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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

INVITING CHRISTIANS HOME TO HIS CHURCH 

A Protestant friend steps into an Orthodox Church and carefully comments:
“Quite beautiful, he said, but doesn't the Bible warn against graven images?"

His concern was sincere as his Old Testament law warns, "You shall have no graven images" (Ex.

20:4). So, do the icons portraying Jesus the Christ, His Mother, the saints, and biblical events, represent

graven images?  First, icons were not inventions of the apostate medieval Church.  Instead, from the

earliest, they proved a good tool for piety and instruction, with images of the cherubim being integral

to the Jewish Temple.  In Ex 25:10-22 we see the careful instruction of the Lord God concerning the

Ark of the Covenant having two cherubim of hammered gold, at the ends of His Mercy Seat. God said,

“There I will make Myself known to you, and I will speak with you from above the mercy seat, from

between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of  testimony...” 

Thus it is the Lord Who offers us images, and now His face, in remembrance of His glory.

Noted Christian historian Eusebius tells us of icons of Jesus our Savior, and of Peter and Paul, that he

witnessed.  Saint Gregory of Nyssa, speak of being deeply moved by an icon of the sacrifice of Isaac:

"I have seen a painted representation of this passion, and have never passed by without shedding tears,

for art brings the story vividly to the eyes." From then until now, the list goes on.

YET MORE CAN BE OFFERED ABOUT MAN-MADE IMAGES AND WHAT IS ACCEPTABLE?

Saint John of Damascus, a champion of icons, summarizes it best in his “On the Divine Image”.  See

if you agree: “It is obvious in contemplating God the Word becoming man, that you may depict Him

clothed in human form. When the invisible One becomes visible, then you may draw His likeness.

When He Who is bodiless, immeasurable, and boundless in His own nature, empties Himself, taking

on the form of a servant, you may now draw His image, showing it to anyone desiring to gaze upon

it".  His plea is simple:

 “Depict His Incarnation – His virgin birth, His baptism in the River Jordan, His Transfiguration, and 

the glory of His Cross. This because through His divine grace, He purposed our salvation while yet in the body. 

Absolutely, show His saving cross, the tomb, the resurrection, the ascension into the heavens,.”

Absolutely, it is important to depict the glory of His Incarnation; of His working “with and within” us.
For in this, material creation is sanctified, becoming windows to heaven, while revealing the far-greater
glory of the Godhead – the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Thus one is able to see how icons
help protect Christians from idolatry and false teachings!  So let us show reverences to icons depicting
Jesus the existing One, and other Christian images, with honor and veneration, drawing us nearer to
Him.  For our adoration and love is directed to Jesus, the enhypostatic One; to our being with Him,
at His Banquet Table, living in the promised hope of His Resurrection and life in the world to Come.
It is our faith to give Him thankful worship in joyous song and through Him, to His and our Father.

In Christ, Jesus, Who re-opened Paradise to the Repentant Thief,

Paul Goetz, SAAOT
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