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August, 2016 
 

TO BE READ FROM THE PULPIT AND PUBLISHED IN THE CHURCH BULLETIN 
 
To the Beloved Clergy and Laity of our God-protected Archdiocese: 
 
Greetings and blessings in the Name of our Lord,  God, and Savior Jesus Christ! I pray this letter finds 
you and your families in good health. 
 

For the past Thirty-Five years, our beloved teens have ministered to the Athletes of Special Olympics. This 
coming summer, at the Antiochian Village Camp, our teens will host and serve at the 36th annual Special 
Olympics SOYO Sports Training Camp. Teen SOYO offers an important outreach ministry to the Special 
Olympic Athletes by providing them, free of charge, a week of sports training. This year they will host 
over 320 athletes and coaches. 
 

The website of Special Olympics organization says the following about their mission:  
“Special Olympics provides year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-
type sports for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities to 
develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills 
and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community”. 
 

It seems clear that the time and energy that is given by our teens toward these goals is truly pleasing to our 
Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ, and deserves our enthusiastic support. He asked us and urged us to 
receive Him by receiving them “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me”. (Mathew 18:4-5) Christ asked us to 
invite them by declaring “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers 
or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. But when you give 
a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind”. (Luke 14:12-13) 
 

Through your generous help, our teens raise the money needed to pay more than $70,000.00 in expenses, 
so we ask you to be generous in supporting this vital ministry. As you leave Church this morning, 
the teen members of your parish will offer you an Icon Bookmark of Saint Paisios the Anthonite (Mount 
Athos). They offer this icon as an expression of their appreciation for your contribution. Your gift today 
will have a great impact on the lives of these athletes and the teens that minister to them. 
 

May our Lord,  God, and Savior Jesus Christ continue to bless all of your good endeavors with success. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 
+JOSEPH 
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