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�e Metropolitan shared that, in our Church, it has 
been the women, mothers and God-mothers, who have 
inspired and nurtured future church leaders. Today, too, 
it is mothers who give their children back to God to do 
ministry. It is the women who teach our children about 
God and then help our children encounter Him. It is the 
mothers who plant the seeds of ministry that God and 
the Church nurture and grow. Sayidna JOSEPH says that 
we need the women to mobilize a ministry force for the 
Church to do her mission. With this introduction, Met-
ropolitan JOSEPH challenged the women to make this 

work their project for the coming year and for the years to 
come: not just to raise funds for ministry, but also to raise 
people to do that ministry, to sacri�ce our children to do 
ministry and to inspire others to do the same.

�e Antiochian Women have never failed to rise to 
the challenges of a Metropolitan, but no challenge has 
ever been quite as involved. �e Metropolitan is asking 
the ladies not just to raise funds, but to inspire people, to 
enter into Christ’s own ministry, to call and send people 
to lead the Church. Such a challenge presupposes a ma-
turity of the Church in this land and a con�dence in the 
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LEADERSHIP. WITH WHAT AT LEAST ONE OF OUR WOMEN DESCRIBED AS “A HEAVY HEART,” 
METROPOLITAN JOSEPH SHARED WITH THE WOMEN THAT THE ARCHDIOCESE WILL NEED MORE 
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ladies on the part of the Metropolitan. �is challenge is an example of a vision of cooperation 
between the hierarchy and laity that will surely change our Archdiocese for all time. What 
might have inspired our Metropolitan to be so audacious?

During the week leading up to this challenge, Metropolitan HIEROTHEOS of Nafpak-
tos and St. Vlassios spoke powerfully to the bishops and clergy of the Archdiocese, gathered 
for our regular Clergy Symposium. �is world-renowned theologian and author addressed 
the real di�erences between Eastern and Western theology, and Orthodox psychotherapy and 
Western psychology, as well as the relationship between Orthodoxy and modern science. He 
did not shy away from the ethical dilemmas that arise. (�ese lectures are available on An-
cient Faith Radio and are well worth the time.) Metropolitan HIEROTHEOS skillfully ex-
plained how God saves and works in healing our souls, minds and bodies. He explained what 
he means by Orthodox psychotherapy and how we can be agents of healing in a fallen world. 
�e Metropolitan also shared with us some powerful insights from the recent meetings in 
Crete. Such an inspiration was only part of what may have inspired our beloved Primate.

Metropolitan JOSEPH came to the Symposium and Archdiocese organizational meet-
ings almost directly from special sessions of the Antiochian Holy Synod, which had gathered 
to respond to the meeting in Crete. Because of disappointing failures to resolve the problems 
involving the agenda, rules and procedures for the meeting, as well as broken promises con-
cerning church order, the Antiochian delegation did not attend. Antioch had waited until 
just before the meeting to cancel our trip, in hopes of a resolution to the problems. �e 
Churches of Moscow, Georgia and Bulgaria also were not in attendance. (See the response of 
the Antiochian Patriarchate at Antiochian.org.)

I am hopeful that the Crete meeting can be the beginning of fruitful cooperative work 
for the Church in this age. Perhaps lessons learned as we attempt to rearticulate our relation-
ships with each other can bring forth a new level of mutual respect and cooperation, and 
help safeguard our Orthodox ecclesiology. In any case, the meetings point to our need to be 
faithful in our praxis or in carrying out our commission to share Christ with the people of 
North America in authentic Orthodox Christian ways.

Carrying out the direction of our work as an Orthodox Christian Archdiocese, I believe, 
emboldened our Metropolitan JOSEPH to engage our Antiochian Women in the service of 
vocations. Recognizing the challenges and needs of America and our Archdiocese led Sayidna 
JOSPEH to challenge the women to do what only Antiochian women have been able to do 
in the Antiochian Church for generations.

Bishop JOHN

onsider these miracles 
recorded in the New Tes-
tament: a man crippled 
from birth is healed and 
walks for the �rst time in 

his life; a blind man receives his sight 
and the world colors to life before him; 
a slave woman is delivered from the 
demon that made money for her mas-
ters; a foretold famine comes to pass; 
many people are healed from devas-
tating diseases; signs and wonders are 
performed that defy the laws of nature.

Notice two features about those 
miracles: none were performed by 
Jesus Christ, and all were performed 
by His followers: the crippled man was 
healed through Peter; the blind man 
received his sight through Ananias; 
the slave woman was delivered from 
demon-possession through Paul; a 
future famine is foretold through Aga-
bus; several people were healed from 
diseases through Philip; and nature-
defying signs and wonders were per-
formed through Stephen.

What are we to make of mere 
mortals performing miracles? Does erupting in wonder 
before what they accomplished deny or diminish the 
majesty of Christ, in Whose name and under Whose 
authority and for Whose glory those miracles were 
accomplished?

Christ commanded His followers to go forth into the 

world and do precisely what Peter, 
Ananias, Paul, Agabus, Philip, and 
Stephen did. It’s a beautiful scene in 
the Tenth Chapter of St. Matthew’s 
Gospel when Christ sends forth His 
disciples with this mandate: I give 
you authority to heal the sick, raise 
the dead, cleanse the  diseased, and 
cast out demons. “For I have given 
you an example, that ye should do 
as I have done to you” (John 13:15).

With that context, let’s visit a few 
passages of Holy Scripture:

•  Exodus 7 records the humiliation 
of Pharaoh at the hands of Moses 
and Aaron, the Lord’s servants, 
who are inspired by the Holy 
Spirit to perform miracles and 
speak with boldness. How did 
the Lord address Moses? “I have 
made you a god to Pharaoh.”

•  Isaiah 41 records the words of the 
Lord to the faithful Israelites, and 
announces to them, “Declare the 
things coming at the end of time, 
and all will know that you are 
gods.”

•  Psalm 82 – in a passage that Jesus Himself quotes in 
John 10, revealing His purpose for human life – re-
cords the Lord speaking to His children, saying, “You 
are gods, and you are all sons of the Most High.”

•  John 1 describes Christ as full of the divinity of His 
Father, and then says, “Of His fullness, we all receive.”
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“LET GOD BE MAGNIFIED”
ON THE VENERATION OF MARY AND THE SAINTS

C

Fr. John Oliver

LET ALL THOSE THAT SEEK THEE REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN THEE: AND LET SUCH AS LOVE 
THY SALVATION SAY CONTINUALLY, LET GOD BE MAGNIFIED.       Psalm 70:4
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used you to bring His light to my soul, which, alas, is 
darkened.”

�e hopeful husband can say, “Dear, you are my 
hope,” understanding that God alone is hope by nature 
but has shared Himself with the wife by grace; “Dear, 
you are my shelter,” knowing that God alone is shelter 
by nature but has shared Himself with the wife by grace. 
And so on: because the wife is a vessel of the Holy Spir-
it, she embodies divine attributes, such as light, hope, 
shelter, refuge, consolation, and joy, to her husband. Are 
these traits hers by nature? No, they are there by grace. 
God, who has been magni�ed in her, now shines upon 
her husband.

THEOSIS AS CONNECTION

It is a proper understanding of theosis, then, that sets 
a proper stage for connecting with the saints, and ven-
erating them: because God “is not the God of the dead 
but of the living; and all are alive to Him” (Luke 20:38); 
because “to be absent from the body is to be present 
with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8); because “we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses”  (Hebrews 

12:1); because “the prayers of the righteous mattereth 
much” (James 5:16), why can’t we strugglers on earth 
appeal to the victors in paradise to intercede for us at 
the throne of God? �ese are reasons why Christians 
throughout the centuries, until modernity, “pray” – that 
is, request, appeal, plead intercession – to the saints. We do 
not worship saints: we ask.

When that �nal trumpet shall sound, bringing to a 
close this mortal time, how, precisely, shall God be glo-
ried in His Second Coming? “In His saints,” for “He 
shall come to be glori�ed in His saints, and to be ad-
mired in all them that believe (because our testimony 
among you was believed) in that day” (2 �essalonians 
1:10). How, then, is rejecting the glory in the saints not 
a rejection of the very glory of God?

Let’s remember our crucial key: the eternal and per-
manent distinction between the nature of God (who is 
divine in Himself ) and the grace of God (how He shares 
His divinity with us in the Holy Spirit); the Uncreated 
(the Holy Trinity) and the created (all of us, including 
Mary and all the saints). All human beings, including 
Mary, have no intrinsic, inherent holiness – a point 
Mary herself makes when she calls upon God as “my 

Savior” (Luke 1:53). All holiness comes from God and 
is God.

THEOSIS AS DISTINCTION

When the Orthodox consider other Christian tradi-
tions, the gracious approach is to emphasize what we 
have in common. �ere are times, however, when we 
must acknowledge our di�erences, because those di�er-
ences serve to highlight what we understand to be the 
authentic Christian vision from its various expressions.

For our Protestant friends, ultimate salvation is the 
happiness of heaven, where pleasure is enjoyed forever-
more and the devil can no longer bother. �at is like 
feeling the warmth of the �ame. For our Catholic friends, 
ultimate salvation is the Beati�c Vision, where the souls 
of the saved behold God, but from a distance. �at’s like 
seeing the light of the �ame. What these perspectives have 
in common, however beautiful, is, ironically, a measure 
of eternal separation from God, an eternity without full 
communion with or fellowship in God.

For Orthodox Christians, however, ultimate salva-
tion is to partake of the very life of the Holy Trinity. �at 

is like being interpenetrated with the �ame, becoming by 
grace all that God is by nature. It is neither to take the 
place of God, nor to mystically “morph” and disappear 
into God, but to participate, like a sword thrust into 
�re that glows with the properties of the �re, but is not 
the �re. �is participation is in the very unending life 
that is shared between the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit: to become “partakers of the divine nature” 
(II Peter 1:4). �is is how we may understand the tender 
exchange in the Song of Solomon, “My beloved is mine, 
and I am His” (2:16).

What happens, then, when God’s divine life pen-
etrates our world, in the form of a saint? �at takes us 
back to the beginning: among other glories, it heals the 
crippled, restores sight to the blind, casts out demons, 
prophetically foretells future events, heals diseases, per-
forms nature-defying signs and wonders.

�ere is only one true tragedy in this world, and that 
is that not everyone desires to be a saint.

Fr. John Oliver
St. Elizabeth Orthodox Church

Murfreesboro, Tennessee

•  Hebrews 2 records this bit of theology to the Hebrew 
Christians: “Both the One who makes people holy and 
those who are made holy are of same source.”

•  2 Peter 4 addresses new Christians, reassuring them 
that they were created to become “partakers of the di-
vine nature.”

When one encounters the Lord calling His faithful 
children “gods” and “partakers of the divine nature” and 
“of the same source” as Himself, what does one hear? 
Does God intend to fashion His followers into deities 
like Zeus or Apollo or Athena? Presumably not. But He 
certainly means something more than just “I will make 
you into really nice people.”

Perhaps the Holy Scriptures would have us hear these 
passages in two ways: �rst, God is God, and we are not. 
God is Creator, we are creatures, and there is no similar-
ity between Him and us. Secondly, however, everything 
that God is by nature He wants to give to us by grace. 
He desires to do more than give us gifts like good health 
or material blessing or satisfying relationships: He wants 
to share His very life with us, and �ll every person with 
the same presence and power with which He �lled Peter, 
Ananias, Paul, Agabus, Philip, and Stephen.

It’s a deeply insu�cient analogy, but imagine a large 
candle tipped by a beautiful golden �ame. If we lit lots of 
smaller candles from that single golden �ame, the energy 
from that �rst �ame – the light, the heat, the power – is 
shared with the smaller candles. �e smaller candles are 
not the same as the original candle, but the energy of the 
original candle has been shared with the others that have 
come into contact with its �ame. By sharing, the energy 
of the original candle is not diminished in any way: it 
has just been shared so that the candles next to it come 
alive. �e original �ame has shared “by grace” – by giv-
ing, by outpouring – the light and heat and power that 
it possesses “by nature.”

THEOSIS IN ACTION

�is is the calling of human life: to become by grace 
all that God is by nature, or, theosis. “Every man that 
hath this hope in Him puri�eth himself, even as He is 
pure” (1 John 3:3). Because of the outpouring of His 
life and its indwelling within the pure, biblical adjectives 
that describe God also describe the saints who have be-
come like God. �ese adjectives that describe the saints 
are goals for the rest of us. When the Orthodox refer in 
our liturgical services to Mary as “all-holy, immaculate, 
most-blessed, and glorious,” those are exactly the adjec-
tives that describe every person who is becoming as pure 
in heart as she was:

•  all-holy: “For it is written, ‘Be ye holy even as I am 
holy” (1 Peter 2:16);

•  immaculate: “�at He might present it to Himself a 
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing; but that it should be holy and without 
blemish” (Ephesians 5:27);

•  most-blessed: “Blessed are the poor in spirit...”, “Blessed 
are the meek...”, “Blessed are the merciful...” (Matthew 
5:1–12);

•  glorious: “And the glory which �ou gavest Me I have 
given them; that they may be one, even as We are one” 
(John 17:22).

�ose words, “all-holy, immaculate, most-blessed, 
and glorious,” not only do not set Mary apart from us, 
they actually bring near the One in Whom, like the 
rest of us, she lives and moves and has her being (Acts 
17:28). �is is precisely why Mary can say, “My soul 
magni�es the Lord” (Luke 1:46): her soul enlarges, in-
creases, broadens by grace on earth the holiness, purity, 
blessedness, and glory that the Lord possesses by nature 
in heaven. �is, too, is why she is our example: the hu-
man soul’s magni�cation of the Lord is the goal for every 
human being.

