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LITURGICAL TEXTS FOR SUNDAY 

July 20, 2014 

Prophet Elias (Elijah) the Tishbite & 6th Sunday of Matthew 

Tone 5 / Eothinon 6 

 

Saints of the Day:  Prophet Elias (Elijah) the Tishbite; Righteous Iliya Chavchavadze of Georgia 

 

GREAT VESPERS 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) We say the Sunset Psalm 104(103) 

 

2.) We chant “O Lord, I have cried ...” in Tone 5 with ten stichera: 

Six stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 168; Kazan, Vesp., 58) 

Four prosomia for the Prophet Elias in Tone 1 (Nassar, 560; Men. July 20, Vesp.) 

 

Tone 5 

Resurrection (Nassar, 168; Kazan, Vesp., 58) 

Verse 10: Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy name. 

 

With thy noble Cross, O Christ, thou hast put the devil to shame, and with thy Resurrection thou hast 

annihilated the thorn of death. Thou hast saved us too from the gates of death. Wherefore, do we 

glorify thee, O only One. 

 

Verse 9: The righteous shall wait for me until Thou recompense me. 
 

The Bestower of resurrection to mankind was verily led like a lamb to slaughter. Therefore, the 

captains of hades were terrified by him, and its portals of agony were lifted; for Christ the King of 

glory hath entered it, saying to those in bonds, Come ye out! and to those in darkness, Be ye 

manifest!  
 

Verse 8: Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O Lord, Lord hear my voice. 
 

The wonder is verily great; for the Creator of unseen creatures hath suffered in the flesh for his love 

of mankind; and the deathless One hath risen up. Come ye, therefore, O tribes of the nations, let us 

bow to him in worship; for by his compassion have we been liberated from disobedience and have 

learned how to praise the one God in three Persons.  
 

Verse 7: Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.  

 

O Light that is not apprehended by eventide, we offer thee evening worship; for thou hast risen on 

the world at the completeness of time as in a mirror; and thou didst descend to hades and dissolved 

the darkness therein, revealing to the nations the light of the Resurrection. Wherefore, O Lord, Giver 

of light, glory to thee.  
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Verse 6: If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with Thee 

there is forgiveness. 

 

Let us praise with words of glorification Christ, the Element of our salvation; for by his rising from 

the dead he hath saved the world from falsehood, and the ranks of angels rejoiced; and the falsehood 

of demons hath vanished; and Adam rose up from the fall; and the authority of Diabolus was 

repudiated.  

 

Verse 5: Because of Thy name have I waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon Thy 

word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

 

When the guardian soldiers were appointed by the transgressors of the law, they were instructed by 

them to conceal the Resurrection of Christ; for they said to them, Take ye silver and say, Behold 

when we were asleep the corpse was stolen from the tomb. But who hath ever seen or heard at any 

time that a corpse was stolen, especially if it were naked and embalmed  , leaving its wrappings in 

the grave? Be ye not deceived, O Jews, but learn ye the sayings of the Prophets, and understand that 

this One in truth is the Savior of the world, the omnipotent One.  

 

Tone 1 - (**Thou art the joy**) 

Prophet Elias (Nassar, 560; Men. July 20, Vesp.)  

Verse 4: From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord. 

 

O all-compassionate Word, Who didst translate Elias the Tishbite from the earth in a fiery chariot, 

by his beseeching save us who glorify Thee in faith and who celebrate his divine and noble 

memorial in gladness. 

 

Verse 3: For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is abundant redemption, and He will 

deliver Israel from all His iniquities. 

 

O all-compassionate Word, Who didst translate Elias the Tishbite from the earth in a fiery chariot, 

by his beseeching save us who glorify Thee in faith and who celebrate his divine and noble 

memorial in gladness. 

 

Verse 2: Praise the Lord, all ye nations.  Praise Him, all ye people. 

 

Not in the earthquakes, but in the still, small voice, O Elias blessed of God, didst thou behold the 

presence of God, illuminating thee of old. Thus dist thou ascend to Heaven, mounting a chariot of 

four horses in a strange manner, becoming wonderful, O God-inspired one. 

 

Verse 1: For His mercy is great towards us, and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. 

 

Fired by divine zeal, O all-wise Elias, thou didst slaughter the priests of confusion with the edge of 

the sword; and by thy tongue thou didst bind the heavens that it might not rain on earth. And having 

bestowed thy mantle on Elisha, thou didst fill him with double divine grace. 
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Tone 6 

St. Elias (Nassar, 561; Kazan July Men., 26) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Come, ye assembly of the Orthodox, let us assemble together in the all-solemn Temple, the Temple 

of those two God-inspired Prophets. Let us sing a song of harmonious tones, glorifying Christ our 

God who honored them. Let us raise our voices in rejoicing and joy, saying: Rejoice, O earthly angel 

and heavenly man, Elias of great name! Rejoice, O thou who didst receive double grace from God, O 

all-revered Elisha! Rejoice, O ye two fervid supports, ye two champions and two physicians of the 

souls and bodies of the Christ-loving people. Deliver from every obstacle and from diverse 

tribulations and oppressions those who celebrate in faith thine all-adored feast. 

