
ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN’S MONTH SERMONETTE 

Address to be given to the congregation on the First Sunday of March 2015 

Good morning! 

Christ is in our midst!  

As reflected in the letter in your bulletins from His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, 
March is designated as Antiochian Women’s Month in our Archdiocese.  Throughout the 
month, you will see the women in our parish being even more active than usual.  Some of 
these activities will include the reading of the Epistle, ushering, taking the collection, and 
speaking about the role of Antiochian Women in our parish, our diocese, and our 
Archdiocese.  We will also be talking about the Antiochian Women’s new project: 
“Nurturing the Seeds of Orthodoxy Across North America:  Regional Camps & 
Learning Centers & Monastic Communities.” 

The Antiochian Women are “a sisterhood serving Christ through serving others,” 
especially those who are in need of our help and support.  In 1973, His Eminence 
Metropolitan PHILIP of Thrice-Blessed Memory stated “we must realize once and for all 
that women have a definite ministry in the life of the Church,” and with this the Antiochian 
Women’s organization was formed. 

Remember that every woman who is baptized and chrismated into the Faith is an 
“Antiochian Woman,” and there are thousands of them across the United States and 
Canada.  These Antiochian Women are currently sitting next to you, behind you, in front 
of you.  Antiochian Women range in age from 19 to 99+, and they know no boundaries in 
their ethnicity. 

I would urge you today to become involved in your local chapter – the Antiochian Women 
of [name of church].  Speak to one of the officers or committee members about becoming 
involved in this wonderful ministry.  You can volunteer for something as effortless as 
sending cards to the sick and homebound, or become more involved – organize a retreat, 
food pantry, parish dinner, or fundraising project. 

I would also urge the women in this parish who are already participating in the local 
Antiochian Women’s chapter to become involved on the Diocesan and Archdiocesan 
levels.  Meetings in the Dioceses and Archdiocese allow you to interact with other women 
who have the same hopes and dreams that each of us in this parish experience.  During 
these gatherings, prayer, fellowship, food and laughter are all present.  You will find that 
these magnificent women are truly your “Sisters in Christ,” and friendships will be 
developed that will last a lifetime. 



Following the words of St. James (2:20) that “faith without works is dead,” the Antiochian 
Women are annually challenged with raising funds for a worthwhile cause.  To date, the 
Antiochian Women have raised over three million dollars for incredibly diverse projects, 
including the Balamand Seminary, Married Seminarians, Project Orphanages/Katherine 
Ajar Endowment Fund, Missions Fund, Retired Clergy Housing, Al-Kafaat, the Convent of 
St. Thekla, Antiochian Village Tornado Relief and, last year, to Help the Orphans of War 
in Syria which raised almost $300,000! 

Last summer at the Antiochian Village, Metropolitan JOSEPH gave the Antiochian 
Women a new project which we have named, “Nurturing the Seeds of Orthodoxy 
Across North America:  Regional Camps & Learning Centers & Monastic 
Communities.” 

As noted by the title, this Project is two-fold and reflects Metropolitan JOSEPH’s vision to 
cultivate our faith throughout North America.  After a visit to the United States in the early 
1980s, Patriarch ELIAS returned to Lebanon and told the seminarians at the Balamand that 
“In North America they have everything, but they need monasteries.”  Monastics have been 
called out from the world to live a Godly life and represent the true purpose of being on 
this earth: to love God and our neighbors.  Lay persons have always been encouraged to 
visit monasteries regularly, in order to renew their spiritual and prayer lives.  By visiting 
these holy places, we detach ourselves from the hectic pace of daily living and regain a 
more balanced perspective on life.  To paraphrase, “If you want to know if someone loves 
Christ, find out if he loves monasticism.”  Secondly, His Eminence looks towards 
improving our camping situation and establishing centers where the faithful can come 
together throughout the Archdiocese.  Our “crown jewel” is the Antiochian Village in 
Western Pennsylvania, but many of the other camps across North America have very 
meager living conditions.  We celebrate our faith when we all gather as one. 

Throughout the Bible, women have played a major role – the works performed by Ruth, 
Sarah, Rebecca and Rachel in the Old Testament, the words and actions of our Holy 
Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary, the women sitting at Christ’s feet while he taught the 
good news of salvation, and the myrrh-bearing women who were the first to witness the 
Resurrection of Our Lord.  Women throughout the centuries have also been nurturers, 
keeping in mind Christ’s words, “For I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty, 
and you gave Me drink.” (Matthew 25:35)  May we follow these teachings of Our Lord to 
help spread and nurture the seeds of Orthodoxy across North America. 

As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the passing of St. Raphael of Brooklyn, who 
planted the first seeds of our faith on this continent, please join the Antiochian Women in 
“nurturing” these seeds for the future of Orthodoxy in our Archdiocese.  Together we can 
accomplish great things through Christ who makes all things possible. 