Deeper inquiry into the pages of an Orthodox prayer 
book uncovers greater dynamic language in prayers ad-
dressed to Mary. To the undiscerning, these are scandal-
ous. Again, however, to address Mary as “light of my 
darkened soul, my hope, my shelter, my refuge, my con-
solation, and my joy” is to behold theosis at work. She is 
these because God is these, and she is in God and God 
is in her. In truth, anyone can become these for anyone 
else, and everyone is supposed to become these for ev-
eryone else. �is is the astounding majesty of grace, the 
gift that does not diminish but magni�es the Giver. We 
can become puri�ed vessels of His light and His hope 
and His protection and His safety and His comfort and 
His joy to others.

A husband has a bad day and returns home to his 
wife, who is a mature vessel of the Holy Spirit. She is 
Colossians 1:27 in perfume and a long skirt: “Christ in 
you, the hope of glory.” In words and wisdom, she is 
able to comfort her distraught husband. Feeling better, 
he turns to her and says, “Dear, you are the light of my 
darkened soul.” It’s a more tender and e�cient expres-
sion of his gratitude than, “Dear, theologically-speaking, 
God alone is light, but in His ine�able condescension 
toward mankind He has shone His light in my general 
direction, and, because you have cooperated with Him 
to become a mature vessel of the Holy Spirit, He has 
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Let God Be Magnified

...BECOME BY GRACE ALL THAT GOD IS BY NATURE, OR, THEOSIS



ORDAINED

ABOUID, Deacon Joseph, to the holy priesthood by Bishop 
ANTHONY on June 12, 2016, at St. George Church in Cicero, 
Illinois.

HAZAR, Deacon Joseph, to the holy priesthood by Bishop 
ANTHONY on the Ascension of Our Lord, June 9, 2016, at St. 
George Church in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

JACOBS, Deacon David, to the holy priesthood by 
Bishop THOMAS on June 26, 2016, at St. Mary Church, 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. 

MARX, Archdeacon Meletios, to the holy priesthood by Bishop 
BASIL on May 29, 2016, at St. Joseph Church in Houston, 
Texas. He is assigned as the second priest at that parish.

ELEVATED

MAKOUL, Priest Joshua, to the dignity of Archpriest by 
 Bishop THOMAS on July 17, 2016, at St. George Cathedral, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

REPOSED

HEERS, Fr. Gregory, retired in Simpsonville, South Carolina, 
fell asleep in Christ on June 12, 2016. Memory Eternal!

RETIRED

TRENT, Deacon Samuel, of Christ the Savior Mission, 
Jacksonville, Texas. He remains attached to that Church.

RETURNED TO THE LAITY

DAOUD, Theodoros, formerly Priest at St. Mary Church, 
Hunt Valley, Maryland.

ASSIGNMENTS

BARBERG, Priest Raphael, Assistant Pastor of St. Elijah 
Church, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, effective July 1, 2016.

FINO, Priest Nabil, Pastor of St. James Church, Loveland, 
Ohio, effective July 1, 2016.

HOULI, Priest Amin, Pastor St. George Church, Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, effective July 1, 2016.

JACOBS, Priest David, Pastor of St. James the Apostle 
Mission, Westminster, Maryland, effective July 1, 2016.

KHAYAT, Archpriest Boulous, Pastor of St. Ignatius of Antioch 
Church, Windsor, Ontario, Canada, effective July 1, 2016.

MACKOUL, Priest Alexander, Assistant Pastor of St. John 
Church, Memphis, Tennessee, effective July 1, 2016.

His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH recently sent the following com-
munications to Mr. � eodore Daoud:

July 25, 2016
Mr. � eodore Daoud
Dear Mr. Daoud,

Blessings and greetings to you in the name of our Lord, God, 
and Savior Jesus Christ.

On March 11, 2016, we sent you a letter informing you of 
your immediate suspension from the active priesthood. � e letter 
(attached) had specific information on our decision.

Our decision regarding your suspension was necessary for you 
so that you might concentrate on your  repentance and spiritual 
growth as a priest. Instead of taking this decision as an opportu-
nity for you to focus on your salvation, however, you continued 
to manipulate people, including  some parishioners of St. Mary 
Church, Hunt Valley, Maryland, by calling them and visiting 
them despite my strict directive to you to refrain from doing so. 
Furthermore, on July 24, 2016, you  visited the Patriarchate of 
 Jerusalem, with which we are not in Communion, and celebrat-
ed a  Divine Liturgy at the monastery of St. Elias, Bethlehem, 
Palestine. Mr. Daoud, you knowingly and completely ignored 
the decisions of the Patriarchate of Antioch, our directives, 
and certain  Apostolic Canons.

� erefore, after many prayers, reflections, and thoughts
about your persistent disobedience, you leave us with no choice 
except to return you to the rank of the laity (that is, you are 
laicized), e� ective immediately. We pray that you will be close to 
God and His Church, as you continue your life as a layperson in 
prayer and repentance.

� is decision is strong medicine. A bishop makes it only as a 
last resort and for the long-term spiritual health of the former cler-
gyman, his former parish, and those who might be a� ected in the 
future should he continue uncorrected. � e Apostle writes in He-
brews 12:5, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the 
Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by Him.” I pray that you 
avoid these two reactions, and instead receive this stern, fatherly 
discipline for your salvation. � e same Apostle promises in Verse 
11 the peaceful fruit of righteousness in the lives of all those who 
wholeheartedly accept God’s discipline.

Wishing you all of God’s blessings, I remain,
Your Father in Christ,

+JOSEPH
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of

All North America
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ARCHDIOCESAN OFFICE
March 11. 2016
V. Rev. � eodoros Daoud
Dear Fr. � eodoros:

Blessings to you as we prepare for the Holy Season of the 
Great Fast!

I write to you with sadness to inform you that I have re-
ceived a very large number of letters and phone calls which have 
made serious accusations against you and the way that you con-
duct yourself as a pastor. It has come to the point where it is 
necessary for me to take action.

� erefore, according to my episcopal authority, and consis-
tent with ecclesiastical law, I am  suspending you immediately 
from the active priesthood. As such, you may not celebrate 
any sacred services of the Church, you may not have any contact 

with the people of the Church, and you may not engage in any 
priestly activity whatsoever. Specifically, you are not permitted 
to enter into any part of St. Mary’s Church at any time for any 
reason.

� is suspension will remain in e� ect until I complete the 
current investigation. At that time, a  specific decision will be 
made about your future and that decision will be communicated 
to you in writing.

I pray that you will humble yourself during this Holy Lenten 
Season and follow a path of true repentance.

Your Father in Christ,
+JOSEPH

Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of
All North America

 

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26) 
358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238 

(201) 871-1355 T    Archdiocese@antiochian.org    (201) 871-7954 F 

July 5, 2016 

TO BE READ FROM THE PULPIT AND PRINTED IN THE BULLETIN 

Greetings to you and your families in the name of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. 
I pray that this letter finds you in the best of health. 

I write to you today with a heavy heart as we continue to be confronted with the images 
of destruction, death, and human tragedy in the wake of the severe flood that struck 
West Virginia recently. The entire state of West Virginia has undergone heavy rain which 
caused a deadly and devastating flood that affected severely most of the counties. 
Roads, houses, farms, businesses, and schools were, if not destroyed, at least damaged 
by water, sewage, or mud. Many of the structures are no longer qualified to be 
reoccupied and repairs will cost more than cleaning up and rebuilding. Many of these 
areas lost power and drinking water. In addition to that sad situation, it was reported 
that in some areas there were looting incidents. To say the least, it is an extremely sad 
and difficult situation.  

With that in mind, we appeal to you, the faithful of our God-protected Archdiocese, to 
respond to this disaster with your prayers and monetary offerings so that we can help 
those desperate people in West Virginia who are in need of our support. Please take 
collections in your churches and send one check per parish made out to the “Antiochian 
Archdiocese”, marked in the memo section “West Virginia”, as soon as possible.

Thank you in advance for your help and wishing you all of God’s blessings, I remain, 

Your father in Christ, 

+JOSEPH
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of All North America 

CC: All our beloved Hierarchs

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 
OF NORTH AMERICA 

His Eminence 
The Most Reverend 

Metropolitan JOSEPH 

Archbishop of New York and 
Metropolitan of 

All North America 

Elevation of the Cross written by Randi Sider-RoseElevation of the Cross written by Randi Sider-Rose



bserving this passage, we see that Jesus’ 
one focus is God, the Father; and that His 
work is to bring Eternal Life to all who will 
take it, by joining those that the Father has 
given Him to God and to knowing that 

relationship in Him. �is is the point of His ministry 
on earth. Everything else takes second place. He points 
to Himself, and beyond to God. “Come follow Me” 
(Matthew 4:19, NKJV).

Studying these lines, we see how He prays about His 
path. He doesn’t wonder blindly about what he should 
do, which I often do, or with the guilty sense I have that 
I should not pray for myself, because that would be ego-
centric. He knows how He needs to pray, and His focus 
is �xed on the Father. 

I see myself, bogged down and cluttered with 
thoughts about an object or a problem, whether they 
concern me or someone else’s need. I wonder, as an art-
ist, for instance, how to make something acceptable to 
someone, to make it saleable. I wonder as a concerned 
human being about something frightening or disturbing, 
and then �nd myself enmeshed in the fear of a problem 
or a con�ict. I fall into the worldly and material experi-
ence of viewing the object itself, the temptation of the 
material problem. �en I am in the middle of it, and just 
as titillated or aghast or afraid as the person for whom 
I may be praying. In fact, I may be losing the point of 
prayer in the confusion and appetites of the problem. 

Or, if I think something will fall and be destroyed, then 
I watch myself create something else out of the immedi-
ate, imagined fall, so that I can build something new out 
of it. I become completely scattered.

St. Isaac says, “Man should be unoccupied with the 
world. As long as the senses have dealings with exter-
nal things, the heart cannot have rest from imagina-
tions about them” (�e Ascetical Homilies of St. Isaac the 
Syrian, Homily 1).

Jesus approaches it from a God-centered perspective 
which is reiterated again here in this verse: 

Jesus answered and said to them,  ”Even if I bear 
witness of Myself, My witness is true, for I know 
where I came from and where I am going; but 
you do not know where I come from and where 
I am going.  You judge according to the �esh; I 
judge no one. And yet if I do judge, My judg-
ment is true; for I am not alone, but I am with 
the Father who sent Me. It is also written in your 
law that the testimony of two men is true. I am 
One who bears witness of Myself, and the Father 
who sent Me bears witness of Me. �en they said to 
Him, “Where is Your Father? Jesus answered, ”You 
know neither Me nor My Father. If you had known 
Me, you would have known My Father also” (John 
8:13–19, NKJV).

Christ’s focus is the Father and their relationship. If I 

change my focus from involvement in the material, look-
ing to Jesus as my model, my prayer becomes a God-
connected magnifying glass, hovering over the target of 
prayer, allowing God’s holy �re to burn through it into 
the solution. If I abandon myself below the lens, I am 
kept from being burned, as I would be if my imagina-
tion entered into the temptation that the evil one places 
before me.

I open a Bible, turning to random verses, seeing 
things that apply to my struggle. Remembering that our 
God is a loving God, a generous God with a true Fa-
ther’s Heart, a word will begin to form as I sit still. I let 
it come, mulling over and perhaps writing down what 
I begin to see and understand. In asking the Mother of 
God and my Guardian Angel to help me see, I feel that 
the �rst thing that I hear is the right thing. I don’t have 
to know the whole picture to begin to act, and He who 
is ever-loving and ever-faithful to us, condescending to 
be our Servant, will carry out His will in our request. 
He gives us the knowledge to make things happen and 
provides links that seem impossible and unlikely, and a 
di�erent scenario than the obvious. In the Master-ser-
vant relationship, too, I step out and trust that this is 
my job; the rest that I need to know will be given to me. 
In following that holy path, I see the movement toward 
Jerusalem. I see Jerusalem to be speci�cally the ultimate 
sacri�ce and the ultimate goal – ultimate, in that this is 
where His divine energy is not only directed, but the 
point of His Life and all Life.

Look now at Jesus’s prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane:

�en Jesus came with them to a place called Geth-
semane, and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I 
go and pray over there.” And He took with Him 
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began 
to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. �en He said 
to them, ”My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to 
death. Stay here and watch with Me.”

He went a little farther and fell on His face, and 
prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let 
this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, 
but as You will.”

�en He came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping, and said to Peter,  “What! Could you 
not watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray, 
lest you enter into temptation. �e spirit in-
deed is willing, but the �esh is weak.”

Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, 
saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away 
from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” And 

He came and found them asleep again, for their 
eyes were heavy.

So He left them, went away again, and prayed 
the third time, saying the same words.  �en He 
came to His disciples and said to them, “Are you still 
sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, 
and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going. See, My be-
trayer is at hand.”

And while He was still speaking, behold, Ju-
das, one of the twelve, with a great multitude with 
swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and 
elders of the people.

Now His betrayer had given them a sign, saying, 
“Whomever I kiss, He is the One; seize Him.” Im-
mediately he went up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, 
Rabbi!” and kissed Him.

But Jesus said to him, “Friend, why have you 
come?”

�en they came and laid hands on Jesus 
and took Him. And suddenly, one of those  who 
were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his 
sword, struck the servant of the high priest, and cut 
o� his ear.

But Jesus said to him, “Put your sword in its 
place, for all who take the sword will perish by 
the sword. Or do you think that I cannot now pray 
to My Father, and He will provide Me with more 
than twelve legions of angels? How then could the 
Scriptures be ful�lled, that it must happen thus?”

In that hour Jesus said to the multitudes, “Have 
you come out, as against a robber, with swords and 
clubs to take Me? I sat daily with you, teaching in 
the temple, and you did not seize Me. But all this 
was done that the Scriptures of the prophets might 
be ful�lled.”