 

Tone 5 

Theotokion for the Resurrection (Nassar, 169; Kazan Vesp., 70) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

The sign of the virgin bride who knew not wedlock was at one time revealed in the Red Sea; for 

there Moses did cleave the waters, and there Gabriel was the minister of a miracle. At that time 

Israel crossed the deep and their feet were not wet, and now the Virgin hath given birth to Christ 

without seed. The sea remained uncrossed after the passing of Israel, and the blameless one 

remained incorruptible after giving birth to Emmanuel. Therefore, O eternal God, who wast before 

eternity, and who didst appear as man, have mercy upon us.  

 

3.) The Entrance is made with the censer, and we chant "O gladsome Light ..." followed by the Prokeimenon 

"The Lord is King ..." in Tone 6 with its stichoi. 

 

Saturday Prokeimenon In Tone Six 

 

Deacon: The Evening Prokeimenon! 

Choir (Refrain): The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty. (ONCE) 

Verse 1: The Lord is robed; He is girded with strength. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. (Refrain) 

 

The Old Testament Passages 

 

The First Reading: First Book of Kings (17:1-24) 

 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Reading from the First Book of Kings (17:1-24). 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

Reader: The word of the Lord came to Elias the Tishbite, and he said to Ahab, “As the Lord God 

of Israel lives, before Whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at 

my word.” Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “Get away from here and turn 

eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. And it will be that 

you shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” So 

he went and did according to the word of the Lord, for he went and stayed by the Brook 
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Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. The ravens brought him bread and meat in the 

morning, and bread and meat in the evening; and he drank from the brook. And it 

happened after a while that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land. 

Then the word of the Lord came to Elias, saying, “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs 

to Sidon, and dwell there. See, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you.” So 

he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, indeed a 

widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Please bring me a little 

water in a cup so that I may drink.” And as she was going to get it, he called to her and 

said, “Please bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” So she said, “As the Lord your 

God lives, I do not have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and 

see, I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my 

son, that we may eat it, and die.” And Elias said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you 

have said, but make me a small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward make 

some for yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour 

shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the Lord sends rain on 

the earth.’” So she went away and did according to the word of Elias; and she and he and 

her household ate for many days. The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil 

run dry, according to the word of the Lord which He spoke by Elias. Now it happened 

after these things that the son of the woman who owned the house became sick. And his 

sickness was so serious that there was no breath left in him. So she said to Elias, “What 

have I to do with you, O man of God? Have you come to me to bring my sin to 

remembrance, and to kill my son?” And Elias said to her, “Give me your son.” So he took 

him out of her arms and carried him to the upper room where he was staying, and laid 

him on his own bed. Then he cried out to the Lord and said, “O Lord my God, hast Thou 

also brought tragedy on the widow with whom I lodge, by killing her son?” And he 

stretched himself out on the child three times, and cried out to the Lord and said, “O Lord 

my God, I pray, let this child’s soul come back to him.” Then the Lord heard the voice of 

Elias; and the soul of the child came back to him, and he revived. And Elias took the 

child and brought him down from the upper room into the house, and gave him to his 

mother. And Elias said, “See, your son lives!” Then the woman said to Elias, “Now by 

this I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is the 

truth.” 

 

The Second Reading: First Book of Kings (18:1, 17-41, 44, 42, 45; 19:1-16) 

 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Reading from the First Book of Kings (18:1, 17-41, 44, 42, 45; 19:1-16). 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

Reader: The word of the Lord came to Elias the Tishbite in the third year, saying, “Go, present 

yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.” Then it happened, when Ahab saw 

Elias that Ahab said to him, “Is that you, O perverter of Israel?” And he answered, “I 

have not perverted Israel, but you and your father’s house have, in that you have forsaken 

the commandments of the Lord and have followed the Baals. Now therefore, send and 

gather all Israel to me on Mount Carmel, the 450 prophets of Baal, and the 400 prophets 

of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and 

gathered the prophets together on Mount Carmel. And Elias came to all the people, and 

said, “How long will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; 
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but if Baal, follow him.” But the people answered him not a word. Then Elias said to the 

people, “I alone am left a prophet of the Lord; but Baal’s prophets are 450 men. 

Therefore let them give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for themselves, cut it 

in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it; and I will prepare the other bull, 

and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it. Then you call on the name of your gods, 

and I will call on the Name of the Lord; and the God Who answers by fire, He is God.” 

