them worthy of Himself; like gold in 

the furnace he tried them, and like a sacrificial burnt offering He accepted them.  In the time of 

their visitation they will shine forth, and will run like sparks through the stubble.  They will 

govern nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord will reign over them forever.  Those who 

trust in Him will understand truth, and the faithful will abide with Him in love, because grace 

and mercy are upon His elect, and He watches over his holy ones. 

 

The Second Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon. (5:15-6:3) 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

Reader:  The righteous live forever, and their reward is with the Lord; the Most High takes care of them. 

Therefore, they will receive a glorious crown and a beautiful diadem from the hand of the Lord, 

because with His right hand He will cover them, and with His arm He will shield them. The Lord 

will take His zeal as His whole armor, and will arm all creation to repel His enemies; He will put 

on righteousness as a breastplate, and wear impartial justice as a helmet; He will take holiness as 

an invincible shield, and sharpen stern wrath for a sword, and creation will join with Him to fight 

against the madmen. Shafts of lightning will fly with true aim, and will leap to the target as from 

a well-drawn bow of clouds, and hailstones full of wrath will be hurled as from a catapult; the 

water of the sea will rage against them, and rivers will relentlessly overwhelm them; a mighty 

wind will rise against them, and like a tempest it will winnow them away. Lawlessness will lay 

waste the whole earth, and evil-doing will overturn the thrones of rulers. Listen therefore, O 

kings, and understand; learn, O judges of the ends of the earth. Give ear, ye that rule over 

multitudes, and boast of many nations. For your dominion was given you from the Lord, and 

your sovereignty from the Most High. 

 

The Third Passage 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon. (4:7-15) 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

Reader:  The righteous man, though he die early, will be at rest. For old age is not honored for length of 

time, nor measured by number of years; but understanding of grey hair for men, and a blameless 

life is ripe old age. There was one who pleased God and was loved by him, and while living 

among sinners he was taken up. He was caught up lest evil change his understanding or guile 

deceive his soul. For the fascination of wickedness obscures what is good, and roving desire 

perverts the innocent mind. Being perfected in a short time, he fulfilled long years; for his soul 

was pleasing to the Lord, therefore he took him quickly from the midst of wickedness. Yet the 

peoples saw and did not understand, nor take such a thing to heart, that God’s grace and mercy 

are with his elect, and he watches over his holy ones. 
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4.) At the Aposticha, we chant four stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos in Tone 6 

 

Tone 6 

Thy Resurrection, O Christ our Savior, the angels in heaven praise. Make us, who also are on earth, 

worthy to praise thee with a pure heart. 

 

Verse 1: The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. The Lord is robed; He is 

girded with strength. 

 

Thou hast demolished the brazen gates of hades and crushed its bars; for thou art an Almighty God, 

and didst raise fallen mankind. Wherefore, do we cry to thee in unison, O thou who didst rise from 

the dead, O Lord, glory to thee. 

 

Verse 2: For He hath established the world so that it shall never be moved. 

 

Christ God, when he wished to raise us from the old fall, was nailed on the Cross and placed in a 

grave. He it was whom the ointment-bearing women did seek, wailing with tears, and saying, Woe to 

us, Savior of all, how didst thou consent to occupy a grave? And after thy lying therein willingly, 

how wast thou stolen? How wast thou removed? And what place screened thy life-bearing body? 

Yea, appear to us, O Lord, as thou didst promise us, and put a stop to the shedding of tears. And as 

they wailed, behold an angel shouted to them, saying, Cease wailing, and say to the Apostles that the 

Lord is risen, granting the world forgiveness and Great Mercy. 

 

Verse 3: Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, forevermore. 

 

O Christ God, thou wast crucified as thou willed, Thou ledest death captive, and arose in glory on 

the third day, for thou art God, granting the world eternal life and Great Mercy. 

