
Volume 57 No. 9                                                                                    NOVEMBER 2013



VOLUME 57 NO. 9 NOVEMBER 2013

Letters to the editor are welcome and should include the author’s full name and 
parish. Submissions for “Communities in Action” must be approved by the local 
pastor. Both may be edited for purposes of clarity and space. All  submissions, in 
hard copy, on disk or e-mailed, should be double-spaced for editing purposes.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION:
U.S.A. and Canada, $20.00
Foreign Countries, $26.00
Single Copies, $3.00

The WORD (USPS626-260) is published monthly, except July and August, by the 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America at 358 Mountain 
Road, PO Box 5238; periodicals postage paid at Englewood, New Jersey 07631-
5238 and at additional mailing offices.

Postmaster send address changes to: The WORD, 358 Mountain Road, PO Box 
5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
ISSN 0043-7964         www.antiochian.org.

Canada Post Publications Agreement No. 40691029
Return Canada address to:
AIM, 7289 Torbram Road, Mississauga, ON L4T 1G8, Canada.

COVER:  51st ANTIOCHIAN ARCHDIOCESE 
 CONVENTION

 
4  Department of Statistics and Credentials
7  Department of Theological and Pastoral 

Education
10  Antiochian Village Heritage and Learning 

Center
10 Department of Inter-Orthodox and
 Inter-Faith Relations
15 Western Rite Vicariate
15 Department of Liturgics and Translation
17 Antiochian Heritage Foundation
18 Department of Clergy Insurance and
 Retirement
20 Department of Missions and Evangelism
21 Department of Christian Education
22 Department of Sacred Music
23 Department of Ancient Faith Ministries
24 Department of Internet Ministries
26 Department of Stewardship
28 The WORD Magazine
29  Department of Marriage and Parish Family 

Ministries
29 Department of Chaplain and Pastoral
 Counseling
30 Antiochian Women
32 Department of Lay Ministry
33 Department of Convention and Conference
 Planning
35 Department of Youth and Parish Ministries
40 NAC Teen SOYO
42 Antiochian Village Camp
44 Department of Camping
45 Department of College Ministry
45 NAC Fellowship of St. John the Divine
46 Department of Antiochian Charities
49 The Children’s Relief Fund
50 The Order of St. Ignatius
51 Resolutions
57 Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year ending
 January 31, 2015
62 Oratorical Festival
63 Daily Devotions

51st
AntiochiAn Archdiocese convention 

CONVENING AT THE HILTON AMERICAS HOTEL

HOUSTON, TEXAS

JULY 21-28, 2013

GENERAL ASSEMBLy REPORTS

2   November 2013 The Word   3

 The Most Reverend
 Metropolitan PHILIP, D.H.L., D.D.
 Primate

 The Most Reverend
 Archbishop JOSEPH

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop ANTOUN

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop BASIL

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop THOMAS

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop ALEXANDER

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop JOHN

 The Right Reverend 
 Bishop ANTHONy

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop NICHOLAS 

 Founded in Arabic as
 Al Kalimat in 1905
 by Saint Raphael (Hawaweeny)
 Founded in English as
 The WORD in 1957
 by Metropolitan ANTONy (Bashir)

Editor in Chief The Rt. Rev. Bishop JOHN, D.Min.

Assistant Editor Christopher Humphrey, Ph.D.

Editorial Board The Very Rev. Joseph J. Allen, Th.D.
 Anthony Bashir, Ph.D.
 The Very Rev. Antony Gabriel, Th.M.
 Ronald Nicola
 Najib E. Saliba, Ph.D.
 The Very Rev. Paul Schneirla, M.Div.

Design Director Donna Griffin Albert

 Member
 The Associated Church Press
 Conciliar Press
 Ecumenical News International
 Orthodox Press Service

 Editorial Office:
 The WORD
 2 Lydia’s Path
 Westborough, MA  01581-1841  
 e-mail: WORDMAG@AOL.COM

 Subscription Office:
 358 Mountain Road
 PO Box 5238
 Englewood, NJ 07631-5238



Voting
The detailed breakdown of all of the eligible votes, and 
those present either in person or by valid proxy, is as 
follows:

 Votes  Present and Voting
   (in person or by proxy)
 672 Parishes/Mission 556
 254 Pastors 179
 67 Retired Pastors/
  Other Full-Time Clergy 33
 42 Archdiocese
  Board of Trustees 41
 7 AOCWNA 7
 7 Fellowship of
  St. John the Divine 7
 7 Order of St. Ignatius
  of Antioch 7
 8 Teen SOYO 8
 1064 Total 838

This represents 79% of the eligible votes, according to 
the total of 1,064 votes.

To all who faithfully comply with the Archdiocesan di-
rectives and expedite the work of this department, we 
heartily thank you for your diligence.

Respectfully submitted, V. Rev. Fr. George Kevorkian 
Chairman - Department of Statistics &  Credentials

3. Metropolitan PHILIP introduced and welcomed 
the hierarchs of the Archdiocese and visiting 
hierarchs: 

His Eminence Archbishop JOSEPH (Los Angeles and 
the West and Locum Tenens of Eagle River and the 
Northwest)
His Grace, Bishop ANTOUN (Miami and the Southeast)
His Grace, Bishop BASIL (Wichita and Mid-America)
His Grace, Bishop THOMAS (Charleston, Oakland and 
the Mid-Atlantic)
His Grace, Bishop JOHN (Worcester and New England)
His Grace, Bishop ANTHONY (Toledo and the Midwest)

Thursday, July 25, 2013, 10:35 AM

1.  Most Reverend Metropolitan PHILIP opened 
the General Assembly with the Trisagion Prayers 
and the Troparion of Pentecost.

2.  FR. GEORGE KEVORKIAN, Chairman of the De-
partment of Credentials and Statistics, presented 
the Department’s report and declared a quorum:

DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS AND 
 CREDENTIALS 2013

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention Antiochian  
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese  
of North America, July 25, 2013

RE: Statistics & Credentials, Article V, Section 4, 5 and 6, and Article VI  
Section 2 of the Archdiocese Constitution.

“Let all things be done decently and in order” (1 Cor-
inthians 14:40)

I like to think of this exhortation from St. Paul as the 
goal of this department. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank Metropolitan PHILIP for allowing me to 
serve as Chairman of the Department of Statistics and 
Credentials. I respectfully submit its Report to you. 

We have 79% of the total votes present, either in person 
or by valid proxy, and it is declared that there is a quo-
rum to officially open the General Assembly.

Profile of Parishes and Missions
The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 
North America currently has a total of 264 parishes and 
missions. There are 198 parishes paying assessments, 
37 tithing parishes, and 29 missions. The missions are 
exempt from assessments until they reach parish status; 
some of the missions, however, voluntarily pay assess-
ments. The missions are full participants in the work of 
this convention and General Assembly.

Communicants
A total of 62,323 communicants were reported in the 
compilation. There has been an increase of 3,037 com-
municants since the 2011 Archdiocesan Convention, ac-
cording to the census reports submitted in 2013. This 
represents an increase of 5.0% over the two-year period.

 Statistics Report 2013 2011

 Baptisms 2,730 1,717
 Chrismations  845  665
 Marriages  809  656
 Funerals 1,154 846
 Number of people moving to  3,188 3,174
 Number of people moving from  2,616 2,104

These numbers are based on the census figures received 
from parishes and missions in 2013, reflecting the cen-
sus as of December 31, 2012.

New Parishes and Missions
No new communities have achieved Mission status since 
the last Convention.

Diocesan Breakdown of Communities  
and  Communicants

 No. of % of Communities No. of Baptized % of Total  
 Communities in Archdiocese Souls Baptized Souls

Ottawa 19  7%  8,327 13%
Charleston/
   Oakland 31 12%  6,025 10%
Toledo 47 18% 12,116 19%
Worcester 11  4%  4,937  8%
Miami 34 13%  4,819 8%
Wichita 50 19%  8,350 13%
Los Angeles 34 13%  9,537 16%
New York 15 6%  5,473 9%
Eagle River 23 8% 2,739 4%
Total 264 100% 62,323 100%
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tainable housing through “gateway activities.” He 
announced that FOCUS will open the first Ortho-
dox Christian health center for the indigent this 
fall in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He described a 
farm and cattle ranch in Ohio as part of the work 
of FOCUS. He concluded with a description of 
“Operation Lace Up,” in which Tom’s Shoe Compa-
ny will donate a pair of shoes for every pair it sells, 
in cooperation with 28 school districts around the 
country. 

11. Metropolitan PHILIP welcomed and intro-
duced Mr. Kory Warr, Chairman, Orthodox Chris-
tian Prison Ministry, who in turn introduced the 
Director of Field Work at St. Tikhon’s Orthodox 
Seminary, Fr. John Kowalczyk, who cited Matthew 
25, the theme of this year’s Archdiocese Conven-
tion, as the foundation for the work of OCPM. 
Fr. John noted the work of the late Fr. Dwane 
Peddersen and the support of the ministry’s epis-
copal overseer, His Grace, Bishop  BASIL.

12. Metropolitan PHILIP welcomed and intro-
duced Mr. Michael Homsey, Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, International Orthodox Christian 
Charities (IOCC). Mr. Homsey described his recent 
visit with the newly elected Patriarch of Antioch 
and All the East, His Beatitude YOUHANNA X, and 
he spoke about IOCC’s cooperation with the Patri-
archate’s Department for External Relations and 
Development in addressing the crisis in Syria and 
the Near East. IOCC carries out its work in the 
service of four million displaced Syrians without 
discrimination. He also personally testified to the 
work of IOCC in Oklahoma City following the dev-
astating tornados there.

13. Reports of the Departments and Commissions 
of the Archdiocese:

13/1. V. REV. JOSEPH ALLEN, Chairman, present-
ed the Report of the Department of Theological 
and Pastoral Education.

DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGICAL AND 
PASTORAL EDUCATION

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of  

North America, July 22–28, 2013

The Department of Theological and Pastoral Education 
is responsible for the following three programs:

1. The Antiochian House of Studies (AHOS),

2. St. Athanasius Academy of Orthodox Theology; and

3. The Biennial Clergy Symposium.

The following are the highlights of each program.

1.    The Antiochian House of Studies, which remains 
an educational forum for “Applied Theology,” in-
cludes four faculties in each of the following: the St. 
 Stephen’s Diploma Course of Studies, The House of 
Studies Residency Program, the Guidance and Coun-
seling Program, and the Doctor of Ministry Program. 
As of January 2013, the total number of students 
in all four programs is 202, with 168 St. Stephen’s 
 students, 22 M.A. students and 12 D. Min. students.

St. Stephen’s Course of Studies in
Orthodox Theology
This is the thirty-third year since we began this theologi-
cal education program with a mere thirteen students. 
Although a small program in the beginning (1980), it 
was this program which really set the foundation for our 
“school of theology without walls,” and which is now 
widely known simply by its acronym, AHOS. What has 
always marked its efforts is a pedagogy which matches 
both our current technological capabilities and the aim 

His Grace, Bishop NICHOLAS (Brooklyn and Resident 
Assistant to the Metropolitan)
His Grace, Bishop ALEXANDER (Ottawa, Eastern Can-
ada and Upstate New York)
His Eminence Metropolitan PAUL (Australia, New Zea-
land and the Philippines)
His Eminence, Metropolitan SILOUAN (Argentina)
His Grace, Bishop LOUKA (Syria), by anticipation, as he 
was delayed in transit.

4. Metropolitan PHILIP appointed the Convention 
Officers:

i.  Mr. Fawaz El Khoury, Vice Chairman 
ii.  Rev. Archdeacon Emile Sayegh, Chancellor 
iii.  Mr. Constantin Kari, Chicago, IL, Sergeant-at-Arms 
iv.  Mr. Daniel E. Braun, Goleta, CA, Sergeant-at-Arms
v.  Mr. Salim Abboud, Little Falls, NJ, Sergeant-at-Arms
vi.  Mr. Philip Saliba, New York, NY, Sergeant-at-Arms
vii.  Mr. Khalil Kardous, Raleigh, NC, Sergeant-at-Arms

5. Metropolitan PHILIP introduced the members 
of the Board of Trustees who were present, and 
others seated on the dais:

Mr. Douglas Skaff, Dr. David G. Bojrab, Dr. Sam Kouri 
(Honorary), Mr. Ralph Abercia (Honorary), Mr. George 
G. Darany, Dr. Joseph Samra, Mr. William Morrison, 
Dr. Elias Hebeka, Mr. Richard Zakka, Dr. Raymond J. 
Rishwain, Ms. Sondra Murr Love, Mr. Daniel Abraham, 
Mr. Edward F. Assile, Mrs. Jane Tadros (President, 
NAC Fellowship of St. John the Divine), Mr. Mansour 
O. Rayan, Mrs. Violet K. Robbat (President, NAB An-
tiochian Women), Dr. Anthony S. Bashir, Mrs. Elaine 
Heider, Mary Winstanley O’Connor (Chair, Order of St. 
Ignatius of Antioch), Dr. George Thomas, Mr. Fawaz El 
Khoury (Vice Chairman), Very Rev. Fr. Timothy Fergu-
son (Protosyngellos), Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Zain, (Vicar 
General), Mr. Robert H. Laham (Treasurer), Mr. George 
N. Nassor (Assistant Treasurer), Rev. Archdeacon Emile 
P. Sayegh, (Chancellor), Dr. John D. Dalack (Secretary, 
Archdiocese Board of Trustees), Very Rev. Fr. Michael 
Ellias (Secretary of the Archdiocese), Mr. Daniel E. 
Braun, Mr. Salim Abboud, Mr. Philip N. Saliba, Mr. Khalil 

Kardous, Mr. Constantin Kari, and Very Rev. Fr. George 
Kevorkian (Episcopal Assistant).

6. Metropolitan PHILIP called for a motion to ac-
cept the Minutes of the Fiftieth Archdiocese Con-
vention held in Chicago, Illinois, July 24–31, 2011, 
as printed and distributed in the November 2011 
issue of The WORD magazine.

Moved by Dr. Elias Hebeka and seconded by Mr. George Darany, 
the Assembly approved the Minutes as printed and distributed.

7. Metropolitan PHILIP invited the Most Rever-
end Metropolitan PAUL (Saliba) of Australia, New 
Zealand, and Philippines to address the General 
Assembly. Metropolitan PAUL introduced a video 
presentation describing the progress of the Arch-
diocese and reported that there were now 35 
churches and missions, 45 priests and 5 deacons, 
with additional candidates in preparation in the 
Archdiocese.

8. Metropolitan PHILIP indicated that Metropoli-
tan SILOUAN would postpone his remarks until 
the main banquet on Saturday evening, and he 
noted that Bishop LOUKA of Syria had not yet 
arrived.

9. Metropolitan PHILIP welcomed and introduced 
Ms. Myriam Shwayri, Public Relations Officer of 
the Al-Kafaat (Abilities) Foundation of Lebanon. 
Ms. Shawayri invited the delegates to visit the 
craft table at the Convention to support the work 
of Al-Kafaat. She thanked those parishes and areas 
which have sponsored fundraising events in sup-
port of the Foundation. Ms. Shwayri introduced 
a video which presented the recent additions and 
improvements to the physical plant and programs 
of Al-Kafaat.

10. Metropolitan PHILIP welcomed and intro-
duced Mr. Nicholas Chakos, Executive Director of 
FOCUS North America, who made a PowerPoint 
presentation on the domestic charitable endeav-
ors of FOCUS. His presentation highlighted two 
major endeavors, creating jobs and providing sus-
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from Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox backgrounds. 
We currently have 120 active prisoner-students, with 
65 being very active. Each month, on average we grade 
90 to 120 lessons. Our 15 courses consist of 10 essay 
lessons per course. In our responses, we aim to compli-
ment their efforts, while challenging them to seek more. 
This year we introduced the first of three new cours-
es – a two-part course on the Gospel of John, written 
with the help of former prisoner-students. The fruits of 
this mission are on the vine; the head prison guard at a 
high-security prison once observed, “You have turned 
demons into angels.”

Research and Publications
The St. Athanasius Academy also actively continues its 
research and publication of detailed study notes on Gen-
esis, the Gospel of John, and the Book of Romans. The 
work is based in Scripture, the Fathers and the Seven 
Ecumenical Councils. These notes are published in 
booklet form and are profitable for both individual and 
group nurture. They are designed so that we may grow 
in knowing better Jesus, the Christ, and that we may 
mature in our faith and in His love for us. The works of 
St. John Chrysostom, St. Athanasius, and St. John Da-
mascus in particular are used extensively.

The call of Metropolitan PHILIP still rings true – “Bring 
North America home to His Church – the Orthodox 
Church.” We have never wavered in our mission.

3.  The Clergy Symposium

The Eighteenth Biennial Clergy Symposium was held 
last year, July 16–20, 2012. The theme was “Let No 
One Despise Your Youth” (I Timothy 4:14): Ministry to 
the Youth.” The main speakers were His Grace, Bishop 
ANTHONY, His Eminence, Metropolitan SILOUAN of 
Argentina, and Dr. Anton Vrame, Holy Cross/Hellenic 
College, Brookline, Massachusetts.

The afternoon workshops numbered thirteen and var-
ied according to the needs facing our clergy. Each at-
tendee chose three workshops (one each afternoon) as 
electives for the Symposium. Daily Orthros, Divine Lit-
urgies, Vespers and Small Complines were celebrated, 
followed each night by an Evening Meditation.

Preparation for the Clergy Symposium begins a full year 
in advance, at the Archdiocese Convention (for exam-
ple, at the Wednesday afternoon Departmental Meeting, 
July 24, 2013 here in Houston, Texas). The next Sympo-
sium is scheduled for July 14–18, 2014.

Finally, the Department of Theological and Pastoral 
Education, under the oversight of His Grace, Bishop 
THOMAS, continues to attempt a very close coordi-
nation with the Ordination Review Board, chaired by 
His Grace, Bishop NICHOLAS. We remind all students 

that an M.Div. from an accredited Orthodox Seminary 
is normative for ordination to any major Order in this 
Archdiocese. Others who have earned a M.Div. from a 
non-Orthodox institution must finish all three years of 
the House of Studies’ St. Stephen’s Diploma Program in 
order to apply to the Ordination Review Board.

We want to especially thank the following: Deacon  Peter 
Boulukos, Genevieve Mandalakis and Cheri Mullins, 
Registrars for the St. Stephen’s Diploma Program and 
the Master’s Degree Program; Amy Stiffler, Registrar for 
the House of Studies Residency Program; John Scanlan, 
General Manager of The Heritage and Learning Center; 
Father George Kevorkian, Administrative Assistant; Fa-
ther David Hester Research Director for the M.A. The-
sis Program; The Symposium Planning Committee; our 
Hierarchical Overseer, Bishop THOMAS and, of course, 
Metropolitan PHILIP for his continued interest in the 
Theological and Pastoral Education of the Clergy and 
support for it over these many years.

Fr. Joseph announced the Master of Arts degree recipi-
ents from the Antiochian House of Studies:

Mr. Lewis Steve Butler, Mr. Roshan Carpenter, Mr. 
 Thomas M. Fernandez, Mr. Curtis B. Magnuson, Mr. 
Charles J. Makhoul, Ms. Aphrodite Faye Peponis, Mr. 
Antonios Saad, Mr. Mihai Smuliac, Mr. Jay Stuaffer, Mr. 
Mark Telschow, Ms. Dalia Tinawi, Mr. Mark Tobias, Mr. 
Joseph L. Vacca, and Mr. Timothy Wilkinson.

Fr. Joseph announced the Doctor of Ministry degree re-
cipients from the Antiochian House of Studies:

Mr. George Andrew Dahdouh, Mr. Robert Frasier Fish, 
Mr. Gregory P. Joyce, Fr. James Stephen Katinas, Ms. 
Christine Cheryl Keraxhalli and Ms. Martha W. Elliott.

Moved by Fr. Thomas Gallaway and seconded by Fr. Alexis Kouri, 
the Assembly received the Report.

of our Archdiocese. Since the outset our student body 
has been very diverse, coming from various places and 
with different training. Some have finished masters and 
doctoral degrees, for example, in education, medicine, 
psychology, and law. Others were ordained in the Ro-
man Catholic and Protestant communions, and have 
studied theology in non-Orthodox schools. Still others 
have been Orthodox Christian their entire lives but, 
because of their life-circumstances and career develop-
ment, have been unable to attend an Orthodox seminary.

Whatever the case, each student was sufficiently dedi-
cated to undertake what is meant to be a very rigorous 
program, now involving 13,000 pages of study over the 
three years, three Ministerial Field Projects (one each 
year) and three Residency Units at the Heritage and 
Learning Center in Ligonier, Pennsylvania. Those en-
gaged have been dedicated to “stay the course,” to work 
hard and to serve Christ’s Body according to the over-
sight of the hierarchy. This year Metropolitan PHILIP 
will present fourteen individuals with the degree of Mas-
ter of Arts in Applied Orthodox Theology and six with 
the degree of Doctor of Ministry. These two accredited 
degrees are presented every July, one year at the Clergy 
Symposium, one year at the Archdiocese Convention.

Specializations
The newest “specialization,” Guidance and Counseling 
(for Orthodox clergy only), has graduated its first class. 
This track is in addition to Youth Ministry, Iconology, 
Musicology and the Seminarian tracks. Each leads to 
the Master’s Degree if the qualifications are met (for 
example: holding a Bachelor’s Degree, completing the 
St. Stephen’s course, completing the Master’s thesis 
in the particular field). The following mentors direct 
those in these tracks and deserve our thanks: His Grace 
Bishop JOHN (Seminarians), Deacon Seraphim Mosle-
ner (Guidance and Counseling), Father Joseph Purpura 

(Youth Ministry), Father Elias Bitar, Professor Stratos 
Mandalakis and Deacon David Jacobs (Musicology), and 
Professor Nicolae Gavriliu (Iconology).

Requirements
It should be remembered that no student will receive 
the St. Stephen’s Diploma unless he or she completes 
the entire three-year course, three Residency Units and 
three Ministerial Projects. It should also be remembered 
that no student will be accepted into the Masters Degree 
Program unless he or she completes the entire diploma 
program (with no failures) and has earned an accredited 
B.A. or B.S. degree. Those applying to the Doctor of 
Ministry Degree Program must have served a three-year 
ministry and hold an M.A. or M.Div. Degree.

Master’s and Doctor of Ministry Programs
The Master’s Degree Program functions as a graduate 
program of the St. John of Damascus Institute of Theol-
ogy at the Balamand University. The Doctoral Program 
is the Eastern Christian Program of Pittsburgh Theolog-
ical Seminary, with whom we are in academic partner-
ship. All classes are held at The Heritage and Learning 
Center at Ligonier, Pennsylvania, or Pittsburgh Theo-
logical Seminary.

Through the efforts of Metropolitan PHILIP, the late 
 Patriarch IGNATIUS of Thrice-Blessed Memory, and our 
new Patriarch JOHN, the University of Balamand and 
the House of Studies have entered into an understand-
ing to establish and develop a Ph.D. program in which 
students would study at both the University and the 
AHOS. We hope to see this program begin next year. Fa-
ther Michel Najim, a long-time member of the AHOS fac-
ulty, was recently appointed by the University to work in 
the leadership of this program.

2.    St. Athanasius Academy of Orthodox Theology. 
Father Jon Braun (President) and Mr. Paul Goetz 
(Administrator) report the following:

The Orthodox Study Bible
The Academy continues to express our sincere grati-
tude to the Antiochian Archdiocese for its assistance 
and support in the success of The Orthodox Study Bible 
–  Septuagint Old and New Testament. We give special 
thanks to His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP, the  Order 
of St. Ignatius of Antioch, members of the Board of 
Trustees, the faithful members of the Archdiocese, and 
the many Orthodox Christians from across this conti-
nent for their support.

Prisoner Education Project
The Prisoner Education Project of the Academy contin-
ues its 18-year history under the care of Paul Goetz. New 
applications keep coming with the help of the Orthodox 
Christian Prison Ministry, and by way of prisoner-stu-
dents who speak with fellow prisoners. Our students are 

The Word   98   November 2013

Oratorical Contestants



meetings. He is currently one of three Orthodox members, 
one Eastern and two Oriental, on this committee.

The 2012 and 2013 Annual Meetings of CCT were held 
in Memphis, Tennessee, and Austin, Texas, respectively, 
with Steering Committee meetings held in between in 
Chicago and Washington, D.C. The meeting in Memphis 
focused on the topic of domestic racism/civil rights –
past, present and future, with visits to the Slave Haven 
Museum, Mason Temple (site of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Junior’s “Mountain Top” sermon) and the National Civil 
Rights Museum/Lorraine Motel (site of King’s assas-
sination). The meeting in Austin involved discussions 
regarding immigration and resulted in a “Statement on 
Immigration Reform.”

CCT held a symposium on racism in Birmingham, Ala-
bama, on April 15, 2013, which coincided with the fif-
tieth anniversary of Martin Luther King’s “Letter from 
Birmingham Jail.” As part of this symposium the gath-
ered church leaders signed a document entitled “A Re-
sponse to Dr. MLK Jr.’s Letter from Birmingham Jail.” 
This response is a bold and prophetic work addressing 
the sin of racism and can be read at http://christian-
churchestogether.org.

In response to a request by our Archdiocese, CCT issued 
a letter to the White House dated June 3, 2013, urging 
their involvement in procuring the release of the two 
kidnapped Metropolitans from Aleppo, thereby adding 
their plea to those of many other national and interna-
tional individuals and bodies.

Plans for the 2014 annual meeting to be held in Newark, 
New Jersey, are underway. The topic chosen to be ad-
dressed is mass incarceration. A special thanks is due 
the V. Rev. Fr. David Barr, who represented our Archdio-
cese at the meeting in Austin, and to His Grace, Bishop 
NICHOLAS, who represented us and who was a co-sign-
er of the historic document in Birmingham.

North American Orthodox-Catholic Theological 
Consultation – Dr. Robert M. Haddad

This semiannual Consultation met four times 
between October 2011 and June 2013. Each meeting 
usually runs for an afternoon, a full day and a morning, 
and is usually divided into seven sessions: one business; 
two informational; and four theological. The business 
session draws up plans for the next meeting (time, place 
and theological subjects to be examined). The informa-
tional session has various members of the Consultation 
report briefly on recent developments in each Church. 
The theological sessions normally involve presentation 
of pre-assigned papers for discussion. Because the theo-
logical sessions comprise the heart of each meeting, 
this report focuses on them. The papers presented at 
the four meetings to which this report is devoted dealt 

mainly with the role of the laity in Church governance 
and the issues raised by a celibate clergy among Eastern 
Catholics.

Eighty-First Meeting, Oct. 27–29, 2011, held at St. 
Paul’s College, Washington, D.C., chaired by The 
Most Rev. Gregory Aymond, Roman Catholic Arch-
bishop of New Orleans.

The Orthodox co-chair, His Eminence Metropolitan 
MAXIMOS, Greek Orthodox Bishop of Pittsburgh, was 
absent and has announced his retirement. His replace-
ment will soon be appointed.

The first theological session, held on Oct. 28, had Fr. 
Brian Daley read Sister Susan Wood’s paper, “A Theol-
ogy of the Parish,” in her absence. Fr. Patrick Viscuso 
followed with his paper, “Canonical Reflections on the 
Orthodox Parish.” The second theological session on the 
same day was taken up by a paper by Fr. Nicholas Apos-
tola on “The Role of the Laity in the Church” and anoth-
er by Chorbishop John Faris on “Synodal Governance in 
the Eastern Catholic Churches.” The third theological 
session, also held on Oct. 28, was devoted to a discus-
sion of the contributions Metropolitan MAXIMOS has 
made to the Consultation over the years. A festschrift 
dedicated to Metropolitan MAXIMOS is planned that 
would include contributions from members and former 
members of the Consultation. During the fourth and fi-
nal fourth theological session, held on Oct. 29, Fr. Brian 
Daley presented for discussion an article by Henrique 
Noronha Galvao, “The Mystery of the Church in the 
 Theology of Joseph Ratzinger.”

Eighty-Second Meeting, June 5–7, 2012, held 
at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theol-
ogy, Brookline, Massachusetts, chaired by His 
 Eminence Metropolitan METHODIOS of Boston, 
the newly appointed Orthodox co-chair.

Archbishop AYMOND, the Catholic co-chair, was  absent.

The first theological session, convened on June 5, 
opened with Fr. Patrick Viscuso’s paper, “Canonical 
Reflections on the Rights of the Laity in the Orthodox 
Church.” His presentation was followed by another Or-
thodox contribution, “Further Reflections on the Laity 
from Ancient Syriac Sources,” by Dr. Susan Harvey. The 
second theological session, held on June 6, saw Sister 
Susan Wood present her paper, “The Lay-Clergy Dis-
tinction in Recent Roman Catholic Theology.” She was 
followed by Chorbishop John Faris’ presentation, “The 
Role of the Laity in the Code of Canons of the Eastern 
[Catholic] Churches.” Fr. John Erikson of the Orthodox 
Church in America then delivered comments on that pa-
per. The usual third and fourth theological sessions were 
eliminated in favor of an extensive information session 
devoted to various subjects of immediate  interest.