So all the people answered and said, “It is well spoken.” Now Elias said to the prophets 

of Baal, “Choose one bull for yourselves and prepare it first, for you are many; and call 

on the name of your god, but put no fire under it.” So they took the bull which was given 

them, and they prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, 

saying, “O Baal, hear us!” But there was no voice; no one answered. Then they leaped 

about the altar which they had made. And so it was, at noon, that Elias mocked them and 

said, “Cry aloud, for he is a god; either he is meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a 

journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened.” So they cried aloud, and cut 

themselves, as was their custom, with knives and lances, until the blood gushed out on 

them. And when midday was past, they prophesied until the time of the offering of the 

evening sacrifice. But there was no voice; no one answered, no one paid attention. Then 

Elias said to all the people, “Come near to me.” So, all the people came near to him. And 

he repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken down. And Elias took twelve stones, 

according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord 

had come, saying, “Israel shall be your name.” Then with the stones he built an altar in 

the name of the Lord; and he made a trench around the altar large enough to hold two 

measures of seed. And he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the 

wood, and said, “Fill four water pots with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice and on 

the wood.” Then he said, “Do it a second time,” and they did it a second time; and he 

said, “Do it a third time,” and they did it a third time. So the water ran all around the 

altar; and he also filled the trench with water. And it came to pass, at the time of the 

offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elias the prophet came near and said, “Lord God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that Thou art God in Israel and I am 

Thy servant, and that I have done all these things at Thy word. Hear me, O Lord, hear 

me, that this people may know that Thou art the Lord God, and that Thou hast turned 

their hearts back again unto Thee.” Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt 

sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in 

the trench. Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The 

Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God!” And Elias said to them, “Seize the prophets of 

Baal! Do not let one of them escape!” So they seized them; and Elias brought them down 

to the Brook Kishon and executed them there. Then Elias said to Ahab, “There is a sound 

of the coming of rain; prepare your chariot, and go down before the rain stops you.’” And 

Elias went up to the top of Carmel; then he bowed down on the ground, and put his face 

between his knees and prayed unto the Lord. The sky became black with clouds and 

wind, and there was a heavy rain. So Ahab rode away and went to Jezreel. 

 
And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elias had done, also how he had executed all the prophets 

with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elias, saying, “Tomorrow, I will make 

thy life as the life of one of them.” And when he heard that, he arose and ran for his life, 

and went to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. But he himself 

went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree. 

And he prayed that he might die, and said, “It is enough! Now, Lord, take my life, for I 

am no better than my fathers!” Then as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, suddenly an 
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angel touched him, and said to him, “Arise and eat.” Then he looked, and there by his 

head was a cake baked on coals, and a jar of water. So he ate and drank, and lay down 

again. And the angel of the Lord came back the second time, and touched him, and said, 

“Arise and eat, because the journey is too great for you.” So he arose, and ate and drank; 

and he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights as far as Horeb, the 

mountain of God. And there he went into a cave, and spent the night in that place; and 

behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and He said to him, “What are you doing here, 

Elias?” So he said, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God of hosts; for the children 

of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, torn down Thine altars, and killed Thy prophets 

with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life.” Then He said, “Go out, 

and stand on the mountain before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great 

and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the Lord, 

but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not 

in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and 

after the fire a still small voice. So it was, when Elias heard it, that he wrapped his face in 

his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice came to 

him, and said, “What are you doing here, Elias?” And he said, “I have been very zealous 

for the Lord God of hosts; because the children of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, 

torn down Thine altars, and killed Thy prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they 

seek to take my life.” Then the Lord said to him: “Go, return on your way to the 

Wilderness of Damascus; and when you arrive, anoint Hazael as king over Syria. Also 

you shall anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as king over Israel. And Elisha the son of 

Shaphat of Abel Meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place.” 

 

The Third Reading: First and Second Books of Kings (19:19-21 and 2:1, 6-14) 

 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Reading from the First and Second Books of Kings (19:19-21 and 2:1, 6-14). 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

Reader: In those days, Elias found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke 

of oxen before him, and he was with the twelfth. Then Elias passed by him and threw his 

mantle on him. And he left the oxen and ran after Elias, and said, “Please let me kiss my 

father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” And he said to him, “Go back again, 

for what have I done to you?” So Elisha turned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen 

and slaughtered them and boiled their flesh, using the oxen’s equipment, and gave it to 

the people, and they ate. Then he arose and followed Elias, and became his servant. And 

it came to pass, when the Lord was about to take up Elias into heaven by a whirlwind, 

that Elias went with Elisha from Gilgal. Then Elias said to him, “Stay here, please, for the 

Lord has sent me on to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as your soul 

lives, I will not leave you!” So, the two of them went on. And fifty men of the sons of the 

prophets went and stood facing them at a distance, while the two of them stood by the 

Jordan. Now Elias took his mantle, rolled it up, and struck the water; and it was divided 

this way and that, so that the two of them crossed over on dry ground. And so it was, 

when they had crossed over, that Elias said to Elisha, “Ask! What may I do for you, 

before I am taken away from you?” Elisha said, “Please let a double portion of your spirit 

be upon me.” So he said, “You have asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me 

when I am taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so.” Then it 
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happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with 

horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elias went up by a whirlwind into 

Heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he cried out, “My father, my father, the chariot of Israel 

and its horsemen!” So he saw him no more. And he took hold of his own clothes and tore 

them into two pieces. He also took up the mantle of Elias that had fallen from him, and 

went back and stood by the bank of the Jordan. Then he took the mantle of Elias that had 

fallen from him, and struck the water, and said, “Where is the Lord God of Elias?” And 

when he also had struck the water, it was divided this way and that; and Elisha crossed 

over on dry ground. 