 

Tone 8 

Doxasticon for St. Theodosios (Men., Jan. 11, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

We, the multitudes of monastics, honor thee, our teacher, O Theodosios, our Father; for through thee 

have we learned to walk the path that is truly straight. Blessed art thou, who hast labored for Christ, 

and hast triumphed over the might of the enemy, O companion of the Angels, and co-dweller of the 

righteous and the just. Together with them, do thou intercede with the Lord that He have mercy on 

our souls. 

 

Tone 8 

Doxasticon for the After-Feast of Theophany (Men., Jan. 6, Litia of Vespers) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Today the creation is enlightened. Today all nature is glad, things of heaven and things of earth. 

Angels and men mingle with one another, for where the King is present, there His army also goeth. 

Let us run, then, to the Jordan; let us all see how John baptizes a sinless and uncreated head. 

Therefore, let us cry aloud with one accord, echoing the voice of the apostle: The grace of God that 

bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared, shining upon the faithful and granting them Great 

Mercy! 
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5.) St. Simeon's Prayer and Holy God… 

 

6.) At the Apolytikia, we chant: 

 

Tone 6 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 178; Kazan Vesp., 171) 

 

When Mary stood at thy grave looking for thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above thy revered 

tomb, and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men.  Thou led hades captive and 

wast not tempted thereby.  Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world. Thou who art 

risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

Tone 8 

Apolytikion of St. Theodosios (Nassar, 37; Men. Jan. 11, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile with the streams of thy tears; and by thy deep sighing 

thou hast given fruit through thy struggles a hundredfold. Accordingly, thou hast become a star for 

the universe, sparkling with miracles. Therefore, O righteous Father Theodosios, intercede with 

Christ God to save our souls. 

 

Tone 1 

Apolytikion of the Theophany of Christ (Nassar, 469; Kazan, Jan. Men., 150) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for the 

voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the form of 

a dove confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hath appeared and enlightened the 

world, glory to Thee. 

 

7.) Great Dismissal: 

 

Priest:  May He Who deigned to be baptized by John in the Jordan for our salvation, and rose from the 

dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy 

Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable 

Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner 

and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of the holy, glorious and right-

victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and 

protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; 

of our Righteous Father Theodosios the Great, the head of monasteries (Cenobiarch) in Palestine; 

Venerable Theodosios of Philotheou monastery on Athos; Venerable Agapios of Apamea in 

Syria; and Venerable Michael of Klops, fool-for-Christ, whose memory we celebrate today, and 

of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and 

save us. 

 

Choir:  Amen. 
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ORTHROS 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) At the beginning of Orthros the Troparia and Theotokion  

(“O Lord, save Thy people... Do Thou who of Thine own good will... O champion dread...”) 

are always said/intoned and are NEVER chanted. 

 

2.) All six of the Orthros Psalms must be said in their entirety. 

(Note:  In the Kazan Byzantine Music volume for Orthros, there is an omission in the first introductory 

stichos.  It should read, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.”  Please make 

this correction in your books.) 

 

3.) After the Litany of Peace and the exclamation “For unto Thee are due…”  

Chant “God is the Lord…” with its stichoi 

 

Tone 6 

“God is the Lord” 

Choir (Refrain):  God is the Lord Who hath shown us light. Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of 

the Lord. 

Verse 1: O give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His Holy Name. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: All nations compassed me about: but in the Name of the Lord will I destroy 

them. (Refrain) 

Verse 3: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (Refrain) 

 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 178; Kazan Sun. Mat., 24) 

 

When Mary stood at thy grave looking for thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above thy revered 

tomb, and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men.  Thou led hades captive and 

wast not tempted thereby.  Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world. Thou who art 

risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

Tone 8 

Apolytikion of St. Theodosios (Nassar, 37; Men. Jan. 11, Vesp.) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile with the streams of thy tears; and by thy deep sighing 

thou hast given fruit through thy struggles a hundredfold. Accordingly, thou hast become a star for 

the universe, sparkling with miracles. Therefore, O righteous Father Theodosios, intercede with 

Christ God to save our souls. 
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Tone 1 

Apolytikion of the Theophany of Christ (Nassar, 469; Kazan, Jan. Men., 150) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for the 

voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the form of 

a dove confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hath appeared and enlightened the 

world, glory to Thee. 

