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February 10, 2014 
 
Reverend Clergy and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 
We are quickly approaching our Lenten journey which will lead us to the ultimate feast – the 
Resurrection of Our Lord.  During this period, may you – and the faithful of your parish – be 
blessed with the love and grace of our Holy Orthodox Faith. 
 
Last fall, each Antiochian Women’s chapter received the poster for the 2013-2014 Project, “Help 
the Orphans of War in Syria.”  If you wish to have additional copies, please contact me, or go to 
the Archdiocesan website at www.antiochian.org/women.  The poster shows just one of the 
heartbreaking images that has come to us from the battle lines of Syria.  These beautiful children 
are the innocents – old enough to comprehend that their lives have been irretrievably broken, but 
too young to understand why. 
 
Metropolitan PHILIP has chosen this Project for the Antiochian Women so that we can help these 
children who have lost their homes and their families.  Our goal is to raise $200,000, and all 
contributions will go directly to His Eminence who will then forward the monies to the 
appropriate organizations in Syria for disbursement to the needed areas.   
 
As you are already well aware, March is Antiochian Women’s Month in the Archdiocese, and we 
have therefore enclosed the following materials for use in your parish: 
 

• His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP’s letter dated March 2, 2014 which should be 
published in your church bulletin, as well as read from the pulpit. 

 
• An “Antiochian Women’s Month Sermonette” to be presented by one of the ladies 

in your church on one of the Sundays in March; and 
 

• A tri-fold brochure from the Antiochian Women which discusses the Project – 
“Help the Orphans of War in Syria” – plus information about past projects 
sponsored by the Antiochian Women, as well as the Application Form and 
Qualifications for the Antiochian Women’s Scholarship. 

 
All of the enclosed materials have been compiled by the North American Board of the Antiochian 
Women for use in your church throughout the month of March.  We urge you to duplicate the tri-
fold brochure and give it to every woman in your church community. 
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Please encourage the women in reading the Epistle, ushering, taking the collection, and reading 
the Antiochian Women’s Month Sermonette that highlights the works of the women, as well as 
encouraging them to be involved in their local chapter, and helping to raise funds for our 2013-
2014 Project, “Help the Orphans of War in Syria.”  Project monies that are collected at your 
church should be sent to your Diocesan Treasurer no later than May 1, 2014 in order for her to 
forward all funds to the NAB Treasurer by May 15, 2014. 
 
In addition, please urge the women in your parish to go to the Antiochian Women’s website at 
www.antiochian.org/women.  The site contains links to our DIAKONIA newsletter, membership 
handbook, the Sophia religious programs, the Scholarship Program, our DVD, “Yes, We Do!,” 
and other important information.  Also, please go to www.antiochian.org/syria for more news 
and updates on the crisis in Syria. 
 
May God Bless you for all of your hard work and dedication to this most worthy Project, and all 
that you do within your chapters, parishes, Diocese and Archdiocese. 
 
On behalf of the North American Board, we wish you and your families a peaceful journey 
through Great Lent and a most Blessed Pascha. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
 
 
Dianne M. O’Regan, Vice President/Project Coordinator  
North American Board of the Antiochian Women 
 
cc:  Metropolitan PHILIP 
       Archbishop JOSEPH 
       Bishop ANTOUN 
       Bishop BASIL 
       Bishop THOMAS 
       Bishop ALEXANDER 
       Bishop JOHN 
       Bishop ANTHONY 
       Bishop NICHOLAS 
       Violet Robbat, NAB President 
       NAB Officers and Coordinators 
       Diocesan Presidents, Vice Presidents/Project Coordinators and Spiritual Advisors 
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