13/2.  MR. JOHN SCANLAN, Executive Director, 
presented the Report of the Antiochian Village 
Heritage and Learning Center.

ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE HERITAGE AND 
LEARNING CENTER, CONFERENCE  

CENTER, ANTIOCHIAN HERITAGE  MUSEUM 
AND HOUSE OF STUDIES LIBRARY

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

April 11, 2013

As my first complete year as Executive Director of the 
Conference Center ends, I would like to thank everyone 
concerned for this exciting opportunity to continue to 
work in the hospitality area and be involved with your 
property.

In terms of profit and loss (P&L) performance, the re-
sults for fiscal 2013 are very favorable. Revenues of 
$1,336,336 (as opposed to $1,196,576 for 2012) show 
an increase over fiscal 2012 of $169,795 or 16% [sic]. 
This produced an improvement in P&L performance of 
$127,948.00. The 2013 net loss of $12,769 compares 
with a 2012 net loss of $140,717, while expenses only 
increased by $41,840, or 3.1%. Continuing this trend is 
the challenge for management and staff at the Confer-
ence Center.

To maintain or increase our revenue performance, we 
are reviewing our rate structure to ensure that our op-
erating costs will be covered. We are currently complet-
ing the renovations and naming of our banquet area 
(The Cedars) to add marketing value for the wedding 
and banquet business. It has already improved the cur-
rent guest experience. The positive comments from our 
guests and the bookings from our wedding-show clients 
(we have booked three functions thus far) indicate that 
this was the correct decision.

The third-floor improvements are on schedule. I am 
confident that TVs in 20 rooms, hallway upgrades, and 
themed wall pictures will greatly help our room sale 
campaign for overnight guests. We have also developed 
an overnight golf package with Champion Lakes Golf 
Club. This is our first attempt to partner with a complete 
golf package program.

We are exploring ideas for the shoulder seasons and 
winter months. The property is perfect for certain win-
ter activities. Winter Fun Centers, ice skating, a small-
tubing venue, and a children’s play igloo are possibili-
ties. These winter venues are designed for families in the 
area to have outside entertainment during the winter.

During the second and third quarters, our newly 
appointed Director of Operations, Amy Stiffler, along 
with Chef Tim Johnston and Director of Sales Baril 

Ross, will implement a training program to upgrade the 
service levels at the Cedars. This will help increase the 
banquet business.

The library continues to identify and catalog the cur-
rent inventory of hundreds of books. The hiring of Sam 
Noble to identify the Arabic/French books has been 
extremely successful to date. Mr. Noble has added 600 
books to the library inventory.

The museum exhibition, “The Titanic Connections” is 
still stirring interest. Julia is currently developing the 
Heritage Hallway and finishing arrangements for this 
summer’s new exhibition, titled, “Little Syria.”

In conclusion, the 2013–2014 year at the Village will be 
an exciting time and full of challenges. The operational 
and administrative changes will enable us to expand our 
revenue stream to address our cash-flow concerns.

Respectfully submitted, John J. Scanlan, Executive Director,  
Antiochian Village Heritage and Learning Center

Moved by Mrs. Julie Abboud and seconded by Mrs. Elsie Nassor, 
the Assembly received the Report.

13/3. MR. ROBERT H. LAHAM, Chairman  presented 
the Report of the Antiochian Village Council.

Mr. Laham affirmed the work of the new Executive Di-
rector, and noted his professionalism and progress to 
date. He emphasized the renovations taking place at the 
Heritage and Learning Center.

Moved by Dr. Elias Hebeka and seconded by  Douglas Skaff, the 
Assembly received the Report.

13/4.  V. REV. OLOF SCOTT, Chairman, presented 
the Report of the Department of Inter-Orthodox 
and Inter-Faith Relations.

DEPARTMENT OF INTER-ORTHODOX 
AND INTER-FAITH RELATIONS

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 21-28, 2013

Christian Churches Together in the USA
Our Archdiocese continues to participation as a mem-
ber of Christian Churches Together in the U.S.A. (CCT). 
This is a coalition of five church families, Historic Prot-
estant, Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Evangelical/Pente-
costal, and Historic Black, along with Christian service 
organizations. The Orthodox representation in this or-
ganization continues to be the same six Orthodox ju-
risdictions, three Eastern (Antiochian, Greek, Orthodox 
Church in America) and three Oriental (Armenian, Cop-
tic, Syrian). All proclamations and statements issued by 
CCT are the result of consensus by the member bodies.

Fr. Olof Scott serves on the Steering Committee, which is 
charged with the planning and work of CCT between annual 
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Christian Presence and Witness in the Middle East
Of particular concern to the Church of Antioch – and 
by extension its North American Archdiocese – is the 
Christian presence and witness in the Middle East. Most 
parishes in the Archdiocese include families with roots 
in Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Palestine. The continu-
ing illegal occupation of the Palestinian territories and 
illegal Israeli settlements outside of its 1967 borders, 
the war in Iraq, and the current turmoil in Syria all have 
resulted in recent extreme stresses on the Christians in 
the region. The World Council of Churches, working 
with the churches in the region, including the Patriarch-
ate of Antioch, has been responsive to the calls from 
Christians and Christian church leaders for support 
and solidarity.

The Palestine-Israel Ecumenical Forum (PIEF) initia-
tive launched in Amman, Jordan, in June 2007 contin-
ues to be a priority of the Council. This program, which 
has attracted wide interest and support from member 
churches including those in North America, facilitates 
networking to produce measurable increased profile 
and effectiveness among those churches, church-related 
institutions, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
and Israeli peace groups engaged in efforts for peace 
and justice in the Holy Land. Among the important re-
sults of PIEF networking was the Kairos-Palestine initia-
tive, drafted and agreed to by all of the churches in the 
Holy Land, calling for specific actions and solidarity in 
prayer and advocacy. See http://www.oikoumene.org/en/
resources/documents/other-ecumenical-bodies/kairos-
palestine-document.

An additional long-running program of the WCC is its 
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme for Pales-
tine and Israel (EAPPI), which program places volun-
teers from WCC member churches in various locations 
throughout the West Bank. The program offers an un-
paralleled opportunity to witness first-hand the impact 
of Israeli policies on the Palestinian people and to en-
gage in meaningful solidarity with Christian Palestin-
ians. (See www.eappi.org.)

In May 2013 the WCC and the Middle East Council of 
Churches (MECC) co-hosted in Lebanon a gathering of 
150 church leaders and representatives of almost all 
ofthe churches in the Middle East and from thirty-four 
countries. The conference participants met “in order to 
be the witnesses of our common Christian faith.” “We 
believe that the Gospel calls us always to love God and 
love our neighbors and all people, as did Jesus Christ, 
the revelation of divine love. In Him, the whole of hu-
manity is reconciled and united in the bond of God’s plan 
of salvation.” The statement that resulted from the meet-
ing elaborated twelve agreed-upon principles,called for 
specific actions of solidarity and advocacy, and offered 
guidance for ecumenical actions in support of the local 

Middle East churches over the next years. (See http://
www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-pro-
grammes/public-witness-addressing-power-affirming-
peace/middle-east-peace/statement-on-christian-pres-
ence-and-witness-in-the-middle-east.) 

The Permanent Committee on Consensus and 
 Collaboration / Orthodox Relations
The WCC has a broad array of programs and initiatives 
in addition to the programs related to the Middle East. 
Following the 2006 Porto Alegre Assembly, the WCC 
established the Permanent Committee on Consensus 
and Collaboration2 to continue the “authority, mandate, 
concerns and dynamic of the Special Commission on 
Orthodox Participation in the WCC,”3 and give “advice 
and [make] recommendations to governing bodies of 

the WCC during and between assemblies in order to 
contribute to the formation of consensus on matters 
proposed for the agenda of the WCC.” Additionally, the 
Permanent Committee is charged with facilitating im-
proved participation of the Orthodox in the entire life 
and work of the Council, offering counsel and providing 
opportunity for action on matters of common interest, 
and giving attention to matters of ecclesiology. By ad-
dressing, in a small, dedicated group, issues that might 
prove, or have proven, neuralgic in the larger governing 
bodies, approaches have been found to frame the issues 
and programs in ways that enhance the possibilities for 
meaningful participation.

Governance
The 2009 Central Committee initiated extensive review 
of the governance structure of the WCC, including study 
of all aspects of WCC organization and government. It 
was found necessary to clarify the roles, responsibilities 
and authority at the various levels of leadership, to artic-
ulate better the distinction between management (staff) 

Eighty-Third Meeting, Oct. 25–27, 2012, held at 
St. Paul’s College, Washington, D.C., co-chaired by 
Metropolitan Methodios and Archbishop  Aymond.

The first theological session, convened on Oct. 26, con-
sisted of Fr. Theodore Pulcini’s paper, “Lay Charism and 
Ecclesial Renewal: The Orthodox Youth Movement’s 
Revitalization of the Antiochian Patriarchate.” This was 
followed by John Allen Jr.’s “Expanding Lay Roles,” pre-
sented by Fr. Brian Daley. The second theological ses-
sion, held on the same day, opened with “Presbyteral 
Celibacy: Church Discipline or Divine Marriage,” by Fr. 
David Petras. Fr. Patrick Viscuso followed with an Or-
thodox presentation, “Canonical Reflections on Clergy 
and Marriage.” Dr. Vito Nicastro, a Catholic member, 
then discussed two books on this question by Basilio 

Petrà. The third theological session, also convened on 
Oct. 26, was devoted to a draft statement on the mean-
ing of Sunday by Metropolitan METHODIOS and Dr. 
Vito Nicastro. The fourth theological session, held on 
Oct. 27, was devoted to further discussion of the Con-
sultation’s work.

Eighty-Fourth Meeting, June 4–6, 2013, St. Vladi-
mir’s Seminary, Crestwood, New York, Fr. Brian 
Daley and Fr. Thomas Fitzgerald substituted for 
the absent co-chairs.

The first theological session, convened on June 4, con-
sisted of Dr. Despina Prassas’s paper, “Lay Reception 
of [Orthodox] Church Teaching,” and a paper authored 
by Fr. Robert Stephanopoulos, “Lay Movements in the 
Church of Greece,” read in his absence by Fr. Patrick 
Viscuso. The second theological session, held on June 5, 
began with Msgr. Paul McPartlan’s “Priesthood, Priestli-
ness and Priests,” and was followed by “The Priesthood 
of the Laity” by Bishop ALEXANDER (Galitsin). The 
third theological session, held later on the same day, fea-
tured Fr. Peter Galadza’s “Official Catholic Pronounce-
ments Regarding Presbyteral Celibacy: Their Fate and 

the Implications for Catholic-Orthodox Relations” and 
Fr. David Petras’s “Cum data fuerit (1929) and His-
torical Objectivity,” an analysis of the separation of the 
Carpatho-Russian Ruthnian Church from Rome and its 
integration into the Orthodox Church. The fourth theo-
logical session consisted on Fr. James Dutko’s “Mandi-
tory Celibacy among Eastern Catholics: A Church-Di-
viding Issue.”

World Council of Churches – Anne Glynn Mackoul
The World Council of Churches (WCC), founded in 1948, 
arose out of initiatives for inter-Christian contact and 
cooperation that began in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries, including an influential 1920 encycli-
cal of the Ecumenical Patriarchate that first called publi-
cally on all “churches of Christ” to form a fellowship. The 
WCC continues to be a point of reference for Orthodox 
theologians, leaders and representatives of the various 
patriarchates of the Orthodox Church to engage with 
one another and with representatives of the 350-mem-
ber Christian churches from around the globe. Since the 
WCC’s Eighth Assembly (Harare, December 1998), the 
presence of the Orthodox Churches within the WCC has 
remained constant.1 Representatives of the Patriarchate 
of Antioch take leading roles on the staff, governing bod-
ies, commissions and conferences of the WCC.

Commitment on the part of the Church of Antioch to 
the World Council of Churches was quite strong during 
the primacy of our late patriarch, His Beatitude IGNA-
TIUS IV of thrice-blessed memory, who had been en-
gaged in ecumenical work throughout his ministry and 
who also served as a president of the WCC for a term. 
The  Enthronement Speech and First Encyclical of His 
Beatitude JOHN X indicate that His Beatitude plans to 
continue strong ecumenical engagement and leadership 
in ecumenical and inter-religious affairs. The delegation 
of the Church of Antioch to the planned Tenth Assembly 
in Busan (November 2013) numbers twelve persons, 
will be headed by His Eminence Metropolitan DAM-
ASKINOS of São Paolo, and will include bishops, priests 
and lay persons from Syria, Lebanon and Europe, as 
well as two from the North American Archdiocese: NAC 
Teen SOYO President Ms. Laney Wagoner and Mrs. 
Anne Glynn Mackoul.

The current General Secretary of the WCC, the Rev. Dr. 
Olav Fykse Tveit, a Norwegian Lutheran theologian, was 
elected in August 2009, following the Rev. Samuel Ko-
bia, Methodist from Kenya, who had served one term. 
The Rev. Dr. Tveit has demonstrated great respect for 
the Orthodox churches, particularly in his handling of 
many sensitive issues. He also has a deep understanding 
and appreciation for the Christians in the Middle East, 
having served as a moderator of the Palestine-Israel 
Ecumenical Forum.
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13/5.  V. REV. EDWARD HUGHES, Chairman, pre-
sented the Report of the Western Rite Vicariate.

THE WESTERN RITE VICARIATE
Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
July 21-28, 2013

In 1958, the Antiochian Archdiocese received several 
Western Rite parishes as provisional missions, which 
had earlier had been under the care of the Russian Holy 
Synod, but had lost that connection due to the upheav-
als of the Russian Church situation in the 1930’s. At 
that time, a special Western Rite Commission was also 
appointed and charged with overseeing these parishes. 
It included Fr. Alexander Schmemann, Fr. John Meyen-
dorf, Fr. Stephen Upson, and Fr. Paul Schneirla. This 
year marks the 55th anniversary of this blessed event. 
These several parishes have grown today to include 24 
parishes and missions of the Antiochian Archdiocese; 
cared for by 31 priests and 11 deacons.

In 1962, Metropolitan Anthony Bashir wrote that “the 
purpose of the Western Rite is to provide a home in the 
Orthodox Church for western people of non-Byzantine 
cultural and religious background, and to witness to the 
catholicity of the Orthodox Church to her Byzantine Rite 
people, priests and theologians.” We try to keep both of 
these purposes central to our mission within this Arch-
diocese. While providing a missionary outreach to West-
ern Christians and others throughout North America, we 
also preserve an important part of the Orthodox Catho-
lic Tradition as a precious treasure of the Church; not to 
be forgotten or overlooked by our Byzantine brethren. 

We offer the fullness of the Orthodox Faith and 
Spirituality to those searching for the Truth, and we 
offer the depths and treasures of the Western Tradi-
tions to our Byzantine brothers and sisters to help them 
appreciate all the profound beauty and richness of the 
whole of Orthodoxy.

It was our special joy that Metropolitan PHILIP ap-
pointed Bishop JOHN as the Auxiliary Bishop for each 
of our parishes throughout the Archdiocese. He has 
shown great love for all of us, and has been travelling 
extensively to visit many of our parishes. His attendance 
at our biennial Western Rite Convention last year was 
a great blessing, and his continuing pastoral care and 
attention to every aspect and situation of our ministry 
gives us great confidence and hope.

Metropolitan PHILIP also blessed us to investigate 
mission possibilities all over North America. This was 
specifically in reference to planting and organizing mis-
sions from scratch, rather than waiting for communities 

to seek admission to the Archdiocese. We are exceeding-
ly blessed that the Mission Department is so very sup-
portive of the Western Rite, and helps us in this aspect 
of our ministry to the Archdiocese.

Since the last Archdiocese convention, Metropolitan 
PHILIP has blessed the ordination of five deacons and 
three priests to serve the missions and parishes of the 
Vicariate. Patrick Dare, Joseph Gleason, James Tochi-
hara, Peter Winson, and John Woolley were ordained to 
the Diaconate, and Raphael Garcia, Benjamin Kjendal, 
and Robert Webber were ordained to the Priesthood.

We must thank our Metropolitan PHILIP for his leader-
ship and guidance, as well as Archbishop JOSEPH, Bish-
op ANTOUN, Bishop BASIL, Bishop THOMAS, Bishop 
ALEXANDER, Bishop ANTHONY, and Bishop NICHO-
LAS for their on-going interest, help, and support for 
the very special ministry of the Vicariate. Without their 
kind intentions and active support it would be impos-
sible for us to do this work.

Thanks are also due to Fr. John Fenton, Fr. Bernard Kin-
nick, and Mr. Dale Crakes, for their considerable help in 
organizing, researching, and communicating all that is 
necessary to keep things going smoothly.

I would like to commend to your love and prayers all of 
our communities throughout North America. With few 
exceptions these are very small. Their pastors almost 
all must hold secular employment in order to care for 
their families. The parishioners often travel many, many 
miles in order to attend services. Their level of sacrifice 
and giving in order to keep these communities open is 
very great.

Please keep this special ministry of our Archdiocese in 
your daily prayers.

Respectfully submitted, V. Rev. Edward Hughes Vicar General.
Moved by Fr. Steven Solaris and seconded by 

Fr. Philip begley, the Assembly received the Report.

13/6.  V. REV. EDWARD HUGHES, Chairman, pre-
sented the Report of the Department of Liturgics

DEPARTMENT OF LITURGICS  
AND TRANSLATIONS

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 21-28, 2013

The goal of this Department has been to provide the 
Liturgical texts and resources needed and desired by 
the parishes of our Archdiocese for the enrichment and 
support of their Liturgical life according to the vision of 
Metropolitan PHILIP.

and governance (elected representatives of churches), 
and to consider adjustments that might address the new 
financial realities felt by all churches and ecumenical 
institutions, particularly, in the aftermath of the global 
economic crisis, increasing transparency and account-
ability. While the Central Committee approved the pro-
posed changes during its final meeting before the Busan 
Assembly last August and September, the Assembly in 
Busan must confirm some details of the revision.4

Public Statements
At each meeting of a governing body, the public issues 
committee offers for consideration public statements on 
a number of issues, as well as minutes to the churches 
recommending action or study. Disparate political po-
sitions from the Middle East, particularly Syria, were 
accommodated in the very careful drafting of a WCC 
statement issued from the August/September 2012 
meeting of the Central Committee, involving thoughtful 
consultations among experts from within the WCC staff, 
church representatives and resource persons. Following 
this same deliberate, thoughtful drafting process, many 
statements and minutes have been issued by the WCC 
over the last two years. (See www.oikoumene.org.)

Conclusion
Delegates from North American churches encounter a 
different ecumenical milieu at the WCC than exists in 
North America, especially in the United States. Few Or-
thodox from North America are delegates to the WCC. 
No North American Antiochians participate in the Na-
tional Council of Churches of Christ USA.5 When the 
WCC convenes regional meetings, it is never clear 
whether it would be better for a North American repre-
senting the Church of Antioch to attend the North Amer-
ican meeting, or the Middle East meeting, although the 
opportunity to serve as a bridge of understanding exists 
in both contexts.

These disparate levels of ecumenical engagement and 
identity co-exist with some dissonance. Some Protestant 
churches in North America evince great interest in the 
churches of the Middle East and invite as speakers rep-
resentatives from the Church of Antioch from Syria and 
Lebanon, while other communities here in the U.S. be-
tray little awareness of the east or the indigenous Chris-
tians living there. No doubt many reasons exists for mis-
understanding, exacerbated by great distance, but the 
presence of so many faithful Orthodox Christians within 
the North American Archdiocese provides an opportu-
nity to build additional bridges of understanding and co-
operation between east and west, emphasizing the best 
of both worlds and overcoming the worst.

Orthodox participation in the ecumenical movement 
means different things to different churches, but for the 
Church of Antioch the WCC often has provided a forum 
for our serving the Church as model of dialogue and en-
gagement with the “other,” as a bridge between cultures, 
communities and peoples. This is a primary purpose, as 
the WCC member churches work towards “visible uni-
ty.” In addition, ancillary opportunities are found for the 
Orthodox engaged in the ecumenical movement, such 
as the useful “back channel” provided by ecumenical 
encounters among its representatives from the various 
Orthodox churches.

1  All Orthodox churches are members of the World Council 
of Churches, except the Orthodox Church of Georgia and 
the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria.

2  Rule IX.
3  Meeting in advance of the Eighth Assembly of the WCC, 

representatives of Orthodox churches voiced serious 
concerns that signaled a potential loss of commitment 
to the ecumenical movement. In response, the Eighth 
Assembly mandated the establishment of a special com-
mission to address the concerns, called the Special Com-
mission on Orthodox Participation in the WCC. Following 
three years of consultations in sub-groups and together, 
the Special Commission issued its report to the Central 
Committee in 2002. Once this report was accepted, spe-
cific concrete actions were taken by the Central Commit-
tee in 2005 and at the Ninth Assembly in Porto Alegre, 
Brazil, in 2006. 

4  WCC Constitution, Article VII; WCC Rule XX.
5  The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North 

America withdrew from the NCC in 2005.

Moved by Fr. Anthony Sabbagh and seconded by  
Fr. Peter Shportun, the Assembly received the Report.

MP noted that the past president of SOYO, Ms. Laney 
Waggoner, will represent the Archdiocese at the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches. She will 
especially represent our youth in the WCC.
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We also thank our Metropolitan PHILIP for his leader-
ship and guidance, as well as Bishop ANTOUN, Bishop 
JOSEPH, Bishop BASIL, Bishop DEMETRI, Bishop 
THOMAS, and Bishop ALEXANDER (our own Episco-
pal overseer) for their ongoing interest in the work of 
this Department and their support for it. Without their 
active participation and cooperation, we would have 
no ministry.

Respectfully submitted, V. Rev. Edward Hughes 
Moved by Fr. Elia Shalhoub and seconded by Fr. Gregory Murphy, 

the Assembly received the Report.

13/7.  V. REV. ANTONY GABRIEL, Chairman, pre-
sented the Report of the Antiochian Heritage 
Foundation.

ANTIOCHIAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 21-28, 2013

 “The Antiochian Heritage Foundation strives to accom-
plish the dreams of Metropolitan PHILIP and his vision 
of the growing needs of our North American Archdio-
cese. More than ever, we need to build and protect our 
future, to ensure our children’s ability to express their 
faith and live a spiritual life.”

The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 
North America includes over 200 churches and missions 
throughout the United States and Canada.

Much of the work of our Archdiocese is accomplished 
by dedicated ministry staff and volunteers laboring in 
a wide range of departments and organizations, seeing 
to the needs of our communities. From sacred music 
to Christian education, from care for aging priests to 
missionary work and beyond, our Archdiocese benefits 
from the work of those who choose to serve.

The Antiochian Heritage Foundation has the mission of 
finding aid for every department and organization, in 
every aspect and section, in order to meet all the needs 
that will ensure the future of this Archdiocese.

“And we may know the depth of the valley only when 
we look at it from the peak of the mountain.”

Metropolitan PHILIP Saliba

“The mission of Antiochian Heritage Foundation is to 
preserve the Antiochian heritage, which is to be passed 
on to future generations, by supporting our Hierarchs, 
Clergy, Churches and our programs, by encouraging the 
spiritual and financial commitment by the faithful.”

The Antiochian Heritage Foundation has fully expanded 
its mission of raising the funds critically needed for the 
future of our Archdiocese. With the support of benefac-
tors, we are also looking into ways of honoring Clergy 

and Board members who have passed away in the Lord.

It has become apparent that we have a very important 
generation of people in our church who feel lost and dis-
connected after SOYO, high school, college and beyond. 
The Antiochian Heritage Foundation is the next step for 
our young adults to integrate and contribute their pas-
sion and love for the Antiochian Orthodox faith. It will 
be the mission of this powerful and talented generation 
of young and energetic people to ensure we connect our 
past to our present and guide us into our future.

We have produced a video to reach out to all Antio-
chians, reminding them of the power of community to 
overcome obstacles, such as being a minority in a new 
land, and to resist assimilation to the culture of the new 
world, thus losing our heritage. Our Antiochian Ortho-
dox community does exactly that. The power of com-
munity is how our Antiochian heritage has survived for 
all these generations in North America. Today, however, 
our community is faced with new challenges. These 
challenges could break the foundation laid by our fore-
fathers, thus compromising all that has been built upon 
it for over a hundred years. Do we, as a community, have 
the courage and the fortitude to do what they did, so 
someday our heritage looks back and says, “That was 
the generation that saved us and moved us forward”?

The Homage Committee has been hard at work 
 compiling a list of all our deceased clergy. This list 
has also been sent to the Archdiocese and has helped 
 update its database. An architect has been approached 
and the project to create a “Wall of Honor” is currently 
in  development.

We have also created a yearly award entitled “The 
Person of the Year.” Last year the honoree was the re-
nowned journalist Helen Thomas. On the same occa-
sion, the Antonian Gold Medal was bestowed on her by 

In addition, the Department seeks to educate and en-
courage the clergy toward an increased appreciation of 
our Liturgical heritage, toward the recovery of a fuller 
Liturgical life, and the best and most appropriate prac-
tice of Liturgics according to our unique Antiochian-
American Liturgical customs, especially those handed 
down to us by our own St. Raphael of Brooklyn.

The Department works closely with the Department of 
Music, inasmuch as that Department is concerned with 
the sung musical texts of our Liturgical services, and 
the participation of choirs and chanters in the celebra-
tion of these services. During the past two years, the 
Dept. of Music has been very busy typesetting the Byz-
antine Music Project, and, at the same time, trying to 
develop a single, official text for every musical piece. 
Our department has been very happy to cooperate in 
this important task. The Department also works with the 
Western Rite Vicariate through the St. George Institute 
to provide Liturgical support, texts, and music for our 
Western Rite parishes as well.

We are very grateful to the Very Rev. Elia Shalhoub for 
his work on the Liturgical Guide since 1998. Fr. Elia 
very carefully checks both the Typikon rubrics and the 
Lectionary to provide a high-quality Guide each year. 
It is important to note that we try very hard to main-
tain the unique American-Antiochian tradition as it was 
handed to us by St. Raphael (Hawaweeny), as found 
in his At-ta’ziya al-haqiqiya as-salawat al-ilahiya 
or Service Book of the Holy Orthodox-Catholic Ap-
ostolic Church in the Arabic Language (New York, 
1909). This work remains for us the “gold standard” for 
 liturgical  practice; and supersedes, for us the work of 
his contemporary, the Typikon of the Great Church, 
by Metropolitan George VIOLAKIS in 1888. This is 
why we are often at slight variance with contemporary 
Greek sources.

We are very indebted to Elaine (Hayeck) Moore for do-
ing all the work in posting the on-line Liturgical Notes. 
She uses the Liturgical Guide prepared by Fr. Shal-
houb and fills it out with the appropriate texts from the 
approved books of the Archdiocese.

We are very grateful to the Rev. Bernard Kinnick and Fr. 
John Fenton for their work on the Ordo, which is the 
Liturgical Guide for the Western Rite parishes and mis-
sions of our Archdiocese. Unlike the Liturgical Guide, 
the Ordo provides an outline for Matins, Liturgy, and 
Vespers for each and every day throughout the year.

All of these people do a tremendous amount of work, 
which they volunteer to the Archdiocese. We do this be-
cause it has been requested by our parishes and blessed 
by our Metropolitan. We are doing our best to provide 
everything which people want, but according to the or-
der and wishes of the Metropolitan. It is not a good idea 
to add to our services using outside sources without first 
checking with us or the Metropolitan to see if it will have 
his blessing.

The Liturgical texts for the regional Parish Life Confer-
ences were prepared bilingually and e-mailed to each 
host parish, as well as the texts for the Archdiocese 
Convention, Clergy Symposium, Antiochian House of 
Studies, and for individual parish needs, such as an 
Episcopal visit or joint Orthodox celebration. Please re-
member, however, that we need time to prepare these 
texts. They cannot be put together overnight.

Eight years ago, in Montreal, we announced that a trans-
lation of the 1888 Typikon of George Violakis was being 
prepared by Bishop DEMITRI and edited by the Very 
Rev. John Morris. While not in itself the norm or cus-
tom of our Archdiocese, it is a very important resource 
for understanding how to organize the services, and 
can be used to supplement the material available from 
St. Raphael. This is still in need of some proof-reading, 
and has not yet been sent to the printers, but has been 
made available for now as an e-book that can be down-
loaded from the following website: http://almoutran.
com/2011/04/2968.

Our department wishes to serve the needs of the par-
ishes in our Archdiocese. Comments and suggestions 
from the priests and people throughout the Archdiocese 
enable us to continue our ministry in a responsive and 
responsible fashion. Please feel free to contact us when-
ever we can be of service to you.

