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SESSION 1: The Gospel of the Kingdom: Our Message to Ourselves and the World
Presenter: Fr. Peter Gillquist

The Christian gospel, or Good News, is that the Kingdom of God is at hand – Christ being the King – 
and that He invites us to dwell with Him and participate in His kingdom now on this earth and for all 
eternity.  This is what the Scriptures call, "The Gospel of the Kingdom" (Matt 9:35; Mark 1:14-15; 
Luke 4:43; Luke 9:2,6; Acts 20:25).  The Kingdom is our end, our ultimate goal.  The means to 
achieving this end is found in Jesus' work, His incarnation, death, resurrection, ascension, and return. 
In our evangelism efforts, we must understand the Church's own core message, and continually remind 
ourselves that the pursuit of His Kingdom is the very reason we are Orthodox Christians.  Then, 
following Christ's call to “make disciples of all nations” (Matt 28:18-20), we take our fundamental 
message about the Kingdom and salvation to the world, starting with the people next door.  This 
opening session will set the tone and direction of the Conference.

SESSION 2: Evangelism in the Early Church: the Foundations of an Evangelical Parish
Presenter: Fr. Nicholas Triantafilou

As early as the gospels, the epistles, and other writings of first century Christians we see examples of 
how the Church executed its evangelistic commission.  No greater evidence of their success can be 
found than the steady and utter transformation of the various Mediterranean cultures in which 
Christianity came of age.  Why did people respond to the message of the early Church?  A complete 
and unwavering devotion to God, true communion with Jesus Christ, obedience to and trust in the 
leading and power of the Holy Spirit, and a clear focus on the core essentials of their relationship with 
God and how that is to be lived out in the world characterized early Christian parishes and laid the 
foundation which allowed them to not only increase in number, but change the world around them for 
the Kingdom of God.

SESSION 3: Out of the Closet and Into the World: It's OK to be Orthodox
Presenter: Fr. Wilbur Ellsworth

If you've ever felt reluctant to tell someone about your Orthodox Christian Faith, or even shy that you 
are Orthodox at all, fear not.....you're not alone.  It's not uncommon in our Protestant-dominated culture 
for Orthodox Christians to feel like second-class religious citizens, or even be asked if Orthodox are 
Christians at all!  In this morale-boosting session you will gain a better understanding of your own 
Orthodox Christian Faith and why it is right, learn some of how to respond to those who question your 
fundamental beliefs, and gain the confidence to step up and say, “Yes, I am proud to be an Orthodox 
Christian!” (with proper Christian humility, of course).



SESSION 4: Mission to the World: Evangelism Beyond the Roman Empire
Presenter: Fr. Nicholas Triantafilou

Having succeeded in establishing Christianity within the Roman Empire, and even before, the Church 
begins sending missionaries beyond the frontier to fulfill Christ's Great Commission throughout the 
world and history.  In recent centuries lay Orthodox Christians have emigrated from their ancestral 
homelands to the four corners of the earth, providing more workers and resources for God's 
international harvest.  Through the work of saints known and unknown, over nearly two millennia the 
fundamental principles of evangelism pioneered and proven by parishes of the early Church have been 
replicated and expanded upon by new parishes in Northern Europe, Asia, Africa, and eventually the 
Americas and Australia.  Modern Orthodox parishes of North America can learn much from their 
examples.

SESSION 5: The Christian Reformed: Who Are They?
Presenter: Fr. Wilbur Ellsworth

Our mission as Orthodox Christians is to bring the gospel to all the world, starting with our neighbors 
and community at home.  In 21st century North America we most likely find that our local community 
includes people of a wide range of cultural backgrounds and religious beliefs.  The Christian Reformed 
tradition makes up a sizable portion of the Grand Rapids religious community, and thus warrants close 
examination at this Orthodox Conference on Missions and Evangelism.  Fr. Wilbur will explain some 
of the core beliefs of the Christian Reform movement, some of the key objections adherents might have 
to Orthodoxy, and how we can best respond to those objections.

SESSION 6: Preparing Your Defense: The Reason For Our Hope
Presenter: Fr. Peter Gillquist

A simple three-minute story of how you became a Christian, or an Orthodox Christian, or what living a 
life in Christ means to you more often than not can be your most effective personal evangelistic 
method.  You don't need to recite a formula or know intricacies of theology, just tell your story – your 
personal spiritual journey.  In this workshop session you will prepare your personal spiritual journey, 
and get a chance to present it!

EVANGELISM SEMINAR: The Pre-denominational Christ for a Post-Christian America
Presenter: Dn. Michael Hyatt

This special session of the Orthodox Conference on Missions and Evangelism is a live evangelism 
event, free and open to the general public.  It is offered both as a real outreach to the local community,  
and as a demonstration to Conference participants of a model they can replicate at their parishes.  
Conference participants and local Orthodox Christians who are not registered for the Conference are 
strongly encouraged to bring (not just invite, but bring) their non-Orthodox friends, Christian or not, to 
this event.



Michael Hyatt, President and CEO of Thomas Nelson, Inc., the world's largest publisher of Christian 
books and Bibles, and an ordained deacon in the Orthodox Christian Church, will present the identity 
and work of Jesus Christ as understood for 2,000 years by Orthodox Christianity.  He will explain how 
this traditional and ancient understanding of Christ is the best hope for bringing modern America into a 
transformative relationship with God.

SESSION 7: The Traits of Highly Successful Evangelists and Parishes
Presenter: Fr. Peter Gillquist

Taking our cue from the Church's successful evangelical track record, we will discuss various practical 
ways in which characteristics and methods of the Church past can be replicated in the present.  Specific 
examples of what is working in parishes across the country will be cited.  This workshop session will 
include a brainstorming session to help participants apply what has been learned at the Conference and 
formulate plans for their own parishes.

SESSION 8: The Holy Spirit and Evangelism
Presenter: Fr. Nicholas Triantafilou

As vital as our role is to spreading the gospel, we are merely the messengers.  It is the Holy Spirit who 
touches the human heart and performs the actual work of conversion.  He may do His work quietly 
such that no one else sees, or He may work clearly and boldly.  In most cases the Spirit works His 
evangelistic wonders with or through the help of Christians, empowering His people with various gifts 
of talent and training, sometimes even performing miracles in order to move men and women to 
believe in God and follow Him.  He guides us and empowers us to do His evangelistic work, and 
without Him our efforts are futile.  Invite Him into your heart, your congregation, and to chair your 
evangelism committee!

SESSION 9: Your Role in Evangelism
Presenter: Fr. Peter Gillquist

We individual parts work together as one body, thus every Orthodox Christian is called to play some 
role in evangelism.  We all share a common call as ambassadors of Christ to whatever extend we are 
physically and mentally able, doing our best to live a transformed life in Christ and standing ready 
when necessary, as the Apostle Peter wrote, to give a defense for the hope that is in us (1 Peter 3:15). 
In addition we each have been given a unique role in the Church's evangelistic work.  While some are 
called to preach the gospel, teach, debate, write, and answer questions of inquirers, others primary 
responsibility might be for administration and organizing of parish evangelistic activities,  
encouragement of others, prayer, financial support, hospitality, simple kindnesses, or living exemplary 
lives of holiness.  As the Orthodox Conference on Missions and Evangelism comes to a close, this final 
session will help you pull together all that you have learned over the weekend, and help you begin to 
discern how God is calling you to support and contribute to the work of evangelism in your parish.