4.) Immediately before the Aposticha, parishes may offer the Service of Litia and Artoklasia for Prophet Elias. 

(Liturgikon P. 32-38) 

 

Tone 4 

Doxasticon & Theotokion at the Litia Procession 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Thou didst mount a fiery chariot, and wast translated to a brilliant city, O Elias the Tishbite, having 

repulsed the prophets of confusion. Wherefore, as thou didst bind the heaven with thy word, loosen 

our iniquities by thine intercessions before the Lord to save our souls. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

From diverse dangers, O blessed Theotokos, do thou preserve thy servants, that we may glorify thee, 

the hope of our souls. 

 

5.) At the Aposticha, we chant four stichera for the Resurrection from the Octoechos in Tone 5 

 

Tone 5 

Resurrection (Nassar,170; Kazan Vesp., 138) 

 

O Christ Savior, who didst become incarnate without leaving heaven, thee do we magnify with the 

voices of song; for thou didst accept the Cross and death for the sake of our human race; for thou art 

the Lord, the Lover of mankind. Thou didst demolish the gates of hades, rising on the third day, and 

saving our souls. 

 

Verse 1: The Lord is King and hath put on glorious apparel, The Lord hath put on His apparel 

and hath girt Himself with strength. 

 

Thy side being stabbed, O Giver of life, didst nevertheless overflow for all with springs of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation. And accepting death in the flesh, thou didst bestow on us 

deathlessness. And dwelling in a tomb, thou didst free us and raise us in glory with thee, since thou 

art God. Wherefore, do we exclaim to thee, O Lord, Lover of mankind, glory to thee.  

 

Verse 2: For He hath established the world so that it shall never be moved. 
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Wonderful is thy Crucifixion and thy descent to hades, O Lord, Lover of mankind; for thou didst 

lead it captive, since thou art God, raising with thee in glory those who of old had been chained. 

Thou didst open to them paradise and didst make them worthy to enjoy it. Grant us, therefore, 

forgiveness of sins, who glorify thy third-day Resurrection, and prepare us for dwellings in paradise, 

since thou art compassionate.  

 

Verse 3: Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, forever. 

 

O Thou Who, for our sake, didst submit to sufferings in the flesh, and who didst rise from the dead 

in three days, heal the sufferings of our bodies and lift us up from our heavy sins, O Lover of 

mankind, and save us.  

 

Tone 6 

Doxasticon for St. Elias (Nassar, 562; Kazan July Men., 33) 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

O Christ-proclaiming Prophet Elias, thou art inseparable from the throne of greatness, and ever-

present at the side of everyone in sickness. Wherefore, O thou minister of the Highest, who blessest 

the universe and art glorified in every quarter, seek forgiveness for our souls. 
 

Tone 6 

Theotokion for the Resurrection (Nassar, 178) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

O most pure one, when Christ the Lord, my Creator and Savior, came forth from thy womb, putting 

me on, He did free Adam from the ancient curse. Wherefore, O most pure one, since thou art the 

Theotokos and a Virgin in truth, we shout to thee untiringly with the angels, saying: Rejoice, Lady, 

O thou who art the helper, the cover, and the salvation of our souls. 

 

6.) St. Simeon's Prayer and Holy God… 

 

7.) At the Apolytikia, we chant: 

 

Tone 5 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 171; Kazan Vesp., 169) 

 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the 

Virgin for our salvation; for he took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh, to suffer death, and 

to raise the dead by his glorious Resurrection. 

 

Tone 4 - (**Be quick to anticipate**) 

Apolytikion of Prophet Elias (Nassar, 562; Kazan July Men., 35) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

O angelic of body, pillar of the prophets and their cornerstone, the second forerunner of the coming of 

Christ, the venerable and glorious Elias, thou didst send grace from on high to Elisha to dispel 

sicknesses and purify lepers.  Wherefore, he overflows with healing to those who honor him. 
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Tone 4 

Theotokion of the Resurrection (Nassar, 162; Kazan Vesp., 168) 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

The Mystery which was hidden from everlasting and was unknown of the angels, O Theotokos, wast 

revealed through thee, to those who dwell upon earth. In that God, having become incarnate—in 

unconfused union—of His own good will accepted the Cross for our sake. Whereby He raised again 

the first created, and hath saved our souls from death. 
 

8.) If Litia/Artoklasia WAS served, follow the order for the Great Dismissal in The Liturgikon, 38-39. If it WAS 

NOT served, follow the order in The Liturgikon, 38-39. To conclude, the priest says, “May He Who rose 

from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy 

Mother,” ... “Through the prayers…” 
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ORTHROS 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) At the beginning of Orthros the Troparia and Theotokion  

(“O Lord, save Thy people... Do Thou who of Thine own good will... O champion dread...”) 

are always said/intoned and are NEVER chanted. 

 

2.) All six of the Orthros Psalms must be said in their entirety. 

(Note:  In the Kazan Byzantine Music volume for Orthros, there is an omission in the first introductory 

stichos.  It should read, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.”  Please make 

this correction in your books.) 