We would like to thank all the Priests, Deacons, Choir 
directors, and other members of our Archdiocese who 
have helped us in our projects, provided their expertise 
and time, and have shared their comments and criti-
cisms with us.
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The death benefit to the surviving spouse or other des-
ignated beneficiary is now $110,000 for those insured 
under seventy (70) years of age, and $65,000 after a 
priest reaches age 70. All participants should confirm 
that their beneficiary designation form is current.

3. Long-Term Disability – Within the same $900 annu-
al life insurance premium, long-term disability benefits 
have increased from $1,000 to $1,500 per month for as 
long as total disability lasts or until age 65, whichever 
comes first. These payments begin after the first ninety 
(90) days of disability. There is a 30-day elimination pe-
riod, plus a 60-day period during which the Archdiocese 
provides $500 per month.

4. Health Insurance – The rapidly rising cost of health 
care continues to be a major challenge for parishes and 
for the nation as a whole. Health insurance premiums 
have increased 8 to 12.6% per year on average through-
out the industry for the last two years, and the impli-
cations of the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”) are 
still unclear. Although the Joint Orthodox Health Plan 
(JOHP), administered through Aetna Insurance, expe-
rienced a very modest increase of approximately 1% in 
2009 and 2% in 2010, last year’s increase was 4.9%, 
and this year’s proposed increase was originally 21.5%. 
Through negotiations and plan adjustments, JOHP ne-
gotiated an increase of “only” 11.5%. For the period 
May 1, 2013, through April 30, 2014, the new rates are 
$1,043/month for an individual and $2,188/month for a 
family. For enrollment and detailed plan descriptions, go 
to www.orthodoxhealthplans.com.

Long-Term Care
The Department offers enrollment in a group Long-
Term Care plan. Enrollment is at the discretion of the 
participant, and is at his or her own expense. The plan 
features group rates, a rate locked in at the applicant’s 

current age, and guaranteed coverage with no medical 
questions for new employees. Continuing pastors and 
employees must be medically underwritten. For more 
information call (800) 785-4432 or go to www.ortho-
doxhealthplans.com.

Confidential Assistance Plan (CAP)
ComPsych administers our Confidential Assistance Plan 
(CAP). ComPsych provides short-term counseling ser-
vices to clergy and full-time employees and their family 
members in order to handle concerns constructively be-
fore they become major issues. The CAP provides imme-
diate assistance from trained counselors for any prob-
lem, including, but not limited to, marital, family and 
relationship issues; emotional, stress and work issues; 
grief counseling; mental illness; child and elder care; 
substance abuse; and domestic violence. Our carrier 
also provides telephone access to licensed attorneys on 
any legal concern (including home purchase and estate 
planning) and to CPAs about financial issues. Confiden-
tiality is strictly maintained. Counselors are available 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year by calling (800) 272-7255, 
or by going to www.guidanceresources.com. Our Com-
pany ID is COM589.

Defined Contribution Plan & Retired Clergy 
 Housing Allowance
On January 1, 2013, the Archdiocese instituted its first 
contributory retirement plan. Under this Defined Con-
tribution Plan, also known as a 401(k), the priest invests 
3% of his stipend, the parish matches that investment, 
and the Archdiocese adds $100 per month if all condi-
tions are met. The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch has 
increased its annual commitment to the support of re-
tired clergy to $270,000 per year, and the Archdiocese 
budget adds $50,000 per year. Current projections indi-
cate that this year the new plan will utilize $180,000 of 
that total, and the remaining $145,000 will go into the 
Retired Clergy Housing Allowance Fund. To date, 150 
members have enrolled, 144 in the United States and six 
(6) in Canada, and as of June 20, in excess of $256,000 
was already under active management. (Due to both Ca-
nadian and U.S. laws, the clergy in Canada participate 
in a separate plan which operates according to the same 
principles.) There will be an open enrollment period 
from October 1 through December 1 each year.

In the Department’s last Report to the Archdiocese Con-
vention, we noted the actuarial shortfall in the non-con-
tributory Retired Clergy Housing Fund (RCHF), which 
precipitated our move to the new plan. The Department 
is now working diligently with an actuary and our finan-
cial advisors to calculate our accumulated liability, to 
“amortize” the commitment over time, and to seek new 
and creative ways to meet the commitments made to our 
clergy prior to January 1. Our primary objective will be 

His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP.

This year’s “Person of the Year” is our very own Board of 
Trustees Vice Chairman Emeritus, Dr. George J. Farha. 
The award ceremony will be taking place on July 30 at 
St. George Cathedral in Wichita, Kansas. For the occa-
sion, a special plaque honoring Dr. Farha will be pre-
sented to him by His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP.

Committee member Steve Adams organized a meeting 
in New York back in May. During his visit, Economos 
Antony Gabriel had the opportunity to discover some 
“lost sheep,” as well as many faithful who came from 
Antioch itself. Another meeting in New York is planned 
for the fall, where they will meet with a larger group 
of people who have Antiochian origins. Furthermore, a 
meeting with interested Antiochians in the fall is also 
planned with David Jackson in Maryland.

We have had several other small executive meetings 
with Co-chairman Dan Abraham, David Ghiz, Kal Kar-
dous and Steve Adams. These were mostly to map out 
our strategy, which involves bringing the Archdiocese 
home to every Parish and encouraging the faithful to 
purchase insurance policies or to leave the Antiochian 
Heritage Foundation/Archdiocese something in their 
will, thus benefitting the Archdiocese.

Economos Antony has also been in contact with Law-
rence Ghannam, an expert in estate and gift planning. 
They will be meeting in Detroit to discuss how to imple-
ment this program for the Antiochian Heritage Founda-
tion/Archdiocese.

The mission of this Department is a work in progress. 
Prior to leaving for the Convention, Economos Antony 
received many calls of interested parties wanting to 
contribute for the Antiochian Village or the Antiochian 
Heritage Foundation. One gentleman has expressed the 
desire to leave a substantial legacy for the Antiochian 
Village, under the auspices of the Antiochian Heritage 
Foundation/Archdiocese, in memory of his daughter. 
Economos Antony Gabriel will follow up all of the above 
upon his return from the Convention. A meeting of this 
Department will be called to take place in conjunction 
with the Archdiocese Board of Trustees meeting this fall 
in Detroit.

Donations
Since its inception under the former name of the De-
partment of Planning and Development, the Antiochian 
Heritage Foundation has received more than $1.16 mil-
lion dollars in donations.

Respectfully submitted, Economos Antony Gabriel. 
Moved by Fr. Kamal Al-Rahil, and seconded by Fr. Michel Fawaz, 

the Assembly received the Report.

13/8.  V. REV. MICHAEL ELLIAS, Chairman, pre-
sented the Report of the Department of Clergy In-
surance and Retirement.

THE DEPARTMENT OF CLERGY 
 INSURANCE AND RETIREMENT

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 21-28, 2013

Significant Policy Changes
The most recent revision of the Clergy Compensation 
Manual appeared in August 2012 and incorporated the 
policies endorsed by the Chicago Convention and ap-
proved by the Metropolitan Archbishop. The Archdio-
cese mails a copy of the manual to both pastors and par-
ish council chairs at each publication. Call or e-mail the 
Chancery to obtain a current copy.

1. Stipend Guidelines – We continue to operate in a 
low-inflation environment; therefore, the department 
will apply a Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) increase 
in accordance with the Consumer Price Index (CPI) is-
sued by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. De-
partment of Labor over 2012 levels in this year’s edition 
of the manual. Parishes should keep in mind that these 
levels are “guidelines” and “minimums.” Parishes should 
continue making Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) in-
creases as well as merit raises. Parishes must submit 
compensation proposals for incoming pastors to the lo-
cal bishop for his blessing.

2. Life Insurance – Participation in the Archdiocese’s 
Life Insurance and Long-Term Disability plan is still 
mandatory for all full-time pastors. The rate has been 
$75/month or $900/year for many years. First Reliance 
Standard Life Insurance Company has succeeded Cigna 
as the provider of Life Insurance as of July 1, 2012. 
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to meet all of those commitments, and our secondary 
objective is to maintain the program as a supplemental 
benefit for the long-term.

As of this writing the Department is investigating novel 
approaches through the use of life insurance to extend 
the useful life of the RCHF in such a way that it would 
shore up the housing fund without unduly burdening ei-
ther the Archdiocese budget or the parishes. Because 
the RCHF was non-contributory, there is no legal obli-
gation to fulfill the projections made; there is, however, 
a substantial moral obligation to do so.

Closing Remarks
The Department extends its deepest gratitude to Metro-
politan PHILIP for his paternal concern for the clergy 
and their families, to Bishop NICHOLAS for his dedi-
cated supervision of the Department’s work, to all the 
bishops who advocate for their clergy, and to the mem-
bers of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch for their 
generous support.

Respectfully Submitted, Very Rev. Fr. Michael Ellias, Chairman-
Moved by Fr. Michael Nasser, and seconded  

by Fr. Ignatius Valentine, the Assembly received the Report.

13/9.  V. REV. JOHN FINLEY presented the Report 
of the Department of Missions and Evangelism on 
behalf of V. REV. MICHAEL KEISER, Chairman.

Prior to the Report, Metropolitan PHILIP led the as-
sembly in singing “Memory eternal” for the repose of 
the soul of the former Chairman of this Department, the 
Very Rev. Fr. Peter Gillquist.

DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS AND 
 EVANGELISM

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 21-28, 2013

When I took over as Chair of the Department of Mis-
sions and Evangelism, His Eminence, Metropolitan 
PHILIP, gave the Department two tasks to fulfill. The 
first was to continue working to plant new churches in 
our Archdiocese, making certain that these congrega-
tions were given a solid foundation and have a reason-
able chance to succeed. The second was to work to re-
new and revitalize the congregations that exist already. 
To this end we do assess individual parishes and mis-
sions, examining their life and work, make suggestions 
and set goals for growth and stabilization, and assist 
them to reach those goals. This process has resulted in 
a certain amount of reorganization and re-focus for the 
Department of Missions.

Working with me in the Department are the Very Rev. 
John Finely and the Rev. Father Kenneth Devoie. We 
work with congregations of both the Eastern and West-

ern Rite, cooperating with the Western Rite Department, 
headed by Fr. Edward Hughes, in the latter.

The congregations we have worked with since January 
of 2012 are

Potential Mission Station in connection with the  
Pittsburg FOCUS ministry 

St. Ignatius Church in Twin Falls, ID 

Holy Apostles Mission in Orem, UT 

Holy Cross Mission in Midland, TX 

Potential Mission Station in Yuma, AZ 

Christ the King Mission in Omaha, IL 

Christ the Good Shepherd Mission in St. Louis, MO 

St. Nicholas Church in Spokane, WA 

St. Sophia Mission in Dripping Springs, TX 

A new Mission plant in Gwinnett, GA, a suburb of 
Atlanta 

St. Columba Church, Denver, CO 

Holy Cross Church in Palmdale, CA (coming this Fall) 

St. Augustine Church in Denver, CO (in the Fall)

Many of the congregations require multiple contacts, es-
pecially in the beginning of their organization.

In addition, the members of the Department have spo-
ken at various meetings on the subject of Evangelism 
and Church Growth, such as the Greek Metropolis in the 
West, the Clergy Symposium and local churches. There 
are also many informal and ongoing contacts, primarily 
from non-orthodox clergy, that require follow up.

Building on the work of our previous Chairman, Fr. Pe-
ter Gillquist, we will continue with the task of bringing 
America to the Orthodox Faith. If you wish to contact 
any members of the Department, either with proposals 
for planting a congregation or working with an existing 
congregation, please contact us through the Archdio-
cese website.

I would be remiss if I did not mention the supporting 
work that is done by the Very Rev. Father George Kev-
orkian, our budget watchdog in Englewood, and the 
direction and advice that we receive from His Grace, 
Bishop NICHOLAS, who has oversight of the Missions 
Department.

Respectfully submitted, Fr. Michael Keiser,  Chairman 
Moved by Fr. David Hester, and seconded by Fr. Peter Pier, the 

Assembly received the Report.

In response to a question from the floor, Metropolitan 
PHILIP affirmed that the Archdiocese does not declare 
a community a mission in the absence of 25 pledging 
families. If the 25 families cannot support a priest, then 

the priest will find a dignified second job.

Bishop ANTOUN notes that our mission in Johnson City, 
Tennessee, joined with a Greek mission in that area un-
der the omophorion of Bishop ALEXIOS of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese. Our priest, Fr. Steven Matthewes-
Green, will celebrate the divine services in English. His 
Grace urged similar cooperation with other jurisdictions.

The General Assembly recessed at 1:30 pm and 
reconvened under the chairmanship of Arch bishop 
JOSEPH at 2:55 pm.

13/10.  MRS. CAROL BULEZA, Chair, presented the 
Report of the Department of Christian Education.

THE DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN 
 EDUCATION

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 21-28, 2013

The Department of Christian Education is comprised of 
the Director, Carole Buleza, and the Administrative As-
sistant, Rosemary Shumski, dedicated volunteer Dioc-
esan Coordinators and Associates, and talented people 
who agree to work on specific projects. The major event 
of the Department is the Orthodox Institute at Antio-
chian Village the first weekend in November. We bring 
together renowned speakers on relevant topics for the 
continuing education of the faithful. A CD of all hand-
outs, outlines and, in some cases, recordings and tran-
scripts from the presenters, are sent to each participant 
for use at the parish level. This year we will include dis-
cussion questions for the presentations on the CD.

Diocesan Representatives and Associates were present 
at the National Convention for the purpose of meeting 
with priests and parish representatives to plan train-
ing events, visits, and other events for the coming two 
school years. The Department works very closely with 
the O.C.E.C., the O.C.A. and the G.O.A. Dr. Anton Vrame 
of the G.O.A. and Mat. Myra Kowalak of the O.C.E.C. as-
sisted us at this Convention.

Volunteer Staff Update
After 24 years serving as Diocesan Coordinator, Joseph 
Tershay of the Diocese of Los Angeles and the West sub-
mitted his resignation. We thank him and will miss him. 
We have added two associates since the last national 
convention. Mrs. Hollie Benton of Minneapolis works on 
curriculum projects and is presently composing a mar-
riage unit for high school students and young adults. 
Our second new associate, Kh. Gigi Shadid of Houston, 
writes the Creative Festival lesson plans and songs, un-
der the direction of Mrs. Rosemary Shumski, Creative 
Festival coordinator for the Department.

“Blessed Is the Kingdom: Acts 2:42 and Today”

Metropolitan SAVAS (Zembillas) of Pittsburgh will be 
the keynote speaker at the 2013 Orthodox Institute, 
“Blessed is the Kingdom.” The presenters will offer in-
sight into why the experience of witnessing, serving, 
liturgy, and community were so vibrant during the early 
decades of Christianity. With a focus on the serving as-
pect of Church, speakers will present programs that will 
enhance parish life, and will introduce us to organiza-
tions such as FOCUS North America.

If the topic of ecclesiology, “Church” – its beginnings, 
ways to enhance parish life and service to the com-
munity – is of interest to you, mark your calendars for 
October 31–November 3, 2013, at Antiochian Village. 
Among our esteemed presenters are Fr. Thomas and Dr. 
Kyriaki FitzGerald.

The Holy Land Exhibit
As a part of the 2012 Orthodox Institute, the exhibit 
“Scripture through the Lens of the Holy Land” was cre-
ated. It has traveled since then to several cities: Tucson, 
Phoenix, Coral Gables, Niagara Falls, Syracuse and Min-
neapolis. The exhibit consists of 20 three- and four-foot 
retractable banners that extend to a height of 7 feet. For 
hosting information, see www.antiochian.org/bholylan-
dexhibit. Holy Land posters continue to be printed. (See 
www.antiochian.org/holylandposters for information.) 
Teachers are encouraged to use these and the children’s 
art to surround them with the reality of Christ.

New Initiatives
Several units for high school are being developed, in 
particular, one to address the challenges that college 
brings to one’s faith. The Department will also begin 
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west in February was Great Lent, and two weeks ago at 
the Village it was all about Holy Week, which we hope to 
present on the west coast next year.

This past year also brought about a little revision on 
our Sacred Music website, to make it more user-friendly 
and easier to find music pieces. We have added Kazan’s 
music for the two Sundays before Christmas, with all 
the special rubrics involved for those Sundays, as well 
as several audio files for many of our Cherubic Hymns, 
Kontakia and Troparia sung during Lent, recorded by 
our East and West Coast SMI choirs. We now have Prof. 
Karam’s Major and Minor Liturgy available for down-
load, as well as Hilko’s Great and Holy Friday Matins, 
and have finished proofing and updating September 
through December of Kazan’s Menaion Byzantine Proj-
ect, which has been out of print. We continue to com-

puterize many pieces of music for our parishes, includ-
ing 40 or so from Prof. Hilko, which we hope to be 
available soon.

Having completed music for our children, ages pre-
school to 6 years old, and 7 to 12 years old, we will also 
have available a whole music program for our teens, 
thanks to the work of Regina Roum and Elizabeth Beck. 
We hope to announce this by the Fall. We have tried to 
improve our advertising as well, thanks to the work of 
Venise Kousaie and her professionally designed posters 
for our SMIs. As for our dioceses, you can read in the 
Financial Booklet our write-up of the workshops, con-
certs, programs and outreach that people are doing in 
their dioceses and Parish Life Conferences.

If you have any chanters, choir directors or members 
who need personal assistance and one-on-one help for 
improving their skills, or for understanding more about 

their responsibilities in the parish, please contact us 
at sacredmusic@antiochian.org and we will put you in 
touch with one of our professional, trained Orthodox 
musicians in your diocese, through our Mentor Program.

Lastly, as you know, none of this would have been pos-
sible without a tremendously talented staff of wonderful 
musicians in each of our dioceses. So, many thanks go 
out to our Vice-Chairman, Michael Farrow; our Dioc-
esan Coordinators, Charlie Marge (NE); Liz McMillan 
(SE); Nancy Hanna Long and Nadeen Nerenberg (Mid-
Atlantic); Venise Kousaie (Ottawa); Kris Howard (MW); 
Christy Farha (Mid-America); and Mareena Boosamra 
Ball (West); our members-at-large, Emily Lowe and 
Regina Roum; our SMI Coordinators, Paul Jabara (AV) 
and Christy Farha (West Coast); and all our committee 
members, for making this department run so well. God 
bless you all!

Let me also give a big “Thank You” to Venise Kousaie 
for the being our Coordinator in the Diocese of Ottawa 
for the past twenty years. She brought a tremendous 
amount of energy and musical excellence to the dio-
cese, and was a great inspiration to all who sang under 
her direction. Since she will now be moving on to other 
areas in our department, I have appointed Kh. Suzanne 
Murphy of Geneva, New York, as our new Sacred Music 
Coordinator for the Diocese of Ottawa. She has been 
active in that diocese, and a participant in our SMIs, for 
many years. I have no doubt that she will be a great 
leader of our choirs and inspire many who sing under 
her direction.

I thank our dear Bishop BASIL for the guidance and in-
spiration he offers me personally as well as for our Sa-
cred Music Department. Thank you, also, Sayidna PHIL-
IP, for entrusting to me the care of this department. May 
God continue to grant you and our entire team many 
years as we commit ourselves to faithful service and mu-
sical excellence in our parishes, to the glory of our God 
who has given us this life.

Yours in Christ, Christopher Holwey, Chairman 
Moved by Fr. Joseph Abud, and seconded by Fr. basil Koory, the 

Assembly received the Report.

13/12. MR. JOH MADDEX, CEO, presented the Re-
port of Ancient Faith Ministries.

ANCIENT FAITH MINISTRIES
(formerly, Conciliar Media Ministries)

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 21-28, 2013

New Name – Ancient Faith Ministries
We are pleased to announce with the blessing of His 
Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP, a new name for Concil-

filming teaching demonstrations, and other presenta-
tions, for use on the website. With my high school class, 
I will pilot the use of the internet during class. There is 
good Orthodox content on the Web which can be used 
for education. I also continue to research my new model 
for Orthodox catechesis, based in part on transforma-
tive learning and experiential education. In that regard 
I was a guest of Antiochian Village camp during train-
ing week to observe the ropes course activities which 
greatly influence the campers.

As always, we are grateful to His Eminence, Metropoli-
tan PHILIP and The Order of St. Ignatius for their con-
tinuing generous support of our efforts.

Respectfully submitted, Carole A. buleza, Director 
Moved by Fr. James Shadid, and seconded by Kh. Leslee Abud, the 

Assembly received the Report.

13/11.  MR. CHRISTOPHER HOLWEY, Chairman 
presented the Report of the Department of Sacred 
Music.

DEPARTMENT OF SACRED MUSIC

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 21-28, 2013

The mission of the Department of Sacred Music is to 
provide leadership to the parishes of the Antiochian Or-
thodox Christian Archdiocese, drawing from the talents 
of the faithful in order to serve as a resource for the 
publication of music, to organize workshops and semi-
nars, to build strong ties of communication throughout 
the Archdiocese, to support the work of missions, and 
to be a positive influence in the creation of new works 
of liturgical music for the glory of God and the Holy 
Orthodox Faith.

In the very well-known quote from Proverbs, we hear, 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when 
he is old he will not depart from it” (22:6). We often 
use this quote to teach parents about the importance 
of bringing their children to church, and getting them 
involved in the full life of the Orthodox Faith and Tra-
dition. We encourage them to be a part of the Sunday 
School, perhaps sing in a children’s choir; we invite the 
boys to serve in the altar. Then, when they are teens, 
we encourage them to go on to enjoy the activities and 
events in Teen SOYO.

Last year at our Sacred Music Institute (SMI), thanks to 
the insight of Paul Jabara, our Sacred Music Institute 
Coordinator, we began a new program of leadership in 
sacred music for our teens. It is called the Youth Music 
Ministry Program. Its mission is to bring together young 
Orthodox Christians between the ages of 14 and 18 who 
have a love for music and a desire to serve their Church, 

to work toward the common goal of understanding the 
theology of Orthodox hymnography through Choral and 
Byzantine settings, to the glory of God.

Paul realized a few years ago that, while we had a great 
program for adults at our SMI, we never had anything 
for our teens. In his words, “After all, without them, who 
will be our future choristers, chanters and directors?” 
So, after putting together a committee two years ago, 
and working out the details, we began this new Program 
last year in conjunction with our adult SMI. We had 20 
teens with us who thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity 
to learn many good things to take back with them to 
their home parish. Our intent was (and is) to help them 
learn more about Choral Music, Byzantine Chant, Vo-
cal and Choral Directing Techniques, and to train them 
to understand fully their role in Sacred Music and their 

contribution to the music of the Church in their own 
parish liturgical life. As a part of this Program, Paul cre-
ated the Young Conductor Apprentice Program as well, 
where one teen is selected to work under the direction 
of an experienced choral director. All of this was a great 
success, thanks to our dedicated team of Orthodox mu-
sicians in our department, and through the scholarships 
we obtained from many generous donors throughout 
the Archdiocese. And thanks to a grant from The Order 
of St. Ignatius and others, we were able to continue the 
Program this year, with continued success.

As for our adult SMI, this was our twenty-eighth year 
of offering many worthwhile classes and workshops 
for our chanters, choir directors and members. We also 
reorganized our West Coast SMI this year, which was 
a great success, and have appointed Christy Farha (of 
Wichita, Kansas) to be its Coordinator. Our theme out 
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site content, features and functionality in support of the 
Archdiocese headquarters, as well as of our dioceses, 
departments and organizations. Original content is also 
continually being developed and special projects com-
pleted, such as the new website section for the House 
of Studies and ongoing efforts in support of the pan-
jurisdictional Assembly of Canonical Bishops of North 
and Central America.

Contributors
Our work requires us to continually engage with a range 
of contributors, for whom it is critical that we provide a 
publishing platform for their needs. Many people across 
the Archdiocese and the broader Orthodox world have 
contributed content to our site. In particular, we thank 
the following people for their ongoing contributions to 
Antiochian.org: Fr. Thomas Zain, Vicar General of the 
Antiochian Archdiocese; His Grace, Bishop BASIL; His 
Grace, Bishop THOMAS; Registrars Amy Robinson and 
Sandra Abdel Mesih; Joanne Hakim and Michael Srour 
of the Order of St. Ignatius; Carole Buleza, Director of 
the Dept. of Christian Education; Chris Holwey, Director 
of the Dept. of Sacred Music; John Maddex, Director of 
Ancient Faith Ministries; Fr. Joseph Purpura, Director of 
the Dept. of Youth; Fr. George Morelli, Director of the 
Dept. of Chaplains; Elaine Moore of the Dept. of Litur-
gics; and all the clergy and laity of the Archdiocese who 
have contributed content.

Antiochian.org
The primary work of the department is the ongoing de-
sign, upkeep, and improvement of the www.Antiochian.
org domain, which has grown to be a large and complex 
website. The site consists of over 13,000 pages, with 
more than 30,000 attached files. The information archi-
tecture of Antiochian.org can be seen in the drop-down 
menu navigation at the top of each page. There are 
sections dedicated to the Archdiocese in general, and 
to each diocese, department, and organization, more 
than 50 in all. These sections have been built and are 
maintained by the department. Some are more static, 
with content added or updated a couple of times a year; 
many are much more active, with new content publish-
ing monthly or weekly. Antiochian.org also includes 
sections and resources not connected with specific de-
partments or organizations, for example, our popular 
Discover Orthodox Christianity section, the website cal-
endar, and our Memory Eternal section.

The most important page on Antiochian.org is the 
homepage. Over the past five years, the audience has 
grown from approximately 40,000 unique visitors to 
the Antiochian.org website each month, to 60,000 per 
month. Of that traffic, the vast majority is to our homep-
age. For example, in March 2013 we had 40,000 pa-
geviews of our homepage. Our second most popular 

page, the Lenten section, had 5,000 pageviews. Much 
of the team’s focus is on the selection and creation of 
articles that are published to the homepage, in the main 
Featured Articles section and the News sidebar sec-
tion. There is also much demand for the space used for 
graphical buttons published on the homepage sidebar.

Drupal Software Platform
The primary software the department uses every day 
is Drupal. It is from a category of web publishing soft-
ware called open-source content management systems, 
or CMS. The leading CMS today is WordPress, which is 
used to run blogs and small-to-medium websites. Drupal 
is a more powerful CMS that can be used to build and 
run websites small and large, and is used by a wide range 
of high-profile organizations. For example, the current 
website of the White House is built and run with Drupal. 
Drupal is installed in our server environment, and al-
lows us to create and edit website content and perform 
a wide range of administrative and design tasks, without 
needing to do any coding. We use a web-based interface; 
when one of our team is logged in to the website, we are 
presented with additional menus and interfaces to work 
on the site right in our browsers.

Drupal consists of core software and what is termed 
“user-contributed modules.” Modules expand Drupal’s 
core functionality, and are developed and maintained by 
the Drupal community of developers and made available 
through www.Drupal.org. For example, we run a mod-
ule that allows us to provide Google map locations for 
parishes in our parish directory. Our current configura-
tion consists of core Drupal and about 100 contributed 
modules, and a handful of custom-coded modules we 
wrote ourselves.

The Archdiocese made the decision to use Drupal be-
fore the creation of the Department, and over the years 
we’ve all learned a lot about the toolset. Drupal has a 
reputation for having a steep learning curve, but with 
training has proven a very effective publishing tool. 
The department has invested in ongoing training, which 
has helped the team keep pace with its rapid growth. 
Our technical consultant, Michael Brooks, is primarily 
focused on Drupal development work for his clients. 
While we remain aware of other technologies and tool-
sets in the industry, specialization in Drupal continues 
to be a strong long-term investment for our Department 
and the Archdiocese.

Hosting and Server Configuration
Our website depends on a server environment called a 
“LAMP stack”: a software configuration of Linux (oper-
ating system), Apache (web-services software), MySQL 
(database software), and PHP (programming language). 
This is the root software running in a data center server 
environment, provided by our web hosting company. Our 

iar Media Ministries. We will now be known as Ancient 
Faith Ministries, encompassing Ancient Faith Publishing 
and Ancient Faith Radio (AFR). Other ministry endeav-
ors in the future will also carry the Ancient Faith brand-
ing. Our very important tag line is “Bringing the Ancient 
Christian Faith to the Modern World.”

We thank God for the history and heritage of Conciliar 
Press, launched by zealous and forward-thinking con-
verts to the Orthodox Faith many years ago. That heri-
tage will be preserved and celebrated when speaking of 
the history of Ancient Faith Ministries.

Our goal with this change of name is to capitalize on 
the visibility of Ancient Faith Radio without losing the 
history and heritage of Conciliar. Given its world-wide 
scope, AFR has become our ministry’s flagship and is 
known more broadly than Conciliar Press. In fact, many 
of our Conciliar customers have difficulty pronouncing 
the name and don’t know what it means.

