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Basic Principles of Adult Education 
Dr. Anton Vrame/Robert Snyder 
 
In this presentation attendees will look at the basic issues of adult education such as adult development 
over the lifespan, what makes for good adult education practice, that is, how it is different and should be 
different from childhood education, to topics and strategies for an adult education program in the Church. 
Dr. Vrame has been the Director of the Department of Religious Education for the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese since 2007, and Executive Director of the OCEC since 2009. Robert Snyder, has been 
involved in the Christian education field for 30 years as a teacher, youth advisor, author and adult 
educator. For the last 20 years, he has held the post of Christian Education Coordinator for the Antiochian 
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest. 
 
 
Weaving Adult Education into the Parish 
Gerry Clonaris   
 
At his home parish, St. Nektarios Parish in Charlotte, North Carolina, Gerry has achieved the goal of 
integrating adult education into a successful overall catechetical program. He will share his extensive 
knowledge by quickly reviewing the need and importance of Adult Religious Education and will then go 
into the details of creating a program that will fit your parish.  He will also cover the challenges we are all 
faced with in the Great Commission to "go and make disciples of all nations.” Gerry is the Adult 
Religious Education Ministry Chairman at his parish as well as Chairman of the Archdiocesan Religious 
Education Committee. 
 
Making Your Parish a Catechetical Powerhouse 
Fr. Josiah Trenham 
 
The purpose of this workshop is to set forth a parish vision for fulfilling the command of Jesus to "teach 
them all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28). Fr. Josiah will use St. Andrew Church, Riverside, 
California, as a case study on how to build a successful catechism and adult education program. St. 
Andrew Church has catechized and received into Holy Orthodoxy more than 350 persons in the last 15 
years, and has a regular adult education program, which educates more than 100 persons each week. 
Successes and failures will be shared, as over the years many catechetical ideas have been tried. 
 
Everywhere Present: Christianity & the One Storey Universe 
Fr. Stephen Freeman  
 
Fr. Stephen is pastor of St. Anne Church in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. He is an AFR Podcaster, and blogger 
of “Glory to God for All Things,” that averages over 1 million views per year. His book, Everywhere 
Present challenges the secular idea that God lives in a storey above us. Fr. Stephen shows the idea to be 
false by Orthodox spirituality, indicating several ways to find God around us each day. Everywhere 
Present has been a life-changing book for many people. Fr. Stephen will present a study guide for the use 
of his book as curriculum. 
 
 
 
 



Introducing the Irenaea Course: A Practical Catechism of Orthodox Life 
Fr. John Oliver 
 
The Irenaea Course is a practical and sustained reflection on the human experience of God as understood 
in the Orthodox Church. The material is presented in ten sessions, not as a set of facts or a collection of 
data, but as a transfiguring way of life. As participants learn about the Church, they learn about 
themselves; as they discover what the Church is, they discover what they can become. The catechism is a 
work-in-progress--only the major segments are outlined. This course is for those who are intrigued by the 
premise and willing to wait, or be educated by Fr. John’s explanations during the session, willing to write 
their own lessons. 
 
An Introduction to God and Orthodoxy & Heterodoxy 
Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick 
 
In the popular book, Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy, Fr. Andrew traces the origins of the various Christian 
denominations and compares their belief systems with Orthodoxy. He also considers non-Christian 
religions. On reviewer said he approached this task, “gently and humbly,” and another said, “with just 
enough detail.” His second book, An Introduction to God is shorter, but just as interesting.  Fr. Andrew 
will present ideas for using his books as adult education materials at the parish level. 
 
Orthodox Smart Phones and More 
Anestis Jordanoglou/Vasiliki Oldziey 
 
Orthodox adult education is available to anyone who has access to a smart phone or a computer. 
Technology has provided us with a multitude of websites, just to name one venue. Vasiliki Oldziey will 
present the options for available on the internet: websites, podcasts, videocasts, and YouTube. Anestis 
Jordanoglou will demonstrate how to program your smart phone so that it can be an Orthodox educational 
device, and prayer partner, with you at all times.  
 
Where to Begin: Q&A, Dialogue and Discussion 
Kevin Allen 
 
Participants interested in adult education planning for their parish will have an opportunity to share their 
particular situations with one another, discuss possibilities, and receive assistance from Kevin Allen 
during this session. Kevin was the keynote speaker for this event.  
 
Formal Continuing Education Opportunities 
Bishop THOMAS/Fr. Sergius Halvorsen 
 
Those who are interested in more formal academic opportunities can receive information about higher 
education institutions and programs in this session. Literature will be available from Orthodox seminaries,  
and colleges, Orthodox programs at other colleges, and Orthodox programs through distance learning.  
The session will be hosted by His Grace Bishop THOMAS is Bishop of Charleston, Oakland and the 
Mid-Atlantic of the Antiochian Archdiocese. Fr. Sergius is an Assistant Professor at St. Vladimir’s 
Seminary. 
 
 


