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“Wisdom” in OCEC Scope and Sequence Chart, & the GOA Document, “What Your Child Should Know” [Task 3e] 
 

Concepts included: Recognizing that we are not alone on the path of salvation, that others have paved the way for us to follow, seeing the big picture: the Old Testament, praying with icons, reading 

scripture, reading Church fathers and mothers, lives of saints, current Orthodox writings, ever-growing in the faith, learning from observing life and listening to others who are wise.  

 OCEC GOA GENERAL SUMMARY, NOTES 

1 

GOD LOVES US 

Abraham and Sarah, 

Isaac 

Psalm 23 

Elias and the Widow 

of Zarephath 

Story of St. Nicholas 

Icons 

“O Give Thanks to 

the Lord” 

Creation 

Sharing, Trust and 

Forgiveness 

ME AND MY WORLD 

At our baptism, we receive our name. Many of us are named 

after saints—holy people who fully lived God’s way.  

We kiss icons in the church to remember the saints on them.  

Some Christians are not Orthodox—they are Catholic or 

Protestant. Our leaders sometimes meet with their leaders to 

discuss our differences and similarities.  

Not all people are Christian.  

We should respect all people and their religions 

God created everything in the earth, as a gift for us to take care 

of.  

Noah and the Ark (Genesis 6-9)  

Jesus Gives the Holy Spirit after His Resurrection (John 20:19-23)  

Joseph and His Brothers (Genesis 37:23-28, 45) 

 

 

2 

NEW LIFE IN 

JESUS/MAKING 

THINGS RIGHT 

Ruth 

Psalms 

Patron Saints 

LOVING GOD 

All people need love in order to live.  

Icons show Jesus and the saints. They may tell stories about the 

Church. They remind us of God and the saints.  

Even when it is not easy to be loving, the Holy Spirit helps us to 

love.  

God made people the same in many ways, and different in many 
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The Church helps us 

live through the 

Sacraments 

Prodigal Son 

Miracles of healing 

Miracle of Loaves 

and Fish 

Zacchaeus 

ways.  

People in the church can join together to help others who are in 

need.  

Our church’s leaders are bishops and priests. A bishop takes 

care of priests and the people in parishes.  

Our priests celebrate sacraments, teach us, and visit people in 

the hospital.  

Deacons are helpers to the priests and bishops.  

We also respect the saints, who were people who lived God’s 

way. We remember the day the saint died. This is a feast day, 

because on that day the saint went to heaven. The night before 

a saint’s feast day, we have Great Vespers to honor the saint 

and ask for him or her to pray for us. The next morning, we 

celebrate Divine Liturgy. 

We celebrate a person’s name day on the feast day of a saint.  

Rules help us to live together. When we obey them, it shows 

that we care about ourselves and about each other.  

We follow rules in our church because we love and respect God 

and others there.  

God gave us rules in the form of the Ten Commandments.  

Adam and Eve (Genesis 2-3)  

The House Built on Rock (Matthew 7:24-27)  

David and King Saul (1 Samuel 24:1-15)  

3 

NEW LIFE IN 

THE CHURCH 

Worship in the 

catacombs 

Early Christian 

worship 

SHARING GOD’S WORLD 

God made a covenant (promise) to Abraham, who became the 

father of the Hebrew people. Many years later Jesus was born 

among the Hebrew people, so all of His followers can share in 

Abraham’s blessings 

We follow rules so we can live with each other peacefully 

Family mealtime can be a special time for families to share with 
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Icons 

Their new life is 

shared with others 

in the Church 

Church is a 

community of 

believers who pray, 

worship and minister 

to others. 

each other.  

Families can pray together before meals, at bedtime, before 

traveling, or any time. They can pray in their own words or use a 

prayer book.  

Families make and share special memories together.  

When families remember a special person who has died, the 

Church has a Memorial Service to pray for the person. His or her 

memory lives on forever.  

On the Sunday of Orthodoxy, the first Sunday of Lent, we 

celebrate the use of icons in the Church. We don’t worship 

icons; icons help us to worship God and Christ.  

The Hospitality of Abraham (Genesis 18:1-15)  

The Call of Abraham (Genesis 12)  

The Hebrews Build the Tabernacle (Exodus 35-36)  

Isaac, Jacob, and Esau (Genesis 25:19-34)  

The Travels of St. Paul  

4 

JESUS THE 

PROMISE OF 

GOD 

Map study of the 

Holy Land 

God’s people in the 

Old and New 

Testament were 

“called,” we also are 

called” to listen and 

follow Jesus. 

It takes wisdom to 

make choices, face 

GROWING WITH GOD 

Over many centuries, God inspired people to write books of 

God’s message, and they were put together as Holy Scripture, or 

the Holy Bible.  

Jesus read the Bible and taught people to follow its message. 

After He died and rose, His disciples wrote about Him, and these 

writings were added to the Bible.  

The Old Testament tells the history of the Hebrew people and 

has the Ten Commandments.  

The New Testament tells about Christ, the Apostles, and the first 

Christians.  

When we read the Old Testament, we believe that the promises 

of the prophets refer to Christ, and that the Passover lamb is a 

symbol of Christ.  
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temptations. 

We grow in wisdom 

when we take 

responsibility for our 

actions. 

We make a 

distinction between 

the sin and the 

sinner. 

Study of icons 

position in the 

church, salvation 

history. 

Obedience to God’s 

way. 