 

4.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For Thine is the might...” 

 

5.) The Kathismata are from the Octoechos for Tone 6 (Nassar, 179; Kazan Sun. Mat., 38), the after-feast of 

Theophany, and St. Theodosios 

 

First Kathisma - (Plain Reading) 

 

When the tomb was shown to be open and Hades wailing, Mary cried unto the cowering Apostles, 

saying, Come out, ye laborers of the vineyard, and proclaim the words of the Resurrection; for the 

Lord is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Mary Magdalene, O Lord, did stand by Thy tomb and cry, weeping. And when she thought Thou 

wast the gardener, she said, Where hast Thou hidden the everlasting Life? Where hast Thou placed 

Him Who sitteth on the cherubic throne? And when she saw the guards who kept Him, appearing 

from fear like dead, she cried unto them, Give me my Lord; or else cry with me saying: O Thou Who 

was numbered among the dead, and Who didst raise the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

For Theophany (Men. Jan. 11, Matins) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Prophet Jesus of Navi (Joshua), bringing the people of the Lord and the holy ark of God through 

River Jordan’s running streams, darkly foreshadowed the Lord’s coming benefaction. The mystic 

crossing of these two which came to pass in the Spirit doth portray in shadowed forms both a true 

type of our rebirth and an image of our refashioning. Christ hath appeared in the Jordan, to sanctify 

the waters. 

 

Second Kathisma - (Plain Reading) 

 

Verily, Life was placed in the grave, and the seals were applied to the stone. And the soldiers 

guarded Christ as they would a sleeping king. But the Lord rose, smiting His enemies in an invisible 

way. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Verily, Jonah did come before and made a sign of Thy tomb; and Simeon did interpret Thy divine 

Resurrection, O deathless Lord; for Thou didst descend into the grave as one who is dead, O Thou 

Who didst invade the gates of Hades, and didst rise free of corruption for the salvation of the world, 

being the Master, O Christ our God, and didst light those who are in darkness. 



January 11, 2015, After-Feast of and Sunday after Theophany of Christ Tone 6  Eothinon 9 

 

 9

For Theophany (Men. Jan. 11, Matins) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

The Theophany is come; Christ hath appeared unto us men in the Jordan River’s streams. Ye 

faithful, come, let us draw forth the water of the forgiveness of our offenses. For Christ is clearly 

come, sojourning in the flesh, seeking out the sheep taken by savage beasts, and, having found it, in 

His mercy, hath led it back into Paradise. Christ hath appeared in the Jordan River and enlightened 

the whole world. 

 

Third Kathisma for St. Theodosios & Theophany (Men. Jan. 11, Matins) - (Plain Reading) 

 

Lifting high to God thy most divine hands, thou wast shown to be a radiant pillar made to shine with 

the rays of thine earnest prayers. For since thy mind soared to Heaven, O righteous Theodosios, and 

thou partookest of things whereof none may speak, thou didst wholly flash like lightning, and now 

dost pray Christ God that His Great Mercy may be granted unto us. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

On this day the Lord is come unto the waters of Jordan and is baptized willingly by John, the godly 

Forerunner. From on high He was borne witness by God the Father, Who cried out to all: Behold, 

This is My beloved Son; and the Spirit then appeared and rested upon Him in the strange form of a 

dove. 

 

6.) Benedictions (Evlogetaria) in Tone 5. 

 

7.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For blessed is Thy Name ...” 

 

8.) The Hypakoë, Anabathmoi and the Prokeimenon with its accompanying stichos are all from the Octoechos 

Tone 6. (Nassar, 180; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 56). 

 

9.) The 9
th

 Eothinon Gospel (Nassar, 212) is chanted from the Holy Table. 

