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March 20, 2014 

 

To the Bishops, Clergy and the Faithful of the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America 

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

“Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little,  

I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.” 

(Matthew 25:21) 

 

I greet you with love in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  It was with a heavy heart that I learned 

of the passing of my brother in Christ, your beloved Metropolitan Philip, and I would like to extend my deepest 

and most heartfelt sympathy to you on your loss. Metropolitan Philip leaves behind a beautiful legacy in the 

hearts of all of you, and will be deeply missed by everyone who had the privilege of knowing him. Though his 

life with us on this earth has ended, we must try to comfort ourselves with the knowledge that life does not end 

with death but begins anew in eternity, and we know that he is in our merciful Lord’s loving embrace in heaven, 

because our Lord Himself told us, “I am the Resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may 

die, he shall live.” (John 11:25-26).  

 

Metropolitan Philip served the flock that God entrusted to his care with a vision and a purpose, and with all his 

heart, soul, strength and mind. We honor his memory, as he faithfully served the Orthodox Church with 

unwavering commitment and Christ’s love in his heart. My dear friends and brothers and sisters in Christ, may 

God bless you, and give you the wisdom and strength to carry on his work, upheld and sustained by your 

memories of him and our Lord’s grace and love. 

 

You have my sincere sympathy and my most heartfelt prayers for the repose of his soul. May it comfort you to 

know that others share your loss and support you with their love and prayers. May the Lord our God assign the 

soul of His departed servant Metropolitan Philip "to the company of the righteous.” May his memory be eternal! 

Entreating our Lord’s blessings of comfort upon all of you, I remain, 
 

With love in Christ prayerfully yours, 

+Metropolitan Alexios 
+ALEXIOS  
Metropolitan of Atlanta   
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