�en all the disciples forsook Him and �ed 
(Matthew 26:36–55, NKJ).

See how all are his friends, even Judas? What an aston-
ishingly loving heart! I see also in Peter’s response a rush 
to choose a human action or a mundane �x of a situa-
tion, the sort of thing that often in�ames the situation 
and immerses us fully in worldly temptation. 

Even if we think of an act as good, it may not be 
God’s solution. Remembering the metaphor of the mag-
nifying glass above, and looking up to God, we follow 
Christ’s pattern of joining God, both in thought of the 
eternal life to come, and in His eternal life now. We act 
on the ability to look up and see Him and receive Him 
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Christ’s Words as a Model 
for Prayer

Jesus spoke these 
words, lifted up 

His eyes to heaven, 
and said: “Father, 

the hour has come. 
Glorify Your Son, that 

Your Son also may 
glorify You, as You 

have given Him au-
thority over all �esh, 
that He should give 

eternal life to as many 
as You have given 
Him. And this is 

eternal life, that they 
may know You, the 
only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom 

You have sent. I have 
glori�ed You on the 

earth. I have �nished 
the work which You 

have given Me to do. 
And now, O Father, 

glorify Me together 
with Yourself, with 

the glory which I 
had with You before 
the world was (John 

17:1–4, NKJV).

O He gives us the 
knowledge to 
make things 
happen and 
provides links 
that seem 
impossible and 
unlikely, and a 
different sce-
nario than the 
obvious.



“During the uncivil war in Lebanon, I took a chance 
and traveled to Lebanon to visit my aging father. It was 
summer time and we were sitting on the balcony of my 
brother’s home, reminiscing and gazing at Mount San-
neen. Talking about the atrocities of the war in Lebanon, 
I said to my father, ‘How would you like to go with me to 
America? If you do not like to live with me, you can live 
with one of your granddaughters or with your grandson 
David.’ He looked at me angrily and said, ‘My son, I have 
lived on this mountain for more than eighty years; do you 
expect me to leave this sacred land and go to America? 
� ose who go to America do not come back and you will 
never come back, neither you, nor your brother Najib, 
nor my granddaughters will ever come back. America, my 
son, devours people; I was born on this mountain and 
want to be buried on this mountain.’ My father’s emo-
tional words brought to mind something the famous Pal-
estinian poet Mahmoud Darwich said, and I paraphrase, 
‘He who does not have a country, does not have a grave 
on earth’” (Chapter 13).

� ese words of Metropolitan PHILIP in a book he 
wrote with Dr. Najib E. Saliba give us a glimpse of his 
love for his homeland, racked by war and violence, and 
whose people su� ered tremendous loss. � e situation in 
the Middle East as it has unfolded since the expiration of 
the British mandate in 1948 has brought disaster to the 
Palestinians especially. � e people of Lebanon and Syria 
have experienced upheaval, war, and destruction as well. 
Metropolitan PHILIP never lost touch with his home-
land and the anguish of his people. He used his position 
as the spiritual leader of Christians in North America un-
der the Patriarchate of Antioch to remind U.S. Presidents 
of their plight. He sought commitments from these lead-
ers to � nd the way of justice and peace. Over the course of 
almost � fty years, Metropolitan PHILIP engaged them, 
and challenged them not to turn their backs on the Arab 
people of the Holy Land and Middle East.

Metropolitan PHILIP recounts stories of his work in 
the sphere of U.S. policy in Broken Promises and White 
House Meetings. His Eminence provides the background 
and context of his White House meetings with Presidents 
from Dwight Eisenhower to George W. Bush. He candid-
ly presents his reception at the White House and in other 
meetings, where not all Presidents appeared to him to be 
informed or willing to see the plight of the “other side.”

� e Metropolitan also presents the details of work-
ing to bring peace to the Middle East, including his own 
initiative. He sought support by engaging like-minded 
people to try and � nd a lasting solution. Such goodwill 
and good e� orts, however, were also up against a system 
and mindset within our own country, media and govern-
ment that have failed to bring anything resembling justice 
and peace.

� e section written by the Metropolitan is preceded 
by a history of the Arab-Israeli, and more speci� cally the 
Palestinian-Israeli, situation since 1948. Dr Najib Saliba 
outlines the policies and events as they unfolded, from 
the days of the Eisenhower administration and continu-
ing into the Obama years in the White House. Dr. Saliba 
includes the international events and people, factions and 
policies that over the years have produced a complex and 
di�  cult situation in the West Bank, Lebanon and Syria 
in particular.

� e perspective of Metropolitan PHILIP and his 
brother Najib is not the one most often presented in the 
American media. � e authors see their people as caught 
in the middle of an international chess game in the more 
than 65 years of events in the Middle East, in which they 
are the ones repeatedly paying the price for other’s broken 
promises. For those of us whose ancestors do not come 
from that part of the world, seeing this perspective on this 
world “hot spot” is eye-opening. Given our world, too, it 
is even more important to grasp, at least in part, how we 
have arrived at the place we are today.

by prayer, and we re� ect and magnify downward His 
peace, healing and wisdom.

“� e soul that loves God has its rest in God and in 
God alone. In all the paths that men walk in the 
world, they do not attain peace until they draw 
nigh to hope in God” (St. Isaac the Syrian, Homily 
56, 89).

Prayer keeps the door open. If dread or confusion 
surrounds you, say the prayer below. (I have memorized 
it as I use it often.) 

ORTHODOX PRAYER TO THE HOLY CROSS
(LET GOD ARISE)

Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered; 
and let those who hate Him � ee from His face. As 
smoke vanishes, let them vanish; and as wax melts 
from the presence of � re, so let the demons perish 
from the presence of those who love God and who 
sign themselves with the Sign of the Cross and say 
with gladness: Hail, most precious and life-giving 
Cross of the Lord, for � ou drivest away the demons 
by the power of our Lord Jesus Christ Who was cruci-
� ed on thee, went down to hell and trampled on the 
power of the devil, and gave us thee, His honorable 
Cross, for driving away all enemies. O most precious 
and life-giving Cross of the Lord, help me with our 
holy Lady, the Virgin � eotokos, and with all the 
Saints throughout the ages. Amen. 

� anking with gratitude the � eotokos and my 
Guardian Angel for giving me the words to share with 
you. � anking also the people that God has given me, 
who pray for me and who help me grow in spiritual un-
derstanding – my spiritual father, Archpriest Fr. John 
Bethancourt, for his sermons at Holy Trinity Orthodox 
Church, Santa Fe, New Mexico; the small but growing 
Orthodox Community in Taos, New Mexico, especially 
Bonnie (Dionysia) and Nancy (Catherine) for conver-
sation on this material; my larger community of Holy 
Trinity Orthodox Church in Santa Fe, for deep talk; my 
family; and for my daughter, Catherine, and my sister, 
Stevia.

Claire Brandenburg
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Claire was born in Carlsbad, New Mexico. She received a BFA from 
the University of New Mexico. She has shown her artwork in  various 
galleries and art shows and received numerous awards for her work. 

Her paintings, constructions and jewelry are in both museum and 
private collections. Turning her artistic ability to children’s books, she 

is both the author and/or illustrator of eight different publications, most 
notably The Monk who Grew Prayer, Song of the Talanton (Ancient 

Faith Publishing), The Tumbled Stone (New Varatec Publishing).
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REFLECTIONS ON BROKEN PROMISES AND 
WHITE HOUSE MEETINGS Kh.  Stephanie Yazge

“In early January of 1968, I had an appointment at the State Department to discuss ways and means to alleviate the 
su� ering of the Arab refugees. Close to two million Arab refugees were expelled from their homes and land in 1948 and 
1967. � ey were living in tents and in the ghettos of Amman, Damascus, Lebanon, Cairo and Baghdad, on � ve pennies 
a day from the UN relief agency. � ey had lost everything: their land, their homes, their future, their human dignity and 
their hopes and dreams. No one has compensated them and no one is trying to solve their problem. At every sunrise and 
sunset, they look across the arti� cial border in Syria and Lebanon at their occupied homes and land, which intensi� es 
their bitterness and hatred against those who were the cause of their misery. � ose of us who live in concrete jungles of 
iron and cement do not understand the mystical relationship which binds those who live agricultural societies.

Kh.  Stephanie Yazge
Broken Promises and 
White House Meetings,
by Metropolitan PHILIP 
and Dr. Najib E. Saliba, 
is available from the Antio-
chian Village Bookstore. 
Order online at http://
store.antiochianvillage.
org, or by calling 724-
238-3677, ext. 406.  
Hardcover $25.00

Christ’s Words



�e year 2016 to date has been one of the most entertaining 
ones on record in terms of political drama. It doesn’t even 
stop with American politics. �e so-called Brexit across the 
Atlantic and the fallout from that has caused a great deal 
of upheaval, as much as, or perhaps more than, the expecta-
tions that have arisen from the yet-to-be decided American 
Presidential election.

ll of this commotion can lead to anxiety. 
You can see an example of this in the stock 
markets, which really react badly to uncer-
tainty and upheaval. In a “domino e�ect,” 
Wall Street’s anxiety becomes the anxiety of 

average Americans, as people watch their 401Ks evapo-
rate (because, as we know, where your worldly treasure is, 
there your anxiety is also).

While the uncertainty is clearly not something to be 
dismissed, we need to remember that as Orthodox Chris-
tians societal uncertainty in general and governmental 
turmoil in speci�c are things with which we are intimate-
ly familiar. You only need to look back at our history and 
see that in fact worse things have occurred. Moreover, we 
have “tools” within our reach that will give us the support 
needed to face whatever upheaval comes our way.

Consider two very important Orthodox saints and 
their triumphs in the midst of adversity and uncertainty: 
Saint Ignatius of Antioch and Saint Nikolai Velimirovich. 
Michael Holmes in his collection of the Apostolic Fathers 
likens our knowledge of Saint Ignatius to a meteor: we 
only become aware of it at the end of its journey, as “it 
blazes brie�y through the atmosphere before dying in a 
shower of �re.”1 We only know about Saint Ignatius at 
the end of his life, through the seven letters that he wrote 
during his journey to Rome to face his execution.

�e letters are exhortations from the Hieromartyr to 
various churches along his journey, encouraging them to 
keep the faith in all things, and to be in accord with their 
bishops, presbyters, and deacons. He does all this while 
he continues his inevitable death march. Looking at the 
fourth and �fth chapters of his letter to the Romans, he 
pleads with the Roman church “not [to] be ‘unseason-
ably kind’ to me. Let me be food for the wild beasts, 

through whom I can reach God.”2 Further on he notes 
that his guards (whom he calls leopards) get worse as they 
are treated better. Still, Saint Ignatius’ focus is set �rmly 
on two things: the health and growth of the churches to 
whom he was writing, principally, and his martyrdom.

�e entire sixth chapter of his Epistle to the Romans 
dramatically emphasizes his concerns:

Neither the ends of the earth nor the kingdoms 
of this age are of any use to me. It is better for me 
to die for Jesus Christ than to rule over the ends of 
the earth. Him I seek, who died on our behalf; Him 
I long for, who rose again for our sake. �e pains of 
birth are upon me. Bear with me, brothers: do not 
keep me from living; do not desire my death. Do 
not give to the world one who wants to belong to 
God, nor tempt him with material things. Let me 
receive the pure light, for when I arrive there I will be 
a man. Allow me to be an imitator of the su�ering of 
my God. If anyone has Him within himself, let him 
understand what I long for and sympathize with me, 
knowing what constrains me.3

Here we see a holy Christian man who, while not 
 exactly desiring death, is not afraid to face it. �e condi-
tions in which he found himself made being a Christian 
a dangerous activity, yet he remained faithful, devout and 
courageous. In the end he was indeed devoured by lions, 
and in so doing became numbered among the saints as 
Ignatius, Bishop and Hieromartyr, the God-bearer of 
Antioch.

Our second example of faith in turmoil is Saint Niko-
lai Velimirovich (1880–1956), who was a native of Serbia 
and served as a monk, teacher, ambassador, priest, and 
bishop. He lived in a time of great upheaval in Europe, 
enduring both World Wars and the rise of Communism. 
Despite all of the turmoil around him, he wrote many 
profound and beautiful things, including the Prayers by 
the Lake, the Prolog from Ochrid, and numerous other ser-
mons and theological writings.

He was active in resisting the Germans in the Second 
World War, which led to his con�nement and ultimately 
to being sent to the Dachau prison camp, where he was 
beaten and tortured. He was then moved to Austria where 

he was �nally liberated. Saint Nikolai then emigrated to 
America, becoming Dean of St. Tikhon Seminary in 
South Canaan, Pennsylvania. He reposed there in 1956. 

No one knew the brutality that he endured through-
out his life. He bore his pain silently. It was only at the 
vesting of his body for burial that the extent of his torture 
was evident: his back bore deep scars from the brutality of 
his captors during the war.

Found in his Prayers by the Lake is an extraordinary 
poem called “Bless O Lord My Enemies.” Written in 
1939, it is a stunning re�ection on the role that enemies 
play in our salvation. Here is the second part of the poem:

Bless my enemies, O Lord. Even I bless them and 
do not curse them.

�ey, rather than I, have confessed my sins be-
fore the world.

�ey have �agellated me, whenever I have hesi-
tated to �agellate myself.

�ey have tormented me, whenever I have tried 
to �ee torments.

�ey have scolded me, whenever I have �attered 
myself.

�ey have spat upon me, whenever I have �lled 
myself with arrogance.

Bless my enemies, O Lord, Even I bless them and 
do not curse them.4

�is poem contains many more verses just as pro-
found and humbling as these, and displays such pro-
fundity in the face of turmoil and oppression. May St. 
Nikolai’s wise council guide us through all of our own 
struggles, whatever they may be.

