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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

T H E VO IC E O F TH E FAT H ER  –  A  SEC O N D  TIM E

FIRST HIS BAPTISM –  NOW HIS TRANSFIGURATION

"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."

The Uncreated Grace and Power of the Lord is revealed to us a second time. This time
at His Transfiguration. Not from a sense of obligation, but for our sake, just as a father
honors us and a mother offers her child comfort.  Best, this divine providence is  natural
and thus unconditional. Music of the Church helps summarizes the significance and
power of His Transfiguration on Mount Tabor: “... O Sovereign Lord, taking Thy chief
disciples, Thou wast transfigured on this day, high upon holy Tabor, whereon Elijah and
Moses stood in great awe and trembling as they Thy servants talked with Thee. Like
them, we give Thee worship, O Savior Christ, with Thy Father and Thine All-holy
Spirit, Who from a Virgin does shine forth for mortal man's salvation.”

From the ORTHODOX STUDY BIBLE: OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT , p 1301, is the following: 

"And He was transfigured before them, His face shone like the sun, 
and His clothes became as white as this light" (Mat. 17:2).

The Transfiguration is a theophany and manifests God, especially to the divinity of Christ.
It is revealed to us through a display of His uncreated divine energy.  Therefore, the
Orthodox Church celebrates the Transfiguration of the Lord as a major feast day.

Several elements of the Transfiguration show that Christ is both Messiah and God:

1.  Because God is light (1 Jn 1:5), the bright cloud being witnessed is the very face
of Jesus' human face, shining like the sun.  Further the whiteness of His garment
(Mt 17:2, 5) also  demonstrate Jesus to be God.  (In some icons this light is shown
as beyond white, a blue-white, ineffable color, indicating its spiritual origin.

2.  The Father then bears witness from heaven concerning His Son. He does not say,
"He Who comes, is My beloved Son," instead, "This is My beloved Son" (Mt. 17:5).
This let’s us know that this divine person – the Son of God – is also, by His nature,
our Christ. For from eternity past, before Jesus' Baptism and Transfiguration, He is
not only God's Son fully sharing in the very same one essence of the Father, He is
also Jesus our Christ – God of God, and Light and Light.
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3.  The Transfiguration not only proclaims Christ's divine sonship, but foreshadows
His coming glory when, as the Messiah, He will usher in the long-awaited
Kingdom. The bright cloud recalls both temple worship and the cloud that went
before the Israelites in the wilderness. It is the visible sign of God being present
with His faithful, in an extraordinary fashion.

Peter sees this as a promised fulfilled and a sign of His Kingdom having come.
Further, knowing the Feast of Tabernacles is the feast of the coming Kingdom,
Peter asks to build booths (Mt 17:4) for each of them, as was traditional, to serve
as symbols of God's dwelling among the just in the Kingdom.

4.  Moses represents the law and all those who have died awaiting the Lords
Incarnation. As for Elijah, he represents the prophets. Further and since Elijah
himself did not experience death — he also speaks to all who are alive in Christ.
Their presence shows that the law and the prophets, the living and the dead, all
bear witness to Jesus  – He being the Messiah prophesied, the fulfillment of the
whole of the Old Testament.

The presence of Moses and Elijah also manifests the communion of the saints
(Heb 12:1).  For both men are immediately recognizable and talk with the Lord.
Further, the disciples are now able to understand Jesus' words, "Elijah has come
already" (Mt. 17:12), referring to John the Baptist.  Moreover, their eyes are now
open and able to understand the words of Malachi's prophecy (4:5, 6); "in the
spirit and power of Elijah" (Lk 1:17), rather than to Elijah himself.

5. Finally, the Holy Trinity is again made manifest – as at Christ’s Baptism .  For
Christ is transfigured (Mt 17:2), the Father speaks from heaven testifying to Jesus'
divine sonship (17:5), and the Holy Spirit is present in the form of a dazzling light
surrounding Christ's person, and overshadowing the whole mountain (17:5).

May the Light of His Transfiguration enlighten our souls, bringing about the healing of our
soul and body, with a joyful thankfulness, giving all glory to Him. 

In His Hope and Peace.

Sincerely,

Paul Goetz for St. Athanasius Academy

T h e O rth od ox  fa ith  –  i t s  ph i losoph y an d  theo log ica l  teach ings  –  w as  h an ded  dow n  by  the  A po st le s ,
c o n f i r m e d  b y  H o ly  S c r ip tu r e ,  th e  S e v e n  E c u m e n i c a l  C o u n c i l s ,  a n d  l i v e d  th r o u g h  H i s  C h u rc h .

This  faith is what lead the translation of the: O SB: SEPTU AG IN T O LD  AN D  N EW  TESTAM ENT  