 

3.) After the Litany of Peace and the exclamation “For unto Thee are due…”  

Chant “God is the Lord…” with its stichoi 

 

Tone 5 

“God is the Lord” 

Choir (Refrain):  God is the Lord Who hath shown us light. Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of 

the Lord. 

Verse 1: O give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His Holy Name. (Refrain) 

Verse 2: All nations compassed me about: but in the Name of the Lord will I destroy 

them. (Refrain) 

Verse 3: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. (Refrain) 

 

The Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 171; Kazan Sun. Mat., 21) 

 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the 

Virgin for our salvation; for he took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh, to suffer death, and 

to raise the dead by his glorious Resurrection. 

 

Tone 4 - (**Be quick to anticipate**) 

Apolytikion of Prophet Elias (Nassar, 562; Kazan July Men., 35) 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

O angelic of body, pillar of the prophets and their cornerstone, the second forerunner of the coming of 

Christ, the venerable and glorious Elias, thou didst send grace from on high to Elisha to dispel 

sicknesses and purify lepers.  Wherefore, he overflows with healing to those who honor him. 
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Tone 4 

Theotokion of the Resurrection (Nassar, 162; Kazan Mat., 19) 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

The Mystery which was hidden from everlasting and was unknown of the angels, O Theotokos, wast 

revealed through thee, to those who dwell upon earth. In that God, having become incarnate—in 

unconfused union—of His own good will accepted the Cross for our sake. Whereby He raised again 

the first created, and hath saved our souls from death. 
 

4.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For Thine is the might...” 

 

5.) The First and Second Kathismata are from the Octoechos for Tone 5 (Nassar, 171; Kazan Sun. Mat., 37). 

The Third Kathismata is from the Menaion for Prophet Elias (Nassar, 563) 

 

First Kathisma – (Plain Reading) 

 

Let us laud the honored Cross of the Lord; let us honor with song His holy Burial; let us glorify His 

divine Resurrection; for He hath raised the dead from the graves, since He is God, and hath led 

captive the might of death and the power of Diabolus, and hath shed light on those who are in Hades. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Thou hast been called dead, O Lord, Who hast caused death to die. And Thou wast placed in a grave, 

O Thou Who hast emptied the grave. Above, the soldiers guarded the tomb, but below, Thou didst 

raise the dead who were from eternity. Wherefore, O Lord Almighty, the Incomprehensible, glory to 

Thee. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Rejoice, O uncrossed gate; rejoice, O wall and protection of those who hasten unto thee; rejoice, O 

quiet haven, who hast not known wedlock, O thou who hast given birth in the flesh to thy Creator 

and God. Thou shalt continue to intercede for the sake of those who praise and worship thy birth-

giving. 

 

Second Kathisma – (Plain Reading) 

 

After the third-day Resurrection and the worship of the Disciples, O Lord, Peter cried to Thee: The 

women made bold to Thee, but I cowered fearing; the thief did speak of Thy Divinity, and I denied 

Thee ungratefully. Wouldest Thou still, I wonder, call me Disciple, or make me a fisher of the deep? 

Nevertheless, O God, receive me, repentant, and save me. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

The transgressors of the law, O merciful Lord, nailed Thee between two thieves and stabbed Thy 

side with a spear. And Thou didst submit to burial, O Thou Who didst invade the gates of Hades, and 

didst rise in three days. Wherefore, the women hastened to behold Thee, and told the good tidings of 

Thy Resurrection to the Apostles, O Savior transcendent in height, and praised of angels. Wherefore, 

O blessed Lord, glory to Thee. 
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Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

O Theotokos, transcendent in praise, O bride who hast not tried marriage, O thou who hast changed 

Eve’s sorrow to joy, we worshipping believers give praise; for that thou didst lift us up from the first 

curse. And now intercede ceaselessly, O all-holy one, for our salvation. 

 

Third Kathisma for the Prophet Elias (Nassar, 563) – (Plain Reading) 

 

O blessed one who beholdeth God, we proclaim thee in unison as an all-radiant luminary, ascending 

in a fiery chariot, and angel in the body burning with divine zeal, uprooting infidelity and rebuking 

those who turn away from the law, and the head of the Prophets. Preserve us, O blessed Elias. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

In songs of praise let all us believers extol Elias the Tishbite, that fount of miracles and comeliness 

of the Prophets; for he still remaineth immortal in his body, confirming, though dead, the 

Resurrection of the dead. Wherefore, having attained privilege with God, he bestoweth healing, and 

granteth the requests of those who cry out unto him in faith, saying: Intercede, O Prophet, with 

Christ, to grant forgiveness of sins to those who eagerly celebrate thy holy memorial. 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Let us all praise the heavenly gate and ark, yea, the all-holy mountain, the radiant cloud, the bush 

which was not consumed, that true spiritual paradise, the redemption of Eve, the great treasure of all 

the world; for through her was salvation enacted for all mankind, and complete forgiveness of our 

ancient offenses and pardon of trespasses. For this reason, we all cry out with great fervor and say to 

her: Entreat thy Son and God that He grant the forgiveness of transgressions wrought in life to them 

that piously worship thine all-holy Child, O Maid. 