This change will allow us to consolidate our resources 
around one brand. While we respect the past and the 
crucial role Conciliar Press has played in our develop-
ment, it is time to unite around a common identity and 
to simplify our business model. In a world that is already 
overly-complex, this is an opportunity for us to simplify 
our business and end any confusion.

Ancient Faith Radio
It has been another excellent period for Ancient Faith 
Radio. Average podcast downloads are up, monthly giv-
ing is steady, and listener feedback remains strong and 
positive. Thanks to a grant from the Virginia H. Farah 
Foundation, we are well on our way toward introducing 
a brand new website that will involve a redesign, new 
user features, a multilingual framework, video content, 
and advertising integration. The target date for comple-
tion is December 2013.

Significant enhancements recently have included the ad-
dition of two live call-in programs and a comprehensive 
App for smart phones and tablets.

In conclusion, I would like to express my thanks to all 
of the bishops, priests, deacons, monks, and nuns who 
have been so encouraging to us and have encouraged 

their spiritual children to listen to AFR and to read our 
books. We are here to serve Christ and His Church and 
do not take for granted the confidence and trust you 
have placed in us. Please pray for us that we will  fulfill 
the mission to which God has called us, and remain 
faithful.

Respectfully submitted in Christ, John Maddex,  
CEO, Ancient Faith Ministries 

Moved by Kh. Helen Ghattas, and seconded by Thomas Zell, the 
Assembly received the Report.

13/13.  MR. DOUGLAS CRAMER, Chairman, pre-
sented the Report of the Department of Internet 
Ministry.

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNET MINISTRY

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 21-28, 2013

The Department of Internet Ministry serves the online 
communications needs of the Antiochian Archdiocese. 
The Department’s team works to share the wisdom and 
expertise that exists across the workers and ministries 
of our Archdiocese, by sharing their stories and vital re-
sources with the more than 60,000 monthly visitors to 
our website at www.Antiochian.org.

History
The Department of Internet Ministry was created in 
2008 to serve the communications needs of our Arch-
diocese by providing a professional-quality Internet 
publishing platform at our official website, focused 
on the presentation on the World Wide Web of the vi-
brant life and work of our Church. The department has 
been blessed with remarkable stability in the makeup 
of the team over the years, and with good professional 
relationships despite the fact that team members work 
far apart.

Staffing
The staff of the Department includes director Douglas 
Cramer, editors Ginny Nieuwsma and Andrew  Frishman, 
and technical consultant Michael Brooks. The team is 
in regular contact via phone and e-mail, and makes use 
of software tools for virtual team project management. 
Critical guidance and insight has been provided on an 
ongoing basis by Fr. George Kevorkian, liaison to the 
department for His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP 
since the Department’s creation. In 2013, His Grace, 
Bishop NICHOLAS, was assigned as hierarchical over-
seer for the department.

General Responsibilities
Our work at the Department falls into several different 
categories: administrative, technical, design, and edito-
rial. Ongoing work includes the development of web-
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The Department of Internet Ministry provided an op-
portunity for the Department of Stewardship to partici-
pate in an interview session titled, “Giving Is Part of Our 
Spiritual Life.” The interview enabled the Department of 
Stewardship to promote one of its most important goals, 
that is, helping fellow Orthodox Christians explore the 
notion that tithing is an act of spiritual commitment con-
sistent with the teachings of the Holy Orthodox Church. 
The Department of Internet Ministries is congratulated 
for providing a forum available to all departments and 
organizations within the Antiochian Archdiocese. May 
God continue to guide and bless their good work.

A long-term project of the Department of Stewardship 
has been the creation of a “Parish Council Guidebook.” 
A number of sections have been added to this resource 
during the past two years. As a result, the Guidebook 
has been submitted to Metropolitan PHILIP for review 
and official approval. An update on the status of this ap-
proval process will be discussed during the joint meet-
ing of the departments of Stewardship and Lay Ministry 
on Wednesday, July 24, 2013. The Department of Stew-
ardship Report to the General Assembly on Thursday 
or Friday, July 25 or 26, will include an update of the 
approval request.

The Guidebook submitted for approval contains this an-
notated Table of Contents:

Part 1: Preface – This excerpt from Metropolitan PHIL-
IP’s writings on the role of parish councils provides the 
foundational basis for all parts of the Parish Council 
Guidebook.

Part 2: Introduction – The Introduction explains the 
important role governance plays in developing and 
maintaining a healthy and vibrant Orthodox Christian 
parish.

Part 3: The Parish Council Mindset – This excerpt 
from Archbishop JOSEPH’s writings offers specific ex-
amples which serve to clarify further the role of the par-
ish council in the Orthodox Church.

Part 4: Five Guidelines for Conduct: Before, During 
and After Council Meetings – Practicing the five be-

haviors detailed here will help change the feel, function, 
and outcome of any parish council meeting.

Part 5A and Part 5B: Who Serves on the Parish 
Council? and Council Candidate Affirmation –

Any parishioner can serve on the parish council, but the 
behaviors needed to be an effective council member are 
discussed in these two parts of the Guidebook.

Part 6: The Need for Council Member “Continuing 
Education” – Training or continuing education for par-
ish council members should be viewed in the same way 
it is for many in their jobs or careers. This activity is de-
signed to raise this awareness among council members 
and potential council members.

Part 7: Roles for Clergy and Laity – Specific points 
are listed and explained, each detailing a role for clergy 
and laity in the life of the church and especially in the 
workings of the parish council.

Part 8: Parish Council Meeting Strategies – A hypo-
thetical parish council meeting is described, followed by 
an analysis of what this council could do to improve the 
productivity of their meetings.

Part 9: Parish Council Meeting Scenarios – This part 
presents five scenarios that might develop in a par-
ish. Each can be discussed in terms of how it might be 
handled, and how Jesus might guide us in each circum-
stance.

Part 10: Parish, Diocese, and Archdiocese … Togeth-
er as One – The title, “Together as One,” comes to life 
as the notion that every parish priest serves as a repre-
sentative of the bishop.

Part 11: Voting at Parish Council and Annual Parish 
Meetings – Meetings and voting in secular settings does 
not translate exactly to meetings and voting in church 
settings. This article provides parishes with help in de-
termining how to bring balance and understanding to 
this secular/spiritual dichotomy.

Part 12: Sample Letter to Bishops following Annual 
Parish Meeting – This sample letter helps parishes 

web hosting is currently provided by NST, as part of their 
overall services for the Archdiocese. We’re in the process 
of migrating to a web host named Acquia, a company that 
specializes in hosting complex enterprise-level websites 
built on our Drupal software platform, particularly for 
non-profit organizations. We’re working towards being 
fully migrated to the new host this summer.

Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
Beginning in June 2010, our department joined a 
collaborative effort to create and maintain a website for 
the pan-jurisdictional Assembly of Bishops. Communi-
cation for the Assembly is coordinated by the Secretary 
of the Assembly, His Grace, Bishop Basil, and the As-
sembly Secretariat staff. A small team of staff from our 
Department and from the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
Department of Internet Ministries works with the Sec-
retariat to build content and features. See www.assem-
blyofbishops.org.

In March 2013, the Assembly of Bishops convened a 
meeting of Internet staff from across the Orthodox ju-
risdictions of America at St. Vladimir’s Seminary. The 
Antiochian Archdiocese was represented by Douglas 
Cramer and Ginny Nieuwsma, and significant steps were 
taken on planning future website resources of benefit 
to the Assembly and to the Antiochian online ministry.

Respectfully submitted, Douglas Cramer, Chair,  
Department of Internet Ministry 

Moved by Fr. John Henderson, and seconded by Fr. Philip Rogers, 
the Assembly received the Report.

13/14.  MR. RON NICOLA, Chairman, presented 
the Report of the Department of Stewardship.

DEPARTMENT OF STEWARDSHIP

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 21-28, 2013

The Department of Stewardship has worked on the proj-
ects and initiatives detailed below since it last reported 
to the General Assembly during the 50th Archdiocese 
Convention in Chicago, Illinois in July, 2011. The De-
partment expresses its continuing thanks and appre-
ciation to Metropolitan PHILIP for his love, guidance, 
and leadership. We also wish also to express thanks to 
our Auxiliary Bishops for their support and for the en-
couragement they provide as we reach out to parishes 
throughout the Archdiocese. We pray God will grant our 
beloved hierarchs many years of good health as they 
shepherd our Antiochian Archdiocese.

The Department of Stewardship, responding to invita-
tions from these parishes, presented workshops in the 
following communities:

December 2011 – SS. Peter and Paul Church, Potomac, MD

April 2012 – St. Nicholas Cathedral, Los Angeles, CA

April 2012 – St. Nicholas Cathedral, Brooklyn, NY and 
St. Mary Church, Brooklyn, NY (also in attendance were 
representatives from St. George Church, Little Falls, NJ; 
and Virgin Mary Church, Yonkers, NY)

April 2012 – St. George Church, Washington, DC

September, 2012 – St. James Mission, Modesto, CA

The Department expresses its thanks and appreciation 
to the priests and parish council members at these par-
ishes for their invitations and hospitality, and for the 
hard work which contributed to the success of these 
sessions.

Every two years since 1992, the Department of Stew-
ardship has planned and conducted a Parish Council 
Symposium at the Heritage and Learning Center at An-
tiochian Village. In recent years, this activity has been 
co-sponsored with the Department of Lay Ministries. 
Unfortunately, the Symposium scheduled for October 
2012 had to be cancelled because of insufficient ad-
vance registrations. With less than five registrations 
received two days prior to the event, the decision to 
cancel was reached in consultation between the Depart-
ments of Stewardship and Lay Ministries, along with the 
staff at the Heritage and Learning Center. Thanks and 
appreciation are extended to V. Rev. Fr. Joseph Abud 
of St. George Church, Flint, Michigan, Rev. Fr. Milad 
Selim of St. George Cathedral, Worchester, Massachu-
setts, and John Dalack and Anthony Bashir, co-chairs 
of the Department of Lay Ministry, who, along with the 
Department of Stewardship, had prepared presenta-
tions for the scheduled Parish Council Symposium. We 
are exploring options for future symposia at Antiochian 
Village, as well as the possibility of workshops in the 
various dioceses.

The Parish Council Guidebook, along with the Fifty-
Two-Week Member Giving Campaign, resources devel-
oped by the Department of Stewardship, are available 
for parishes on the Archdiocese website. The advantage 
of these two documents being online is that parishes 
and individuals can access any part or the entire con-
tent of either one, depending on their particular needs. 
In addition, the electronic versions can be modified and 
supplemented by the Department of Stewardship on an 
ongoing basis. The possibility of printing one or both 
of these documents as hard-copy resources is being 
 considered.

The Department of Stewardship wishes to express its 
sincerest thanks to the Department of Internet Minis-
try, and its Chair, Douglas Cramer, for their excellent 
and expert help in making these resources available to 
parishes as part of the Archdiocese website. In 2012, 
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ticles. This magazine does not remunerate anyone for 
articles or photographs. All of this work is done as gifts 
to the Archdiocese. I am also grateful for the direction 
and support of Metropolitan PHILIP and his assistants.

Serving as managing editor has been a joy.

Respectfully Submitted, +JOHN 
Auxiliary bishop for Diocese of Worcester 

Moved by Gregory Abdalah, and seconded by  
Fr. Dimitri Darwish, the Assembly received the Report.  
On behalf of Metropolitan PHILIP, Archbishop JOSEPH  

presented bishop JOHN with two bound volumes of  
The WORD magazine for 2011 and 2012.

13/16. KH. MAGGIE HOCK, Chairperson, pre-
sented the Report of the Department of Marriage 
and Family Ministry.

DEPARTMENT OF MARRIAGE AND 
 PARISH FAMILY MINISTRIES

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

This is the tenth year that the Department of Marriage 
and Parish Family Ministries has been actively working 
throughout the dioceses of the Antiochian Archdiocese. 
This is also the first year in the Department’s existence 
in which there has been no budget for this work. Prior 
to this budget cut the Department consistently operated 
below its allotted budget and had voluntarily frozen its 
budget for several years. Despite this change, the De-
partment has continued to function in all the areas of 
counseling, seminars and consultations with clergy. The 
only difference has been that I can no longer travel to 
the Parish Life Conferences where I met many of the 
faithful of our Archdiocese and provided workshops on 
Marriage and Family enrichment.

The goal of this Department is to continue to make 
available the training and tools to help married people 
and families of this Archdiocese strengthen their bonds. 
Our clergy are continuing to use pre-marital assessment 
inventories to improve pre-marital preparation for our 
couples as they plan for successful marriages. The chief 
means of providing this training and instruction are the 
workshops and seminars taught in the parishes and at 
conferences and clergy deaneries.

The two booklets produced by this Department and pub-
lished by Conciliar Press, Parish Etiquette and Crown 
Them With Glory and Honor, are popular in our par-
ishes and are being translated into other languages. 
They are still available on the Antiochian website under 
the Department of Marriage link.

Since the last Archdiocese Convention, counseling for 
clergy and parishioners continues on a regular basis. 
The goal of this Department is not to provide long-term 

counseling but to provide short-term crisis stabilization 
and refer people to local professionals if necessary. I 
would like to emphasize that all contact with this De-
partment is confidential. In addition, I would remind 
the clergy and attendees here that there are no marriage 
or baptismal records kept in this Department; they are 
only available through the Archdiocese headquarters. I 
continually receive requests for them.

The highlight of the work in this Department has been 
to work with Metropolitan PAUL of the Archdiocese of 
Australia, New Zealand and the Philippines. The scope 
of the seminars and training with Metropolitan PAUL 
and the clergy there was truly rewarding.

I would like to acknowledge gratefully Metropolitan 
PHILIP, all Hierarchs, the Board of Trustees and the Or-
der of St. Ignatius for their generous support for this 
vital ministry to the marriages and families of this Arch-
diocese for these past ten years.

Respectfully submitted, Khouriya Maggie Hock 
Moved by Fr. Daniel Hackney, and seconded by Fr. Jason blais, the 

Assembly received the Report.

13/17.  V. REV. GEORGE MORELLI, Chairman, pre-
sented the Report of the Department of Chaplain 
and Pastoral Counseling.

DEPARTMENT OF CHAPLAIN AND 
 PASTORAL COUNSELING

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

The ethos of Christian healing is given to us by Christ 
Himself. The Gospels record numerous instances in 
which Christ healed all manner of diseases, both spiri-
tual and physical. So, too, in the early Church, the mon-
astery hospitals were created by such saints as St. Ba-
sil the Great and St. John Chrysostom. Various healing 
centers were opened and administered by the Orthodox 
Church, including hospitals and homes for the poor, 
orphans, and the aged. The health care workers, the 

meet the requirement to submit to their bishops annu-
ally the parish financial report, budget, and results of 
parish council elections.

Part 13: Budgeting Procedures and Practices – A 
parish’s development of an annual budget should in-
volve combining good business practices with relevant 
scriptural teachings.

Part 14: Parish Council: Leading the Way toward 
Tithing – Parish councils must take the lead in moving 
their parishes toward a more enlightened understand-
ing of giving according to scriptural teachings. This in-
cludes a grasp of tithing, proportional giving, and sac-
rificial giving.

Part 15: Your Parish Is Not Alone – The Archdiocese 
Directory, sent annually to every parish, is a resource of 
great potential value to every parish, as this part of the 
Guidebook reveals.

Part 16: Short and Long Range Planning – Conduct-
ing a parish needs assessment is a way of insuring that 
short-term and long-term needs are identified and that 
plans are developed to address those needs.

Part 17: Peacemaking and Reconciliation within the 
Parish – Members of the Antiochian Archdioceses have 
been trained in resolving conflicts within a parish using 
established practices of peacemaking and reconciliation. 
This article gives a summary of the principles and infor-
mation about how to contact the trained individuals.

Part 18: Frequently Asked Questions – Five questions 
commonly heard in the context of parish life are posed 
and answered in this section of the Guidebook.

Appendix A: A Definition of Consensus

Appendix B: “The Parish, the Priest, and the Parish,” by 
Metropolitan PHILIP

Appendix C: “The Ministry of the Parish Council,” by 
Archbishop JOSEPH

Appendix D: Metropolitan PHILIP’s Address to the 
50th Antiochian Archdiocese Convention, Chicago, Il-
linois, July 29, 2011

We again thank Metropolitan PHILIP for providing us 
with the opportunity to work with parishes in the two 
important areas of parish council training and enhanced 
understanding of member giving as an expression of 
spiritual commitment. Thanks also to V. Rev. Fr. Thomas 
Zain, who Metropolitan PHILIP appointed as advisor 
and mentor to the Parish Council Guidebook project. His 
help and guidance have been invaluable. We are always 
available to parishes in the Antiochian Archdiocese to 
answer questions, provide materials, and conduct work-
shops. The Parish Council Guidebook and the Fifty-Two-
Week Member Giving Guide represent resources which 
we hope parishes will find helpful and transformative. 
We are constantly humbled by the endless examples of 
commitment and determination demonstrated by clergy 
and laity who are doing God’s work to the best of their 
abilities. Our goal is humbly to hope that we can help 
them enhance and sharpen those abilities. God bless 
them always.

Respectfully Submitted, Ron Nicola, Chair, 
Department of Stewardship

Moved by Fr. Jean Ojaimi, and seconded by Fr. Patrick Kinder, the 
Assembly received the Report.

13/15.  RT. REV. BISHOP JOHN ABDALAH, Man-
aging Editor, presented the Report of The WORD 
Magazine.

THE WORD

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 21-28, 2013

The WORD is the news publication of the Self-Ruled 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North 
America. It has a long and wonderful history, with arti-
cles and reflections by St. Raphael, Metropolitan ANTO-
NY, Metropolitan PHILIP, and many prominent authors.

Metropolitan PHILIP sends the magazine out to every 
home of our Archdiocese, as well as to Churches, semi-
naries and libraries throughout the world. It is printed 
on quality paper in color. The magazine is also available 
on-line at the Archdiocese’s website.

Submissions for the magazine should be sent to me 
at frjpa@aol.com. Address changes should be sent to 
registrar@antiochian.org. Parishes are encouraged to 
keep up their mailing lists with the registrar. We con-
tinue not to accept advertising in the magazine, as such 
ads would require a postage surcharge.

The layout is done by the artistic and talented Donna  
Albert of Pittsburgh and all articles are edited by the 
very competent Dr. Chris Humphrey, also of Pittsburgh. 
I am grateful for their work and support.

I also am grateful to the authors and submitters of ar-
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two years. Here are some highlights of their many good 
works:

Our Religious Coordinator, Marilyn Robbat, proposed 
that we take the content of a Spiritual Aids booklet, 
written by Kh. Claudette Hanna in 1995, and redesign 
it in the form of a bookmark, with the help of Kh. Erin 
Kimmet. In this form it can be placed in one’s Bible 
and referred to for “Personal Needs,” “Praises,” and 
“Thanksgiving.” She also suggested our first “Book 
Club” in which our women read You Just Don’t Under-
stand: Men and Women in Conversation, by Deborah 
Tannen, Ph.D. A discussion was then held with Bishop 
JOHN at our Mid-Winter Meeting. In addition, prayers, 
psalms and verses to ponder were distributed through-
out the year.

Our Antiochian Women’s brochure was revamped and 
distributed to all of our churches by Kh. Suzanne Mur-
phy, Membership Coordinator. She also did a direct 
mailing of the “Yes We Do” DVD, as well as suggestions 
for increasing membership, to each chapter. Our hu-
manitarian efforts continue to grow under the direction 
of Kh. Dannie Moore. As one united organization we 
sent layette items to the “Treehouse Family Ministries.” 
Kh. Dannie has given many suggestions based on the 
booklet, Acts of Mercy.

Public Relations Officer Lucy Hanna continues to do 
an outstanding job on DIAKONIA, featuring a different 
diocese in each issue and a beautiful message from our 
Overseer, Archbishop JOSEPH.

Under the guidance of Vice President and Project Coor-
dinator, Dianne O’Regan, our women have worked tire-
lessly on our projects. Dianne has produced posters for 
each project, as well as a packet of materials needed 
for the month of March – “Women’s Month.” This year 
we included “I Am An Antiochian Woman” stickers to 
encourage woman to become involved in their local 
chapters, and to remind them that they do not have to 
be a part of their women’s organization to be an “Antio-
chian Woman.”

Additionally, we continue to support and promote four 
wonderful programs. They are

Orthodox Clergy Wives Weekend – Each fall, the An-
tiochian Women donate a thousand dollars to ensure 
that any of the wives of clergy or seminarians, unable to 
attend for financial reasons, will have the opportunity to 
do so and enjoy this spiritually fulfilling weekend.

Married Seminarians – Each of our married seminar-
ians receives a five hundred dollar gift at Christmas to 
show our love and support for these young men who 
have chosen to devote their life to the church.

Widowed Clergy Wives – Our “Widowed Clergy Wives” 

ministry continues to grow. At Christmas, we send each 
of them a gift card and note to let them know that we 
haven’t forgotten them, and are grateful for the role 
they played as the wife of a priest.

Antiochian Women Scholarship Program – From 
the dividends of a pre-existing fund set aside specifi-
cally for Antiochian Women in need, and from dona-
tions  received, we are able to provide scholarships to 
women who pursue education to improve their lives and 
 situation.

“Operation Lace-Up” – Through FOCUS, we have be-
come involved in a new project, entitled “Operation 
Lace Up.” Homeless children from cities and schools 
designated by the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act of 1987 will receive a new pair of shoes 

twice a year, donated by a well-known shoe company. 
The Antiochian Women will help sort the shoes by size 
and school.

On behalf of the Antiochian Women, I would like to ex-
tend my sincerest gratitude to Metropolitan PHILIP, our 
Founder, and our Venerable Hierarchs for their support 
in all of the good works we strive to accomplish. I thank, 
too, our Reverend Clergy and all of our Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ, who continue to support us. A special 
thank-you goes to Archbishop JOSEPH, our Hierarchi-
cal Overseer, who continues to inspire us with his won-
derful messages. I offer a heartfelt thank-you as well to 
Bishop JOHN, our Spiritual Advisor, for his guidance, 
support, patience and words of wisdom that enrich our 
lives at every meeting.

With great appreciation to my Executive Board for their 
dedication, commitment and exceptional work over the 

physicians, nurses, and psychologists of the day were 
often the monks themselves. St. Basil of Caesarea (370-
379) was trained in medicine and was reported to have 
worked with the monks in ministering to the ill and in-
firm. In fact, St. John Chrysostom, who was originally 
from Antioch, as Patriarch of Constantinople (390) used 
the wealth of the Church to open hospitals and other 
philanthropic institutions, which earned him great love 
from the people. Most notably, the healers had to be to-
tally committed to Christ, men of prayer and outstand-
ing physicians in the healing science of their day. This 
spirit serves as a model for this Antiochian Department.

The healing diaconia for individuals, families, Church 
and society, so needed in the increasingly secularized 
and de-Christianized world of the Third Millennium, is 
a contemporary continuation of the healing work of 
Christ and His saints. By the blessing of His Eminence, 
Sayidna PHILIP, the Department is part of the Antio-
chian Archdiocese of North America, but its outreach 
is meant to be “on behalf of all and for all.” My grateful 
thanks to the spiritual vision of Sayidna PHILIP.

The Department ministry is quintessentially witnessed 
by the growth of its Facebook page, which now numbers 
over 2,500 friends worldwide. Hierarchs, clergy, mon-
asteries, seminaries, and individuals from almost every 
country in the world are among them. My special thanks 
to our Antiochian priest, Fr. Hans Jacobse of St. Peter’s 
Antiochian Mission (Ft. Meyers, Florida), for maintain-
ing this page dedicated to our healing ministry. Thanks 
to Fr. Hans likewise for regularly posting on www.Ortho-
doxyToday.org and other Orthodox websites articles and 
presentations prepared by this Department concerning 
the healing ministry topics.

The work of the Department is greatly enhanced as 
well by our Antiochian Department of Internet Minis-
try, chaired by Doug Cramer and co-chaired by Andrew 
Frishman and Ginny Nieuwsma. Andrew, with whom 
I have closely worked, is especially a God-blessed, 
skilled and dedicated colleague. We at the Department 
are grateful, too, that we can work with Ancient Faith 
Radio, headed by John Maddox and assisted by Bobby 
 Maddox, in which a weekly Healing half-hour program 
is broadcast.

Of great importance to clinical psychologists and other 
mental health practitioners in understanding Orthodox 
Christianity and its application to psychotherapy is an 
article authored by the Department, “Eastern Orthodox 
Churches,” which will be Chapter 2 in the upcoming 
American Psychological Association book Handbook 
of Psychotherapy and Religious Diversity. Various 
other articles from the Department also reach out to 
the secular press.

We have all heard the expression, “the power behind 
the throne.” Well, in this case it is the “editor behind 
the throne.” The main editor is Anne Petach, with the 
occasional backup of Kh. Laura Sanders. Little of the 
healing apostolate could be accomplished without this 
invaluable editorial support. A third book is currently in 
the works: Applying the Beatitudes of Christ to Heal-
ing, to be edited by the publisher.

Several workshops and retreats for clergy and laity were 
given over the past two years. The topics included for-
giveness, understanding counseling in a pastoral setting, 
healing secularism in family and society, and the Ortho-
dox understanding of the body and sexuality. We have 
also responded to many e-mail questions and requests 
for guidance or information, and to many requests for 
teleconferences on a variety of psycho-spiritual issues.

Respectfully submitted in the healing Christ’s  
name,Fr. George Morelli 

Moved by Dan braun, and seconded by Fr. Daniel Rohan,  
the Assembly received the Report.

13/18. MRS. VIOLET ROBBAT, President, pre-
sented the Report of the Antiochian Women.

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

It is an honor and a pleasure to report to you on behalf 
of the North American Board of the Antiochian Women. 
On the occasion of our Fortieth Anniversary, we extend 
our deepest gratitude to his Eminence, Metropolitan 
PHILIP, for his vision and foresight in founding this won-
derful organization in 1973. Over the past two years, 
the Antiochian Women have been working diligently on 
many projects directed towards the needs of others and 
the religious edification of our women throughout this 
blessed Archdiocese. Their dedication, commitment and 
enthusiasm have brought to fruition all that they have 
strived for in furtherance of our mission of “serving 
Christ through serving others.”

Since our Convention in Chicago, we have had two sepa-
rate projects. For 2011–2012, we completed the third 
year of our project, the Convent of St. Thekla. Over 
319,000 dollars was raised. These monies were put 
toward the purchase of the new home of the Convent 
of St. Thekla in Glenville, Pennsylvania. For the year 
2012–2013, Metropolitan PHILIP entrusted the Antio-
chian Women to raise money for the Antiochian Village 
Tornado Relief Fund. Monies raised helped to defray the 
costs incurred from the destructive tornado that hit the 
Antiochian Village, costs not covered by insurance.

We have been blessed with many talented women who 
have worked tirelessly throughout the course of the past 
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desire for peace, reconciliation, and forgiveness must 
come from deep within each of us, as individuals and 
collectively. “Now all things are of God, who has recon-
ciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given 
us the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18).

Activity Summary
All our activities are intended to support our Hierarchy, 
our clergy and our parishes through community and 
leadership development, as well as training in peace-
making and reconciliation based on biblical principles.

A.  A seminar was presented in Chicago on the sources 
of confl ict in parishes (James 4:1–3) and the key prin-
ciples of biblical peacemaking. The response to that 
workshop was positive, with a number of inquiries made 
of Fr. John Mefrige, Dr. John Dalack, or myself. We were 
able to coach people on the principles and left ourselves 
available to them for ongoing consultation.

B.  Fr. John offered a community-building and peace-
making workshop for a parish in the Diocese of Los An-
geles and the West; he did this at the invitation of the 
parish and with the approval of Archbishop JOSEPH. 
Responses to the presentation included the following: “I 
think it has brought us together to understand the rea-
son we are going through the problems we have.” “The 
workshop was helpful in bringing the parish leadership 
together to consider its present circumstances in light 
of the past,” and “provided insight into what a Christian 
community should look like.”

C.  Attendance by Fr. John and myself at the Peacemaker 
Conference – Hope in Brokenness, September 2011. Fr. 
John enrolled in the Christian Conciliators Certifi cation 
program and studied in a seminar for four days; I en-
rolled in an advanced training seminar for four days that 
focused on Reconciling Church Confl ict.

D.  We have presented workshops at parishes and at the 
Village Camp on the topic of reconciliation and peace-
making. We currently are working with OCF to present 
this summer to a group of youth workers.

E.  We have, on the inquiry of our Metropolitan, Arch-
bishop and Auxiliary Bishops, provided consultation as 
requested on key topics related to crisis planning and 
intervention.