 

10.) Following "In that we have beheld the Resurrection of Christ ..."  

(Nassar, 113; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

**In the last line of this prayer in several Archdiocesan publications, there is an erroneous omission. It 

should read: “for in that He endured the Cross for us, He hath destroyed death by death.” 

11.) Psalm 50 (Nassar, 82; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

 

12.) Troparia following Psalm 50 (Serv. Bk., 67; Kazan Sun. Mat., 67-8) 

 

13.) The Intercession then follows. 
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14.) Read the Kontakion & Oikos, then the Synaxarion 

 

Sixth Tone Resurrectional Kontakion and Oikos (Plain Reading) 

 

The Life-giver, Christ our God, raised the dead from the valley of death with His life-giving hand, 

awarding Resurrection to all. For, He is the Savior, the Resurrection, the Life and the God of all. 
 

We the faithful praise and worship Thy Cross and tomb, O Giver of life, for Thou hast chained 

Hades, O immortal One, and as the almighty God, Thou hast raised the dead with Thee and hast 

shattered the gates of Hades and destroyed the power of death. Therefore, we praise Thee with love; 

Thou Who didst arise and demolish the power of the deadly enemy. Thou hast raised all who believe 

in Thee, delivered the world from the arrows of the serpent, and freed us from the errors of the 

enemy, O almighty One. Therefore, in faith we praise Thy Resurrection by which Thou hast saved 

us as God of all. 

THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading) 

 

On January 11 in the Holy Orthodox Church we continue to celebrate the Theophany (Epiphany) of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and we commemorate our righteous Father Theodosius the Cenobiarch, the 

instructor of the wilderness. 

Verses 

Theodosius was the leader of monks’ common life; 

And his departure from this life was monks’ common loss. 

On the eleventh the Cenobiarch left this ruinous life. 
 

Theodosios the Great lived in Palestine. The founder and organizer of cenobitic (communal) 

monasticism, as a young man he visited Simeon Stylites, who blessed him and predicted for him 

great spiritual glory. Once Theodosios founded his monastery, many monks of different nationalities 

and languages quickly gathered around him. He built churches for each language group, but on a day 

when they were to receive Communion, all the brethren gathered in the great church. Together with 

Saint Sabbas, he defended Palestine from the heresy of the Monophysites. God endowed Theodosios 

with the gifts of wonderworking, to heal the sick, to be present and help from a distance, to tame 

wild beasts, among other gifts. Theodosios entered peacefully into rest in the Lord in the year 529, at 

the age of 105. 

 

On this day, we also commemorate the Venerable Theodosios of Philotheou monastery on Athos; 

Venerable Agapios of Apamea in Syria; and Venerable Michael of Klops, fool-for-Christ. By their 

intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 

 

15.) Katabasias of the Second Canon of Theophany in Tone 2 (Nassar, 473) 

 

Tone 2 

Ode 1. Verily, Israel passed the tempest of the tumultuous sea, having appeared to him again as dry 

land. But the tri-speared Egyptians were lost wholly by the darkness of the deep, as a graveyard 

swept by waters, by the power of the precious right hand of the Master. 

 

Ode 3. We have been delivered from the ancient snares, and the tusks of devouring lions have been 

crushed. Wherefore, let us rejoice and open wide our mouths, inditing to the Word sayings of praise 

for His benefactions granted to us; for He is pleased thereby. 
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Ode 4. The Prophet having been cleansed by the fire of mystical vision, praising the renewal of 

mankind, sang with a great voice, moved by the Spirit, revealing the ineffable Incarnation, the 

Incarnation of the Word, by which the might of the mighty hath been crushed. 

 

Ode 5. We who have been washed by the purification of the Spirit from the venom of the dark and 

mire-defiled enemy, have come upon a new way, not misleading, but leading to a bliss 

unapproachable except by those who have been reconciled to God. 