 

6.) Benedictions (Evlogetaria) in Tone 5. 

 

7.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation “For blessed is Thy Name ...” 

 

8.) The Hypakoë, Anabathmoi and the Prokeimenon with its accompanying stichos are all from the Octoechos 

Tone 5. (Nassar, 172; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 54). 

 

9.) The 6
th

 Eothinon Gospel (Nassar, 207) is chanted from the Holy Table. 

 

10.) "In that we have beheld the Resurrection of Christ ..." (Nassar, 113; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

**In the last line of this prayer in several Archdiocesan publications, there is an erroneous omission. It 

should read: “for in that He endured the Cross for us, He hath destroyed death by death.” 

 

11.) Psalm 50 (Nassar, 82; Serv. Bk., 66; Kazan Sun. Mat., 66) 

 

12.) Troparia following Psalm 50 (Serv. Bk., 67; Kazan Sun. Mat., 67-8) 

 

13.) The Intercession then follows. 

 

  



July 20, 2014, Prophet Elias (Elijah) the Tishbite & 6th Sunday of Matthew Tone 5  Eothinon 6 

 

 13 

14.) Read the Kontakion & Oikos, then the Synaxarion 

Fifth Tone Resurrectional Kontakion and Oikos (Plain Reading) 

 

Thou didst descend into Hades, my Savior, and shattered its gates, for Thou art almighty. As 

Creator, Thou didst raise the dead and destroy the sting of death. Thou didst deliver Adam from the 

curse, O loving One. Therefore, all cry out to Thee: O Lord, save us. 

 

Having heard the words of the angel, the women were overjoyed. They ceased their lamenting and 

trembling, and didst behold the Resurrection. And behold, Christ approached them, saying: Rejoice. 

Take courage, for I have conquered the world and have saved the captives. Hasten and announce to 

the Disciples that I go before them into Galilee to announce the news. Therefore, we cry out unto 

Thee: O Lord, save us. 

 

The Synaxarion (Plain Reading) 

On July 20 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the fiery ascent as it were into the 

Heaven of the holy and glorious Elias (Elijah) the Tishbite. 

 

Verses 

He withheld the rain and thrice brought down fire from Heaven; 

Now Elias parteth the stream and upwards hasteth. 

On the twentieth, thou wast caught up in a chariot, O horseman Elias. 

 

Elias was born in the town of Tishba in Gilead east of the Jordan River. His father Savah saw an 

angel of God hovering around the child, wrapping the child in fire and giving him a flame to eat. 

This foreshadowed Elias’s God-given fiery character and power. Elias confronted the Israelite King 

Ahab and his evil wife Jezebel, who persuaded her husband to erect a temple to the pagan god Baal. 

Through great miracles Elias displayed the power and authority of the real God: he closed up the 

heavens so that no rain fell for 42 months; he lowered a fire from heaven and burned the sacrifice to 

his God which the pagan priests could not do; he accurately prophesied to Ahab that the dogs will 

lick up his blood and to Jezebel that the dogs will consume her flesh. Elias took Elisha and 

designated him as his successor in the prophetic calling. Elias was taken up into the heavens in a 

fiery chariot by flaming horses, prefiguring the universal Resurrection. He appeared on Mount Tabor 

to our Lord Jesus Christ together with Moses on the Transfiguration. Before the end of the world 

Elias will appear again to put an end to the power of the anti-Christ (Revelation, Chapter 11). 

 

On this day, we also commemorate Righteous Iliya Chavchavadze of Georgia. By the intercessions 

of Thy Saints, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 

 

15.) Katabasias for the Akathist Canon in Tone 4 (Nassar, 114; Serv. Bk., 68; Kazan Mat., 72) 

 

Tone 4 

Ode 1. I shall open my mouth and it will be filled with the Spirit; and I shall speak forth to the 

Queen and Mother. I shall be seen joyfully singing her praises, and I shall delight to sing of her 

wonders. 

Ode 3. As a living and copious fountain, O Theotokos, do thou strengthen those who hymn thy 

praises, and are joined together in spiritual company for thy service; and in thy divine glory make 

them worthy of crowns of glory. 
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Ode 4. He Who sits in clouds of glory upon the throne of the Godhead, Jesus the most high God, 

came with mighty hand and saved those who cried out unto Him: Glory to Thy power, O Christ. 

Ode 5. All creation was amazed at thy divine glory, for thou, O unwedded Virgin, didst hold in thee 

the God of all, and didst bear the Eternal Son, Who rewards with salvation all those who hymn thy 

praises. 

Ode 6. As we the Godly-minded, celebrate this divine and all-honorable feast of the Mother of God: 

come, let us clap our hands together and glorify the God Whom she bore. 

Ode 7. The Godly-minded children worshipped not the creature rather than the Creator, but 

trampling upon the threat of fire in manly fashion, they rejoiced and sang: O All-praised Lord and 

God of our Fathers, blessed art Thou. 

We praise, we bless, and we worship the Lord. 