�e examples of these holy people remind us that be-
ing a Christian is often not an easy thing. Oftentimes liv-
ing out our faith can put us at odds with the prevailing 
norms of our society. We in America and Canada, how-
ever, do not live in times of great persecution. Why, then, 
do these troubling times cause us so much, well, trouble? 

Part of it is because, as a collective, Christians in 
America especially are unwitting believers in what is tech-
nically called civil religion. Civil religion has as part of its 
make-up the belief that the country’s ideology is shared 
by the ideology of Christianity, that what the country 
does is what Christians would do, and that God some-
how prefers our country to other countries throughout 
the world. �e Founding Fathers of America are seen as 
great and holy Christian men who forged this country 
based on old-fashioned Judeo-Christian values. �e May-
�ower and other ships from the Old Country came here 
to create a new land – a New Jerusalem, really – and to 

govern the people as God would have us go. �e kingdom 
of God was made right here in America.

�e concern is, however, that while there may be some 
vestige of Christianity in the way our country was found-
ed and has grown, if it were Christian it certainly was not 
Orthodox. While this is not an essay about the di�erences 
between the East and the West, it is enough to say that the 
di�erences are there, and they are signi�cant. Based on 
this alone it is easy to see how a struggle would ensue to 
bring the U.S. (or Canada) into an Orthodox framework. 
Even if America were Christian, it would largely be Prot-
estant, and that is no guarantee that Orthodox Christians 
would live without trials or tribulations.

Perhaps the Letter to Diognetus, a text from the be-
ginnings of the Christian Apologetic era (~150 – ~250 
AD), can help put some perspective on this matter of 
Christians living in troubling times.

Christians are not distinguished from the rest of 
humanity by country, language, or custom. For 
nowhere do they live in cities of their own, nor do 
they speak some unusual dialect, nor do they prac-
tice an eccentric life-style. �is teaching of theirs 
has not been discovered by the thought and re�ec-
tion of ingenious men, nor do they promote any 
human doctrine, as some do. But while they live 
in both Greek and barbarian cities, as each one’s lot 
was cast, and follow the local customs in dress and 
food and other aspects of life, at the same time they 
demonstrate the remarkable and admittedly unusual 
character of their own citizenship. �ey live in their 
own countries, but only as aliens; they participate 
in everything as citizens, and endure everything as 
foreigners. Every foreign country is their fatherland, 
and every fatherland is foreign.… �ey are “in the 
�esh,” but they do not live “according to the �esh.” 
�ey live on earth, but their citizenship is in heaven. 
�ey obey the established laws; indeed in their private 
lives they transcend the laws. �ey love everyone, and 
by everyone they are persecuted. �ey are unknown, 
yet they are condemned …. �ey are cursed, yet they 
bless; they are insulted, yet they o�er respect. When 
they do good, they are punished as evildoers; when 
they are punished, they rejoice as though brought 
to life.5

�is quote and much more of the Epistle to  Diognetus 
is so helpful in guiding our understanding of who we 
are and how we can respond in times of cultural �ux. 
�roughout this quote you can hear echoes of the Be-
atitudes (“Blessed are those who are persecuted…”) and 
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A Calm and Peaceful Life
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BELOVED BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS,

“�is then, is our task: to  educate 
ourselves and our children in 
 godliness.”

St. John Chrysostom

It came to my attention last year 
that our Church Schools were dealing with a problem. 
Children were attending sporadically. While not new, the 
situation was getting worse. How could the teachers ex-
pect to make progress educating the children seeing them 
in class so inconsistently? Why should they expend time 
and e�ort preparing to teach with so many parents lax 
about attending Church with their children?

In response, I have provided attendance certi�cates. I 
have mandated that teachers take attendance. I have also 
mandated the use of my program “Knowing Your Faith,” 
found on our website, for those who are using an OCEC 
K-5 text, so that all students gain even a minimal amount 
of knowledge each year. �ose who are supplementing 
with a GOA text were directed to choose questions from 
the listing on their website, goarch.org. accessed by typing 
in the search box, “What Your Child Should Know.” 

It is time to revisit the question, “Why do we have Church 
School?” Either we are going to get serious about educat-
ing and forming our children, or we are going to see them 

lose the True Faith to the prevailing cultural ideas about 
God and religion. My essay addresses the question. Now 
to a few notes. 

Talking to Children about Homosexuality. �e Depart-
ment has provided the �rst of two podcasts on this topic, 
in conjunction with Ancient Faith Radio and Dr. Philip 
Mamalakis of Holy Cross School of �eology. It can be 
accessed at ancientfaith.com/podcasts/features/how_
should_orthodox_parents_talk_to_their_kids_about_ho-
mosexuality. �e �rst gives foundational beliefs on mar-
riage and answers a few questions. �e second will deal 
with questions. 

Church School Directors. Please email your name, par-
ish and city to the Department at aodce.com. I pray for 
you and your teachers, that we might do our very best in 
the ministry which the Lord has given us!

In Christ, 

Carole A. Buleza, Director

DEPARTMENTAL 
NOTES
AODCE SOCIAL NETWORKING 
MINISTRY

To nurture the children God has placed in our care! 

�e early Fall preview: For Teachers, the topic will be 
“Saints of Recent Decades.” For the Parents the topic will 
be “Bedtime and Other Rituals.” Please comment on the 
posts to encourage this ministry! We love hearing about 
your e�orts to help your children and students grow in 
the Orthodox faith.

At Facebook.com
Orthodoxchristianparenting
Orthodoxchristiansundaychurchschoolteachers
Orthodoxchristianchurchschooldirectors
At WordPress.com
Orthodoxchristianparenting
Orthodoxchristianchurchschoolteachers
www.pinterest.com/aodce

Kristina Wenger
Sta� Assistant for Social Network Ministry

DIOCESAN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 COORDINATORS

 Eastern Dioceses
Fr. George Alberts, 203.798.1771, frgeocar@sbcglobal.net

Toledo and the Midwest
Robert Snyder, 330.285-3688, bobsny1107@aol.com

Ottawa, Eastern Canada, Upstate New York
Fr. Christopher Rigden-Briscall, 519.807.2986,

xcsaviour123@gmail.com

Wichita and Mid-America
Vasiliki Billie Oldziey, 512.694.7073, vasiliki1@cox.net

Worcester and New England
Kh. Anna Timko-Hughes, 978.686.3274, matannah@aol.com

Miami and the Southeast
Carole Buleza, 717.747.5221, aodc@aol.com

Los Angeles and the West and also
Eagle River and the Northwest

Carole Buleza, 717.747.5221, aodce@aol.com

SHARING THE FAITHSaint Paul in his many exhortations to endure in the midst 
of su�ering and persecution. Resonating with many themes 
found in the Scriptures, the Letter to Diognetus is an apol-
ogy to the rest of the pagan world, that the way of Christi-
anity is a way of life that faithfully and reverently thrives, in 
whatever cultural context Christians may �nd themselves.

Included also in this passage is something that is even 
more important in our Christian way of living. Christians 
obey the laws of the country in which they live, but they 
transcend or surpass the laws in their way of living as well. 
We do not need to have the secular state tell us what to do, 
what not to do, or how to act. We have Christ and the teach-
ings that He gave to us through His disciples and through 
our tradition. He gave us words of life. �ere is little that a 
state can add to that. If we live in accordance with our faith, 
not only will we be good and faithful servants of the Living 
God, but we will be exemplary citizens, wherever our place 
of residence may be.

I hope the illustrations of the saints that I provided above 
give us an indication that we should principally and singu-
larly be Orthodox Christians. While it is nice that a country’s 
“philosophy” may agree with our own at points, ultimately 
that agreement is of no consequence or concern of ours. As 
Christians, we know how to live, we know what we should 
do and what we should avoid. We need no government to 
tell us what is right and what is wrong. Our concern about 
making sense of being  Orthodox in a tumultuous world 
should be simply this: the education of our people and the 
evangelism of this country. Both are areas where we can 
improve, and both might have some e�ect in calming our 
troubled cultural waters.

Finally, I wish to end with a quote and re�ection from 
the service of St. John Chrysostom, found in the prayers 
after the Megalynarion:

And again we also o�er unto thee this reasonable ser-
vice … for all civil authorities, and our armed forces. 
Grant them, O Lord, peaceful times, that we, in their 
tranquility, may lead a calm and peaceful life in all god-
liness and sanctity.

Saint John doesn’t ask for civil authorities to agree with 
us. He is basically asking that they leave us alone. We ask for 
their peace, because when they are at peace, we are at peace; 
when they are troubled, usually  others su�er (including us, 
but not exclusively us). We do not need the civil authorities, 
however, to tell us what to do or how to behave or how to 
pray. We have our saintly exemplars, like St. Ignatius and 
St. Nikolai and so many others, and we have the teachings 
of Christ and our Holy Fathers to show us the way. Being 
mindful of such things will guide us well through times of 
turmoil, as well as in times of tranquility.

V. Rev. Fr. Kevin Gregory Long
Pastor, St. Elias Antiochian Orthodox Church

The American Council of Trustees and Alumni 
(ACTA) today announced that San Diego-based 
Saint Katherine College (www.skcca.edu/) has 
earned an “A” rating in the nationwide “What Will 
They Learn?” (WWTL) survey. The college, which 
opened in 2011, has as its mission, “to provide a 
balanced education in the liberal arts and scienc-
es, founded and rooted in the life of the Orthodox 
Christian Tradition - Inquiry  Seeking Wisdom.” 
The College graduated its first class last year.

The annual WWTL survey examines the gen-
eral education, or core curriculum, requirements 
at more than 1,100 colleges and universities 
(www.whatwilltheylearn.com/). It assigns grades 
to schools on what is arguably the most impor-
tant quality indicator in higher education: the lib-
eral arts and science courses that all students 
are required to take. These seven fundamental 
courses, Composition, Literature, intermediate-
level Foreign Language, U.S. Government or His-
tory, Economics, Mathematics, and Natural or 
Physical Science, represent essential preparation 
for career and citizenship. WWTL grading stan-
dards are rigorous and, to date, only 24 schools 
across the nation have earned an “A” rating. 
Young Saint Katherine College is the most recent 
to join those ranks.

“It is clear that the faculty and leadership of 
Saint Katherine College came together and de-
termined the skills and knowledge that all its 
graduates must have in common, whatever their 
majors might be. This is a sign of true academic 
excellence and commitment to student success,” 
said ACTA’s Vice President of Policy, Dr.  Michael 
Poliakoff.

Saint Katherine College now joins two other 
prestigious California institutions, Pepperdine Uni-
versity and Thomas Aquinas College, in achieving 
an “A” rating. “We hope that these three institu-
tions will serve as an example for other colleges 
and universities, in California and the nation, to 
strengthen their core requirements and to pre-
pare students better for the challenges ahead,” 
added Program Officer Eric Bledsoe.

Saint Katherine founder and president, Dr. 
Frank  Papatheofanis, noted the difference: “Every 
student completes a four-year integrated, inter-
disciplinary  sequence in core subjects, as well as 
studies in their degree-specific discipline, as well 
as a senior thesis. All of this is done in the tradition 
of the liberal arts and sciences.”

Eron Shosteck
202-467-6787

ORTHODOX COLLEGE  
EARNS AN “A” FOR ITS CORE 

CURRICULUM

Calm and Peaceful Life
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�e entire quotation is as follows: “�en He taught, say-
ing to them, ‘Is it not written, “My house shall be called 
a house of prayer for all nations? But you have made it a 
den of thieves.’” 

In the lesson plans o�ered by the Department, the stu-
dents will consider how this theme applies to us today. 
For example, our Church should �rst and foremost be a 
holy place of worship. We must demonstrate appropriate 
behavior while in church, show respect for our clergy, and 
proper reverence for religious objects, such as icons. �ey 
will discuss how the Church is not a private social club. 
Everyone should be welcomed with love and kindness, 
whether they are Orthodox or non-Orthodox, young or 
old, or of di�erent races or cultures.

Rosemary Shumski 
Departmental Administrator for the Creative Festivals

EIGHT VERY GOOD REASONS FOR CHURCH SCHOOL
An Open Letter to Parents and Teachers

From Carole A. Buleza

�rough the years we have debated the question, “Why?” 
in relation to Church (Sunday) Schools. �ose who don’t 
see our Church Schools as e�ective lay the blame on the 
“Sunday School” model which we adopted from the Prot-
estants (by this they mean not being at the service but 
rather sitting in a classroom, learning facts, and memoriz-
ing scripture); which they say doesn’t work for Orthodoxy 
since it is learned primarily in the family and with the 
worshipping community.

While the above is true, many Orthodox families do not 
feel adequate when it comes to passing on the faith. �e 
new curriculum will enable parents to ful�ll their primary 
responsibility, assisted by Church School catechesis (for-
mation). We need to recognize, however, that Church 
Schools have been, and are, a positive force in the Ortho-
dox Church. Our teachers accomplish a great deal in spite 
of this model that is not entirely appropriate for Ortho-
doxy using materials that are not always su�cient – and 
always trying to catch up the students whose parents bring 
them only occasionally.  

Let me say before we start reviewing the reasons, that 
Church Schools held during Divine Liturgy bankrupt the 
children spiritually. Fr. Alexander Schmemann, the theo-
logian noted for developing the �eld of liturgical theology, 
authored a small but very important book on the topic 
of catechesis entitled, Liturgy and Life: Christian Develop-
ment through Liturgical Experience. He gives support to the 

fact that children need to be at the Divine Liturgy.

As for the Eucharist, it must be the center of our en-
tire system of religious education, because it is the 
very heart of the Church’s life . . . therefore our whole 
religious education must be based upon the Holy Eu-
charist and must �nd its ful�llment in it (pp. 21-22).

Here are my eight very good reasons for Church School. 

