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NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the 

one for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 
 

Deacon:  For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from 

captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 
  

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX 

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy 

revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades 

captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the 

world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MATTHEW THE EVANGELIST IN TONE THREE 

O holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, intercede with the merciful God, to grant our souls 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

• Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple. 

 

KONTAKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR 

(**Thou Who wast raised up**) 

The all-pure temple of the Savior, the most precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the treasure-

house of the glory of God, today enters the Temple of the Lord, bringing with her the grace 

which is in the divine Spirit: whom also the angels of God do celebrate in song; for she is the 

heavenly tabernacle. 

 

THE EPISTLE 

(For St. Matthew) 

His voice has gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God. 

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:9-16) 

Brethren, God has exhibited us Apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death; 

because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men.  We are fools for 

Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, 

but we in disrepute.  To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and 

homeless, and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, 

we endure; when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become, and are now, as the refuse of 

the world, the off-scouring of all things.  I do not write this to make you ashamed, but to 

admonish you as my beloved children.  For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do 

not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.  I urge you, 

then, be imitators of me. 
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THE GOSPEL 

(For St. Matthew) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (9:9-13) 

At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man called Matthew sitting at the 

tax office; and He said to him, “Follow Me.”  And he rose and followed Him.  And as He sat at 

table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Jesus and His 

disciples.  And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, “Why does your teacher 

eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  But when Jesus heard it, He said, “Those who are well have 

no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, 

and not sacrifice.’  For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

 

• The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. The only remaining variable 

is the Koinonikon. 

 

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) IN TONE EIGHT 

His proclamation hath gone out into all the earth; and his words to the ends of the universe. 

Alleluia. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His 

all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving 

Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the 

honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable 

apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose 

Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of 

our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy 

community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of the holy, glorious, 

and all-laudable Apostle and Evangelist Matthew; the Martyr Ephygenia, disciple of St. 

Matthew; and Fulvian, prince of Ethiopia, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the 

saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 

 

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Ephygenia: eh-fee-gheh-NEE-ah 