Ode 8. The three holy children in the furnace the Child of the Theotokos saved; then was the type, 

now is its fulfillment, and the whole world gathers to sing: All ye works praise the Lord and magnify 

Him unto all ages. 

16.) Magnification "More honorable…" with its verses; (Serv. Bk., 70; Kazan Sun. Mat., 76) 

 

Verse: My soul doth magnify the Lord; and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

 

Refrain: More honorable than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim: 

thou who without stain bearest God the Word, and art truly Theotokos, we magnify thee. 

 

Verse: For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaid; for behold from henceforth all 

generations shall call me blessed. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is His Name; and His mercy is on them 

that fear him, throughout all generations. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He hath showed strength in his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He 

hath filled the empty with good things, and the rich hath he sent away empty. (Refrain) 

 

Verse: He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, 

Abraham and his seed forever. (Refrain) 

 

17.) Ninth Katabasia of the Akathist Canon 

 

Tone 4 

Ode 9. Let all the earth-born mortals rejoice in the Spirit, bearing their lamps. And let the nature of 

bodiless Minds celebrate with honor the holy festival of the Mother of God, and cry out: Hail! All-

blessed, pure, and ever-virgin Theotokos! 

 

18.) The Little Litany is intoned with the exclamation "For all the powers of heaven..."  
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19.) Exaposteilaria we chant “Holy is the Lord our God. (thrice) … Exalt ye the Lord our God and worship at 

His footstool for He is holy.” Then we chant the following:  

 

Tone 2 

Eothinon 6 (Nassar, 209; Kazan Sun. Mat., 92) 

 

When thou didst rise from the grave, O Savior,  thou didst reveal thyself a Man by nature, as thou 

stood in the midst of the Disciples and ate with them and taught them the baptism of repentance.  

Then at once thou didst ascend to thy Heavenly Father and promised to send them the Comforter.  

Wherefore, O most divine and incarnate God, glory to thy Resurrection. 

 

Tone 3 - (**O Changeless Light**) 

The Exaposteilarion & Theotokion of Prophet Elias 

 

The light of the four-horsed fiery chariot, O Elias, sent thee ascending into Heaven without burning 

thee at all, O thou who by thine earthly tongue didst draw down fire, drying up the rains. 

 

O virgin Theotokos, who gave birth to the Light, by thine intercessions implore thy Son to have 

compassion on me who depend on thy venerable help, and to save me from eternal darkness. 

 

20.) Praises (Ainoi) in Tone 5 with eight stichera:  

Four stichera for the Resurrection (Nassar, 174; Kazan, Sun. Mat., 135) 

Four prosomia for the Prophet Elias in Tone 8 (Nassar, 564; Kazan July Men., 38) 

 

Tone 5 

Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 174) 

 

Verse 8: This glory shall be to all His saints. 

 

The grave, O Lord, having been sealed by the transgressors of the law, thou didst emerge from 

within like as thou wast born of the Theotokos; for the incorporeal angels did not know how thou 

wert incarnate.  Likewise the guardian soldiers were not aware when thou didst rise; for these two 

matters were concealed from all seekers.  But the wonders appeared to those who worshipped the 

mystery in faith.  Therefore, grant us who offer praise joy and Great Mercy. 

 

Verse 7: Praise God in His sanctuary: praise Him in the firmament of His power. 

 

O Lord, thou hast demolished the everlasting gates and broken asunder the chains.  Thou didst rise 

from the tomb, leaving behind thy wrappings and ointments in the grave, in testimony of thy true 

three-day Burial, and didst go before into Galilee, O thou who wert kept in a cave.  Great, therefore, 

are thy mercies, O ineffable Savior; have mercy upon us. 

 

Verse 6: Praise Him for His mighty acts:  praise Him according to His excellent greatness. 

 

The women did hasten to thy tomb to behold thee, O Lord, who didst suffer for us.  And when they 

arrived, advancing, they saw an angel sitting on the stone rolled back from fear.  And he shouted to 

them, saying, The Lord hath risen.  Go and tell the Disciples that the Savior of our souls is risen 

from the dead. 
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Verse 5: Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet: praise Him with the psaltery and harp. 

 

O Lord Savior, thou didst enter unto thy Disciples, the doors being closed, as thou didst come out of 

the sealed tomb, showing the sufferings of the flesh which thou didst accept in long-suffering; for 

thou didst submit to pains patiently since thou art the seed of David.  But since thou art the Son of 

God, thou didst liberate the world.  Great therefore, are thy mercies, O incomprehensible Savior.  

Have mercy upon us. 

 

Tone 8 - (**What shall we now call you**) 

Prophet Elias (Nassar, 564; Kazan July Men., 38) 

 

Verse 4: Praise him with the timbrel and dance; praise him with stringed instruments and organs. 

When thou wast united to God by virtue and good conduct, O wonderful Prophet Elias, thou wast 

given authority by Him, thus organizing creation in accordance with thine opinion, closing the doors 

of rain by thy will and bringing down fire from above to burn the infidels. Do thou entreat Christ the 

Savior that our souls be saved. 

 

Verse 3: Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high-sounding cymbals.  Let 

everything that hath breath praise the Lord. 