1. �e Church School is a model for “theosis.” We have 
been given God’s likeness (“Let Us make man in Our im-
age, according to Our likeness,” Genesis 1:26). �is is so 
that we can grow “in godlikeness,” growth accomplished, 
in part, by education. �e objective of the Church School, 
learning the faith, is a model for what should be occurring 
for adults as well.

2. �e children gain knowledge of the faith. In the 
countries where Orthodoxy was the major religion for 
centuries, the faith was learned at home and from the 
culture itself. In this century, children are exposed to a 
number of religions as well as to many Christian denomi-
nations. �e students need to know and appreciate their 
own faith. �ey need to learn the vocabulary we use to 
describe our faith, for example, “incarnation.” Although 
knowledge alone is not what makes an Orthodox Chris-
tian, it is the starting point.

3. Discussion is possible in the classroom. Children 
who listen carefully to the Epistle, Gospel, and Sermon 
are being educated in the faith, to a point. What com-
pletes listening is discussion, and this happens in Church 
School. Many teachers use the readings and the sermon as 
their lessons, allowing children to re�ect on and express 
their thoughts and questions. Discussions allow the teach-
er to check their understanding of the faith.

4. Students learn from each other. Since Orthodoxy is 
a way of life, and often at odds with the secular ideas of 
our society, a prime objective of Church School is to pro-
vide a place where students can share their experiences of 
struggling to remain faithful. �e position of the Church 
on moral issues needs to presented in discussion so the 
students can share their thoughts and questions. Students 
can help each other be faithful to the Church.

5. Children participate in “becoming Church.” God 
meant us to live in a community of love, to mirror the com-
munity of the three persons of the Trinity: Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. �e Church School provides opportunities 
for children to know and love one another. Each class is 
an opportunity for living as a community of love. Already 
bonded through the Eucharist, the children can learn to 

Our new blog!

ORTHODOX BABY HOMECOMING

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, 
he will not depart from it.”

Proverbs 22:6. 

Beginning this Fall, the Department of Christian Educa-
tion is o�ering a new resource for those planning on start-
ing a family. �e blog will o�er ideas, tips, and knowledge 
to help you raise your children in the faith, starting from 
conception, and through the early childhood years. Won-
dering about giving your child a Christian  name, church-
ing your baby, or choosing Godparents? We’ll cover these 
topics and so much more! We will also share links to vari-
ous resources and prayers relative to the topics presented. 
Plan to follow our blog at www.orthodoxbabyhomecom-
ing.wordpress.com.

Maria McLoota Himes, Orthodox Baby Homecoming 

THE PAN-ORTHODOX CONTINUING EDUCATION
CONFERENCES 

Where might you �nd teacher training, Church School 
Director support and continuing education on topics of 
Orthodox interest? At the Regional Pan-Orthodox Educa-
tion Conferences! 

�e Department of Christian Education will host four 
Pan-Orthodox conferences this fall. Each conference will 
feature a guest presenter, in addition to Church School 
training, all in an enjoyable atmosphere of fellowship and 
sharing. Here is this year’s schedule.

Waterloo, ON, Saturday, September 10 – Fr. Michael 
Oleksa will address the needs of parents with “Orthodox 
Family Life.” Contact: Fr. Christopher Rigden-Briscall, 
father@xcsaviour.com

Ottawa, ON, Friday & Saturday, September 23 &24 – 
Matushka Jennifer Mosher’s topic will be “Christian Edu-
cation: Forming the Whole Person.” Contact: Fr. Christo-
pher Rigden-Briscall, father@xcsaviour.com

Brier, WA, Saturday, October 8 – Fr. Andrew Stephen 
Damick will discuss “Orthodoxy & Heterodoxy.” Con-
tact: Fr. James Bernstein, frajamesbern@gmail.com

York, PA, Friday & Saturday, October 14 &15 – Melissa 
Tsongranis will speak on “Living the Faith in an Ortho-
dox Home.” Contact: Rebekah Yergo, orthodoxyorkedu@
outlookcom

Look for more information, including session titles and 
registration materials, on our website: www.antionchian.

org/christianeducation/conferences.

You can email questions to aodce_events@outlook.com. 
Regional Conferences will be hosted on even years in 
various locations throughout the country. If you might 
be interested in hosting an event in 2018, please let the 
department know.

Let’s invest in our Faith! Mark your calendar for the up-
coming conference near you! 

Leslie Atherholt, Sta� Assistant for Special Projects 

CREATIVE FESTIVALS 2016

“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.”
(Mark 11:17) 

�e 2016 theme is taken 
from the episode of Jesus 
in the Temple. It is better 
understood in context. 
During Jesus’ time, �e 
Courtyard of the Gen-
tiles, which was part of the 
Temple, was being used to 
sell animals for sacri�ces, 
therefore depriving the 
Gentiles of a holy place 
to pray. 

Department of Christian Education
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“become church” by cooperating, praying together, serv-
ing, and by loving and forgiving one another. Getting to 
know other parishioners, as guests of the class, can broad-
en their concept of Church. 

6. Students explore the treasury of Orthodoxy. Our 
inheritance as Orthodox comes from those who have 
walked the path of salvation before us – the saints, and 
the Church fathers and mothers. We have their writings 
to learn from, as well as their lives. In addition, our trea-
sury of wisdom includes learning from the Old Testament, 
from our hymns, and from icons. �ese pieces of the trea-
sure enhance the lessons and the faith of the students. 

7. Students advance toward theosis. Orthodox Chris-
tians are fortunate to have a �rm grasp on the fundamen-
tal questions of who we are, why we’re here, and where 
we are headed. 1) We are persons made in the image and 
likeness of God. 2) Our feet are on the path of salvation so 
that we walk it by becoming ever-more God-like. 3) We 
know at the end of the path is full union with God. Chil-
dren in Church Schools advance ever closer to God  together 
by learning how to pray, by reading the Bible and by learn-
ing about the Kingdom of God. 

8. Children learn about the Divine Liturgy, which 
aids their participation. Our Divine Liturgy can be 
observed, or it can be experienced. We want the children 
to be  participants. At Church School, children learn the 
meaning of the words, the hymns, and the reasons why 
the priest and deacon do what they do as they prepare for 
the o�ering of the Eucharist. Our participation at Divine 
Liturgy (Clergy and Laity) is profound. We as a commu-
nity become the Eucharistic sacri�ce by our o�ering praise 
and thanksgiving “on behalf of all,” which means all of 
Creation. 

Admittedly, not all teachers provide an ideal experience.  
However, learning does happen (whether or not your child 
remembers anything to tell you). When looking at the rea-
sons for Church School, it becomes apparent that without 
them, students miss important lessons and opportunities 
for interaction and growth. Knowledge gained is only one 
bene�t of having Church Schools, but an important one 
in our pluralistic society. 

About Firm Knowledge of the Faith. Not quite 10 years 
ago a study of teenagers and faith was done, and the results 
documented by Christian Smith and Melissa Lundquist in 
the book, Soul Searching: �e Religious and Spiritual Lives 
of American Teenagers. �e researchers used questionnaires 

and interviews asking what the teens believed regarding 
God, religion and life. �ey were able to summarize their 
�ndings in �ve statements of belief which appeared to be 
“the creed” for the majority of the 3,000 (predominately 
Christian) teens surveyed.

1.  A God exists who created and ordered the world 
and watches over human life on earth.

2.  God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to 
each other, as taught in the Bible and by most 
world religions.

3.  �e central goal in life is to be happy and to feel 
good about oneself.

4.  God does not need to be particularly involved in 
one’s life except when God is needed to resolve a 
problem.

5. Good people go to heaven when they die (162-3).

Would Orthodox teens summarize their beliefs with these 
statements?  �e researchers were amazed at the lack of 
core Christian vocabulary, such as “sin,” “Jesus as God-
Incarnate,” “Resurrection,” “salvation,” and “sacri�ce.” We 
are fooling ourselves if we think our children’s beliefs are 
not a�ected by the surrounding culture – I speak from 
experience. Knowledge of the faith is critical today for our 
Orthodox children.

I have put the reasons for Church School in in front of us 
so that parents, teachers and directors will see the value of 
this e�ort. Orthodoxy is no longer a way of life that we 
can assume our children will adopt – current beliefs are 
easier to go along with than Orthodoxy’s tenets. Our chil-
dren will not accept and live our faith uncritically. Church 
School, albeit imperfect, is necessary.

Parents, it is imperative that you keep learning about your 
own faith. Take time to read the words of Christ in your 
Bible, and read the footnotes – make time for God. It 
is imperative that you realize the importance of Church 
School. Your children are �rst and foremost God’s chil-
dren, and their salvation is your responsibility. �ink 
ahead and make a plan to get to Church and Church 
School consistently and on time.

Our lives are not our own. Our salvation has been bought 
with a price (1 Cor. 6:20). Sunday is the Lord’s Day. Let 
us o�er thanksgiving as is due, by being with God and our 
Orthodox community on His day

Notes For more information on the survey, see my article on 
our website, entitled “Christianity’s Misbegotten Child.”

OPENING AT ELLIS ISLAND, OCTOBER 1, 2016

�e Arab American National Museum is sending its 
“Little Syria” exhibition to Ellis Island. �e exhibit ex-
plores and documents the once-thriving neighborhood 
of Manhattan’s Lower West Side, where many Arabic-
speaking people settled during the immigration wave of 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. �is was where, in 
1895, St. Raphael (Hawaweeny) began leading a newly-
established Syrian Orthodox community from a second-
�oor chapel. �rough a variety of photos, stories, and 
interactive displays, visitors experience the vibrancy of 
the “Little Syria” neighborhood.

�e exhibit runs from October 1, 2016 to Jan. 9, 
2017, at the Ellis Island Immigration Museum, New York.

ARE YOU A DESCENDANT OF NEW YORK CITY’S 
“LITTLE SYRIA” COMMUNITY?

If you, your parents, grandparents, or even great-
grandparents once lived in Little Syria on Manhattan’s 
Lower West Side, the Arab American National Museum 
is interested in connecting with you!  As part of their 
e�ort to tell the story of the “Life and Legacy” of the 
neighborhood, the museum is collecting photos and sto-
ries about those who lived there, and their descendants.

You can send high resolution (at least 600 dpi) pho-
tos of Little Syria residents and descendants to Elizabeth 
Chilton at echilton@accesscommunity.org.  Please in-
clude the names of the people in each photo, their con-
nection to Little Syria, and any stories you would like to 
share about them.

�e Word   21

Lower End Manhattan, 1916. Photo source: Rider’s New York City, 
Henry Holt and Company, 1916. 

Al Hoda Publishing Company parade, in front of the Al Hoda build-
ing. Photo source: Mary Mokarzel and The University of Minnesota 
Immigration History Research Center

Department of Christian Education
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REMARKS OFFERED AT THE NATIONAL MARCH FOR 
MARRIAGE IN WASHINGTON, D.C., JUNE 25, 2016

If America is in moral decline, if respect for human 
dignity runs cold, if our discourse is coarsening, if basic 
kindness is withering under rampant individualism, if 
sexual confusion is the new norm, if secularism increas-
ingly de�nes our laws and institutions, if traditional 
marriage and family are falling from public favor – can 
such cultural decay be seen as a gift?

Yes, and one key to such optimism may be to un-
derstand that if America 
is slipping further toward 
depravity, it is also slipping 
closer to the very condi-
tions in which the early 
Christian faith thrived.

How did a tiny, ob-
scure religious sect on the 
fringe of the �rst-century 
Roman Empire evolve 
into a  lasting global movement, providing the world 
with unprecedented dignity for human life, a transcen-
dent sanctity to the relationship of marriage, and a new 
vision for the family?

Was it by law? No, the legal code favored pagan ar-
rangements. Was it by force? No, Christians had no  access 
to the halls of power. Was it by persuasion? Yes, the value 
given to individual persons, marriages, and families is 
part of what made this way of life so attractive to the pa-
gan culture, inspiring its conversion. Now, what was true 
in the ancient world is no less true in the  modern world: 
law reform and political renewal are good and worthy 
pursuits, and bless those who pursue them, but it is a 
change of hearts in American homes that is the real prize.

�erefore, in addition to thinking from the outside 
in – from shaping government in Washington, D.C., to 
supporting an ennobling kind of entertainment in Hol-
lywood, we must also live from the inside out – from 
recommitting to the spouse we have taken for granted to 
reinvesting in the children we have marginalized.

Men, if you desire to unleash a cultural revolution 

that restores the glory of marriage and family, start in 
your kitchen by loading that dishwasher, taking out that 
trash, and �xing that light bulb over the sink. �en, 
move to your living room, and power down that com-
puter, visit with that teenager, and read to that child. 
Place your wife back on that pedestal she was on when 
you �rst found her.

Women, if you desire a society that a�rms the glory 
of marriage and family, rediscover the beauty of who you 
are and not what pop culture wants to change you into. 
Know that your su�ering is not in vain, because it comes 

from so much love. Lift up 
your husband for all that 
he is trying to get right, 
rather than tear him down 
for all that he gets wrong. 
Remember, too, that just 
as the humanity of Christ 
Himself was shaped at the 
knee of His mother, so do 

your children pro�t from the frustrating-yet-sacred of-
�ce of your own motherhood.

Brothers and sisters, we gather here today in the 
capital of our blessed nation in support of a big part of 
what made our nation blessed – the glory of marriage 
and family, both of which are sometimes hard work, but 
always worth the e�ort.

To commit to a lifetime of learning how to love 
another person genuinely, to cleanse ourselves from all 
the impediments to that love, and to cooperate with the 
grace of God to grow into the kinds of husbands and 
wives and fathers and mothers worthy of our exalted 
calling – these are personal sparks that ignite a cultur-
al �ame, attracting others to its glow just as it did two 
thousand years ago.