 

The New Testament is made up of several types of books: the 

four Gospels, which tell about the life of Christ; the Acts of the 

Apostles, which tell about the first Christians; the Epistles, which 

were letters written from Apostles to other Christians; and the 

book of Revelation, which tells about the coming of God’s 

kingdom.  

When we obey what we read in the Bible, we grow as Christians.  

When we pray, we communicate with God, by thanking Him, 

praising Him, and asking for His help.  

Jesus prayed both by Himself and with His disciples.  

We also must pray alone and with others.  

God always answers our prayers, even if He does not give the 

answer we expect or want. When we don’t get something we 

ask for from Him, He may have other plans for us.  

Some marriages end in divorce. Sometimes one spouse dies. A 

person may marry again, and sometimes that forms a blended 

family.  

Some people never get married, but they are still part of a 

family.  

Children are a gift from God. They have qualities from their 

parents, and from God.  

Some families adopt children.  

Many people, like priests, teachers, doctors, and neighbors, help 

us to grow. 

God has given each of us different talents that we can use in our 

own ways to serve Him and each other.  

The Orthodox Church has many people who lead and serve:  

The saints of our Church have taught us, by their example, that 

having faith in Christ can bring great courage, generosity to the 

poor, and Christian unity.  

Different Orthodox churches may have different customs, but 
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the faith is the same.  

Before the Virgin Mary was born, her parents Joachim and Anna 

prayed for many years to have a child, and God blessed them. 

The Church celebrates Mary’s birth on September 8, the 

Nativity of the Theotokos. 

On August 15, the Church celebrates the Dormition of the 

Theotokos, when Mary fell asleep, died, and joined her Son, 

Jesus. From August 1 to 15, we prepare for this day with prayer 

and fasting.  

On June 29, our Church celebrates the Feast of Saints Peter and 

Paul. Peter was the leader of the twelve disciples, and was 

martyred in Rome. Paul was once a persecutor of Christians, but 

after he converted, he preached the Christian message in many 

lands and wrote letters to the Christians there to encourage 

them.  

Jesus chose twelve men to be His disciples. After Pentecost, 

they all traveled around the world. We remember all of them on 

June 30; we prepare for this feast day with prayer and fasting.  

On August 6, the Church celebrates the Transfiguration of 

Christ, when His divine light shone to show His glory, and that 

He is God as well as man.  

Moses Draws Water from the Rock (Exodus 17)  

The Life of John the Baptist (Luke 1:5-23; Mt. 3:1-15)  

Repentance of David (2 Samuel 11; 12:1-17)  

The Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-9)  

Ruth and Naomi (Ruth 1:1-18)  

 

5 

OUR LIFE IN 

THE CHURCH 

OT:N/A! 

GOD CALLS US 

The Bible has many stories about people with strong faith in 

God.  

We can do things to remind ourselves of God’s presence and 
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As Many as Have 

Been Baptized, have 

put on Christ. 

The goal of the 

sacramental life is to 

unite to the Lord 

and to the members 

of the Church    

Sacraments are the 

means by which the 

Church lives and 

grows.   

 

holiness, such as lighting candles, venerating icons, and censing 

our homes.  

To help us make choices, we should ask ourselves what God 

would want us to do.  

God’s prophets spoke the truth, even if it was hard for others to 

hear.  

The books of Psalms and Proverbs teach us holiness.  

Mary is called “Theotokos,” which means “the one who gave 

birth to God.”  

She was an example of obedience and love; we ask her to pray 

for us, knowing that Jesus will listen to her in a special way.  

She was an example of obedience and love; we ask her to pray 

for us, knowing that Jesus will listen to her in a special way.  

John the Baptist was Jesus’ cousin and a prophet who 

announced that people must repent and prepare for Jesus’ 

coming.  

The last three years of Jesus’ life are His ministry, or service to 

others. He was about thirty years old.  

Both the Old and New Testaments teach us how God gives 

salvation. Those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God will be 

saved through Him. 

Everyone in the Church has special talents.  

Monastics are God’s spiritual athletes because they dedicate all 

of their time and energy to Christ through a simple life of prayer.  

The fathers of the early Church, such as St. Athanasios, St. Basil, 

and St. Gregory the Theologian, taught about the faith.  

Each Sunday during the forty days of Lent, we remember the 

holy cross and many holy people whose lives teach us the way 

of prayer and repentance.  

Jesus teaches us to bear our cross, or our hardships, with faith in 

God, and that freedom means doing what God wants.  



[ T a s k  3 e ]  “ W i s d o m ”  i n  O r t h o d o x  C u r r i c u l a ,  p a g e  7 
 
    Grade                                  OCEC                                                                                        GOA                                                                                                                 GENERAL SUMMARY, NOTES 

 

Lent is also a time to think about how we can better live up to 

God’s way.  

Setting aside a daily time and place for prayer is important for 

spiritual growth.  

The Sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22:1-19)  

The Story of Jacob (Genesis 25, 27, 32, 33)  

Joseph and His Brothers (Genesis 37, 39-46)  

Moses and the Burning Bush (Exodus 1-5)  

The Exodus (Exodus 7-12, 14, 19-20)  

Joshua and the Promised Land (Numbers 13-14, Joshua 3-4)  

The Story of Gideon (Judges 6-7)  

The Story of Solomon’s Wisdom (1 Kings 3)  

The Story of Elijah (1 Kings 16-18, 2 Kings 2)  

The Story of Ezra and Nehemiah  

The Book of Psalms  

The Book of Proverbs  

 

 