When thou wast united to God by virtue and good conduct, O wonderful Prophet Elias, thou wast 

given authority by Him, thus organizing creation in accordance with thine opinion, closing the doors 

of rain by thy will and bringing down fire from above to burn the infidels. Do thou entreat Christ the 

Savior that our souls be saved. 

 

Verse 2: Touch ye not mine anointed ones, and do no evil to my prophets. 

When thou wast waxed in the zeal of the Lord, O Elias, thou didst fiercely rebuke the law-

transgressing kings, slaughtered with enthusiasm the priests of confusion, and kindled a miraculous 

fire in the waters. Thou didst secure fire without tilling, and didst cleave with thy mantle the waters 

of the Jordan. Do thou entreat Christ the Savior that our souls be saved. 

 

Verse 1: Thou art a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek. 

Manifesting on earth a truly heavenly life, O Prophet Elias, thou wast enriched in thyself by the 

spiritual life. By thy breath thou didst raise a dead person, remaining more sublime than death, and 

ascending in a fiery chariot on high. Do thou entreat Christ the Savior that our souls be saved. 

 

Tone 6 

Eothinon 6 (Nassar, 209; Kazan Sun. Mat., 182) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Since thou art the true peace of God to man, O Christ, thou didst give thy peace to thy Disciples after 

thy Resurrection.  Thou didst show them frightened when they thought that they were beholding a 

spirit.  But thou didst remove the anxiety of their souls when thou didst show them thy hands and 

feet; and yet they were in doubt. But when thou didst take food with them, reminding them of thy 

preaching, thou didst open their minds to understand the books. And thou didst make with them the 

eternal covenant, blessed them, and rose, ascending into Heaven.  Wherefore, with them, do we 

worship thee, O Lord, glory be to thee. 
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Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate of thee is Hades 

despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set free, death is slain, and 

we are endowed with life.  Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry aloud: Blessed art thou, O Christ 

our God, who is thus well pleased, glory to thee. 

 

21.) Great Doxology - Tone 6 (Serv. Bk.,75-6; Kazan Sun. Mat., 225, Nassar, 118) 

 

22.) Troparion: "Having risen from the tomb…" Tone 8 (Kazan Sunday Matins 239, Serv. Bk., 76) 

 

Tone 8 

 

Having risen from the tomb, and having burst the bonds of Hades, Thou didst loose the 

condemnation of Death, O Lord, releasing all mankind from the snares of the enemy. Having 

manifested Thyself to Thine Apostles, Thou didst send them forth to proclaim Thee; and through 

them Thou hast granted Thy peace unto the civilized world, O Thou Who alone art plenteous in 

mercy. 
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DIVINE LITURGY 

July 20, 2014 

Prophet Elias (Elijah) the Tishbite & 6th Sunday of Matthew 

Tone 5 / Eothinon 6 

 

Saints of the Day:  Prophet Elias (Elijah) the Tishbite, Righteous Iliya Chavchavadze of Georgia 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in all Great Litanies before the one for the 

head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and 

safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. 

 

1.) During the Little Entrance: The apolytikion of the Resurrection in Tone 5 

 

Tone 5 

The Apolytikion of the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 171; Kazan Sun. Mat., 21) 

 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the 

Virgin for our salvation; for he took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh, to suffer death, and 

to raise the dead by his glorious Resurrection. 

 

2.) The Entrance Hymn(Eisodikon): 

 

O come let us worship and fall down before Christ, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, save 

us who sing unto thee: Alleluia 

 

3.) After the Entrance we chant: 

 

Tone 5 

The Apolytikion of the Resurrection from the Octoechos (Nassar, 171; Kazan Sun. Mat., 21) 

 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the 

Virgin for our salvation; for he took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh, to suffer death, and 

to raise the dead by his glorious Resurrection. 

 

Tone 4 - (**Be quick to anticipate**) 

Apolytikion of Prophet Elias (Nassar, 562; Kazan July Men., 35) 

 

O angelic of body, pillar of the prophets and their cornerstone, the second forerunner of the coming of 

Christ, the venerable and glorious Elias, thou didst send grace from on high to Elisha to dispel 

sicknesses and purify lepers.  Wherefore, he overflows with healing to those who honor him. 

 

Apolytikion of the Patron Saint or Titular Feast of the Church 
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Tone 2 

Kontakion for Ordinary Sundays (Liturgikon, 323) 

 

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O 

despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come 

unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, 

thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 

 

4.) The Trisagion (“Holy God…”) as usual. 

 

5.) Epistle 

James 5:10-20 (The Prophet Elias) 

 

6.) Gospel 

Matthew 9:1-8 (6th Sunday of Matthew) 

 

7.) The Megalynarion: "It is truly meet… ”  

 

8.) The Koinonikon:  “Praise the Lord … Alleluia.”     

 

9.) Post-Communion:  “We have seen the true Light…” as usual.  ONCE.  

 

10.) At the Great Dismissal the priest says, “May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the 

intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother,” ... “Through the prayers…” 

 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Iliya: ee-LEE-yah 

Chavchavadze: chav-cha-VAD-sey 
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