 

Ode 6. Him Whom the Father had caused to overflow from the womb, in His all-blissful voice He 

proclaimed beloved, saying, Yea, this is My Son consubstantial with Me; the Radiance of My light 

hath been born of mankind. And He Himself is My living Word and Man at the same time, for His 

own dispensation. 

 

Ode 7. Verily, He Who quenched the flaming fire of the furnace containing the youths of true 

worship, hath burned the heads of dragons in the courses of water; and by the dew of the Spirit hath 

cleansed the abysmal darkness resulting from sin. 

 

We praise, we bless, and we worship the Lord. 

 

Ode 8. The prince of darkness groaneth to himself because creation hath been freed, and those who 

were of old in darkness have become sons of the Light. Wherefore, all the nations of the Gentiles 

that before hath been wretched, now ceaselessly bless Christ the Cause. 

 

16.) Magnification "More honorable…" with its verses; (Serv. Bk., 70; Kazan Sun. Mat., 76) 

 

Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord; and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

 

Refrain: More honorable than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim: 

thou who without stain bearest God the Word, and art truly Theotokos, we magnify thee. 

 

Verse: For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaid; for behold from henceforth all 

generations shall call me blessed. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is His Name; and His mercy is on them 

that fear him, throughout all generations. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He hath showed strength in his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 

hath filled the empty with good things, and the rich hath he sent away empty. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, 

Abraham and his seed forever. (Refrain) 
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17.) Ninth Katabasia of the Second Canon of Theophany in Tone 2 (Nassar, 473) 

 

Tone 2 

Ode 9. Magnify, O my soul, the Maiden who delivered us from the curse. 

O the wonder of thy super-intelligent birth-giving, thou all-pure bride, the blessed Mother through 

whom we have received perfect salvation, we indite a fitting song, offering as a gift the song of 

gratitude. 

 

18.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation "For all the powers of heaven..."  

 

19.) Exaposteilaria we chant “Holy is the Lord our God. (thrice) … Exalt ye the Lord our God and worship at 

His footstool for He is holy.” Then we chant the following:  

 

Tone 2 

Eothinon 9 (Nassar, 213; Kazan Sun. Mat., 98) 

 

When thou didst enter while the doors were closed, O Lord, then thou didst fill thine Apostles with a 

Holy Spirit, breathing into them peace, and saying unto them, Loosen ye and bind ye sins.  And after 

eight days thou didst show Thomas thy hands and thy side.  With him, therefore, do we cry to thee, 

Thou art the Lord and God. 

 

Tone 2 - (**Hearken, ye women**) 

St. Theodosios (Men. Jan. 11) 

 

When thou hadst purified thy mind from all confusion passions bring, O Saint, thou clearly beheldest 

divine reflections that shone from the triply-bright Divinity, which is brighter than life itself; but 

never cease to pray for us, God-bearer, blest Theodosios, thou shining gem of ascetics. 

 

Tone 2 - (**Hearken, ye women**) 

After-Feast of Theophany (Men. Jan. 11) 

 

Great are Thy works divine, for Thou, though God before eternity, entering the womb of the Virgin, 

becamest flesh without changing, my Savior and Almighty Lord; and in the Jordan River’s floods 

didst Thou wash mortal nature clean of all the sin that had sullied our souls, O merciful Master. 

 

20.) Praises (Ainoi) in Tone 6 with eight stichera:  

Four stichera for the Resurrection (Nassar, 182; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 145) 

Four stichera for Theophany in Tone 1 (Nassar, 477; Kazan, Mat., 235) 

 

Tone 6 

Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 182) 

Verse 8: This glory shall be to all His saints. 

 

The Cross, O Lord, is life and resurrection to thy people, and in it we do trust.  Wherefore, do we 

praise, O our risen Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Verse 7: Praise God in His sanctuary: praise Him in the firmament of His power. 

 

Thy Burial, O Master, hath opened paradise to mankind.  Wherefore, as we escape corruption, we 

praise thee, O our risen God; have mercy upon us. 