So, my fellow strugglers, in addition to the renewal 
of America from the outside in, welcome to the revolu-
tion from the inside out.

May God embrace each of you to Himself, and all 
those you hold dear.

 Fr. John Oliver

REVOLUTION FROM THE INSIDE OUT: 
SOME OF BISHOP JOHN’S THOUGHTS FOR 
STRENGTHENING MARRIAGES

inside out
outside in

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY AS PERSUASION
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FLEXIBILITY

It is often said that the one 
most common indicator of suc-
cess in this age is �exibility. Our 
world is changing at an ever accel-
erating rate, so those who are able to 
be �exible and adapt are predicted to 
have the most success. Love in marriage 
can allow us see selectively, choose 
what’s most important or simply tol-
erate and celebrate our di�erences and 
idiosyncrasies. Imaging that we can change another per-
son or protect or choose for our spouses or children is 
pointless because we simply cannot. Control ultimately 
is only and illusion. We need to love, teach, share, and 
trust. None of these behaviors are innate or can be taken 
for granted. �ey must be cultivated through practice.

I was waiting for one of my sons to come out of 
half-day preschool at our local public elementary school.  
�ere were about 200 children in the school yard with 
one recess monitor. All of the pre-school parents or 
grandparents were lined up on the sidewalk behind the 
fence waiting for the preschoolers to march through the 
chaos of the yard. After what seemed to be a long time, 
a retired school principal asked me if I know what it 
takes to be a successful recess monitor. I confessed that I 
did not. He then o�ered me a most valuable metaphor.  
He said that she can only “see” 10 percent of what goes 
wrong in the yard. If she sees more than 10 percent, the 
children will not get the needed recreation and she will 
be ine�ective and exhaust herself. If she sees less than 
10 percent, the children will not be safe. She needs to 
know which children can �ght each other, which balls 
will lead children into the street and put them in harm’s 
way, and when to blow her whistle and stop the yard’s 
activity. �is ten percent rule is applicable everywhere. 
Husbands and wives need to choose which ideas of their 
spouse should be challenged, which actions of their 
children need to be disciplined, which comments of 
co-workers need to confronted and what teachings of 

the pastor need to be clari�ed. If 
we over-function we will exhaust 

ourselves, if we under-function 
we will become frustrated.  We 

need to learn to be wise by practicing 
self-control and thinking through our 

thoughts before speaking.
Sometimes we imagine that other folks 

will judge us for what our friends or relatives 
say or do. While I agree that it is wise to 
choose cohorts who are morally like-mind-

ed, I don’t think that we need to assume responsibility 
for the thoughts or words of our children, spouses, par-
ents or siblings. Clergy and parishioners would do well 
not to try to control the thoughts or words of each other. 
Such always leads to anxiety and struggle. �at is not 
to say that we can’t sometimes positively in�uence each 
other, either by communicating information, model-
ing our responses to shared experiences or by waiting 
for safe opportunities to share and listen to each other’s 
feelings and responses. Nevertheless, I think that most 
times people are responsible for their own relationships 
with the people we are in relationship with and will not 
be judging us for the thoughts or our parents or children 
any more than we would judge them on the thoughts 
and actions or their parents or children. My wife did not 
assume responsibility for my relationships with her fam-
ily members and taught me to not assume responsibility 
for hers. My children from a very early age had strong re-
lationships with both family of origin members that they 
maintained without our interference, and often without 
our knowledge. I �nd this to be healthy and supportive. 
I learned early on that these other relationships were not 
in place of my parent relationship which I believes holds 
a primary advantage in the life of a child. As long as I was 
clear about my feelings and standards, the children could 
keep track of the rules and priorities of each extended 
family member and bene�t from contrasting them with 
our own. �ey are after all exposed to the opinions and 
priorities portrayed on television, from school teachers, 



TIME OUT

When we need more time and space to process, agree 
to call a time out. Time out can be up to two or three 
days long or as short as 20 minutes. Don’t say I won’t 
talk about it, rather say I need to calm myself down and 
will talk about it at a reasonable time. We never want 
to trap or block each other. Unbridled emotions can do 
much harm.

PRAYER

Some couples and families enjoy praying together; 
others prefer individual quiet time. �is needs to be dis-
covered by families. Know that everyone has di�erent 
tolerances for any intimate act, so keep the time reason-
able for both. Remember that the prayers are to bring 
us to a place of quiet where we can be open to hearing 
God’s whisper. It is also wise to read scripture daily, to-
gether or individually, allowing God to be close to our 
minds and allowing us to grow and share together. Be 
sure to include the children, pray with them and allow 
them to see you pray. �is is perhaps one of the greatest 
gifts that we can o�er our o�spring and is our Christian 
responsibility as parents. If you are not used to praying, 
start with the Trisagion prayers or even the Lord’s prayer, 
share with God and listen. Many bene�t from a prayer 
book, others prefer to pray psalms or their own prayers.

FORGIVENESS

Christianity is all about new beginnings, and God 
calls us to take new beginnings all the time. He forgives 
seventy times seven. �is is kind of a scriptural code. 
7 is the fullness number with 7 days in a week. 70 is 
everything times ten and we multiply that everything by 
everything again. God gives new life, abundant life and 
new beginnings. We need to do the same.

DATES

Dating shouldn’t stop with the wedding. Put your 
best foot forward and make time for each other, get 
away from your homes and routines, and get some time 
together. I suggest weekly dates and that husband and 
wives take turns planning and organizing them.

MEETINGS

 Partners in any relationship need a deliberate time 
to catch each other up on goings on and plans for the 
future. A regularly �xed meeting time and place where 
both come equipped with notes and calendars is a best 
practice. My wife and I met at the same restaurant for 
lunch on �ursdays. Meeting in public places tends to 
keep things a bit more formal and civil.

BIRTH-ORDER

�ere is lots of information out there about the po-
sition and role that we play in�uencing how we relate 
to others. First born children are often used to being in 
charge and taking care of others, while the last born may 
be used to being taken care of. While this combination 
in dating is familiar and therefore comfortable and at-
tractive, after a while one becomes tired of taking care 
of and the other grows weary of being taken care of. �e 
good news is if you can discover what role you each play 
in the family, you can agree to change it, but this takes 
planning, being deliberate and sharing with your partner 
what is changing and why.

LOVE YOU BUT NOT IN LOVE WITH YOU

Sociologists talk about two kinds of marital love; inti-
mate and commitment. No two human-beings have the 
same level of tolerance for intense intimacy, so healthy 
couples are constantly making distance and coming back 
together in a fashion similar to clapping your hands. You 
couldn’t clap without moving your hands apart and then 
bringing them back together. �is is normal and healthy. 
Sociologists also show that human beings from early in-
fancy enjoy novelty. We like to look at new things. In 
healthy marriages, the intensity of intimate love seems 
to decline for a while and steady o� while committal 
love increases and then levels o�. When people say I love 
you, they mean commitment love and not in love often 
means the sexual kind of attraction that is a lot about 
novelty. In other words, this is only a problem if you 
make it a problem. It is the commitment love that sus-
tains marriages and the intimate love is a bonus.

SAYING YOU ARE SORRY

�e take away line from the movie Love Story  is 
“love means never having to say you are sorry.” Fr. 
�omas Hopko says that it would be more true to say 
love means always to say you are sorry.  �e late Dr. John 
Boojamra, former chairman of the Orthodox Christian 
Education Commission and professor at St. Vladimir’s 
Seminary encouraged families to treat each other as well 
as they would a guest in their home. Showing respect 
to our spouses and children goes a long way in promot-
ing healthy marriages and living Christian and peace-
ful lives. Christianity is all about respect (fear or awe of 
God), the love of the other and new beginnings.

[1] Internet research or book store self-help or relationship sections 
are a fine place to start. Parish book clubs make for a fun way to 

 support each other and have fun.

from church members, Sunday school teachers and cler-
gy. Rather than trying to control how my siblings cared 
for my children when they were in their care, I would 
have done well to trust the children to understand my 
standards and maintain them in my home.

LOVE LANGUAGES

In his book is �e Five Love Languages: How to Ex-
press Heartfelt Commitment to Your Mate (1995) Gary 
Chapman, outlined �ve di�erent ways to express and 
experience love that Chapman calls “love languages”. 
�ese love languages are: gifts, quality time, words of af-
�rmation, acts of service (devotion), and physical touch 
(intimacy).  Each of has a primary and secondary love 
language which is the way that we would most like to 
receive love from our spouse.  We are all social creatures 
and need to receive love. Chapman uses the metaphor of 
a ‘love tank’ to explain how we store and use our love. 
While everyone uses all of the love languages to one de-
gree or another, we would be more e�ective showing our 
spouses love in their own love language rather than our 
default response which is our own language.  Chapman 
writes that people should not use the love languages that 
they like the most but rather the love languages that their 
loved ones can best receive.  Chapman suggests that to 
discover a love language, one must observe the way they 
express love to others, analyze what they complain about 
most often, and what they request from their signi�cant 
other most often. Chapman suggests that peoples’ love 
languages do not change over time, but instead develop 
and need to be nurtured in di�erent ways.

�ere is on-line a quiz that might help you discover 
the love languages of each other. I think that this activity 
would be worthwhile.

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN IS 
TRANS-CULTURAL

In her book You Just Don’t Understand: Women and 
Men in Conversation, (1990) Deborah Tannen, a profes-
sor of sociolinguistics at Georgetown University writes 
that men and women think and understand the world 
so di�erently that all communication between them is 
trans-cultural. From childhood, boys and girls learn dif-
ferent approaches to language and communication.  Fe-
males engage in “rapport-talk”, a communication style 
meant to promote social a�liation and emotional con-
nection, while men engage in “report-talk” a style fo-
cused on exchanging information with little emotional 
import. �e di�erences, Tannen shows result in misun-
derstandings between men and women.

When a woman meets her man after work, she wants 
to connect with him to share the events of the day. She 
wants him to appreciate and understand her. She wants 
him to connect with her and appreciate how hard she 
works. She wants to share herself. Her man wants to give 
his wife his perspective on what she brings to him, be-
cause he mistakenly thinks she is bringing him problems 
to �x. After all, that is what men do, they �x things. He 
o�ers gift after gift of how she could have done things 
di�erently to make life easier and more e�cient. She 
hears his gifts as criticism and put downs. She gets quiet 
and withdraws. He gets angry that she is angry and feels 
accused, misunderstood and unappreciated. He was just 
trying to help.

Men, when your lady wants advice, she will ask for 
it. Otherwise assume that she wants to share, and you 
need to listen and o�er feedback to let her know that 
you received her sharing. Saying something like “�at 
must have made your feel… or how insensitive of her to 
have done that” is su�cient for listening and connect-
ing. Don’t �x your wife. Cherish her and show her that 
you understand how important she is.

Ladies, men are very fragile. �ey need to know you 
notice everything that they do. �ey need to feel re-
spected and appreciated.  �ey can’t stand thinking that 
you are angry with them or don’t recognize all they do. 
Making you happy is actually too important to them.  
Men, ladies need to be cherished by their man. St. Paul 
reminds us of this in Ephesians 5.

WHAT TO DO WHEN DISAGREEING

I �nd that people often seem to be disagreeing even 
when they are saying the same thing. When you hear 
something that seems o�, check to be sure that the mes-
sage was accurately sent and received. Ask something 
like are you saying… before you respond. �is clears up 
about 50 percent of the miscommunications from the 
start. Remember that you are a team and not competing. 
As team wins or loses together, and God made husband 
and wife a team. Be sure to stay on topic, not confusing 
the issues, work at understanding and being understood 
and never call names.  With these tips, we should be 
able to better understand each other and even what God 
wants for us.

If you can’t get your point across by talking, agree 
to write each other letters, or dedicate a legal pad to dif-
�cult questions. Write what you want and then your 
spouse is asked to respond with 24 hours. �is gives us 
time and space to process.

Dating  
shouldn’t stop 

with the  
wedding.

Strengthening Marriage

24   September 2016 �e Word   25



that I could remove mountains, but have not love, 
I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods 
to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned, but have not love, it pro�ts me nothing. 
Love su�ers long and is kind; love does not envy; 
love does not parade itself, is not pu�ed up; does 
not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not pro-
voked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, 
but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love 
never fails (1 Corinthians 13:1–8a).

Now, back to my boy – boy being the operative word 
here: You’ve got to admit, that was a great trick: stinky 
ol’ shrimp tails inside hidden plastic eggs. When he 
knew that I knew, he was scared. He thought I’d 
be mad at him. When I brought it up, 
he started to cry. He was shocked 
when I held out my hand 
and said, “Give me �ve!” 
Laughter through young tears 
is priceless. (Oh, don’t worry, 
the tails were discovered and dis-
carded long before the cherished children’s event.)

And so it goes. When we don’t love someone, we �nd 
no joy in anything they say or do. Yet love covers a mul-
titude of sin.

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face 
to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know 
just as I also am known. And now abide faith, hope, 
love, these three; but the greatest of these is love (1 
Corinthians 13:12–13).

Love, thanks to God, never ends.
Later that same year, the year of the Easter-egg-

shrimp-tails, the kids had returned from church camp, 
a ten-hour bus trip. My son had fallen asleep and – wel-
come to kid camp travel – some kid had drawn on his 
face with markers. (Aren’t you glad you’re grown?) Any-
way, when he awoke to �nd out, he was mad. He stayed 
mad, even telling me about it, until he discovered that 
the markings were not the work of a suspected little boy, 
but of his own sister and her girlfriends. Again, it’s all in 
perception. And when anything is viewed through the 
favoring eyes of love, it looks a whole shade di�erent.