F.  A major goal of this Department is the establishment 
of a cadre of trained Christian Conciliators in each of 
the dioceses and within the Archdiocesan home offi ce. 
With the help of the Metropolitan and the Auxiliary 
Bishops we hope to identify, train and retain eight in-
dividuals from our Archdiocese (pastors and laity) who 
are committed to this ministry and willing to train with 
peacemakers. We have submitted a request for funding 
to the Order of St. Ignatius, intended specially to fund 

the training of these individuals through Peacemakers 
Ministries. By having one person trained in each diocese 
and at the Archdiocese, we will have the beginnings of 
a cadre of peacemakers who can support our hierarchs 
and work collaboratively with them to address issues of 
crisis, confl ict and concern that may arise.

G.  We have made presentations on the topics of peace, 
reconciliation and forgiveness to the graduating class at 
Holy Cross School of Theology and hope to do so in col-
laboration with St. Vladimir and St. Thikon.

H.  We are considering establishing a Web presence.

I.  We continue to provide enlivening sessions that are 
focused on the scriptural basis of reconciliation and for-
giveness.

J.  We continue our work with Mr. Ron Nicola, Chair 
of the Department of Stewardship, and are grateful for 
the opportunity to make presentations with him and to 
 create a handbook for parish councils.

Respectfully submitted, John D. Dalack, Ph.D., 
Fr. John Mefrige, Anthony S. bashir

Department of Lay Ministry
Moved by Fr. John Mehfrige, and seconded 

by Archdeacon David Nimr, the Assembly received the Report.

13/20. MR. RAED SWEISS and MS CAROL JAZ-
ZAR, Co-Chairs, presented the Report of the De-
partment of Convention Planning.

DEPARTMENT OF CONVENTION AND 
CONFERENCE PLANNING

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

With the blessing and support of His Eminence Metro-
politan PHILIP we would like to report on new initiatives 
and updated policies and procedures from the Depart-
ment of Convention and Conference Planning (DCCP).

The DCCP has been given the responsibility for oversee-
ing the planning and selection of all Archdiocese Con-
ventions, as well as all regional Parish Life Conferences.

A Conference Coordinator and Conference Planning 
Committee have been established in each diocese by the 
DCCP, in collaboration with the local Auxiliary Bishop. 
The Conference Coordinators and their local Commit-
tees will report and receive approval for the planning 
of the Parish Life Conferences by the local Auxiliary 
Bishop and the DCCP to ensure adherence to policy and 
procedures. The Conference Planning Committee will 
continue to work with the regional organizations in or-
der to facilitate the planning of the events at their Parish 
Life Conference. The Conference Coordinators will be 
members of the DCCP.

past two years: Dianne O’Regan, Vice President/Project 
Coordinator; Laila Ferris, Recording Secretary; Sherry 
Abraham Morrow, Treasurer; Lucy Hanna, Public Re-
lations; Cindy Nimey, Immediate Past President/Parlia-
mentarian/Scholarship; Anne Bourjaily-Thomas, Consti-
tution and By-Laws; Kh. Dannie Moore, Humanitarian; 
Kh. Suzanne Murphy, Membership; Marilyn T. Robbat, 
Religious; Deanna Nasser, Finance; and Kh. Barbara 
Baz, Widowed Clergy-Wives.

In addition, I thank our diocesan Presidents: Susanne 
Zeidan, Diocese of Ottawa, Eastern Canada and Up-
state New York; Fadia Juzdan, Diocese of New York and 
the Archdiocesan District and Diocese of Charleston, 
Oakland, and the Mid-Atlantic; Sheryl VanderWagen, 

Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest; Delores George, 
Diocese of Worcester and New England; Dorothy Tam-
pary, Diocese of Miami and the Southeast; Deana Bottei, 
Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America; and Melinda Benz, 
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West and Diocese of 
Eagle River and the North West. A heartfelt thank you 
to each and every one of you, as we continue to work 
together in God’s vineyard, as one united Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Women’s Organization, all for the 
Glory of God.

Your Sister in Christ, Violet K. Robbat, President, Antiochian 
Women – North American board

Mrs. Robbat introduced the new offi cers of the Antio-
chian Women: President Violet Robbat; Vice President 
Deanne O’Regan; Recording Secretary Laila Ferris; 

Treasurer Anne Bourjaily Thomas; Public Relations 
Lucy Hanna; and Assistant Public Relations Melissa 
Skocypec.

Moved by the North American board of the 
Antiochian Women, and seconded by the Project Coordinators, 

the Assembly received the Report.

3/19. DR. ANTONY S. BASHIR and DR. JOHN 
D. DALACK, Co-Chairmen, presented the Report 
of the Department of Lay Ministry.

DEPARTMENT OF LAY MINISTRY

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

Since our report to you in Chicago, we set the following 
goals for the Department:

A. To foster a culture of community, peace, and recon-
ciliation for the leaders of our parishes through educa-
tion, awareness of self, and group dynamics, using both 
Scripture and self-evaluative instruments to deepen the 
personal call to holiness and thereby confi rm the high 
calling of Christ to manifest the Kingdom of God as the 
very Body of Christ on earth.

B. To develop an Archdiocesan-wide program in church 
leadership (with the Department of Stewardship), as 
well as programs and consultations in the area of peace-
making and reconciliation. These programs are given so 
that “the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also 
you were called in one body” (Col. 3:15).

The Program on Peacemaking and Reconciliation
The mission of this Department is to teach practices that 
enhance church leadership and also practices that bring 
about the resolution of confl ict through reconciliation 
and forgiveness. Leadership development and the reso-
lution of confl ict allow forward movement in the par-
ish (Col. 3:13–17), producing communion where once 
were disputes and enmity. Great harm can come from 
prolonged and contentious confl ict. Confl ict, however, 
offers us an important opportunity to serve other people 
as stewards, to grow through these practices toward a 
union with Christ (theosis; cf. Rom. 8:28–29; 1 Cor. 
10:31–11:1; James 1:2–4), and give glory to God. A ma-
jor goal of the Department is to present a community-
building and peacemaking workshop for the local pastor 
and the congregation so as to empower them to address 
their own local issues. In applying biblical peacemaking 
principles, we trust in God’s compassion and mercy and 
take responsibility for the role we play in confl icts, al-
lowing ourselves to be restored as individuals and as a 
sacramental community. We genuinely seek peace and 
reconciliation, forgiving each other as Christ has for-
given us (Matt. 18:15–20; Eph. 4:1–3; Phil. 2:1–5). The 
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to families and assured the Assembly that they will dis-
cuss these questions with the new coordinators, keep-
ing in mind that beautiful facilities, food and beverages, 
cost money.

13/21. V. REV. JOSEPH PURPURA, Chairman, 
presented the Report of the Department of Youth 
and Parish Ministries.

DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH AND PARISH 
MINISTRIES

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

It is a great joy once again to be gathered together as 
our Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan family 
in North America. Having traveled many times in the 
past two years to every diocese in North America, I can 
say that the state of our youth is very good. Our young 
people love the Lord, they love and respect the Holy Or-
thodox Church, they love their bishops and their clergy, 
they love one another, and this love overflows in acts of 
loving their neighbors.

For the past thirty-two years, I have had the pleasure of 
working with SOYO on the diocesan and archdiocesan 
level. I have witnessed SOYO grow as a Christ-centered 
youth movement and every year this centeredness in 
Christ grows and develops. The greatest joy has been to 
see first-hand the witness our young people give to Christ 
and His Church. I have watched our young people pass 
through SOYO and grow into healthy, vibrant, Christ- 
loving adults. Today, we are blessed with many former 
SOYO members who are now bishops, priests, deacons, 
monastics, sub-deacons, choir directors, church school 
directors and teachers, and officers and members of our 
Archdiocesan Board of Trustees and parish councils, 
officers and members of the Fellowship of St John the 
Divine, the Antiochian Women and the Order of St. Ig-
natius. From the inception of our archdiocesan camps, 
our SOYO teens have served as counselors and direc-
tors both at the Antiochian Village Camp and all of our 
other camps across this Archdiocese. SOYO founded 
our Special Olympics Camp and provides all of theyteen 
coaches and many of the adult staff. SOYO funds this 
program, and has raised and spent over one and three 
quarter million dollars since the beginning. Orthodox 
Youth Outreach (OYO) was founded and established by 
SOYO and gifted to FOCUS (the Fellowship of Orthodox 
Christians United to Serve) as a pan-Orthodox Youth 
Outreach to young people and those who minister to 
them. We especially thank his Eminence, Metropolitan 
PHILIP, who has served and established this ministry as 
the Youth Movement of this Archdiocese.

The past two years have been very productive in the 
Youth Department and SOYO. The following is a brief 
highlight of our progress since we met as an Archdio-
cese in Chicago during July of 2011.

SOYO’s Metropolitan PHILIP Youth Workers Scholarship
Today, the North American Council of SOYO is present-
ing his Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP and the Antio-
chian Archdiocese, with 200,000 dollars to establish the 
Metropolitan PHILIP Youth Worker’s Scholarship Fund. 

This scholarship endowment is specifically for educat-
ing our Antiochian parish youth workers. We hope that 
the first scholarships will be granted in the fall of 2014 
for those students studying in the Antiochian House of 
Studies’ St. Stephen’s Youth Ministry Concentration and 
in other programs of Orthodox-approved, accredited 
study in youth ministry.

We encourage you to get involved. Donate to The Met-
ropolitan PHILIP Youth Workers Fund, because we 
need your help to grow this fund. Send your donation 
directly to the Archdiocese. Encourage a young person 
from your community to become a parish or diocesan 
Youth Worker. Encourage your Parish Youth Director/
SOYO Advisor to enroll in the St. Stephen’s Youth Min-
istry Concentration Program of Studies. This three-year, 
distance-learning program, with an additional year for 
writing a thesis, leads to a Master’s Degree in Applied 
Orthodox Theology through the Balamand University.

Educating Orthodox Youth Workers – Antiochian 
House of Studies Youth Ministry Concentration – The 
Saint Stephen’s program in the Antiochian House of 
Studies has developed a Certificate/Master’s Program 
with a concentration in Youth Ministry. This program is 
designed for parish youth workers to take over a four-
year period while they continue their work in the parish. 

Revision of the Convention and Conference Plan-
ning Manuals – The Convention and Conference Plan-
ning Manuals are currently being revised and updated 
to make them more user-friendly and pertinent to the 
planning and execution of successful Conventions and 
Parish Life Conferences.

Antiochian Events System – Commencing in 2013, all 
Parish Life Conferences and Archdiocese Conventions 
must use the Antiochian Events Registration System. 
The Department encourages all Parish Life Conferences 
and Archdiocese Conventions to charge a processing fee 
to all teens, adults and clergy who do not purchase any 
event ticket(s), in order to offset administrative expens-
es. It is the policy of the Department that no event ticket 
have a price less than the price of the processing fee.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. 
Michael Srour and Mr. Hani Abu Ghalzeh for their un-
wavering dedication to the continued development and 
upgrading of the Antiochian Events system. (See www.
antiochianevents.org.)

Parish Life Conferences – The department congratu-
lates the host parishes, pastors and committees for their 
tireless efforts on the recently completed Parish Life 
Conferences and to the parishes chosen to host the up-
coming Conferences in 2014.

2013 Parish Life Dates Host Parish
Conferences   and City

Diocese of New York/

Oakland July 3–7 St. Paul Church,
Emmaus, PA

Diocese of Los Angeles July 3–7 St. Luke Church,
Garden Grove, CA

Diocese of Miami June 19–23 St. Basil Church,
Metairie, LA

Diocese of Ottawa July 4–7 St. George Church,
Montreal, QC

Diocese of Toledo June 19–23 St. Michael Church,
Louisville, Ky

Diocese of Wichita June 5–8 St. Basil Church,
Kansas City, KS

Diocese of Worcester June 27–30 St. George Church,
Lowell, MA

2014 Parish Life Conferences
Diocese of New York/

Oakland July 2–6 St. George Church,
New Kensington, PA

Diocese of Los Angeles July 2–6 St. Nicholas Church,
San Francisco, CA

Diocese of Miami June 11–15 St. George Church,
Orlando, FL

Diocese of Ottawa July 3–6 St. Elias Church,
Syracuse, Ny

Diocese of Toledo June 25–29 St. John Church,
Ft. Wayne, IN

Diocese of Wichita June 11–15 St. Ephraim Church,
San Antonio, TX

Diocese of Worcester June 19–22 St. George Church,
Boston, MA

Archdiocese Conventions

51st Archdiocese Convention – July 21–28, 2013
St. George Church, Houston, TX
Fr. James Shadid, Pastor

52nd Archdiocese Convention – July 19–26, 2015
St. Mary’s Church, Cambridge, MA
Very Rev. Fr. Anthony Hughes, Pastor

53rd Archdiocese Convention Bid – July 23–30, 2017
St. George Cathedral, Coral Gables, Florida
Fr. Fouad Saba, Pastor

We gratefully thank His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP, 
for his guidance and continued support of the Depart-
ment of Convention and Conference Planning.

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Jazzar, DCCP Co-Chair, Raed O. Sweiss, DCCP Co-Chair

Moved by Fr. Fouad Saba, seconded by Andrea Abu Akel,  
the Assembly received the Report.

Fr. George Kevorkian adds that the combined Dioceses 
of Charleston & New York will hold conference at Antio-
chian Village for the first time.

In response to a question from the floor concerning 
attempts to reduce the cost of registration, accommo-
dations and events, Mr. Sweiss acknowledged the cost 
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encourage sexual abstinence outside of marriage, and 
encourage respect for the sanctity of the human body. 
OCCHY is developing local community networks to pre-
vent substance abuse and promote healthy living in par-
ishes of each diocese.

Through the Healthy Youth Initiative, we are developing 
a model for faith-based coalition-building, and for estab-
lishing, training, and leading substance abuse preven-
tion and intervention coalitions across America, as well 
as encouraging healthy sexuality and righteous living 
through awareness, education and mentoring.

In the fall of 2011, following that year’s Archdiocese 
Convention, we received the good news that our first 
coalition in the Greater Chicago area received a five-
year, $625,000 federal grant to reduce substance use 
amongst the Orthodox population of Greater Chicago 
and the Villages of Lincolnwood, Skokie, and Niles. An 
application for similar funding was submitted this spring 
for our Tucson Coalition, which has been developing at 
an excellent pace. We will receive a response regarding 
this grant application in the fall of 2013. We have other 
coalitions in development, but most work is currently at 
a standstill as we search for sufficient funding to con-
tinue this effort across our Archdiocese. Additional ac-
tive coalition-building is underway in Indianapolis and 
Louisville, with prospective work in Potomac, Boston 
and Livonia. We thank Kh. Kathleen A. Purpura, Execu-
tive Director of OCCHY, for her contribution to raising 
Healthy Youth across this Archdiocese.

Youth Survey
As part of our Healthy Youth efforts, we conducted a 
major study in 2012 across the United States and Can-
ada of the use of alcohol, tobacco, marijuana and other 
drugs among our Antiochian Orthodox Christian teens 
to understand better the needs of our high school and 
college students. We were also looking at issues that we 
believe stand in the way of our teens succeeding in life 
and staying in the Church. The study revealed that as 
an Archdiocese, as a Department serving the youth, as 
clergy of the Church, as parents, and as youth workers, 
we need to take immediate action to delay and reduce 
the use of alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, and other drugs 
in our Antiochian Orthodox teen population. We found 
that nearly one out of every two young men ages 16 to 
18 were out drinking in the thirty days prior to taking 
our survey. Further, we found that under-age drinking 
begins to emerge at age 13 and quickly escalates by 
ages 14 and 15.

Here is how you can get involved: start a Healthy Youth 
Coalition in Your Community; become a Sector Member 
in an OCCHY Coalition; educate youth about healthy 
choices; plan substance-free activities; donate to the 

Healthy Youth Initiative; end misuse of the Argileh; and 
read, use, and promote www.HealthyYouth.com.

We are concerned about our Archdiocese teenage popu-
lation’s use of alcohol, tobacco and marijuana because 
of the large impact these behaviors have on our teens’ 
brain development, their moral choices, their overall 
health, and their ability to succeed in life and to live in a 
way that enables them to stay in the Church.

The greatest challenge we have in the Department of 
Youth for addressing these issues is the lack of funding 
for this effort. Those wishing to help may mail dona-
tions to the Archdiocese or the Department of Youth for 
this effort and or go online to www.HealthyYouth.com 
and make an online donation. All donations for this pur-
pose will directly fund our effort to reduce and delay the 
use of alcohol, tobacco and marijuana in our Orthodox 
teen population.

Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North 
and Central America Committee for Youth
One of the Committees established by the newly formed 
Assembly of Bishops here in North America is the Com-
mittee for Youth. The Committee for Youth is charged 
with identifying and cataloging all jurisdictional youth 
programs (camps, age-specific groups, and so forth), 
identifying and cataloging all joint youth programs (for 
example, OCF), and developing models for coordinat-
ing youth-oriented activities and programs that both 
minimize duplication and maximize the participation of 
young people in the life of the Church. Read more about 
the purpose and accomplishments of the Committee for 
Youth at assemblyofbishops.org/committees/youth/

Bishop THOMAS is the chairman of the Committee for 
Youth of the Assembly of Bishops. Fr. Joseph Purpura 
serves as the Facilitator for the Committee for Youth. 
All of our Diocesan SOYO Spiritual Advisors and Youth 
Directors and our Executive Director of Healthy Youth, 
Kathleen Purpura, serve as Consultants, along with the 
Jurisdictional and Diocesan Youth Directors from the 
other Orthodox jurisdictions. We thank His Grace, Bish-
op THOMAS, for his work as the episcopal overseer of 
this department and his leadership as Chairman of the 
Committee for Youth for the Assembly of Bishops.

The Youth Consultants for the Committee for Youth have 
had several meetings since the 2011 Archdiocese Con-
vention. Jurisdictional Youth Directors have committed 
to four meetings per year, of which at least one will be 
face-to-face, for the enhancement of our work and coop-
eration in the area of youth work. In 2013 the Orthodox 
Jurisdictional Youth Directors have already met once in 
person and twice via online conferencing technology.

This committee has provided many new opportunities 
for us to cooperate in areas affecting our Orthodox 

Parishes are encouraged to facilitate their parish youth 
workers enrollment, participation and completion of 
this program. Additional information on the Youth Min-
istry Concentration can be found at www.antiochian.
org/studies/st-stephens-ma-program.

Fr. Joseph Purpura teaches Youth Ministry for St. Ste-
phens Antiochian House of Studies Residency and Cer-
tificate/Master’s Program, and the Antiochian House of 
Studies Youth Ministry Concentration. He was recently 
invited to teach the St. Vladimir’s Seminary Youth Minis-
try class in their newly formed Doctoral Program.

Other Youth Ministry Educational Opportunities
These support your Parish Youth Director/SOYO Advisor 
so that he or she can attend the annual Orthodox Chris-
tian Youth Workers Conference, January 23–25, 2014, 

at the Antiochian Village.

Parish Retreats and Workshops
Fr. Joseph speaks on issues affecting the young people 
of our parishes and on ways of engaging youth in the life 
of the Church. He is available to do retreats and work-
shops for teens, parents, families, and parish councils.

The Francis Maria Scholarship – The Francis Maria 
Scholarship Fund has granted over $130,000 through 
52 awards to worthy college students. On behalf of His 
Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP, and the Francis Maria 
Scholarship Committee, we will award several addition-
al $2,500 Scholarships to college students this July dur-
ing the Archdiocese Convention.

The Francis Maria Scholarship fund currently has 
 approximately $360,000 invested through the Arch-
diocese. We are grateful to the Archdiocese for the 
 excellent job they have done in growing the fund since 
the  Foundation placed it with the Archdiocese. This 
scholarship is open to all students who will attend an ac-
credited undergraduate college during the fall following 
their application. The application deadline each year is 
May 15th.

Frank Maria
Frank Maria represented the Antiochian Archdiocese 
at the World Council of Churches General Assembly in 
1983 and served as a member of the Archdiocese del-
egation to the National Council of Churches for many 
years. His work as Chairman of the Department of Near 
East Affairs of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Arch-
diocese of North America and his involvement in the Na-
tional Council of Churches consumed virtually all of his 
time and energies in the 1970s and 1980s. Frank urged 
Christians to realize that they had a duty to be concerned 
for the oppressed, homeless, and injured throughout the 
world, and especially in the birthplace of Christianity. 
Metropolitan PHILIP presented Frank Maria with the 
Antonian Gold Medal in 1993. Prior to his death, Frank 
donated the first $125,000 to this scholarship fund. Fol-
lowing his death, the Chairman of the Francis Maria 
Foundation, the Very Rev. Joseph F. Purpura, and the 
Foundation Trustees donated another $100,000. Today, 
the endowment totals approximately $360,000, provid-
ing thousands of dollars in scholarships each year from 
the investment proceeds of these funds.

Again, we encourage you to get involved. Donate to the 
Francis Maria Scholarship Fund to help grow this fund 
and provide more scholarships to our Orthodox young 
people. For scholarship information, see www.antiochi-
an.org/scholarships.

Orthodox Christian Coalition for Healthy Youth
The Healthy Youth Initiative offers communities an op-
portunity to combat substance abuse, prevent bullying, 
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Youth Department Team 2013–2014
NAC and Diocesan Youth Directors and SOYO Spiritual Advisors 2013–2014

Diocese First Name Last Name Office E-mail Address 

Archdiocese V. Rev. Dr. Joseph Purpura Chairman of the
   Department of youth FrJoseph@Orthodoxyouth.com 
Department 
of Youth Kh. Kathleen Purpura Executive Director of
   OCCHy Kathleen@Orthodoxyouth.com

Los Angeles and
the West and 
Eagle River Deacon John Ma’ae youth Director johnmaae@gmail.com 

Los Angeles and 
the West and 
Eagle River V. Rev. Michael Laffoon Spiritual Advisor frmlaffoon@yahoo.com 

Miami and 
the Southeast Andrew Anthony youth Director jaxyouth@hotmail.com 

Miami and 
the Southeast Fr. Philip Rogers Spiritual Advisor FrPhilipRog@gmail.com 

NAC SOYO Fr. Fouad Saba NAC SOyO 
   Spiritual Advisor frsaba@gmail.com 

NAC SOYO V. Rev. Anthony yazge NAC SOyO 
   Priest in charge 
   of Special Olympics franthony@antiochianvillage.org 
Dioceses of 
the East Kh Hend Kevorkian youth Director HendK99@optonline.net

Dioceses of 
the East Fr. Demetrios Makoul Spiritual Advisor Athos1999@yahoo.com 

Ottawa, Eastern 
Canada and Upstate
New York Alex younes Spiritual Advisor habibi8thday@gmail.com

Ottawa, Eastern 
Canada and Upstate 
New York Caroline El-Chaar youth Director elchaar.caroline@gmail.com

Toledo and 
the Midwest V. Rev. Patrick Kinder Spiritual Advisor FatherPatrick@SaintIgnatiusChurch.org

Toledo and 
the Midwest Amal Michael youth Director amal17m@yahoo.com 

Wichita and 
Mid-America Fr. Daniel Bethancourt Spiritual Advisor frdanielb@gmail.com 

Wichita and 
Mid-America Erin Ghata Full-Time 
   Parish youth
   Director erin.ghata@gmail.com 
Worcester and 
New England Gregory Abdalah youth Director abdalah.g@gmail.com 

Worcester and 
New England V. Rev. Joseph Kimmett Spiritual Advisor GeoNorwood@aol.com 

youth and to bring our talents and resources together. 
Each January, the Jurisdictional Youth Directors, en-
dorsed by the Assembly, hold a Youth Worker and Camp-
ing Conference. We encourage parishes to send their 
youth workers to this conference. The 2014 Conference 
will take place at the Antiochian Village from January 
23-25, 2014.

Internet Ministries – We continue our online presence 
to serve our young people, their parents, clergy, and 
SOYO Advisors through the following sites:

a. www.teenSOYO.org

b. www.antiochan.org/youth

c. www.antiochian.org/SOYO

d. www.orthodoxyouth.org

e. www.HealthYouth.com

f.  h t tps : / /www.facebook.com/pages /NAC -
SOYO/97687914607

To join our e-mail list, text SOYO to 22828, or go to 
www.teenSOYO.org (the top center of the page). Once 
you enter your e-mail address you will be able to select 

from our various 
lists.

We continue to use 
Constant Contact 
as an online means 
to push informa-
tion to our clergy 
and youth leaders, 
as well as Facebook 
and other online 
means of com-
munication. Both 
our North Ameri-
can Council (NAC) 
SOYO Officers and 
the Jurisdictional 
Youth Directors of 
the Assembly of 
Bishops have ex-
tensively used our 
Go-To-Meeting ac-
count to hold online 
meetings and ac-
complish more this 
year than in years 
past.

SOYO Special 
Olympics 
Athletes, Coaches, 
Trainers, Fundrais-

ers, Sports Games, Worldwide Competition, Teen Ser-
vice, Rays of Hope, Abilities not Disabilities

To get involved, volunteer as a Teen Coach or as a State 
Coach, raise money for Special Olympics, or seek a pro-
fessional full-time position.

Special Olympics Sports Camp is the premier SOYO out-
reach program, and it is now in its thirty-third year of 
service for the Special Olympic athletes of the State of 
Pennsylvania. In addition to the funds raised by Teen 
SOYO Special Olympics Awareness Day and the Order 
of St Ignatius of Antioch, the teens provide at least half 
the coaching staff and many former teens come on staff 
as adult leaders, in addition to our teen staffing. We 
thank our SOYO Priest in Charge of Special Olympics, 
Fr.  Anthony Yazge.

Athletes are the heart of the Antiochian Village Special 
Olympics Sports Camp. The athletes are children and 
adults from Pennsylvania who have intellectual dis-
abilities. Our teen coaches teach athletes to see their 
abilities, to try new sports, to grow more confident, 
to become leaders (while our teens become leaders 
themselves). Funding is raised from Special Olympics 
 Awareness Day.

Over the years, our teens have raised nearly one and 
three-quarter million dollars. Additional funds are re-
ceived from athletes’ families and friends.

Special Olympics Awareness Day 2012 – This was the 
best collection SOYO has made in the more than thirty 
years that SOYO has been raising money for this min-
istry. The amount they raised, coupled with an $8,000 
grant from the Order of St Ignatius, will cover the ap-
proximate $62,000 cost of this year’s SOYO/PASO Spe-
cial Olympics Sports Camp. Most of the funds expended 
go to the Antiochian Village Camp for use of the camp 
facilities and food costs.

As of June 18, 2013, the Special Olympics Awareness 
Day (October 2012) collection had raised $53,697.93.

The YES Program 
Available for teen outreach, the YES program (Youth 
Equipped to Serve) was started by Teen SOYO as OYO 
– Orthodox Youth Outreach. Teen SOYO “gave” OYO to 
FOCUS North America, and the name was changed to 
YES. YES provides opportunities for junior high and 
high school students to participate in formative week-
ends of service, with the ultimate purpose being to raise 
up a generation of Orthodox Christians who lead others 
in living out the mission of the Church to love and serve 
our most needy neighbors. We thank Katrina Bitar for 
her years of service to our OYO/YES Ministry. See //yes-
northamerica.org/. Get involved: sponsor a YES trip in 
your community; design a Local Service Project.
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has tremendously helped the communication between 
the dioceses and has created an immediate resource for 
officers and teens.

Unity Committee 
At the last Archdiocesan Convention in Chicago, Illinois, 
because of our passion for Orthodox unity, we created a 
committee specifically to work on unity within the dio-
ceses and parishes. As teens, we are blessed with the 
passionate ability to love and want to be around other 
teens. With that desire of being united in our faith and 
growing closer in fellowship, it was only natural for 
SOYO to take on this committee. We have focused on 
raising awareness in local Orthodox churches so that 
they incorporate SOYO in retreats and gatherings.

Orthodox Christian Coalition for Healthy Youth 
(OCCHY)
 From the continued work of Fr. Joseph Purpura and Kh. 
Kathleen Purpura, the Orthodox Christian Coalition for 
Healthy Youth has continued to flourish. This coalition 
was created to educate pre-teens, teens, young adults, 
and parents on living a healthy Christian life. It focuses 
on education on substance abuse, specifically the abuse 
of alcohol and drugs. There are several coalitions across 
our Archdiocese. For more information on starting a 
coalition or getting information regarding substance 
abuse, go to www.healthyyouth.com.

Youth Worker’s Fund 
The Youth Worker’s Fund has been an ongoing SOYO 
project since July 2003. This is a fund specifically cre-
ated to give back to the youth workers who give of their 
time and talents to SOYO. It provides scholarships for 
youth workers within our Archdiocese. We are blessed 
and proud to announce that our Youth Worker’s Fund 
has raised a total of $200,000.