 

Verse 6: Praise Him for His mighty acts: praise Him according to His excellent greatness. 

 

With the Father and the Spirit, let us praise Christ risen from the dead.  Let us cry unto Him, Thou 

art our life and resurrection.  Have mercy upon us. 

 

Verse 5: Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet. Praise Him with the psaltery and harp. 

 

Thou hast risen from the tomb in three days, as it was written, O Christ, and hast raised with thee our 

ancestors.  Wherefore, mankind doth glorify thee and praise thy Resurrection. 

 

Tone 1 
Theophany (Nassar, 477; Kazan, Mat., 235) 

Verse 4: Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; praise Him with stringed instruments and 

organs. 

 

Christ our God, Who is Light of Light, God manifest, hath shone forth to the world. Let us, O 

nations, worship Him. 

 

Verse 3: Praise Him upon the loud cymbals: praise Him upon the high-sounding cymbals. Let 

everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 

 

How shall we servants fittingly honor Thee, O Christ Master? For by water Thou didst renew us all. 

 

Verse 2: The sea beheld and fled; Jordan turned back. 

 

When Thou wast baptized in the Jordan, O our Savior, Thou didst sanctify the courses by the laying 

of Thy servant’s hand upon Thee, healing the sufferings of the world. Wherefore, great is the 

mystery of Thy dispensation. O Lord, Lover of mankind, glory to Thee. 

 

Verse 1: What aileth thee, O sea, that thou fleddest? And thou, Jordan, that thou didst turn back? 

 

The true Light hath appeared, granting illumination to all. And Christ transcending all purity is 

baptized with us, charging the water with sanctity for the purification of souls. Wherefore, the thing 

apparent is earthly, but its significance transcendeth the heavens; for by washing salvation is 

attained, by water the Spirit, and by immersion ascent to God. Wherefore, great are Thy works, O 

Lord, glory to Thee. 
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Tone 5 

Eothinon 9 (Nassar, 214; Kazan Sun. Mat., 191) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

In the fullness of time, O Christ, thou didst appear among thy beloved ones on the eve of the 

Sabbath, and didst confirm to them a wonder through a wonder, namely thy Resurrection from the 

dead by thine entrance while the doors were closed.  But thou didst fill the Disciples with joy, 

granting them a Holy Spirit, and didst bestow on them power to forgive sins.  And as for Thomas, 

thou didst not permit him to drown in the depths of faithlessness.  Wherefore, grant us the 

knowledge of the truth, and forgiveness of sins, O compassionate Lord. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate of thee is Hades 

despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set free, death is slain, and 

we are endowed with life.  Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry aloud: Blessed art thou, O Christ 

our God, who is thus well pleased, glory to thee. 

 

21.) Great Doxology - Tone 5 (Serv. Bk.,75-6; Kazan Sun. Mat., 225, Nassar, 118) 

 

22.) Troparion: "Having risen again from the tomb …", Tone 8 (Serv. Bk., 76) 

 

Tone 8 

Having risen from the tomb, and having burst the bonds of Hades, Thou didst loose the 

condemnation of Death, O Lord, releasing all mankind from the snares of the enemy. Having 

manifested Thyself to Thine Apostles, Thou didst send them forth to proclaim Thee; and through 

them Thou hast granted Thy peace unto the civilized world, O Thou Who alone art plenteous in 

mercy. 
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DIVINE LITURGY 

January 11, 2015 

Theodosios the Great, head of monasteries (Cenobiarch) & 

After-Feast of and Sunday after Theophany of Christ  

Tone 6 / Eothinon 9 

 

Saints of the Day: Venerable Theodosios of Philotheou monastery on Athos; Venerable Agapios of Apamea in 

Syria; Venerable Michael of Klops, fool-for-Christ 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) Antiphons: 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON 

 

When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language; Judah was in 

his sanctuary, and Israel his dominion. 

