
An Academic Community of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
phone: (916) 686-6230 * web site: http://www.antiochian.org/academy * e-mail: paul@saaot.edu

St. Athanasius Academy of Orthodox Theology
PO BOX 1205 Elk Grove, CA 95624

The Most Rev. Metropolitan PHILIP, Primate                        The V. Rev. Fr. Jon Braun, President
SEE US ON THE W EB: HTTP://W W W .ANTIOCHIAN .ORG/ACADEM Y

November 2011
Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

B
 efore losing my personal freedom to the cold of prison,

I was a Protestant pastor for nearly a quarter century,
a child of dedicated missionary parents. 

I witnessed most Protestant beliefs, coming to prison believing

in Jesus alone. Half way through my time, I was introduced

to orthodoxy and came to understand the Christ. 

It was a conversion one might liken to St. Paul on the road
to Damascus. I was knocked off my high horse, or  in my case,

jolted off the hard steel springs of my bed.

After years of study, I converted to the one true faith. My

wife and I were chrismated Orthodox in  1999.  We love and

appreciate true worship, never looking back. 

Thank the Lord for the Academy’s Prisoner Program.

– David Ecksted

Please allow me to develop my story.  In prison, I was a Protestant chapel clerk for many

years. It was an awkward position, spiritually and mentally. I was Orthodox while still

carrying on in a Protestant prison job.  Even so, I lacked a way of growing in the peace and

understanding of Orthodoxy.  I had my Academy OSB - New Testament, along with flyers and

brochures, but it was not enough.  

I began to pray daily, asking the Lord to help me gain a a fuller grasp of the beauty of his

Church.  Prayers were answered – Father Duane Pederson.  He became my spiritual mentor

and a dearly beloved Father. From him, I received many letters, stamps, and other materials.

Most important, I learned of the Academy and of the many scores of prisoner-students

learning the Orthodox Way.  Father Duane, Father Jack Sparks, and several other dedicated

people set up the Prisoner Education Program – something like a Bible College for prisoners.

Mr. Paul Goetz became the director and grader of this program in 1996 and has worked with

many, many hundreds prisoners since. The work with the Academy has been outstanding. It

motivated me to stay dedicated to seeking the  deep roots of the Orthodox Church, while yet

allowing me the time needed to mature in the faith slowly. 

     I began taking these interactive and stimulating courses in 1996, which continued to whet

my appetite for even more.  I had gone to a Christian Bible college, received a BA from the

Evergreen State College-Washington, and had taken several courses in seminary, yet not one

gave me the bredth, insight and spiritual wisdom of the Academy courses. 

HELPING THOSE IN PRISON TO 

BECOME LIKE APOSTLE PAUL – 

A PRISONER OF CHRIST, JESUS.    

EPH 3:1 

APOSTLES PETER & PAUL

PRISONER EDUCATION–
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
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Each course has 10 lessons with  thought provoking questions, plus a comprehensive  final

exam.  These courses challenge the most academic Bible-scholar, while at the same time, not

intimidating those with little, if any, education.  The goal is living in the Grace and Love of

the Lord. The only barrier to this new reality is ourselves and the quality of teaching.

The men and women who continue with the Academy, completing 12 comprehensive courses,

earn a well deserved Diploma in Orthodox Christian Studies. It is an accomplishment I am

proud to have, as I am about to receive my own.  It is an honor and a treasured privilege to

have studied with the Academy.  

These courses are a blessing from the Lord for any prisoner seeking a true change in life,

for one desiring to live in peace, with purpose and hope. Even those not completing the

program, gain insight into the wondrous awe of being a child of God.  Quite a contrast to

never knowing or sharing in a relational love you can call upon for help. As a result, anger and

violence is being replaced by a daring trust in the Lord and a new love of neighbor. Orthodoxy

is the one true faith.

Knowing you are made in His likeness and image, brings a new dignity to the prisoner. It

makes it possible to seek forgiveness, to be thankful to the Lord, even in times of trouble, even

for prison itself.  For me, through the gift of repentance, I attained a personal relationship

with the Christ, Jesus, I never thought possible.  This is what the Academy has brought to me

and I can never, in my lifetime, properly thank those people who made all this possible.

  Please, if you are able, and God so touches your heart, help this prison ministry go

forward.  It has been my experience that Paul Goetz is a man of God who loves people and

especially prisoners.  He and his wife cannot do this great work without much prayer and

financial support – (See Mat. 9:37).   Please stand with them.  Remember, there are thousands

of hurting prisoners waiting to be blessed by the teachings of the One True Faith.

Sincerely,
David  Ecksted
Former prisoner-student of the Academy

Our thanks David.

Sincerely,

Paul Goetz
For SAAOT
Apostles Peter & Paul
Scholarship Program

Answering  the Call to Bring  the

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
To Prisoners 

Dwelling in Darkness