Along with these projects and ministries, SOYO has on-
going projects, such as the Special Olympics, the Sacred 
Gift of Life, the Good Samaritan Project, the Purity-Vir-
ginity-Chastity program, and SOYO Leadership Train-
ing. With the annual contribution from the Order of St. 
Ignatius, Teen SOYO conducts Leadership Training for 
the incoming diocesan officers. In this training, officers 
learn how to be Christian leaders through service and 
spiritual discussions, as well as etiquette for running a 
meeting, how to speak to a group, and the logistics of 
SOYO ministries. Special Olympics, which has been a 
part of Teen SOYO for 32 years, has grown exponen-
tially through increased contributions across the Arch-
diocese. We are blessed to be able to contribute to this 
ministry every year.

I have been completely blessed to have been a part of 
this wonderful ministry of SOYO, and it has been an hon-
or to serve the youth of this Archdiocese as President 

of the North American Council of SOYO for the past 
two years. Nothing in SOYO would be possible without 
the continued love and support from the Chairman of 
the Department of Youth Ministries and North Ameri-
can Council SOYO Youth Advisor, Fr. Joseph Purpura, 
and the Spiritual Advisor of the North American Council 
SOYO, Fr. Fouad Saba. We thank you for your service to 
this ministry. On behalf of SOYO, we also want to thank 
Our father in Christ, Metropolitan PHILIP, and all who 
have contributed to this youth ministry. SOYO is blessed 
beyond belief, and will continually strive to “build up the 

body of Christ.” Please pray for us, as we continue to 
serve the youth of this Archdiocese.

Respectfully submitted, Laney Wagoner, President, NAC SOYO 
2012–2013

At the conclusion of her report, Ms. Wagoner an-
nounced the new officers for SOYO: President Jordan 
Kurzum, Vice President Hibbah Kaileh, Secretary Dani-
ella Batarseh, and Treasurer Alexandra Bojrab.

Bishop THOMAS congratulated all the youth workers 

SOYO Financial Information (as of June 24, 2013)

NAC SOYO General Operating Fund – 

Checking $7,985.71

Special Olympics Reserve Fund – 

Merrill Lynch Investments $61,453.28

Special Olympics – Bank of America 

Savings and Checking $59,109.50

Youth Worker Education Fund – 

Merrill Lynch Investments and 

Bank of America Savings $200,298.06

SOYO Leadership Conference
We are training our young people in leadership and 
management skills, as NAC and Diocesan SOYO officers. 
Workshops and discussion groups address public speak-
ing competence and other leadership proficiencies. The 
SOYO Leadership Conference continues to serve as an 
excellent vehicle for training our SOYO leaders, building 
bonds among our SOYO leaders and advisors, and as a 
time in which our Youth Movement can explore and set 
directions for new and innovative ways of meeting the 
needs of our young people and keeping them actively 
involved in the Church as disciples and leaders. The 
SOYO Leadership Conference is a means to develop and 
promote unity in our youth movement across our Antio-
chian Archdiocese and has proven itself as a means of 
raising Orthodox leaders and disciples for the Church.

Disciples and Leaders
SOYO continues to promote Youth Month work each Oc-
tober, PVC (Purity, Virginity, and Chastity) and Sacred 
Gift of Life Sunday each January, the Great Friday Vigil 
each Holy Week, The Good Samaritan Project through-
out the year, and ongoing charitable work across North 
America, YES, Project Mexico, FOCUS, IOCC, OCMC, 
and many others in every community of this archdio-
cese. SOYO continues to be a force in our parishes, at 
delegates meetings, the annual Midwinter Meetings, as 
well as Parish Life Conferences.

I am pleased with the progress of SOYO and especially 
thank our teen leaders, Spiritual Advisors, Youth Direc-
tors, and donors, for their continued love, dedication, 
and commitment to Christ and His Holy Orthodox 
Church. We thank Laney Wagoner, our NAC SOYO Presi-
dent, and all of our NAC SOYO Officers, for their excel-
lent work and leadership over the past two years.

2014 Conference Theme and Logo – The Bible Bowl 
and Oratorical topics appear at the end of this report. 
We continue to prepare and make available the Bible 
Bowl and the Teen Bible Study Site. The 2013 Bible 

Bowl Study site (www.orthodoxyouth.org/Mark) was es-
tablished and well-used by our teens and adults across 
the Archdiocese to prepare for the 2013 Bible Bowl Fes-
tivals. The Bible Bowl Topic for 2014 is the Gospel of 
Luke. The 2014 Bible Bowl Study site is at www.ortho-
doxyouth.org/Luke.

In closing, I thank His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP, 
for his continued dedication to the well-being of our 
youth, and all of our Diocesan Bishops for their sup-
port, efforts, and prayers for and with our youth. I thank 
our Archdiocese Board of Trustees, The Order of St Ig-
natius, the Fellowship of St John the Divine, The Antio-
chian Women, the SOYO Spiritual Advisors, Youth Direc-
tors, and Officers of SOYO and the countless number 
of volunteers and donors across this great Archdiocese 
who minister to our young people and financially sup-
port this ministry, and who have made this ministry a 
great joy.

Respectfully submitted, V. Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Purpura, Chairman, 
Department of Youth and Parish Ministry

13/22. MISS LANEY WAGONER, President, pre-
sented the Report of NAC Teen SOYO.

NAC TEEN SOYO
Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
July 22–28, 2013

The North American Council of SOYO was blessed again 
to complete a fruitful and successful year. We have been 
continuing to work on existing projects and incorpo-
rate ideas for new projects to revitalize SOYO. All of the 
officers have worked extremely hard within their dio-
ceses and the Archdiocese to maintain productivity and 
faithfulness at the parish level. I would like to person-
ally thank every officer for their continued work on up-
holding and embodying SOYO’s four pillars of Worship, 
Witness, Service, and Fellowship. God bless your work 
within our faith and Church.

Since our last Archdiocesan gathering in Chicago, 
Illinois, in 2011, SOYO has flourished in many new 
and exciting ways. We have been blessed with hard-
working and diligent officers. Below are a few SOYO 
ministries that have had an impact on the teens of this 
Archdiocese.

www.TeenSOYO.org – With the increased use of social 
media as a means of communication, SOYO has a new 
home on the Internet. Through this tool we provide re-
sources for our teens across the Archdiocese. On the 
website we have all the components of our SOYO Lead-
ership Training binder, which includes diocesan reports, 
information on SOYO’s many ongoing projects, and 
updated information on teen events and retreats. This 
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Capital Improvements
With nearly 50 buildings and a variety of other venues 
at the camp, there is always the need for regular mainte-
nance and upkeep. Most of this responsibility falls on the 
capable shoulders of our maintenance staff. And on the 
rare occasion that they are unable to resolve the problem, 
we have developed a network of local service-providers 
that are familiar with our facilities. With regard to more 
significant capital improvements, we have made every 
attempt to be careful stewards of our funds. We have 
worked hard to make improvements, as well as provide 
regular maintenance to the facilities over the past year, 
from our Reserve for Capital Improvements and direct 
donations. The following is a summary of the significant 
improvements and repairs reimbursed since last summer 
from the Reserves for Capital Improvements:

· Challenge Course development

·  Grading and graveling roads through Challenge Course 
and Overnight Sites

· Database and Online Registration development

·  Replacing steps and walkway to the St. Thekla’s Shrine 
and Outdoor Chapel

·  Printing of a new edition of the Camp Service Book for 
all Antiochian camps

·  Installation of an additional Ansul (Fire Suppression) 
System in the Dining Hall and Kitchen

· Purchase of a used pickup truck for Camp use

·  Replacement of the LCD projector in the Dining Hall

·  Installation of fiber optics in the Dining Hall and the 
Health Center

Tornado Report – We settled our insurance claim re-
garding the tornado at the end of October in the amount 
of $1,118,073.55. This settlement amount is due in 
large part to our Public Adjustors, Gentili and Rossini. A 
great deal of work has been done since the beginning of 
November, thanks to our contractor, Bryan Quinn. The 
following has been accomplished:

·  Demolished: old cabins 11, 12, 21, 22, 23, clergy cabin

·  Demolished and rebuilt: cabins 3 & 4, 7 & 8, 23 & 24, 
female staff cabin

· Partially demolished and rebuilt: cabins 11 & 12

· Numerous other buildings repaired

· Trees removed and cleaned up

The following still needs to be done after the summer 
camping season:

· Clergy cabin

· Arts & Crafts building

· Replacing pool light

· Tree removal and clean up

· Reforesting, landscaping, road repair

Every year there are challenges, and this year is no dif-
ferent. The two greatest challenges that we face this 
summer are staffing for our food service and finding ad-
ditional scholarship funding. Unfortunately, we had our 
kitchen manager inform us this week that she will be 
unable to work this summer because of a family illness 
that requires her attention. We are actively exploring so-
lutions. We are appealing to our alumni for scholarship 
donations and they have been generous.

Thank you to His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP, His 
Grace, Bishop THOMAS, our beloved hierarchs, Mr. 
Robert Laham, Sameh Khouzam, all the members of the 
Village Council and the many members of the Order of 
St. Ignatius of Antioch for their consistent support of the 
camp program. On a personal note, I am truly blessed to 
be part of the ministry of the Antiochian Village and to 
work alongside our camp team of Marek Simon, Dn. Da-
vid Jacobs, Tatiana Jacobs, and all of our terrific staff. It 
has been a pleasure working with Paul Finley, the Execu-
tive Director of the Conference Center for the past six 
years, and I welcome John Scanlan, the new Executive 
Director and look forward to the work that lies ahead 
for all of us at the Antiochian Village.

It is my pleasure and blessing to serve our children and 
the many faithful that come to the Village every year. 
I thank you for your visit this weekend, and hope and 
pray that you will come back often, especially during the 
summer, to see the fruit of the work of the Church when 
our campers are present. If I may, I ask one last thing of 
each and every one of you – please pray for us daily as 
we seek God’s will in all things.

Respectfully submitted,
V. Rev. Anthony G Yazge, Camp Director

and noted that a pan-Orthodox meeting of youth work-
ers will take place for the third year at Antiochian Village.

Moved by Jane Tadros, and seconded by Jamil Samara, 
the Assembly received the Reports of the Department of Youth and 

Parish Ministries and NAC SOYO.

13/23. MR. KHALIL SAMARA introduced a video 
with an overview of all eight camps and presented 
the Report of the Antiochian Village Camp and the 
Department of Camping on behalf of FR. ANTHO-
NY YAZGE, Chairman.

REPORT OF THE 
ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE CAMP

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

This past year we have been in recovery mode, while 
tending to our regular programming throughout the 
year. We are pleased to report that we have made the 
majority of the repairs to the buildings that were dam-
aged by the tornado on June 1, 2012. We still have some 
work to do, but we are ready for our campers and will 
house all of them in our cabins this summer. We are 
presently training our staff as they prepare for the 1,042 
campers currently registered (compared to the 1,021 
campers in 2012). For the third straight year we have 
set a new record in attendance. As of June 5, our enroll-
ment is as follows:

2013 Dates 2013 2012

Session 1 

(one week) June 16 – 23 44 of 50 56 of 56

Session 1 

(two weeks) June 16 – 28 180 of 204 185 of 198

Session 2 June 30 – July 12 265 of 265 251 of 254

Session 3 July 14 – 26 258 of 258 244 of 254

Session 4 July 28 – August 9 268 of 268 268 of 268

Byzantine Chanting 

Camp Session 1 June 16 – 28 14 of 14 13 of 14

Byzantine Chanting 

Camp Session 2 June 30 – 12 3 of 3 5 of 14

Iconography Camp July 14 – 22 10 of 11 7 of 14

Family Camp 

(Spring) May 24 – 27 34 Families 33 Families

Programs 
Our regular camping programs (Summer Camp, Winter 
Camp, Family Camp and Sacred Arts Camps) continue 
to be strong traditions and successful programs. Our 
Summer Camp still is the primary ministry for us, and 
not only are we viewed as a leading Orthodox Camp, but 
we are being recognized as a premiere camp in camp-
ing circles according to our colleagues at the American 
Camp Association. With all four programs going strong, 
we will try to focus more attention on building upon our 
newer ministries: Outdoor and Environmental Educa-
tion and our Challenge Course.

Our Outdoor and Environmental Education program 
has stayed stable with a group of home-school families 
that come one day a month and the Ligonier  Valley Mid-
dle School Sixth Grade, which spent two days at camp 
in May. We are reaching out to other school  districts 
with the hope of attracting their use of our facilities 
and/or programming. In a tightening budget world in 
public education, this is proving to be challenging. 
Tatiana Jacobs, our Education Director, has secured 
one grant from Wal-Mart’s foundation for our program 
and is  pursuing others. We also are beneficiaries of a 
matching gift program by a donor who will be contribut-
ing $1,000 each month that will be matched by Micro-
soft Corporation.

We are preparing to market more aggressively our Chal-
lenge Course business by appealing to school sports 
teams and even the corporate world. We have several 
local high school teams that participate, and we are 
actively working with a major employer in the area for 
their business.

Because of the tornado last year, we were unable to host 
two rental groups that were scheduled to attend camp 
the week after the tornado. One of those groups unfor-
tunately returned to the camp they previously used and 
will not be returning to the Village. We are pleased to 
report that we have a new rental group coming at the 
end of October, which is projected to generate between 
$3,000 and $5,000.

Scholarships
 Although our attendance is increasing, so is the need 
for scholarships. We are very blessed and grateful that 
the Order of St. Ignatius meets a great part of this need. 
This year the Order has increased its commitment by 
providing $190,000 in scholarship funding for all eight 
of the Archdiocese camping programs. The Village is 
scheduled to receive approximately $100,000. At pres-
ent, we have additional scholarship funding of nearly 
$20,000 from various sources, including our alumni and 
their efforts on Ft. Ligonier Days. We still have unmet 
scholarship needs of approximately $10,000.
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6. Camp St. George – August 12–17
7. Camp Transfiguration, Session 2 – August 18–24

Anniversaries 
Our camps are all becoming established programs with 
strong local traditions. This year, Camp Transfiguration 
celebrated its tenth anniversary with a celebratory ban-
quet the weekend of May 17–19, 2013. Camp St. Thekla 
is planning a special celebration the last weekend of 
September in 2013 in Franklin, Tennessee, to mark its 
tenth anniversary. Camp St. Mary will also celebrate its 
tenth anniversary this year.

On behalf of our camping programs and all of the 
campers, we thank the Order of St. Ignatius for their 
generosity and unwavering commitment in providing 
scholarships to our campers. We offer our gratitude 
and appreciation to His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP, 
our beloved hierarchs, and members of the Archdio-
cese Board of Trustees, for their vision and guidance 
in providing our young people with an Orthodox Chris-
tian camping experience. Lastly, we thank the directors, 
staff, donors and volunteers that work so hard all year 
long to run our camping programs and make a place 
where those who camp can have a living experience of 
the Holy Orthodox Faith.

In His Service, V. Rev. Anthony G. Yazge, 
Chairman Khalil G. Samara, Vice-Chairman 

Moved by Fr. Michael Nasser, and seconded by Fr. Moussa Had-
dad, the Assembly received the Reports.

13/24. MRS. JENNIFER NAHAS, Chair of Or-
thodox Christian Fellowship (OCF), presented the 
Report of the Department of College Ministry on 
behalf of Fr. Anthony Yazge.

DEPARTMENT OF COLLEGE MINISTRY

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

The official collegiate campus ministry of the Orthodox 
Churches in North America is the Orthodox Christian 
Fellowship (OCF). Each jurisdiction works with OCF to 
help keep our young people connected to Christ and His 
Holy Church while they are faced with the difficult chal-
lenges of college and campus life. I am pleased to share 
with you that our Archdiocese is very well represented 
in the ministry of OCF: Jennifer Nahas (St. Mary, Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts) serves as the Executive Director, 
Tanya Schillawski (St. Mary, Pawtucket, Rhode Island) is 
the new Chairperson of the Student Advisory Board, and 
I have the pleasure of serving on the Board of Directors 
as the Treasurer.

The mission of OCF is to support fellowships (chap-
ters) on college campuses, whose members experience 

and witness to the Orthodox Christian Church through 
community life, prayer, service to others and study of 
the Faith. I encourage all of the faithful to visit the OCF 
website (www.ocf.net) for complete information about 
this exciting and life-transforming ministry. In order to 
accomplish the mission and keep our college students 
connected to Christ and His Church, OCF has a number 
of national programs, from the “First Forty Days” to the 
Day of Prayer, to Real Break and several College Confer-
ences, as well as the numerous retreats and local activi-
ties that the various fellowships establish.

One of the goals of the ministry is to have well-trained 
staff on the ground at our college campuses to serve 
full-time. At present in the southeast, OCF has put into 
place a staff member to work directly with our students 
on a number of campuses. To make this and the rest of 
the ministry a reality it takes funding. You may donate 
online or send your contributions to OCF at 50 Goddard 
Avenue, Brookline, MA 02445.

The other and most important way to assist in the minis-
try of OCF is to submit the names and contact informa-
tion of our college students. OCF has set up an online 
page to submit student information: http://www.ocf.net/
pages/studentcontact.aspx. Please help us keep your 
students connected to Christ and His Church at this 
critical time of their lives. We also ask that you pray for 
the ministry as well.

In His Service,
V. Rev. Anthony G. Yazge, Chair, Department of  College Ministry

Moved by Fr. John Hamatie, and seconded by Fr. Nicholas Dahdal, 
the Assembly received the Report.

The General Assembly recessed at 4:05 p.m. 
and reconvened with the recitation of the Lord’s 
Prayer and the Troparion of Pentecost in both Ar-
abic and English at 10:35 a.m. on Friday.

13/25. MRS. JANE TADROS, President, present-
ed the Report of the Fellowship of St. John the 
Divine.

NAC FELLOWSHIP OF
ST. JOHN THE DIVINE

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

It has truly been an honor and a privilege to serve as 
president of the Fellowship of St. John the Divine for the 
last four years, and for the previous four years as Vice 
President. It is an amazing organization, filled with dedi-
cated, kind, and wonderful people whom I have enjoyed 
meeting and working with.

The one consistent comment that I have heard as an 

DEPARTMENT OF CAMPING

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

The Antiochian Archdiocese is blessed with eight camp-
ing programs, which are each ministering to young 
people in their respective geographic areas. Each camp 
is unique in its characteristics and facility, yet all are 
following the same mission of presenting young people 
with a living experience of the Orthodox Christian faith. 
While each camp has its own, mostly volunteer, staff 
which plans and executes its program, the Department 
of Camping oversees each program to insure that the 
highest safety guidelines are followed, a consistent pro-
gram is presented at all of our camps, and accreditation 
is maintained, and it oversees the distribution of the Or-
der of St. Ignatius Scholarships to each camp.

Order of St. Ignatius Scholarships
Thanks to the generosity of the Order of St. Ignatius, 
$190,000 in scholarship assistance has been allocated 
to 872 campers who are each attending one of the eight 
camps. Of that total, $126,257 was distributed through 
parish scholarships, and the remaining was distributed 
to campers who requested additional financial help. We 
have encouraged each of our camps to appeal to their 
alumni and local diocese parishes to seek additional 
funding for local scholarships for each camp.

Accreditation
Accreditation by the American Camp Association (ACA) 
and the Ontario Camp Association (OCA) ensures that 
each of our camps is upholding the highest standards 
of safety, supervision, and training, while caring for 
our young people. In 2012, Camp St. Mary of Egypt 
received their accreditation from the ACA for the first 
time. Antiochian Village and Camp St. Raphael will be 
visited this summer (2013) for reaccreditation. Camp 
Transfiguration has completed stage one of two stages 
for accreditation with the OCA. Camp St. John will begin 
the accreditation process with the ACA this year. Camp 
St. Nicholas, Camp St. Thekla and Camp St. George are 
all accredited by the ACA, and will be revisited again in 

2014. The Department of Camping covers the fees for 
the accreditation and ACA/OCA membership for each of 
our camps.

Background Checks
As part of the accreditation process, a background 
check must be run on all new staff. To simplify the pro-
cess, the Department of Camping has contracted with 
a company to run the background checks for all our 
camps, and will cover the related expenses.

New Camp Program – A group from St. Philip Church 
in Edmonton, Alberta, contacted the Department of 
Camping in January 2013 with the goal of starting a 
camp program under the Antiochian Archdiocese that 
would reach out to youth of our Archdiocese in British 
Columbia, Alberta, and Saskatchewan, as well as those 
from other Orthodox jurisdictions. We have provided 
guidance and resources to them, and will be assist-
ing them throughout the coming year with developing 
their program, finding a facility, and training staff. They 
hope to establish their first camp program in the 
summer of 2014.

Continuing Education
Because we expect such high standards for our camp 
programs, we feel that it is very important to provide 
professional training for the Camp Directors of each 
camp as well. The Department of Camping sponsors 
the Camp Director of each of our camps to attend the 
 Orthodox Christian Camp and Youth Worker Confer-
ence, held annually, for an opportunity for professional 
growth and networking with other Orthodox Camp Di-
rectors. The Department also helps sponsor our Camp 
Directors so that they can attend the ACA Tri-State 
Camp Conference held annually in New Jersey. Direc-
tors and staff are also encouraged to attend local and 
regional ACA training events.

Camp Visitation Schedule
 This summer, we are very blessed to have Christopher 
Shadid working for the Department of Camping. Chris 
is a seminarian of our Archdiocese who just graduated 
from Holy Cross Seminary in May with a Master of Di-
vinity degree. Chris is the son of Fr. Don and Kh. Janet 
Shadid of St. Mary Church in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, 
and has many years of experience in Youth Ministry and 
Camping. He has served as a counselor at the Antiochi-
an Village, and Head Counselor for the past four years. 
Chris will be visiting the following camps this summer 
on behalf of the Department of Camping:

1. Camp St. Raphael, Session 2 – June 30–July 6
2. Antiochian Village, Session 2 – July 8–10
3. Camp St. Mary of Egypt – July 14–20
4. Camp St. Nicholas, Week 2 – July 21–July 27
5. Camp St. John – August 7–11
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3. Humanitarian Relief

Year  Cause Amount

2012  Hurricane Sandy 
  Relief $80,000.00

2012–2013 Syria Relief $210,000.00

2012–2013 Al Kafaat-Hadath, 
  Lebanon $440,000.00

2013  Oklahoma Tornado 
  Relief $10,000.00

(Several hundred thousand dollars were collected by our 
Parishes and given directly to IOCC for relief around 
the world. In addition, hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars were collected by our parishes and given directly to 
 FOCUS North America.)

4. Special Parish Community Ministries 

(Please inform us of your local ministries)

Adopt Families at Christmas
Adult Daycare
After School Programs
American Life League
Battered Women Shelters
Blood Drives
Book Drive for Kenya
Boy Scouts of America
Cancer Support Groups
Candy Strippers
Canned Food Drives
Caroling at Nursing Homes
Child Abuse Prevention and Intervention
Children’s Health and Safety Council
Children’s Hospital
Children’s Relief
Christmas Toys for Prisoner’s Children
Clothing Drives
DARE
Daycare
Donating Eye Glasses
Donations to Monasteries
Easter Baskets for Needy Children
Easter Dinners
Elementary School Lunches
Emergency Assistance for Needy Families
EPS (Emergency Pregnancy Services)
Family Assistance Programs
Food Banks
Food Baskets
Food Pantries
Friends of Ministries
Furniture Drive
Girl Scouts of America
Goodwill

Habitat for Humanity
Homeless Shelters
Hospice Programs
Hunger and Health Coalition
Inter-Racial Relations
IOCC
Kid’s Club
Loaves and Fishes
Make-A-Wish Foundation
Manning Hot-Lines
Meals on Wheels
Men’s Shelter and Recovery
Center
Middle East Awareness
Programs
Monthly Meals
OCMC
Open Door Parties
Operation Santa Claus
Operation School Bell
Orthodox Christian Mission
Center
Orthodox Food Centers
Out and About Ministry
Pregnancy Centers
Prison Ministry
Project Angel Heart
Project Mexico
Rape Prevention
Red Cross
Ronald McDonald House
Salvation Army
Scholarships
Serve Christmas Dinners
Serve Daily Lunches
Serve Thanksgiving Dinners
Serve Weekly Meals
Serving Meals at Shelters
Shriner’s Hospital
Soup’er Bowl Sundays
Special Olympics
Sponsor Nursing Homes
Sponsor Senior Citizen
Homes
St. Jude’s Hospital
Sun Youth Organization
Support Orphanage in
Guatemala
Support Rescue Missions
Toys for Tots
Trinity Homes
UNICEF
Visiting Senior Citizens
Visiting Shut-Ins
World Vision
Youth Camping Program 

officer over the last eight years has been, “What does 
the Fellowship do?” I agree that there may be some in-
consistencies across dioceses, and there is still so much 
work to do, but we have been working hard to establish 
a framework for an organization that is viable and rel-
evant for the years ahead.

Here are highlights of the last four years of the Fellow-
ship of St. John the Divine:

·  The Fellowship of St. John the Divine continues to 
support Archdiocesan programs. The Food for Hun-
gry People giving program, the St. Philip’s prayer 
discipline, Creative Festivals, and the Oratorical and 
Bible Bowl contests all exist because of the hard 
work and financial support of the Fellowship. These 
programs continue to flourish because of the dedi-
cation of our members. They help promote humani-
tarian efforts, spiritual growth and the education of 
our young people.

·  The Fellowship of St. John the Divine has support-
ed and planned Parish Life Conferences, compiled 
data, and supported the Antiochian Events database 
system. It has historically provided consistency and 
leadership for all our Parish Life Conference host 
parishes. These conferences do not just happen on 
their own. The Fellowship has been an integral part 
of their success.

·  The Fellowship of St. John the Divine has sponsored 
many humanitarian projects carried out in each 
diocese. Some more notable projects have been 
the Living the Gospel Challenge, Orthodox prayer 
pouches for our men and women in the armed forc-
es, support for Al-Kafaat, and The St. John the Di-
vine prayer garden here at the Antiochian Village.

·  The Fellowship of St. John the Divine has encour-
aged spiritual growth and education through dean-
ery and diocesan retreats, our “Saints Alive” spiri-
tual renewal book club program, and pan-Orthodox 
unity endeavors.

·  The Fellowship of St. John the Divine recognizes 
that our Young Adults in the Archdiocese need to 
sense that they belong, and it has established a 
20/40 Fellowship. This group is now the focus of our 
NAC Fellowship. We are seeking to build programs 
and provide opportunities for our young adults to 
emerge as leaders in our Archdiocese. We hope to 
help them grow spiritually. Stay tuned for many new 
developments in this area, coming soon.

Yours in Christ,
Jane Tadros, President, NAC Fellowship of St. John the Divine

Mrs. Tadross announced the election of new officers: 
President Khalil Samara, Vice President Kyra Pelachik, 
Secretary Charles Abdelahad and Treasurer Paul Juzdan.

Moved by NAC SOYO, and second by John Joubran,  
the Assembly received the Report.

Metropolitan PHILIP invited Jane to announce the for-
mation of a committee chaired by Archbishop JOSEPH 
to address the challenges facing the Fellowship and the 
young adult population of the Archdiocese.

13/26. MISS ROBIN NICHOLAS, Co-Chair, pre-
sented the Report of the Department of Charities 
on behalf of FR. GEORGE RADOS, Co-Chairman.

DEPARTMENT OF
ANTIOCHIAN CHARITIES

Reports to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

The Department of Antiochian Charities runs five pro-
grams: the Children’s Relief Fund, Worldwide Relief, 
Humanitarian Relief, Special Parish Community Minis-
tries, and the Food for Hungry People Program.

1.  Children’s Relief Fund – Report submitted by V. Rev. 
George Rados (see below)

2. Worldwide Relief 

A. Four Homes of Mercy, Jerusalem

B.  Deir Natour Project, Tripoli, Lebanon (School for 
mentally challenged children)

C. St. Elias Orphanage, Tripoli, Lebanon

D. St. Gregory Orphanage, Damascus, Syria

E.  Scholarships to needy Students – Lebanon, Syria, 
 Europe, United States

F. Convent of Saidnaya, Syria

G.  Needy people and families within the Patriarchate of 
Antioch

H.  Al Kafaat – Hadath, Lebanon (Home for disabled 
adults and children)

I.  Needy people and families in Russia, Antiochian Bish-
opric in Moscow

J.  Needy people and families in Jerusalem, Bishop 
ATALLAH Hanna 

K.  Needy people and families in the Archdiocese of Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, and the Philippines

L. Al Saydah Convent, Lebanon

M. St. Pantelimon Orphanage, Damascus, Syria

N.  Needy people and families in the Archdiocese of 
 Houran, Syria

O. Guatemalan Orphanage
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·  Australia – Archdiocese of Australia, New Zealand 
and the Philippines

·  Ellwood City, PA – Orthodox Monastery of the Trans-
figuration

·  West Virginia Council of Churches – Assistance to 
Family of Miners

·  Tennessee – St. Jude’s Children Research Hospital

We are witnessing now more than ever the world of 
hunger, poverty, and homelessness in our own neigh-
borhoods. Hunger is one of the world’s most pressing 
problems, affecting over one billion people, and next 
year it is projected that hunger will affect over six mil-
lion people in the United States alone. Behind this grim 
statistic are children and families loved by God, who do 
not have enough to eat.