 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

 

The sea saw it and fled: Jordan was driven back. What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? O 

thou Jordan, that thou was driven back? (Refrain) 

 

Glory… Both now… (Refrain) 

 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON 

 

I am well pleased, for the Lord will hear the voice of my prayer. He hath inclined His ear unto me; 

therefore will I call upon Him as long as I live. 

 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized by John in the Jordan; who sing to 

Thee. Alleluia. 

 

The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell took hold of me; I found trouble and 

sorrow, and I called upon the Name of the Lord. (Refrain) 

 

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful. (Refrain) 

 

Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and Word of God… 
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2.) During the Little Entrance:  

THE THIRD ANTIPHON 

 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. Let the house of Israel 

now confess that He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. Let the house of Aaron confess that He 

is good; for His mercy endureth forever. Let them now who fear the Lord confess that He is good; 

for His mercy endureth forever.  

 

Tone 1 

Apolytikion of the Theophany of Christ (Nassar, 469; Kazan, Jan. Men., 150) 

 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for the 

voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the form of 

a dove confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hath appeared and enlightened the 

world, glory to Thee. 

 

3.) The Entrance Hymn (Eisodikon): 

 

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the 

dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

 

4.) After the Entrance we chant: 

 

Tone 6 

The Apolytikion of the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 178; Kazan Sun. Mat., 24) 

 

When Mary stood at thy grave looking for thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above thy revered 

tomb, and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men.  Thou led hades captive and 

wast not tempted thereby.  Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world. Thou who art 

risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

Tone 1 

Apolytikion of the Theophany of Christ (Nassar, 469; Kazan, Jan. Men., 150) 

 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for the 

voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the form of 

a dove confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hath appeared and enlightened the 

world, glory to Thee. 

 

Tone 8 

Apolytikion of St. Theodosios (Nassar, 37; Men. Jan. 11, Vesp.) 

 

The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile with the streams of thy tears; and by thy deep sighing 

thou hast given fruit through thy struggles a hundredfold. Accordingly, thou hast become a star for 

the universe, sparkling with miracles. Therefore, O righteous Father Theodosios, intercede with 

Christ God to save our souls. 

 

Apolytikion of the Patron Saint or Titular Feast of the Church 
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Tone 4 - (**On this day Thou hast appeared**) 

Kontakion of the Theophany of Christ (Nassar, 479; Kazan Jan. Men. 132) 

 

Today Thou hast appeared to the universe, O Lord, and Thy light hath been shed upon us, who 

praise Thee with knowledge, saying, Thou hast come and appeared, O unapproachable Light. 

 

5.) The Trisagion (“Holy God … ”) as usual. 

 

6.) Epistle: Hebrews 13:7-16 (St. Theodosios the Cenobiarch) 

 

7.) Gospel: Matthew 4:12-17 (Sunday after Theophany) 

 

8.) The Megalynarion: "It is truly meet … ”  

9.) The Koinonikon:  “Praise the Lord … Alleluia.”     

10.) Post-Communion:  “We have seen the true Light …”, as usual.  ONCE.  

 

11.) Great Dismissal: 

 

Priest:  May He Who deigned to be baptized by John in the Jordan for our salvation, and rose from the 

dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy 

Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable 

Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner 

and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, 

John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; 

of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of 

Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of 

God, Joachim and Anna; of our Righteous Father Theodosios the Great, the head of monasteries 

(Cenobiarch) in Palestine; Venerable Theodosios of Philotheou monastery on Athos; Venerable 

Agapios of Apamea in Syria; and Venerable Michael of Klops, fool-for-Christ, whose memory 

we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good 

and loveth mankind. 

Priest: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and 

save us. 

Choir:  Amen. 

Pronunciation Guide 

Cenobiarch: keh-NOH-bee-ark 

Philotheou: fee-loh-THEY-ooh 

Agapios: ah-GAH-pee-ohs 

Apamea: ah-pah-MAY-uh 

 

Note:  The leave of Epiphany takes place on Wednesday, January 14. 
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