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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

"Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise." – Luke 23:43 

Deacon Howard loved the Academy, especially our prison ministry program.  He appreciated our careful

attentiveness to the special needs of people with troubled lives, living difficult, almost hopeless lives.  He

will be dearly missed as a good friend to our prisoner-students, yet we joy in his being in Paradise.

In remembrance of his caring love of people, we offer the following letter from a prisoner-student.

Dear Paul and all at St. Athanasius Academy,

Greetings in the Grace and mercy of our Lord and Pantocrator.

Thank you for your classes. I am Orthodox from my youth, yet in my self-pride, I fell away from

what I seemed unable to acknowledge as true and real. Your classes and your careful guidance

has broadened my understanding of what it means to be Orthodox.  I now stand self-convicted,

no longer condemned, for having turned away from the Lord and His Church.  I have come home.

I feel I am being firmly grounded in my faith and thank the Lord for prison, where I was finally

able to once again turn to Him, to His love and His grace.  What a treasure I lost in my

foolishness, and what a true joy to know He still calls me son.  Nothing makes me more content

than to talk about and share this with those really interested in the One, Holy, Catholic, and

Apostolic Church.

Thank you again for giving me this opportunity. I look forward to each lesson and each course.

This is a gift I can never repay, except in giving back to others as you and the Academy have given

so much of yourself and your time, to me.  Glory be to God in all things.  – Andrew.

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO CONTINUE THIS MISSION.  WITH THE LORD’S GRACE, HEARTS ARE BEING HEALED

AND RELATIONSHIPS RESTORED.  YET NOT WITHOUT YOU AND YOUR FINANCIAL GIFT.  PLEASE HELP TODAY.

In Christ, Jesus, Who re-opened Paradise to the Thief on the cross,  

A good and dear friend of St. Athanasius Academy, Fr. Deacon
Howard Shannon recently departed to the Lord.  He was best of
friends with the recently departed Fr. Richard Ballew, Fr. Jack Sparks,
and Fr. Peter Gillquist. Together as a team, they were in constant
pursuit of the Lord’s Grace and Truth. Dn. Howard will be
remembered as a man with the spirit of true charity, opening his
heart to the many in need of the Lord and His gentle-kindness.

^ UNIQUE AMONG MEN, MAY HIS MEMORY BE ETERNAL.
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In Tribute to our friend and faithful servant of His Church
Fr. Dn Howard Shannon – May His Memory be Eternal 
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