For 39 years we have

· fed hungry babies, children and adults
· sheltered and guided runaway teenagers
· aided and visited those in prison
· supported local community food banks
· brought clothes and hope to the homeless
·  provided food and medicine for war-torn and disaster-

struck victims
Thanks to your generosity, we have been able to help the 
hungry, the homeless, the afflicted, and the oppressed 
for almost four decades. Thank you for living out your 
faith in service to God.

The Holy Scripture is kept, indeed,
in what we share with another’s need;
Who gives of himself with his alms feeds three:
himself, his hungering neighbor and Me.

Respectfully submitted, Robin Lynn Nicholas

Metropolitan PHILIP conveyed the sympathies of the 
Archdiocese to Fr. George Rados on the repose of 
Kh. Jackie.

THE CHILDREN’S RELIEF FUND

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

“Be merciful, just as your father is also merciful. 
Give, and it will be given to you”( Luke 6: 36, 38).

Beloved Hierarchs, Reverend Brothers, Esteemed Board 
Members, and Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

I greet you in the name of our beloved Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.

The Children’s Relief Fund is only one of the many 
charities to which our Archdiocese addresses itself. It is 
unique, however, insofar as it is a personal relationship 

between sponsor and sponsored.

On this 30th Anniversary, we can take pride in our past 
achievements and look forward to meeting future chal-
lenges. Since its inception in 1983, we have distributed 
nearly three million dollars in scholarships to needy el-
ementary and high school children in Lebanon and Pal-
estine. In February 2010, we started a similar program 
to assist the children in Palestine, where the situation is 
extremely grave. In 2012, your donations of  $134,200 
supported 320 needy students in Lebanon (including 21 
Syrian students) and 100 children in Palestine.

It was our hope that the CRF would be phased out for 
lack of need. The present economic situation, however, 
is even more severe than in 1983. Our work is now more 
challenging as more and more children need financial 
assistance. We are receiving more requests for aid and 
we have some 55 children looking for sponsors. We en-
courage all the faithful in the Archdiocese to support 
this humanitarian effort.

Once again, I thank all those who have helped this proj-
ect succeed in aiding so many young lives.

Respectfully submitted, V. Rev. George Rados, Director

Notes from the CRF Administrator
I am happy to present some statistics regarding this pro-
gram. If you find any errors, please let us know.

•		The	total	number	of	sponsored	children	has	increased	
from 402 in 2011 to 420 in 2012.

•		In	2012,	195	individual	participants	have	sponsored	
313 children and 79 church-related organizations 
supported 107.

•		41	 individuals	 sponsored	 159	 students,	 whereas	 20	
church-related organizations sponsored 59 students.

•		The	Washington	Metro	area	has	the	largest	number	of	
individual sponsors: (50); followed by California (35); 
Massachusetts (26); Canada (20); and Indiana (14).

•		Among	 the	church-related	organizations,	St.	George	
of Houston and Holy Cross in Linthicum, Maryland, 
lead the Archdiocese with 7 children each; followed 
by Ss. Peter and Paul in Potomac, Maryland (6); St. 
George of Houston (6); and St. George of Boston (5).

•		In	1989,	102	parishes	were	active	in	sponsoring	chil-
dren. In 2012, only 55 parishes are doing so.

•		In	2012,	38	Ladies	Societies	are	sponsoring	(50	stu-
dents); 15 parishes (21); 8 Teen Soyos (11); 5 FSJD 
(9); 4 Sunday Schools (6); 2 St. Ignatius (2); and 7 
others (8). They supported 107 students, 25.5%  of 
the total number of children.

•		The	 Lebanese	 children	 were	 from	 81	 cities	 and	 vil-
lages. In Palestine, Bethlehem had 44; Beit Jala 

5. Food for Hungry People Program

A. World Food Day (Annual Canned Food Drive) – Since 
1984 our parishes have reported distributing 3,956,334 
pounds of food!  Many parishes collect and distribute 
food all year long and many parishes collect and dis-
tribute food, clothing and money, but have not reported 
their generosity.

B. Food for Hungry People – Our Food for Hungry Peo-
ple program is designed for the entire family. We have 
encouraged participation in prayer, fasting and almsgiv-
ing each year during Great Lent. We are experiencing 
more devastating hunger than ever at home and around 
the world, and our Church families are committed to 
helping and alleviating this unnecessary, painful heart-
ache. For thirty-nine years, SOYO/The Fellowship of St. 
John the Divine has raised funds to feed their hungry 
brothers and sisters.

Since 1975 and as of July 15, 2013, we have collected 
and distributed $4,792,008.10!

Reaching Out Around the World:

· Los Angeles, CA – Children of the Night; Orthodox 
Street and Prison Ministry; Southern California Earth-
quake victims; Lebanese Ladies Cultural Society; Cov-
enant House

· Pasadena, CA – Union Station Foundation
· Seattle, WA – New Horizons
· Detroit, MI – Gleaners Community Food Bank
·  Pittsburgh, PA – Community Food Bank, Vision for 

Life – Pittsburgh
·  New York – Covenant House, Under 21; Emmaus 

House
· Ethiopia – Famine Relief
·  Houston, TX – Covenant House, Under 21; North-

west Assistance Ministries
· Charleston, WV – Samaritan Inn
·  Montreal – Canadian Syrian Lebanon Ladies Aid So-

ciety; Helping Hand Committee
·  Yugoslavia – Serbian Orthodox Community of  Kosovo
· Toronto – Covenant House, Under 21
· Florida – Hurricane Andrew victims
· Ft. Lauderdale, FL – Covenant House, Under 21
· South Carolina – Teleios Prison Ministry
· Chile – St. Paul Foundation
·  Syria – Relief Agency of the Patriarchate; Orthodox 

Relief Service; Archdiocese of Hamma and Latta-
kia; St. Gregory Orthodox Society for Orphans and 
the Elderly; Convent of St. Thekla; Orthodox Relief 
Agency–Archdiocese of Homs and Aleppo; Archdio-
cese of Houran; St. Pantelimon Orphanage

· Nazareth – Orthodox Aid Society
·  Jerusalem – Orthodox Aid Society; Four Homes of 

Mercy

· Kenya – Orthodox Church of Kenya
· Mozambique – World Vision
· Uganda – Orthodox Church in Uganda
·  Mexico – Tacati Shelter Project; Orthodox Church in 

Mexico
· Armenia – Relief Agency of the Patriarchate
· Cambodia – Relief Fund
· Cleveland, OH – St. Herman’s Monastery
· Guatemala – Orphanage
· Ghana – Orthodox Church in Ghana
·  Lebanon – Project Parrainage of Beirut; Shreen Al-

Matn; American University of Beirut; Beirut Univer-
sity College; Orthodox Relief Service; Archdiocese 
of Akkar, Beirut, Mt. Lebanon, Zahleh, Tripoli, Tyre 
and Sidon; Orthodox Community, Maryjoon; Leba-
nese Cultural Ladies Society; St. George Orthodox 
Hospital, Beirut; Deir Natour Project, Tripoli; Dhour 
Cheweir Hospital; Oasis of Joy School; Deir Natour 
Monastery; Old Age Home, Douma; Women’s Renais-
sance Gathering; Douma Home for the Elderly; Rene 
Mouawad Foundation; FISTA

· Pawtucket – Rhode Island Food Bank
·  Wichita, KS – Venture House; Operation Recovery; 

HopeNet
· Brazil – La da Crianco Menino Jesus
· Nigeria – Holy Brethren School
·  Palestine – Orthodox Relief Agency; United Palestin-

ian Appeal, Inc.
· Beaumont, TX – Some Other Place
·  Oklahoma City, OK – Daily Bread Ministries; Bomb-

ing victims; Feed the Children
·  Homestead, PA – Methodist School of Social Services
· Georgetown – The Jerusalem Fund
· West Bank – Beit Jala Society for the Aged
· Brunswick, GA – MAP International
·  Russia – Relief Agency of the Patriarchate, Archdio-

cese of Moscow
·  Worcester, MA – Orthodox Food Ministries; Interfaith 

Coalition for the Homeless
· Baghdad and Kuwait – Orthodox Relief Agency
·  Lompoc, CA – St. Timothy’s Food for Hungry People 

program
·  Costa Mesa, CA – Orange County Interfaith Shelter
· Tucson, AZ – Primavera Foundation
· Portland, OR – Flood victims
· Romania – St. Nicholas Orphanage
· Souderton, PA – The King’s Jubilee
·  Salina, KS – All Saints Church, Christmas Food Pro-

gram; Ashby House
·  St. Augustine – Orthodox Christian Mission Center
· Ligonier, PA – Fairfield Township Fire Dept
· Anderson, SC – Grace Ministries
·  New Jersey – Center for Food Action; Covenant 

House
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gave me my money. I believe the power to make money 
is a gift from God …. I believe it is my duty . . . to use 
the money I make for the good of my fellowman accord-
ing to the dictates of my conscience.” God gave all of us 
the ability to make money and an understanding that we 
need to use it for the good of others. Consider being part 
of this progressive philanthropic organization. Remem-
ber the words of our patron Saint Ignatius: “We have 
not only to be called Christians, but to be  Christians.”

The annual dollar commitment to The Order for mem-
bership is relatively modest compared to the substantial 
impact the annual funds distributed has on the members 
of our Archdiocese, from our children to our elders.

On behalf of the members of the Governing Council 
and the membership of The Order, I acknowledge with 
appreciation and gratitude the spiritual guidance and 
commitment of Metropolitan PHILIP and our hierarchs 
and their tireless assistance in ensuring that The Order 
increases in membership so that we can help those in 
need. We thank our beloved clergy for welcoming us 
into their parishes, and for their commitment, includ-
ing those clergy and wives who have joined us as mem-
bers. A special thank you to our spiritual advisor, V. Rev. 
Joseph Antypas, and our colleagues and friends, Vice 
Chair, Dr. Elias Rebeka, Treasurer, Bill Tsoukales and 
Christine Bezreh, secretary.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Winstanley O’Connor, North America Chair

Moved by Fr. Antony Gabriel, and seconded by the  Spiritual Advi-
sors of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch, the Assembly received 

the Report.

At this point Metropolitan PHILIP welcomed Bishop 
LOUKA of Damascus, who had been delayed in transit.

13/28. METROPOLITAN PHILIP delivered his 
Message to the 51st Archdiocese Convention. The 
Metropolitan’s message appeared in the Septem-
ber 2013 issue of The WORD magazine.

13/29. MR. ROBERT LAHAM, Treasurer and 
Chairman of the Department of Finance, present-
ed the Annual Report for the Fiscal Year Ended 
January 31, 2013.

The report had been sent in advance to all the parishes 
in anticipation of the General Assembly.

Moved by Dr. Antony bashir, and seconded by Fr. Joseph Allen, the 
General Assembly received the Report.

13/30. MR. ROBERT LAHAM presented the 
proposed budget for the fiscal year ending January 
31, 2015.

13/31. REV. ARCHDEACON EMILE SAYEGH, 
Chancellor, moved the following resolutions for 
the Department of Legal Affairs and Resolutions:

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION FOR 
THE HOST PARISH

WHEREAS St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church of 
Houston, Texas, has graciously hosted the 51st Antio-
chian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan Convention;

AND WHEREAS the Pastor, Rev. Fr. James Shadid, the 
Assistant Pastors, Rev. Fr. Symeon Kees and Rev. Fr. 
Christopher Eid, Rev. Deacon Joseph Carter, the Con-
vention Chairpersons Michael Araj and Robert Macey, 
the entire Convention Committee, the Parish Council 
and all the faithful have spared no effort to assure the 
success of this Convention and to provide for the ut-
most enjoyment and spiritual benefit of the delegates 
and guests;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this 51st 
Archdiocesan Convention, duly assembled at Houston, 
Texas, from July 21–28, 2013, extends to them by ac-
clamation its heartfelt thanks and appreciation for an 
outstanding and extraordinary convention.

24; Ramallah 10; Taybeh 10; Beit Sahour 8; and 
Jerusalem 4.

•		In	terms	of	sex,	the	children	of	Lebanon	broke	down	
as follows: 164 girls and 149 boys. For Palestine, the 
split was 49 girls and 51 boys.

•		Four	individuals	have	been	sponsors	since	1983:	Dr.	
and Mrs. Albert Maloof; Ms. Isabel Elac; Ms. Jean 
Sam; and Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Rishwain.

The Children’s Relief Fund depends on the kindness of 
people like you. Thank you for your help. God bless you 
with health and prosperity.

In Christ’s service,
Edward bitar, CRF Administrator

The report contained lists of current individual spon-
sors to the Children’s Relief Fund for 2012 and a list 
of participating Antiochian Orthodox Parishes for 2012.

Moved by Esther Simbol, and seconded by Fr. Samer Youssef, the 
Assembly received the Reports.

Fr. Daniel Rohan noted that support for the Children’s 
Relief Fund had increased to $400 per year for sponsor-
ship of a child.

In response to a question from the floor, Metropoli-
tan PHILIP reported that he had sent assistance in 
the amount of $300,000, including funds from Food 
for Hungry People, to Patriarch IGNATIUS of blessed 
memory prior to his repose in support of the suffer-
ing people of Syria. The Archdiocese distributes these 
funds through the Patriarchate of Antioch. Metropolitan 
PHILIP channels FFHP money through the Archdiocese 
to the Patriarchate.

At this point outgoing Teen SOYO President Laney Wag-
oner presented Metropolitan PHILIP with a check in the 
amount of $200,000,  to provide scholarship support 
for the Youth Worker Training Fund in Metropolitan 
PHILIP’s name.

13/27. MS. MARY WINSTANLEY-O’CONNOR, 
Chair, presented the Report of the Order of St. 
Ignatius of Antioch.

THE ORDER OF ST. IGNATIUS OF 
 ANTIOCH

Report to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

 The members of the Governing Council of The Order 
of St. Ignatius of Antioch are pleased and humbled to 
report that Order membership continues to grow, en-
abling The Order to continue to help fund, among other 
things, the various departments of our God  protected 
Archdiocese.

Those in our Archdiocese who have heard the words of 
our chief shepherd, Metropolitan PHILIP, our beloved 
hierarchs, our priests, fellow Order members and the 
many grant recipients, have chosen to join as members 
or upgrade their membership.

The commitment and generosity of our members has 
enabled The Order to contribute 26.7 million dollars 
since its inception to various Antiochian Orthodox proj-
ects and philanthropic causes, including $10.8 million 
to our Archdiocesan departments, $2.5 million of which 
has been used to fund Missions and Evangelism, $3.4 
million has been devoted to the Clergy Retirement Fund, 
and $6.5 million has been given to the Antiochian Vil-
lage Camp and Heritage and Learning Center.

The Order has been and continues to be committed to 
our youth. Since its inception, it has funded scholar-
ships totaling $2.2 million for our Antiochian children 
to attend Archdiocesan camping programs, and for our 
college students to attend college conferences, youth 
leadership programs and various workshops.

Our Hierarchs, clergy and members of The Order rec-
ognize that we, as Antiochian Orthodox Christians, 
also have a global responsibility. The members of the 
Governing Council, recognizing this duty, with the ap-
proval of Metropolitan PHILIP, have authorized the con-
tribution of funds donated by you, our devoted mem-
bers, to help aid the victims of poverty, the victims of 
the ravages of war and the victims of natural disasters. 
Funds have been sent to Project Mexico and St. Inno-
cent Orphanage, to provide homes for orphaned boys; 
The Treehouse in Wichita, Kansas, to assist new moth-
ers with their newborns; Al Kafaat in Lebanon, a school 
for developmentally delayed and physically challenged 
students; and to our Patriarchate so that the Patriarch 
can help victims of the recent atrocities in Syria; and 
many similar projects.

The mission and purpose of The Order is to come to the 
aid of those within our Archdiocese and those in need 
in our society.

A ten-year-old child in our Archdiocese received a schol-
arship that made it possible for him to attend our Arch-
diocesan camping program. In his thank-you letter he 
mentions that his parents have been out of work for two 
years, and his family has been plagued with financial 
difficulties. Knowing this, how can you not say “Yes” 
when asked to join The Order? When a retired priest or 
a widowed Khouria writes to thank The Order for the 
retirement benefit made possible by the financial com-
mitment of Order members, how can you not say YES 
when asked to join The Order?

John D. Rockefeller, an American industrialist, a philan-
thropist and devout Baptist, said in an interview: “God 
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RESOLUTION WELCOMING  
METROPOLITAN SILOUAN (MUCI)

WHEREAS the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of this 
God-protected, Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North America have met as the General Assembly at the 
51st Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan Con-
vention and are honored to have with us our beloved 
Antiochian Metropolitan SILOUAN (Muci) of Argentina;

AND WHEREAS the General Assembly wishes to ex-
press its love and affection for its sister and brother An-
tiochian Orthodox Christians in Argentina and its will-
ingness to work together with them to the glory of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General 
Assembly of this 51st Archdiocese Convention wel-
comes with warm Christian love the beloved Metropoli-
tan SILOUAN (Muci) of Argentina. May God grant you 
many years!

RESOLUTION WELCOMING  
BISHOP LUKA (KHOURY)

WHEREAS the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of this 
God-protected, Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North America have met as the General Assembly at the 
51st Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan Con-
vention and are honored to have with us our beloved 
Antiochian Bishop LUKA (Khoury) of the Patriarchate 
of Antioch;

AND WHEREAS the General Assembly wishes to ex-
press its love and affection for its sister and brother An-
tiochian Orthodox Christians in Syria and its willingness 
to work together with them to the glory of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General As-
sembly of this 51st Archdiocese Convention welcomes 
with warm Christian love the beloved Bishop LUKA 
(Khoury) of the Patriarchate of Syria. May God grant 
you many years!

RESOLUTION WELCOMING MYRIAM 
SHWAYRI AND COMMENDING  

THE AL-KAFAAT REHABILITATION  
AND SKILL CENTER

WHEREAS the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of this God-
protected Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of North 
America have met as the General Assembly at the 51st 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan Conven-
tion and are honored to have with us Myriam Shwayri, 
Director of Public Relations for the Al-Kafaat Rehabilita-
tion and Skill Center;

AND WHEREAS the Al-Kafaat Rehabilitation and Skill 

Center is unique in the work it has and continues to 
perform to assist and aid disabled children without dis-
crimination and has assisted and continues to assist and 
serve thousands of children with disabilities, regardless 
of religious or political affiliation, to the glory of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Who has said, “Inasmuch 
as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you 
did it to Me” (Matt 25:40);

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General As-
sembly of this 51st Archdiocesan Convention welcomes 
with warm Christian love Myriam Shwayri and com-
mends the Al-Kafaat Rehabilitation and Skill Center for 
the work it has done and continues to do for the glory 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. May Almighty God 
grant you many years!

RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE THE  RECENT 
UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT 

 DECISION THAT HELD THE DEFENCE OF 
MARRIAGE ACT  UNCONSTITUTIONAL

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2013, the United States Su-
preme Court in the case entitled United States v. 
Windsor, following much controversy, ruled that the 
law known as the Defense of Marriage Act (“DOMA”) 
was unconstitutional, thus declaring invalid Section 3 of 

RESOLUTION HONORING 
METROPOLITAN PHILIP (SALIBA)
FOR HIS 65 YEARS OF SERVICE  

IN THE MINISTRY

WHEREAS the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of this 
God-protected Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North America have met as the General Assembly at the 
51st Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan Con-
vention here in Houston, Texas;

AND WHEREAS, during the past several days, we have 
all joined together in true Christian fellowship, with 
love, respect and unity, and in so doing have reflected 
on the past, on the present and on the future of our 
Archdiocese;

AND WHEREAS we acknowledge that our beloved Fa-
ther in Christ, His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP, who 
served this Archdiocese as a Deacon in Detroit, Michi-
gan; who served as a Priest in Cleveland, Ohio, and 
who has been serving as our beloved Metropolitan of 
All North America, has committed his whole life to the 
Ministry for the past 65 years;

AND WHEREAS it is self-evident that, over the past 
47 of his 65 years of service, and as Metropolitan of 
All North America, the fruits of his labor of love, have 
indeed proven to be fruitful and bountiful in so many 
respects;

AND WHEREAS it is self-evident that, as a result of his 
love, wisdom, vision and life-long commitment to this 
Archdiocese, we have witnessed such achievements and 
milestones that were once thought of as dreams (among 
which are The Order of Saint Ignatius, the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Women, The Fellowship of Saint 
John the Divine, The Society of Orthodox Youth and ev-
ery department, commission and committee that forms 
a part of this Archdiocese);

AND WHEREAS His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP, a 
visionary, dared to dream and brought to realization a 

vision and dream and established a place where Ortho-
dox Christians could experience true Christian love and 
fellowship; a place where Orthodox Christians could 
engage in dialogue with Almighty God; a place where 
our children have been able to forge life-long friend-
ships and learn to love and respect one another; a place 
where the study of theology and culture are promoted; 
a place where one experiences “heaven on earth”, the 
Antiochian Village, the jewel of this Archdiocese;

AND WHEREAS it is self-evident that what our God-
protected Archdiocese has achieved over the past 47 
years under the leadership of His Eminence, Metropoli-
tan PHILIP, is a direct result of his unselfish love and 
unwavering determination;

AND WHEREAS all of the hierarchs, clergy and faithful 
continue to pray that Almighty God grant His Eminence, 
Metropolitan PHILIP, many more healthy and productive 
years to come as he continues to lead this Archdiocese 
as Metropolitan;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General 
 Assembly of this 51st Archdiocesan Convention, duly 
assembled at Houston, Texas, from July 21 to 28, 2013, 
acknowledging the heights of what he has achieved 
for this Archdiocese, honors its beloved Metropolitan 
 Archbishop PHILIP with love, respect, loyalty and its 
prayers that he continue to lead this God-protected 
Archdiocese for many years to come. May God grant 
you many years, Master!

RESOLUTION WELCOMING  
METROPOLITAN PAUL (SALIBA)

WHEREAS the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of this 
God-protected, Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Arch-
diocese of North America have met as the General As-
sembly at the 51st Antiochian Orthodox Christian Arch-
diocesan Convention and are honored to have with us 
our beloved Antiochian Metropolitan PAUL (Saliba) of 
Australia, New Zealand and the Philippines, who served 
faithfully as a priest in this Archdiocese;

AND WHEREAS the General Assembly wishes to ex-
press again its love and affection for its sister and broth-
er Antiochian Orthodox Christians in Australia, New 
Zealand and the Philippines and its willingness to work 
together with them to the glory of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General As-
sembly of this 51st Archdiocesan Convention welcomes 
with warm Christian love the beloved Metropolitan 
PAUL (Saliba) of Australia, New Zealand and the Philip-
pines. May God grant you many years!
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Christian Period has always had a long-standing pres-
ence in the region of Arabia, including Qatar and all Ara-
bia and what is now known as the Gulf of Arabia;

AND WHEREAS, according to the Eighth Session of the 
Holy Ecumenical Synod held in Chalcedon in the year 
A.D. 451, the proper jurisdiction of the Holy See of An-
tioch was established and it was declared that “the See 
of the Great City of Antioch, that of St. Peter, should 
have the two Phoenicias and Arabia, while the See of 
Jerusalem should have the three Palestines,” and that 
this decision was in fact bi-laterally agreed to by both 
Patriarchs, Juvenal of Jerusalem and Maximos of An-
tioch, and it was further declared that this jurisdictional 
settlement was to remain in place “for all time to come”;

AND WHEREAS, in continuation of the long-standing 
Antiochian presence in Mesopotamia and Arabia, in 
1969 the Holy Synod of Antioch elected and installed 
Archbishop CONSTANTINE (Papastephanou) as Met-
ropolitan of Baghdad, Kuwait and its Dependencies, 
who has since been exerting all efforts to organize and 
minister his Archdiocese and since his installation as 
Metropolitan has established 11 parishes throughout 
his jurisdiction;

AND WHEREAS the Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch 
has always possessed canonical jurisdiction over the 
Arabian Peninsula and “All the East”;

AND WHEREAS the recent actions of the Orthodox Pa-
triarchate of Jerusalem, in consecrating an archbishop 
in Qatar, is in direct violation of the historical and ca-
nonical decisions, as mentioned above, of the Fourth 
Ecumenical Council held in Chalcedon in the year A.D. 
451, which established the legitimate jurisdiction of the 
Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch;

AND WHEREAS the Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem 
has committed additional acts infringing upon the juris-
diction of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdio-
cese of North America here in the United States, namely, 
pastoral interference leading to the division of certain 
parishes in California without any canonical rights to do 
so, acting beyond the scope of its jurisdiction;

AND WHEREAS the Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem has committed certain similar acts of pastoral inter-
ference infringing upon the Antiochian Orthodox Arch-
diocese of Chile;

AND WHEREAS, pursuant to a meeting of the Holy 
Synod of Antioch, held March 13, 2013, it was declared, 
“The decision of the Jerusalem Patriarchate to establish 
an Archbishopric on a territory which belongs to the 
Holy Synod of Antioch is, without question, an illegal 
interference from the Jerusalem Patriarchate”;

AND WHEREAS the recent actions of the Orthodox 

Patriarchate of Jerusalem have caused deep wounds in 
the brotherly relations between the Great Churches of 
Antioch and Jerusalem and, if such recent actions are 
not immediately rectified, “will make it inevitable for the 
Church of Antioch to take certain actions which She is 
trying to avoid on account of the love that ought to gov-
ern the relationship among Orthodox Churches”;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General As-
sembly of this 51st Archdiocesan Convention, duly 
assembled at Houston Texas from July 21–28, 2013, 
calls for the following actions: the immediate removal 
of Archimandrite Makarios from the country of Qatar; 
that the Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem respect and 
abide by the Holy Canons of the Holy Orthodox, Catho-
lic and Apostolic Church; that the Orthodox Patriarch-
ate of Jerusalem cease any further infringement against 
the rightful prerogatives of the Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Antioch and all of its Archdioceses; and that the Or-
thodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem cease interfering in 
the affairs of all Autocephalous Sister Churches. We 
appeal to the Ecumenical Patriarch, His All-Holiness, 
Patriarch Bartholomew I, who is the spiritual father of 
World Orthodoxy, to return all parishes to their origi-
nal jurisdictions, including those that rightfully belong 
to the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 
North America and the Antiochian Archdiocese of Chile, 
and to take all measures to re-establish normal relations 
between the Great Churches of Antioch and Jerusalem. 
Lastly, we appeal to all of our sister Autochepalous Or-
thodox Churches and their respective leaders to involve 
themselves in this urgent issue toward a resolution that 
respects the canonical decision of the Eighth Session 
of the Holy Ecumenical Synod held in Chalcedon in the 
year A.D. 451, and to restore the status quo which had 
been in place for 15 centuries.

RESOLUTION APPEALING TO THE  
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TO 

BROKER LASTING PEACE BASED UPON 
 FAIRNESS IN SYRIA

WHEREAS the Country of Syria has been victimized by 
a ravaging war over the past two-and-a-half years;

AND WHEREAS, on April 22, 2013, two Orthodox 
Archbishops were abducted in the suburbs of Aleppo 
and their whereabouts continue to remain a mystery, 
others not having received any information from their 
abductors;

AND WHEREAS, in the recent past, members of the 
clergy have been murdered and houses of worship 
decimated and destroyed by armed militants opposing 
the government of Syria;

AND WHEREAS many citizens of Syria have demanded 

the Defense of Marriage Act, which defines marriage 
in all federal statutes as the union of one man and one 
woman, and, by so doing, now permitting all federal 
agencies to redefine marriage to include unions of two 
people of the same sex;

AND WHEREAS the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America, under the direct leader-
ship of His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP (Saliba), 
and the Archdiocesan Synod, continues to shepherd its 
faithful members throughout all of North America, and 
in so doing, is deeply concerned about the recent devel-
opments regarding “same-sex marriage”;

AND WHEREAS, the Holy Orthodox Church, recogniz-
ing marriage to be a Sacramental Union, and teaching 
that a proper understanding of marriage and sexuality is 
firmly grounded in Holy Scripture, two thousand years 
of church tradition, and canon law, holds that marriage 
consists in the conjugal union of a man and a woman, 
and that authentic marriage is blessed by Almighty God 
as a Holy Sacrament of the Church.