Which brings me back to but. Notice the Scripture 
verse above doesn’t say, “Love never ends, but . . .” �ose 
buts, the ones we continually use, those buts won’t save 
you. At the Last Day, when we stand before our Lord 
and Judge: no buts. “You see, Lord, I would have helped 
the poor, but I thought it better that they help them-

selves . . . ,” or, “I know I should have visited those in 
prison, but frankly those kinds of people disgust me. 
Besides, I didn’t know anybody there . . . ,” or, “I could 
have done better, really I could, but I saw something on 
Oprah . . . .”

�is all sounds like the man in the parable with the 
one talent: “�en he who had received the one tal-
ent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a 
hard man, reaping where you have not 
sown, and gathering where 
you have not scattered 
seed. And I was 
afraid, 

and went 
and hid your talent 

in the ground. Look, there 
you have what is yours’” (Matthew 

25:24–25).
So, you see, this side of the grave or the oth-

er, buts won’t save us. But remember what I said about 
perception? It’s all in perception. And when anything 
is viewed through the favoring eyes of love, it looks a 
whole shade di�erent. �us, there is one instance I can 
imagine when that word but might just work. When 
that day comes, as we stand to be judged, there’s certain 
to be many accusations �ying about. Our constant com-
panions and false judges, the demons, will yell: She was 
an adulterer! He was a mean man! Him? He was a thief! 
Her? She thought only of herself! He liked to drink! She 
liked to curse! �ese two, they broke a vow!

And so forth. Until, pay attention, here it comes: 
BUT. When that one voice rings out: “But,” says the 
Lord, “these are Mine!” �e devil, our accuser, will be 
silenced.

Until that great and terrible day, let us believe, not be-
cause your daddy’s a priest, but because our great God and 
Savior has destroyed death and opened the way to Paradise 
for all who believe in Him. Let us believe because we have to.

When our Lord, the all-merciful Savior, says, “But, 
Satan be gone, these whom you have vexed and accused 
– these are mine!” �ere will be no more buts. �e en-
emy will be silenced. Silenced – by the big but of mercy.

Fr. Joseph Huneycutt, Pastor
St. Joseph Church, Houston

Fr. Joseph hosts the Orthodixie Podcast on Ancient Faith Radio and 
sometimes blogs at Orthodixie on Patheos. This article is taken from 

his book, We Came, We Saw, We Converted – The Lighter Side of 
Orthodoxy in America (Ancient Faith Publishing, 2009);

used by permission.

y daughter is, by default, a Priest’s 
Kid (or PK for short). Years ago, on 
a retreat down in the border town of 
Pharr, Texas, she met another PK, and 
they became long-distance friends.

Later, she told me of a T-shirt this girl and some 
other PKs were marketing that featured, on the front 
in big letters: “P. K.” On the back it read, “We believe 
because we HAVE to!” Of course, pretending to be a 
sober-minded daddy priest, I said, “Uh, no.” But, really, 
believing because you have to is not such a bad deal.

Life gets a lot more di�cult when we grow up and 
get out on our own and are responsible for our own be-
liefs. Scarier still is the thought that we will someday be 
judged not so much by what we said we believed – but 
by those works which, by God’s grace, we did according 
to that belief. 

�e saints themselves were not infallible. �ey, too, 
were sinners – strugglers just as we are. On this side of 
hagiography, we tend to remember, and rightly so, the 
virtues of the saints. Yet during their earthly lives, there 
were those who knew them di�erently. �ere’s a saying: 
“Eternal rest with the saints, but you wouldn’t want to 
live with them.”

But is a great and disappointing word, depending on 
context. It can be a temptation, using the word but. Sin-
ner that I am, I’ve often been known to use the word in 
an apology:

“Listen, I’m really sorry, but …”
“Forgive me, you know, I was wrong, but …” 

Of course, that word – and what follows it – sort of ne-
gates the apology.

“Honey, you’ve prepared a wonderful dinner, but ...”
“�ank you! I really appreciate it, but ...”
“Yes, we had a good time, but ...”
“You. Look. Lovely tonight, but  ...”

Believe me: �ose buts won’t save you. Parents are very 
familiar with the word:

“But Dad ...”
“But Mom ...”
“BUT, but, but ...”

Many of you, me included, have sat across the desk from 

an important man and heard: “Your resumé is impres-
sive, and we’d love to have someone like you on our 
team, but . . . .” 

Or, perhaps we have heard, “Hey! Congratulations! 
You almost made it to �rst place, but . . . .”

Years ago, a few adults and some wee volunteers were 
busy stu�ng plastic Easter eggs with candy and goodies. 
�at is, most of them were. One creatively naughty little 
boy was stu�ng them with something else. �at would 
be shrimp tails. And that would be . . . my boy.

It was the Wednesday before Lazarus Saturday, the 
day on which the annual egg hunt is held at St George, 
Houston. Following the Presancti�ed Liturgy, some 
folks helped to stu� the eggs for the following Saturday. 
It was after the Lenten potluck, hence the shrimp. Dead 
shrimp, dead shrimp tails, stu�ed in plastic eggs, to sit 
for three days, hidden and undiscovered, until found by 
some unsuspecting happy children. Priceless. Oh, don’t 
get me wrong, he was wrong! But I was kind of proud 
of him.

I remember when my eldest was about four years old. 
It was after church one day, and the kids were running 
around the yard, climbing trees, and creating mayhem. I 
was talking with some parishioners when I happened to 
look o� in the distance to see a boy, about the same age 
as my daughter, holding her down and, gasp, kissing her!

I walked out and called his name, yelling, “Hey! Get 
o� of her!” Almost at the same time could be heard the 
voice of the boy’s dad, yelling, “�at’s my boy! Heh heh, 
yep! �at’s my boy!” For him, it was priceless; but for 
me, not so much.

It’s all in perception. And when perception is viewed 
through the favoring eyes of love, it looks a whole shade 
di�erent. Love of my daughter led me to yell one thing; 
his hopes and love for his son caused an entirely di�er-
ent reaction.

Love de�nitely complicates things, but you just can’t 
simplify without it. St. Paul writes:

�ough I speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels, but have not love, I have become sound-
ing brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have 
the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so 

JESUS LOVES YOU … BUT 
Fr. Joseph Huneycutt

WE BELIEVE BECAUSE WE HAVE TOM
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espect must be earned and then shown 
to others with a kind and compassionate 
heart. Egotism does not promote love and 
harmony in society. 

No one has the right to look down on 
any one, and no one has the right to hurt anyone with-
out cause.  Violence and sel�shness do not help anyone 
succeed in today’s world. No one has a right to take your 
share of this loaf. No one has the right to exercise undue 
power over anyone. �ose who promote violence and 
perpetrate evil will pay a hefty price of their own. “For 
all who take the sword will perish by the sword.” Jesus 
told Peter to put his sword away. “You shall love your 
enemies,” the Lord said. 

Our schools should be centers for rigorous academ-
ic learning, as well as for vocational training that will 
prepare the young for jobs and careers. Our vocational 
centers and community colleges need to teach skills 

that will lead toward jobs. Without good education, job 
opportunities and good discipline, young people will 
�nd few doors opening on a better life. We should use 
technology to educate and not to punish. Our schools 
should teach needed skills and should not serve as baby-
sitting centers.

We need education, too, if we are to continue to 
make cars, cell phones, TVs, and so forth.

Without education and hard work, law and order 
will not prevail. Learning and teaching are two wings 
of a good life, and only mutual respect will encourage 
people to be trustworthy and productive. Our citizens 
must be trustworthy, in order that they may �nd work 
and build a better society.

Many families and individuals are neglected; our 
family institutions are disintegrating and fragmented; 
many norms are broken and no one dares to draw the 
line. Yet when the line is drawn, people can see their 
duties and responsibilities, and create a safe society that 
perpetuates peace, respect and honorable living.

�e press and mass media should a�ect the minds of 
young people in a positive way, and promote education, 
compassion, and caring. �ey should not sensationalize 
deplorable events as they happen.

Our schools have fallen behind and the character 
of liberal education has become more and more trivial. 
Sel�shness, greed and lack of empathy prevail among 
many. Charity, goodness and benevolence are rare, and 
no one knows where his life is going. �e future is in 
limbo; the world is in the hands of violent evil-doers, 
who lack good education and a good purpose.

No one can pass the buck; each of us is responsible to 
love his or her neighbor. What is happening today will 
not take us anywhere without education, skills, jobs and 
cooperation. Trustworthiness and integrity are needed to 
open the door for a better world for all.

Education Is an Instrument of Peace
Father John Shalhoub

R

Violence begets violence, but good education opens doors to a better world and a better life, in which 
everyone can pray, “Give us this day our daily bread.” Crooked ways in life, however, will not generate 
peace and love among members of society; without peace, no one can sleep without worries. �e earth 
belongs to all people, of whatever race, or ethnic or religious group, and each of us has the same right to 
earn our loaf of bread, but the door has to be open for us.

etting aside the legal, political and scienti�c 
aspects of personhood, we can discern an an-
swer by focusing on the individuality of each 
person. Applying understanding and love to 
groups is more di�cult than to individu-

als.  Research psychology gives some insight as to why 
this is so. Individuals in groups are often de-individu-
ated.2 �at is to say, we do not see them as individu-
als but as group members. �ey are without individual 
personhood. By de�nition, groups are an  abstraction. 
�erefore, violent and destructive acts, and lovelessness 
towards them, are more easily applied to groups, and by 
members of groups to other groups.

Science journalist Virginia  Hughes wrote a series 
on personhood for National Geographic Magazine in 
2014. In her concluding paragraph, she says, “Here’s 
why I think the personhood notion so valuable. We are 
people. Our people-centric minds evolved for a reason 
(namely, our species depends on social interactions) and 
our people-centric minds dictate how our society works. 
. . . It’s the crux of our reality.”3

Considering what various religious traditions have to 
say about personhood may be a way to increase love in 
the world. One line of Hindu thought approaches the 
issue  from an altruistic point of view: “What makes a 
person di�erent from inanimate objects? Undoubtedly 
we can come up with many traits: self-consciousness, 
intelligence, awareness of others as fellow-persons, and 
many others. But there is a particular trait that is perhaps 
the most powerful expression of personhood, namely the 
willingness to forego one’s own advantage for the sake of 
someone else. When someone sacri�ces his own wealth, 
health, or even his life, we see that he has reached the 
highest level of what it means to be a real person.”4 A 
second line of thought in Hindu tradition is that, “ac-

cording  to Vedic literature, an eternal individual soul 
inhabits the body of every living creature.... �e soul en-
ters the womb at the time of conception, and this makes 
the  fetus a living, individual person.”5 On the other 
hand, “Buddhism de�nes personhood through psycho-
logical facts.” �is allows one contemporary Buddhist 
scholar to write that these consist of “materiality, feeling, 
perception, mental formation, and consciousness.”6 In 
Judaism, the moment of personhood is disputed and is 
informed by legalistic standards. What is agreed upon, 
based on Exodus 21: 22–23, is that after birth the taking 
of life is murder, thus indicating that the taking of the 
life of an individual is murder of a person.7

�e Christian idea of personhood stems from Gen-
esis 1:26: “And He [God] said: Let us make man to our 
image and likeness.” St. Gregory  Palamas summarizes 
the sublime meaning of personhood: 
“What I am is an image of God 
manifest in a spiritual, immor-
tal and intelligent soul, having 
an intellect that is the father 
of my consciousness and that 
is consubstantial with  the soul 
and inseparable from it. �at 
which characterizes me, and is 
real and sovereign, is the power of 
intelligence and free will.”8 To love, 
we must focus on the personhood of God 
and the personhood of each of us. In this con-
text we can see the meaning of Christ’s teaching: 
“Amen I say to you, as long as you did it to one of these 
my least brethren, you did it to me” (Matthew 25: 47).

�e honoring of personhood does, indeed, seem a 
sure way to increase the kind of love the world needs – 
now, and always.

What the World Needs Now
Is Personhood  Fr. George Morelli

A song that was popular from the start of the Vietnam War in the mid 1960s, and re-recorded in en-
suing years up to the present time by over a hundred artists, was titled, “What the World Needs Now 
Is Love.” We can see the song’s theme in the lyrics: “What the world needs now is love, sweet love, / it’s 
the only thing that there’s just too little of.” In some renditions of the song the lyrics are interspersed 
with sound bites of bigotry, hatred, prejudice, segregation, gun�re and references to the assassination 
of the Kennedys and Martin Luther King.1 �at the world needs love is a truism. �e question arises 
though, how do we bring love about?

S
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of time for pictures with the new 
priest and the members of his family, 
who had traveled to Chambersburg 
for the occasion. �e parish commu-
nity sponsored an enhanced co�ee 
hour, organized by Carolyn Steele, to 
celebrate the day’s events.

Fr. David’s ordination was a great 
joy to our parish because we consider 
him one of our own. He �rst came 
to Chambersburg in 2008 as Fr. Ted’s 
pastoral assistant. During his tenure 
in that position, he arranged music, 
taught chanting classes, and worked 
in various capacities with the youth 
of the parish. We are glad that Fr. Da-
vid’s �rst parish assignment will not 
be far from us – at St. James in West-
minster, Maryland. We pray that 
God will prosper his work among 
the souls there entrusted to his care.

Deacon Evangelos Prieston

ST. MARY’S WELCOMES 
 METROPOLITAN JOSEPH

WITH MORE ICONS

St. Mary’s Antiochian Orthodox 
Church, Montreal, will celebrate its 
Silver Jubilee in September, 2016, by 
completing the process of the Church 
beauti�cation and welcoming His 
Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH. 
We have replaced the �ooring of the 
church, and are completing the last 
phase of the iconographic project.

