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 USE OF CF THEME 
 

ORGANIZATION and FOCUS 
(Focus is continuity of thought) 

STYLE 
(The choice, use, and 
arrangement of words and 
sentence structure) 

CONVENTIONS 
(Grammar, spelling, 
capitalization, 
punctuation) 

CONTENT 
(The development of ideas) 
 

    

4 Excellent use of 
theme. 

Clear beginning, middle, end, 
easy transitions between 
paragraphs. Maintains strong 
focus throughout. 

Variety of words and 
sentence structure 
inspires, convinces, and 
engages. 

No errors. The writer provides 
interesting details that 
clearly support the topic. 

   

3 Sufficient use of 
theme. 

Beginning, middle, end is present 
with some evidence of 
transitions. Focus present 
throughout. 

Variety of words and 
sentence structure.  

Minimal errors. The writer provides 
sufficient details to 
support the topic. 

   

2 Some use of 
theme. 

Inconsistent arrangement of 
content, some evidence of focus. 

Limited word choice and 
sentence structure. 

Some errors. The writer provides some 
details to support the 
topic. 

   

1 Little or no use of 
theme. 
 
 
 

Minimal evidence of a beginning, 
middle, end or focus. 

Minimal variety of word 
choice and sentence 
structure. 

Numerous errors. The writer provides few 
details to support the 
topic. 
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