AND WHEREAS the Holy Scripture attests that God cre-
ated man and woman in His own image and likeness 
(Genesis 1:27–31), that those called to do so might 
enjoy a conjugal union that ideally leads to procreation 
(so that, while not every marriage is blessed with the 
birth of children, every such union exists to create of 
a man and a woman a new reality of “one flesh”), and 
that this can only be achieved in a relationship between 
individuals of the opposite sex (“God made them male 
and female...So they are no longer two but one flesh,”  
Mark 10:6–8);

AND WHEREAS the Holy Orthodox Church also teaches 
that the union between a man and a woman in the Sacra-
ment of Marriage reflects the union between Christ and 
His Church (Ephesians 5:21–33), and therefore that 
marriage is necessarily monogamous and heterosexual, 
and that within this union sexual relations between a 
husband and wife are to be cherished and protected as 
a sacred expression of their love that has been blessed 
by God, such being God’s plan for His human creatures 
from the very beginning;

AND WHEREAS the Holy Orthodox Church is cognizant 
that God’s divine purpose is increasingly questioned, 
challenged or denied by society (that is, in secularism 
and relativism, and in social and political pressures to 
normalize and legalize “same-sex unions”);

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this 51st 
Archdiocesan Convention, duly assembled at Houston, 
Texas, from July 21–28, 2013, declares through the 
hierarchy, clergy and laity of the Antiochian Christian 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North America that the Holy 
Orthodox Church cannot and will not bless “same-sex 
unions” of any degree. It is further declared that mar-
riage between a man and a woman is a Sacramental 
Union ordained by God, while homosexual unions are 
not. Like adultery and fornication, homosexual acts are 
condemned by Scripture (Rom 1:24–27; 1 Cor. 6:10; 1 
Tim. 1:10). This being said, however, we must stress 
that a person with a homosexual orientation is to be 
cared for with the same mercy and love that is bestowed 
by our Lord Jesus Christ upon all sinners. All persons 
are called by God to strive toward holiness.

RESOLUTION OBJECTING TO THE 
 UNCANONICAL INTERFERENCE OF THE 

PATRIARCHATE  
OF JERUSALEM IN THE CANONICAL 

JURISDICTION OF ANTIOCH

WHEREAS the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of this 
God-protected Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North America have met as the General Assembly at the 
51st Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan Con-
vention at Houston, Texas;

AND WHEREAS, on May 4, 2013, the Orthodox Patri-
archate of Jerusalem, without consultation, without no-
tice and without any approval of any kind, unilaterally 
usurped the historical, canonical and legitimate jurisdic-
tion of the Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch, when his 
Beatitude THEOPHILOS III, Patriarch of Jerusalem and 
of All Palestine, consecrated the Archimandrite, Father 
Makarios, to the rank of Archbishop to serve the Holy 
Church in Qatar;

AND WHEREAS the Holy See of Antioch since the early 
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 PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JANUARY 31, 2015

Presented to the 51st Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

July 22–28, 2013

BUDGETED EXPENDITURES Budget Budget Difference

A.  Theological Education 2014 2015
 1.  Seminarians – Tuition, Room, Board & Allowance 275,000 250,000 -25,000
 2. Balamand Theologial Academy & 
  Theological Seminaries 80,000 85,000 5,000
 3. Antiochian House of Studies 30,000 30,000 0
 4.  St. Stephen Course of Studies & Master’s Program 150,000 150,000 0
Total Theological Education 535,000 515,000 -20,000

B.  Other Related Expenditures
 1.  Retired Clergy Housing Allowance 320,000 320,000 0
 2.  Contributions for and within the Patriarchate 25,000 25,000 0
 3.  SCOBA and Christian Churches Together 10,000 5,000 -5,000
 4.  Fellowship of St. John, SOYO and Antiochian Women 25,000 5,000 -20,000
 5.  Antiochian Women 150,000 150,000 0
 6.  Charities
  (a) Food for Hungry 150,000 150,000 0
  (b) Children’s Relief Fund 120,000 120,000 0
Total Related Expenditures 800,000 775,000 -25,000

C.  Archdiocese Departments
 1.  Youth Ministry 190,000 200,000 10,000
 2.  College Ministry 28,500 28,500 0
 3.  Orthodox Christian Education 132,000 134,000 2,000
 4.  Sacred Music 40,000 46,000 6,000
 5.  Mission Support and Development 70,000 70,000 0
 6.  Antiochian Heritage Foundation 40,000 30,000 -10,000
 7.  Missions and Evangelism 325,000 310,000 -15,000
 8.  Information and Media Relations 15,000 18,000 3,000
 9.  Orthodox Christian Books & Publications 150,000 160,000 10,000
 10.  The WORD Magazine 310,000 310,000 0
 11.  Conciliar Media Ministries 10,000 0 -10,000
 12.  Continuing Pastoral Education 6,000 6,000 0
 13.  Internet Ministries 205,000 205,000 0
 14.  Camping 28,000 28,000 0
 15.  Liturgics 17,000 17,000 0
 16.  Western Rite Vicariate 10,000 12,000 2,000
 17.  Interfaith 25,500 35,500 10,000
 18.  Other Departments and Standing Committees 25,500 35,500 10,000
Total Departments 1,608,000 1,616,000 8,000

D.  Maintenance of Archdiocese Headquarters (Note 1) 926,000 1,057,000 131,000
E.  Insurance 50,000 50,000 0
F.  Metropolitan’s Allowance and Office 80,000 80,000 0
G.  Diocesan Bishops’ Stipends & Benefits (Note 2) 571,000 591,000 20,000
H.  Part time Secretarial Help for Bishops 90,000 90,000 0
I.  Chanceries (Note 3) 285,000 285,000 0
J.  Local Synod Meeting Expenses 15,000 15,000 0
K.  Convent of St. Thekla 25,000 30,000 5,000
L.  Antiochian Village (Note 4) 385,000 385,000 0
M.  Heritage and Learning Center (Note 5) 275,000 275,000 0
N.  Other Special Projects – Order of St. Ignatius (Note 6) 204,000 239,000 35,000
O.  Conversion of Canadian Dollars into U.S. Dollars 15,000 15,000 0
P.  Miscellaneous and Contingencies 35,000 50,000 15,000
Total, D. through Q. 2,956,000 3,162,000 206,000

TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENDITURES 5,899,000 6,068,000 169,000

civil liberties, democratic values and economic stability;

AND WHEREAS, as a result of this illegitimate war, 
countless lives have been lost and more than two mil-
lion Syrian citizens have been forced to flee their homes 
and have been reduced to the status of refugees, and are 
now seeking refuge in Lebanon, Jordan and other parts 
of the world; property valued at billions of dollars has 
been damaged or destroyed; and the country of Syria, a 
cradle of civilization, now lies in ruins;

AND WHEREAS foreign countries have been meddling in 
the affairs of Syria and thousands of foreign militants have 
come to Syria, bringing pillage, death and destruction;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General Assem-
bly of this 51st Archdiocesan Convention, duly assem-
bled at Houston, Texas from July 21–28, 2013, hereby 
calls upon the governments of the United States, Eng-
land, France, Germany, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, 
to cease supplying the militants who oppose the govern-
ment of Syria, with the means of destruction. We call upon 
the Syrian government and all militant opposition forces 
to cease any further conflict, to bring an immediate end 
to this bloodshed, and to engage in peaceful dialogue in 
order to prevent the further loss of life of innocent Syrian 
citizens. We call upon our United States Government to 
cease supplying additional weapons and arms to the mili-
tant opposition forces, and to be the catalyst for a lasting 
peace, for the sake of the citizens of Syria and of stability 
in the region and international peace.

bishop bASIL moved to amend resolution to remove the word 
“once” before “cradle of  civilization.” 

The Assembly approved all the resolutions by acclamation.

14. OLD BUSINESS – There was no Old Business.

15. NEW BUSINESS

15 (a). FR. ANTHONY HUGHES, Pastor of St. 
Mary’s Church in Cambridge, Massachusetts, Mrs. 
Mary Winstanley O’Connor, and Mr. Raymond 
Sayegh presented a summary of the planned pro-
grams for the 2015 Archdiocese Convention, in-
cluding a DVD presentation.

15 (b). FR. FOUAD SABA, Pastor of St. George Ca-
thedral in Coral Gables, Florida, and Ms. Andra M. 
Abu-Akel presented a DVD presentation and their 
bid to host the 2017 Archdiocese Convention. The 
Assembly ratified the bid by acclamation.

15 (c). V. REV. GEORGE KEVORKIAN, Chairman, 
presented the Report of the Nominating Commit-
tee for the Board of Trustees:

Mr. Salim Abboud, St. George Church, Little Falls, NJ
Dr. Antony Bashir, St. George Church, 
     West Roxbury, MA
Mr. George Darany, St. George Church, Troy, MI
Dr. Elias Hebeka, St. Paul Church, Naples, FL
Mrs. Elaine Heider, St. Mary Church, Johnstown, PA
Mr. Khalil Kardous, All Saints Church, Raleigh, NC
Mr. Gregory Laham, St. George Church, 
     West Roxbury, MA
Ms. Sondra Murr Love, St. Michael Church, 
     Van Nuys, CA
Mr. William Morrison, Holy Transfiguration Church,
     Warrenville, IL
Mr. Philip Saliba, St. Nicholas Cathedral, Brooklyn, NY

The Secretary cast a unanimous ballot for the election 
of all ten candidates.

15 (d). Appointment and Election of Archdioc-
esan Trustees

In accordance with Article VI of the Archdiocese Con-
stitution, Metropolitan PHILIP appointed the following 
five members to the Archdiocese Board of Trustees: 
Mr. James G. Back, Mr. George Madanat, Dr. Nicholas 
J. Massad, Jr., Mr. Majed N. Nesheiwat, and Mr. Elias 
Shaheen.

16. Moved by Ms. Sandra Love, and seconded by 
Ms. Jane Tadros, Metropolitan PHILIP declared 
the convention closed.

Respectfully submitted, Very Rev. Fr. Michael Ellias,  
Secretary of the  Archdiocese
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Chancery in Miami 30,000 30,000 
Chancery in Montreal 30,000 30,000 
Chancery in Charleston 30,000 30,000
Chancery in New England 30,000 30,000 
Capital Improvement 35,000 35,000 
Total  285,000 285,000 

Note 4 – Antiochian Village Camp
From the Order of St. Ignatius
 – Summer Camps Scholarships (for all Camps) 190,000 190,000 
 – Special Olympics 8,000 8,000 
From the Archdiocese General Fund
 – Camp Improvements 100,000 100,000 
 – Operations Deficit 20,000 20,000 
 – Camp Subsidy 67,000 67,000 
Total  385,000 385,000 

Note 5 – Heritage and Learning Center
From the Order of St. Ignatius
 – Purchase of Library Books 10,000 10,000 
 – Museum Development 20,000 20,000 
 – Grants for Departmental Meetings 30,000 30,000 

From the Archdiocese General Fund
Museum Operations 100,000 100,000 
 – Operation of Library 25,000 25,000 
 – Reserve for Capital Improvements 80,000 80,000 
 – H&L Center Subsidy 10,000 10,000 
Total  275,000 275,000 

Note 6 – Other Special Projects
The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch 0 10,000 10,000
Task Force for Jerusalem 15,000 15,000 
College Conferences 10,000 10,000 
Project Mexico 25,000 25,000 
IOCC  25,000 25,000 0
Clergy Symposium and Convention Assistance 35,000 40,000 5,000
Youth Workers Conference and SOYO Leadership Training 24,000 24,000 
Married Seminarian Assistance 20,000 15,000 -5,000
Syrian Relief 50,000 50,000
Other Projects 75,000 50,000 -25,000
Total  204,000 239,000 -5,000

Note 7 – Order of St. Ignatius
Heritage and Learning Center
 – Library Books 10.000 10,000 
 – Museum Operations 20,000 20,000 
Antiochian Village
 – Summer Camp Scholarships 190,000 190,000 
 – SOYO Special Olympics 8,000 8,000 
Retired Clergy Housing Allowance 270,000 270,000 
Christian Education Fund 40,000 40,000 
Parish Development 25,000 25,000 
Youth Ministry 120,000 120,000 
Archdiocese Administrative Services 155,000 155,000 
Missions & Evangelism 130,000 130,000 
Antiochian House of Studies 20,000 20,000 
Planning and Future Development 40,000 40,000 
Internet Ministries 100,000 100,000 
Departmental Grants 30,000 30,000 
Project Mexico 10,000 10,000 
College Conference 15,000 15,000 
Task Force for Jerusalem 0 10,000 10,000
Balamand Theological Academy 15,000 15,000 
IOCC  25,000 25,000 
Clergy Symposium & Convention Assistance 35,000 40,000 5,000
Married Seminarian Assistance 20,000 15,000 -5,000
Youth Workers Conference & SOYO Leadership Training 24,000 24,000 
Syrian Relief 50,000 50,000
Other Projects 75,000 50,000 -25,000
Total  1,377,000 1,412,000 35,000

Moved by Dan braun, and seconded by William Morrison, the Assembly approved the budget.

BUDGETED SOURCES OF RECEIPTS 
   Budget Budget Difference
   2014 2015
A.  From the Parishes and Missions
 1.  Parish Receipts 2,475,000 2,550,000 75,000
 2.  Tithing Parishes 440,000 450,000 10,000
 3.  Archdiocese Seminarian Fund (Orthodoxy Sunday) 55,000 55,000 0
 4.  Patriarchate Fund (Palm Sunday) 55,000 55,000 0
 5.  Theological Seminaries Fund (October Month) 55,000 55,000 0
Total from Parishes and Missions 3,080,000 3,165,000 85,000

B.  From Individuals
 1.  For the General Fund 325,000 325,000 0
 2.  For The WORD Magazine 12,000 12,000 0
 3.  For Other Funds & Special Charities 5,000 5,000 0
 4.  For Antiochian Women, Fellowship of 
  St. John & Teen SOYO 5,000 5,000 0
Total from Individuals 347,000 347,000 0

C.  From Department of Planning and Development 100,000 100,000 0

D.  From the Archdiocese Conventions and Organizations
 1.  The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch (Note 7) 1,377,000 1,412,000 35,000
 2.  Antiochian Women 150,000 150,000 0
 3.  From Fellowship of St. John and SOYO
  (a)  Registration Fees 35,000 35,000 0
  (b)  Food for Hungry 150,000 150,000 0
 4.  Archdiocese Convention 75,000 0 -75,000
 5.  Department of Charities – Children’s Relief Fund 120,000 120,000 0
Total from Conventions and Organizations 1,907,000 1,867,000 -40,000

E.  Other Archdiocese Receipts
 1.  Balamand Theological Education 50,000 50,0000
 2.  Sale of Orthodox Books and Publications 125,000 150,000 25,000
 3.  Subscriptions to The WORD Magazine 3,000 3,000 0
 4.  St. Stephen’s Course of Studies & Master’s Program 180,000 185,000 5,000
 5.  Interest on Investments 80,000 80,000 0
 6.  Miscellaneous 10,000 10,000 0
Total Other Receipts 448,000 478,000 30,000

TOTAL BUDGETED SOURCES OF RECEIPTS
Items A. through E. 5,882,000 5,957,000 75,000

TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENDITURES 5,899,000 6,068,000 169,000

EXCESS OF BUDGETED RECEIPTS OVER EXPENDITURES -17,000 -111,000 -94,000

Notes to Budget

Note 1 – Maintenance and Operation of Archdiocese Headquarters
   Budget Budget Difference
   2014 2105
Office Staff Salaries 350,000 400,000 50,000
Medical Health, Life Insurance & Social Security 180,000 230,000 50,000
Household (including Housekeeper’s and Cook’s wages) 150,000 150,000 
Utilities (telephone, gas, electricity, oil heating) 45,000 50,000 5,000
Postage  20,000 25,000 5,000
Repairs and Maintenance 100,000 110,000 10,000
Capital Improvements 30,000 30,000 
Office Supplies 13,000 14,000 1,000
Automobile Expense (gas, oil, repairs, insurance, etc.) 15,000 15,000 
Sewer Charges and Cottage Real Estate Taxes 20,000 30,000 10,000
Copier Lease Payment 3,000 3,000 
Total  926,000 1,057,000 131,000

Note 2 – Bishops Stipends and Benefits
Bishops Stipends 451,000 451,000 
Medical, Health and Life Insurance 120,000 140,000 20,000
Total  571,000 591,000 20,000

Note 3 – Chanceries
Chancery in Toledo 30,000 30,000 
Chancery in Los Angeles 60,000 60,000 
Chancery in Wichita 40,000 40,000 
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November 1, 2013
Dearly Beloved,

I greet you once again on behalf of all children of the Children’s Relief Fund, past and pres-
ent, and pray that you receive this letter in their gratitude an appreciation for the love and 
concern you have shown them in our Lord’s name.

This letter brings to you our “2013 Christmas Appeal” for the Children’s Relief Fund. The 
purpose of this  program within the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church of North America 
is to provide scholarship funds for the needy children in Lebanon and Palestine.
Since its inception in 1983, the Children’s Relief Fund, through your generosity, has pro-
vided partial  educational  scholarships to several thousand needy elementary and high school 
children. These children remain thankful that someone out there cares for their welfare. In 
2012, you supported 420 students (320 in Lebanon and 100 in Palestine).

As you prepare your year-end charitable gifts and near the blessed nativity of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, please consider making a donation to the Children’s Relief Fund.
The need to continue our work is now more challenging as more and more children are in 
need of financial  assistance (we have some 44 applications of children waiting to be spon-
sored and we are expecting more  applications from children of Syrian refugees in Lebanon),

For those of you who are already sponsoring a child, we offer our most profound thanks 
and gratitude. We hope that new sponsors join this humanitarian effort to lift the burden off 
these children.

New sponsors are encouraged to open a window of concern and join this humanitarian effort 
to lift the burden off these children by sponsoring an individual needy child at a minimum of 
$400 ($1.10 a day) or by simply making a donation to the general fund.

May the blessings of the Holy Season be with you and your loved ones now an throughout 
the coming year. Your generous gift will help in educating a needy child.
As always, I remain –

Yours in Christ,
Fr. George M. Rados
 
National Director

Children’s Relief Fund
 www.Thecrf.net
Email: childrensrelieffund@gmail.com

Whoever receives one little child like this in my
name receives me. (Matt. 18:5)

CHILDREN’S RELIEF FUND
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES

Sponsor a child now
•  Take the first step today! Fill out the form below and mail it in.
•  We’ll send you the photo and personal story of one child on our waiting list.
•  The minimum cost is $400 a year

ENCLOSED

q is my charitable gift of $ ____________ to sponsor a child ($400.00/year).

q  is a donation of $ ____________ . We cannot sponsor a child at this time, but would 
like to contribute to the general fund.

Please provide the following: (information remains private)
Donor(s) _______________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________________________________
State ___________________________________________________________________
Zip ____________________________________________________________________
E-mail _________________________________________________________________

I prefer to sponsor a: Boy ______ Girl ______ No Preference ______ 
From Lebanon ______ From Palestine ______ No Preference ______

All contributions are tax deductible.
Please detach and return with your donation to:
Children’s Relief Fund
c/o The Very Rev. George M. Rados, P.O. Box 60692Potomac, MD 20859 
Thank you for caring about children.
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I get the call. Dispatched, I rush to the scene; it’s an 
automobile accident. Approaching the crushed car and 
dying occupant, I recognize the reality that this young, 
female driver had no warning that today, her final day on 
earth, has arrived. As an Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT) my past two years of high school, I have wit-
nessed many life-and-death situations that have forced 
me to reflect on the meaning of life and have been cata-
lysts for my growth in my Orthodox Christian faith.

Continuing chest compressions while balancing on the 
side of a gurney, I realize that this patient’s past actions 
have defined forever who she is. As we pull into the hos-
pital and I hear the doctor call the time of death, “4:43 
p.m.,” I can only imagine the possibilities that my pa-
tient will face as she confronts our Creator. Merely an 
hour ago, this woman was driving her car to pick up her 
son from preschool. In medicine, though, an hour is of-
ten everything. That magical window of time, the golden 
hour, is what truly determines whether a patient lives or 
dies. Within one hour, a young, 27-year-old mother’s life 
tragically and suddenly ended. Of course I could not tell 
you anything about her spiritually, but what I do know 
is that the way this woman lived her earthly life will de-
termine how she will be judged by our Lord in Heaven.

Ideally, in a sin-free world, we would all enter the King-
dom of Heaven. No one would be turned away at the 
door, as were the women in the Gospel parable told in 
Saint Matthew, Chapter 25. Just as the five, unprepared 
foolish virgins were locked out from the bridegroom, 
those of us who are not spiritually ready when the time 
of Judgment comes will be locked out of the Kingdom. 
Since we are unaware of when our lives could end, it is 
imperative that as Orthodox Christians we remain fully 
cognizant of the consequences of being unprepared in 
the eyes of Christ. Elder Paisios of Mt. Athos stated, “In 
the past our nation lived spiritually, so God blessed her, 

and the saints helped us in miraculous fashion. Today 
we continue to call ourselves Orthodox Christians, but 
we don’t live Orthodox lives.” As God’s children, you 
and I need to strive each and every day to live Christian 
lives in order to achieve eternal life with our Creator. As 
Jesus explained to his Apostles, “Inasmuch as you did it 
to the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me” (Mat-
thew 25:40). Our service to the needy is a significant 
manifestation of our love for and obedience to God.

Recently, I participated in a mission with our Archdio-
cese’s Youth Equipped to Serve. During this YES trip, 
I realized how often we misapply the term help. It is 
perceived as a word of kindness or selflessness by those 
who use it in their daily vocabulary. In reality, however, 
this term is insufficient when one is truly emulating the 
works of our Lord. The word help can have a negative 
connotation of superiority in what should be a mutual 
relationship. Since each of us is made in the likeness 
and image of God, we are all God’s children and equal 
in His eyes. We, therefore, need to follow Jesus’ central 
teaching to “love one another,” which we manifest by 
looking horizontally at our fellow man, seeing his needs, 
and then acting upon those needs. “Just as you want 
men to do to you, you also do to them likewise” (Luke 
6:31). Rather than using the word help, I believe we 
should employ the more accurate term serve.

On this YES trip, we visited the Open Table Church. This 
unique church opens its doors to unite a diverse congre-
gation consisting of people who are both spiritually and 
physically hungry. In the basement there is a thrift shop 
which sells very economical clothing as well as a variety 
of baked goods. Recently, the church experienced dif-
ficulties when their basement was totally flooded. While 
there, I met a father and his two young children. I was 
in awe to discover that although this family has been 
homeless and in dire poverty for three years, they dedi-
cate much of their time to serve the parishioners by re-
building the church’s interior, and they constantly thank 
God for their blessings.

I was very inspired to meet these children who, in spite 
of their suffering, had so much commitment and belief 
in God, when even I have moments of skepticism. As an 
Orthodox teenager, I face many challenges that test my 
preparation to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. In order to 
prepare for the future, we are advised to focus our atten-
tion on our behaviors and choices in the present. In the 
Gospel passage, “I was hungry and you gave Me food; 
I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger 
and you welcomed Me in; I was naked and you clothed 

Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me” 
(Matthew 25:35-36), the Lord speaks to the righteous, commending them 
on their good deeds and faithful lives. Our twenty-first century generation of 
teenagers widely assume that prayer and dedication to Christ would require 
an extreme level of commitment that is unattainable by most young people. 
This false, preconceived notion affects the choices that youth make each day. 
We hear the Gospel without applying the meaning of the words in our daily 
life. We look at icons of saints without knowing the story behind their images. 
We pray mechanically, without knowing whom we are entreating. We serve 
without awareness of the outcome of our actions. We live lives ignorant of the 
truth of our Lord’s limitless love.

My brothers and sisters in Christ, it is time to open our eyes to the reality of 
entering the Kingdom of God. Another important aspect of serving our fel-
low man is through constantly praying for each other. Father Richard Rohr, 
an ecumenical priest in New Mexico, explains that prayer can be as simple as 
calling God’s name. “The Jewish name for God – Yahweh – was not spoken, 
but breathed. Its correct pronunciation is an attempt to imitate the sound 
of our inhaling and exhaling, which we do every moment.” This unspoken, 
effortless prayer comes as a surprise to many because of its rudimentary na-
ture. When we entreat the Lord in daily prayer, we remain closer to Him and 
to achieving entrance into His Kingdom at the Last Judgment. I believe that 
since Christians are called to see the Lord in everyone, our prayers should 
include everyone, even the least of our brethren. We can emulate the petitions 
in the Divine Liturgy’s Great Ektenia when we pray for our Lord’s mercy, “for 
every city and land, and for the faithful who dwell therein,” and “for the sick 
and the suffering.”

As an EMT, I see our Lord in the tears of a distraught husband when I per-
form CPR on his young wife. As an avid member of our church youth group, 
I see our Lord in the face of a homeless man and in the loving expressions of 
hungry children when I offer them lunch on a cold, winter day. As a student, 
I see our Lord even in the eyes of a non-believer when I help him study for 
a test. As a human being, I see our Lord in the smile of a stranger walk-
ing down the street. We are taught since birth that the Lord is omnipresent. 
Father  Seraphim Rose says, “Everything in this life passes away – only God 
remains, only He is worth struggling towards. We have a choice: to follow the 
way of this world, of the society that surrounds us, and thereby find ourselves 
outside of God; or to choose the way of life, to choose God Who calls us and 
for Whom our heart is searching.” Every time we seek the Lord and aim to 
please Him through our particular actions, we are advancing in our journey 
to heaven’s blessings.

As we travel through our life, we face detours, delays and stopovers. Stop-
overs afford us time to reflect upon where we have been and how we have 
reached the plateau where we are, and to look ahead, towards where we are 
going. When we face storms during our journey, it is then that we find shelter 
in our own inner strength. This is the strength that has been given to us, nur-
tured and modeled by our Lord. There will be foreboding, dangerous moun-
tains to climb, but we will persevere because we have packed our provisions 
well. We bring with us the fortitude and love of our Lord as He sacrificed His 
own life for our well-being. As Orthodox Christians, we need to remember our 
golden hour is now, and what we choose to do with that hour is the means of 
judgment for eternity. So we must prepare ourselves and choose wisely before 
we get the call.

Oratorical Contest Finalist

Daniella batarseh (17),  
St. George Church, Little 
Falls, New Jersey, is the 

Judges’ Choice from the 
Dioceses of New York, 
Washington, D.C., and 

Charleston, Oakland and 
the East.

DAILy DEVOTIONS
DECEMBER 2013

1.  EPHESIANS 2:4-10; MATTHEW 22:1-14 
(FAST)

2. 1 THESSALONIANS 2:20-3:8; 
 LUKE 20:27-44 (FAST)
3. 1 THESSALONIANS 3:9-13; 
 LUKE 21:12-19 (FAST)
4.  GALATIANS 3:23-29; MATTHEW 5:24-34 

(FAST)
5. 1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-8;
 LUKE 21:28-33 (FAST)
6. HEBREWS 13:17-21; LUKE 6:17-23 (FAST)
7.  2 CORINTHIANS 11:1-6; LUKE 13:18-29 

(FAST)
8. EPHESIANS 2:14-22; LUKE 13:10-17 (FAST)
9. GALATIANS 4:22-31; LUKE 8:16-21 (FAST)
10. 2 THESSALONIANS 1:10-2:2;
 MARK 8:22-26 (FAST)
11. 2 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12;
 MARK 8:30-34 (FAST)
12. HEBREWS 13:17-21; LUKE 6:17-23 (FAST)
13. 2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-18;
 MARK 9:33-41 (FAST)
14. GALATIANS 1:3-10; LUKE 14:1-11 (FAST)
15. COLOSSIANS 3:4-11; LUKE 14:16-24 (FAST)
16. 1 TIMOTHy 1:1-7; MARK 9:42-10:1 (FAST)
17. 1 TIMOTHy 1:8-14; MARK 10:2-12 (FAST)
18. 1 TIMOTHy 1:18-20; 2:8-15; 
 MARK 10:11-16 (FAST)
19. 1 TIMOTHy 3:1-13; MARK 10:17-27 (FAST)
20. 1 TIMOTHy 4:4-8, 16; MARK 10:23-32 (FAST)
21. GALATIANS 3:8-12; LUKE 13:18-29 (FAST)
22. HEBREWS 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40;
 MATTHEW 1:1-25 (FAST)
23. 1 TIMOTHy 5:1-10; MARK 10:46-52 (FAST)
24. HEBREWS 1:1-12; LUKE 2:1-20 (FAST)
25. GALATIANS 4:4-7; MATTHEW 2:1-12
 THE NATIVITy OF OUR LORD
26. HEBREWS 2:11-18; MATTHEW 2:13-23
27.  ACTS 6:8-15; 7:1-5, 47-60 

MATTHEW 21:33-42
28. 1 TIMOTHy 6:11-16; MATTHEW 12:15-21
29. GALATIANS 1:11-19; MATTHEW 2:13-23
30. 2 TIMOTHy 2:20-26; LUKE 19:37-44
31. 2 TIMOTHy 3:16-4:4; LUKE 19:45-48
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God has blessed you.  
Share your blessings with others through The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch.   

The Order supports many worthwhile projects and they all build up the Body of Christ.  
To learn more call 201-871-1355 or email theorder@antiochian.org,  

or visit the web at orderofstignatius.org.

THE ORDER • 358 MOUNTAIN ROAD • ENGLEWOOD, NJ  07631

THIS THANKSGIVING,
COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS.

THEN OFFER THEM TO GOD.