�is project began January 14, 
2014, when an anonymous donor 
contributed forty percent of the costs 
for the �rst phase – $121.000. When 
our donor saw the beauty of what 
had been installed and our desire to 
complete the church murals, he in-
creased his donation to �fty percent 
of the total cost. �e �rst phase of 
the project began on the Iconosta-
sis, which shows the Holy Cross, 
the Virgin Mary, John the Apostle, 
the Translation of the Image of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Twelve Apos-

tles, the Holy Trinity, the Meeting on 
the Road to Emmaus, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, �e Virgin Mary, John 
the Baptist, the Nativity of the Virgin 
Mary, Ss. Basil the Great and John 
Chrysostom, and the Archangels Mi-
chael and Gabriel. At the front of the 
altar can be seen Christ in His Glory, 
the Virgin Mary, the “wider than the 
heavens,” the Holy Communion, 
and the Annunciation. On the right 
side is shown the Resurrection, the 
Birth of the Virgin (the Feast of our 
church), and Ss. Nicholas and Spiri-
don. On the left side is shown the 
Cruci�xion of Christ, the Presenta-
tion of the Virgin to the Temple, Ss. 
Ignatius of Antioch and Athanasius 
the Great. At the front of the wall 
of the Altar are displayed, to the 
right, St. Paul the Apostle, James, the 
brother of the Lord, and to the left, 
Ss. Peter the Apostle and Gregory the 
�eologian.

�e iconography for the walls and 
ceiling of the church started in May 
2016. On the right of the Altar can be 
seen Ss. Romanos the Melodist and 
John of Damascus, the Evangelists 
Mark and Matthew, Jesus Calming 
the Storm, and Ss. Isaac and Ephraim 
the Syrian, the Good Shepherd, the 
Prophet Elias, St. Anthony the Great, 
St. Peter Doubting, Ss. Demetrius 
and George, Jesus with the Chil-
dren, Ss. Panteleimon the 
Great Martyr and Paisios. 
On the left of the Altar are 
shown the Queen Virgin of 
All, Ss. Joachim and Anna, 
the Placing of the Honor-
able Sash of the Most Holy 
Virgin Mary, Evangelists 
John and Luke, the Life-
receiving Fountain of the 
Virgin Mary, Ss. Catherine 
the Great Martyr and �e-
cla the Protomartyr, the 
Burning Bush, St. Mary the 
Egyptian, St. Euphemia the 

Great Martyr, the Escape to Egypt, 
St. Helen and the Great Martyr 
Marina (Margaret), the Prostration 
of the Magi, St. Barbara the Great 
Martyr and St. Aquilina the Martyr 
of Syria.

�e �nal phase of the Iconograph-
ic project, to be completed in August 
and before the arrival of our Metro-
politan JOSEPH, will contain the 
Icons of Pentecost, the Woman Who 
Fell into Many Sins, the Meeting of 
Mary and Elizabeth, the Nativity of 
the Lord Jesus, �e Dormition of 
Our Most Holy Virgin Mary, and 
alongside, Ss. Silouan of Athos and 
Seraphim, with Ss. Nectarios and 
Gregory Palamas, St. John Climacus 
and St. Constantine, and Ss. Macrina 
the Righteous, Christana, Paraskevi 
and So�a, and her daughters. When 
completed, the iconographic proj-
ect will cover an area of twenty-four 
thousand square feet on the walls 
and ceiling of the church. �e entire 
project has been well-received by the 
parishioners, and all who have visited 
the church have been deeply moved 
by its beauty.

�e impressive work was done by 
the well-known Lebanese iconogra-
pher, Camille Rahal, who is avail-
able to accomplish any project in our 
Archdiocese.

ST. GEORGE, PHOENIX,  CELEBRATES
LAZARUS SATURDAY RETREAT

St. George of Phoenix celebrated 
Lazarus Saturday of 2016 with its an-
nual Lazarus Saturday Retreat for the 
Sunday School children. �is year’s 
theme was “What’s Your Focus?” �e 
day began with the Divine Liturgy 
of Lazarus Saturday, followed by the 
festivities. Many young adults and 
Sunday School Teachers volunteered 
to help. Sessions for our younger 
groups included a lesson on Palm 
Sunday, a church tour, and an “Ask 
Abouna” session with Fr. Christo-
pher Salamy. Our older groups dis-
cussed those things which distract 
them, wrote them down and tacked 
them on a poster board. �e distrac-
tions and poster board were later re-
moved, revealing an icon of Christ, 
showing how our distractions stand 
between us and Christ. �ey also en-
joyed a chanting lesson, and an “Ask 
Abouna” session of their own with 
Fr. Mansour Azar. �e afternoon was 
�lled with a variety of activities like 
sidewalk chalk, football, basketball, 
and decorating eggs to take home 
for Easter baskets. �ere were also 
donkey rides, celebrating Christ’s tri-

umphant entry into Jerusalem! Dur-
ing the retreat, our SOYO was in the 
kitchen preparing for their annual 
falafel sale, held on Palm Sunday. 
Our day concluded with the Great 
Vespers of Palm Sunday, followed by 
a pizza party and a SOYO discussion 
with Fr. Chris.

Amanda Sahawneh
St. George, Phoenix, Arizona

BISHOP THOMAS ORDAINS 
DN. DAVID A PRIEST AT

ST. MARY, CHAMBERSBURG

�is year the parish community of 
St. Mary in Chambersburg, Pennsyl-
vania, did not have the usual amount 
of time to prepare for the annual visit 
of our shepherd, Bishop THOMAS. 
It is something of a tradition that 
Bishop THOMAS conducts his 
visit with us over the weekend before 
�anksgiving. In late May, however, 
the Archdiocese noti�ed our pastor, 
Fr. �eodore Pulcini, that one of 
our deacons, David Jacobs, had been 
approved for ordination to the holy 
priesthood to �ll a pastoral vacancy 
in our diocese. As Bishop THOMAS 
was not scheduled for a parish visit 
over the weekend of June 25–26, 

he arranged to come 
to Chambersburg in-
stead to ordain the new 
priest.

Accompanied by 
Sub-deacon Todd 
Mokhiber, the manager 
of the Antiochian Vil-
lage Bookstore, Bishop 
THOMAS arrived at 
the church on Satur-
day afternoon. Here 
Fr. Ted met him and 
helped him and the 
sub-deacon to set up 

for the next day’s Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy.

Saturday evening the parish host-
ed a dinner at a local restaurant, for 
Bishop THOMAS, Fr. Ted, Dn. 
Evangelos Prieston and his wife 
Cathy, Dn. David Jacobs and his 
wife Tatiana, and Subdeacon Todd 
Mokhiber. �ere was no shortage of 
good food and of good advice from 
Bishop THOMAS and Fr. Ted for 
the soon-to-be-ordained priest, all 
in the context of light-hearted con-
versation. 

Sunday morning the clergy gath-
ered at the church about an hour 
before Matins. Bishop THOMAS 
explained at what point the priestly 
ordination would take place during 
the Hierarchical Liturgy, which was 
served by the aforementioned clergy, 
assisted by Sub-deacon Joseph Mer-
lina and acolyte Kosta Sideras. When 
the time for the ordination arrived, 
Fr. Ted and Dn. Evangelos led Dn. 
David down the central aisle of the 
church, presenting him to Bishop 
THOMAS. Upon entering the sanc-
tuary, Fr. Ted led Dn. David three 
times around the Holy Table, and the 
ordinand kissed the four corners of 
the altar each time. �e chanters, led 
by choir director Larry Steele sang 
“Ye Holy Martyrs,” “Glory to �ee, 
O Christ Our God,” and “Dance, 
O Isaiah.” �en, by the laying-on 
of hands and the accompanying 
prayers, Bishop THOMAS elevated 
Dn. David to the holy priesthood.

Bishop THOMAS and Fr. Ted 
placed each of his vestments on Fr. 
David to the loud shouts of “Axios! 
He is worthy! Mustahiq!” Fr. David 
then assumed his role as �rst priest 
for the remainder of the Liturgy.

After the Liturgy, there was plenty 

Communities in Action
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Everyone knows the building anticipation as the kids 
get ready to go back to school. �ere’s excitement and 
nerves, eagerness to start a new year, sadness that sum-
mer is ending. Unfortunately, counting down the days 
to a new school year is yet another reminder of struggle 
for many kids across the country. Imagine how excite-
ment would turn to anxiety if going back to school 
meant a supply list �lled with items that parents couldn’t 
a�ord, sneakers from last year that don’t quite �t, and 
hand-me-down clothes from older sibling that leave you 
feeling less than con�dent. 

It’s hard to for struggling families to prepare for a suc-
cessful school year when they are in the midst of crisis. 
Wherever homeless families end up staying, if it’s not a 
permanent, sustainable home, the children su�er incred-
ibly from constant displacement and insecurity. If par-
ents can’t a�ord a place to live, how will they equip their 
children with the supplies necessary to attend school? 

FOCUS North America’s Back to School program 
involves parishes across the country in providing high 
quality backpacks, school supplies, and clothing to chil-
dren when it is time to return to school. FOCUS works 
closely with school workers in every community to en-
sure that donated items are given to the kids who are 
experiencing homelessness, living in hotels, or doubled 
up with friends or family. 

A study by the National Law Center on Homeless-

ness and Poverty found that there is no jurisdiction in the 
United States where a working family of four, earning 
the poverty threshold wage of $24,000, can a�ord even a 
one-bedroom home at fair market rates. �is means that 
there are struggling families in your town. Even if the 
poverty is not always visible, it is always  present. 

FOCUS needs you to help meet these basic needs, 
and take the stress o� of many hardworking families that 
are already stretched thin. Help us give kids everything 
they need to get back to school and succeed in acquiring 
an education. 

FOCUS will send participating parishes high quality 
backpacks with a packing list of items to �ll them with. 
Filled backpacks will be collected at the parish. �rough 
our school district partnerships, FOCUS will ensure the 
backpacks and supplies are given to the kids with the 
greatest need in your own city. 

If you know your parish, SOYO, church school, 
women’s group, or other group would love an opportu-
nity to bring FOCUS’ Back To School program to your 
town, contact us today! �is is a great opportunity for 
groups that regularly work with FOCUS, as well as new 
communities who may be just �guring out the best way 
to serve. 

Call 866-267-3083 or info@focusna.org for more 
information and to start planning how your community 
can get involved today! 

BACK TO SCHOOL THE RIGHT WAY

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL:
“BUILD YOUR OWN” 

GRADES 2-6

Kids like to make and build 
things. Educators call teaching 
that takes advantage of this fact 
“active learning.” Students physi-
cally engage in an encounter with 
the concepts and teachings be-
ing presented. It is “hands on” 
here, about important things and 
people in our children’s life in the 
Church, in a size they can wrap 
their hands and minds around! 
�ey can also creatively put their 
own touches on the pieces used to 
build the models of the Church, as 
well as the vestments of the Clergy!

�ese are designed so that 
each student needs his or her own 
“book” in order to complete the 
project lessons.

BUILD YOUR OWN: CHURCH

A 24-page paper construc-
tion kit with which each student, 
with adult supervision, can build 
a model of an Orthodox Church. 
�e model when completed is 
7”W x 14”L x 12”H.

BUILD YOUR OWN: ICONOSTASIS 
& ALTAR

A sequel to “Build Your Own: 
Church,” “Build Your Own: Ico-
nostasis & Altar” is a cut-and-
paste church interior. It is typi-
cal of an Orthodox Church, and 
includes an iconostasis and apse 
with overall dimensions of 10” x 

15”. Included also are the table of ob-
lation (prothesis) and the altar table, 
with their appropriate appointments.

�is is an ideal project for church 
school or home, and will teach chil-
dren the various parts of the sanc-
tuary, as well as the objects located 
there.

BUILD YOUR OWN: BISHOP, PRIEST  
& DEACON

�is, the third in the series of 
“Build Your Own” booklets, is de-
signed to be used in the home or 
church school by Orthodox students. 
�e traditional  paper-doll-book ap-
proach is current once again. �is 
kind of hands-on activity is a great 
learning device, as students vest the 
bishop, the priest and deacon in their 
liturgical robes. 

$10.00 each
NEW Price: $5.00 each 
Credit Cards and PayPal accepted!
�e complete Order Form for 

Christian Ed materials is available on 
the Archdiocese website at http://an-
tiochian.org/christianeducation

Order online: http://store.an-
tiochianvillage.org

Or call the Antiochian Village 
Bookstore 724-238-3677, ext 406
Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese Publications Center
& AV Bookstore 

IS YOUR PARISH CHRISTIAN ED  
PROGRAM READY TO GO?

ORDER YOUR MATERIALS TODAY, FROM PRE-K TO CATECHUMENS AND ADULT ED!
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CREDIT CARD DONATION IS NOW AVAILABLE  
For more information: e-mail: theorder@antiochian.org, or visit www.orderofstignatius.org.

THE ORDER • 358 MOUNTAIN ROAD •  ENGLEWOOD, NJ  07631

THE ORDER, HELPING CHILDREN  
GROW CLOSER TO GOD

SOME PROJECTS SUPPORTED BY THE ORDER
Heritage & Learning Center, Antiochian  Village, 

Retired Clergy Housing Allowance, Christian  Education 
Fund, Parish Development Fund, Youth Ministry, Missions and

Evangelism, Antiochian House of Studies, Planning and  Future 
 Development, College Conference, Task Force for Jerusalem, 

 Balamand Theological Academy, Project Mexico, IOCC, Married
Seminarian Assistance, Al Kafaat, SOYO Leadership Training 

 Orthodox Youth Coalition Initiative, Youth Workers Training, The Treehouse 
Orthodox Family Ministries.



 

  
 
 

53rd Biennial Antiochian Orthodox Christ ian 

Ar chd i o c e s e  C onv en t i on  
Hosted by 

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral 
Cora l Gables, F lor ida 

a   July 23-30, 2017 b  

Diplomat Resort & Spa,  Hollywood, Florida 

HOTEL REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 
 

www.AC2017Miami.org 
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