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In the Name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
O Christ our God, we are all pledged to
serve Thee with our whole being.

Help us to continue to work for Thee
through our Church, without seeking praise,
without seeking personal gain,
without judging others, without a feeling that
we have worked hard enough
and now must allow ourselves rest.
Give us strength to do what is right and
help us to go on striving and to remember
that activities are not the main thing in life.
The most important thing is to have
our hearts directed and attuned to Thee.

Amen.
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DIAKONIA is a Newsletter of the North American

Board of the Antiochian Women, an organization of the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North
America, and is published quarterly in the months of
September, December, March and June.

PUBLICATION GUIDELINES:

Deadlines

1 Please submit your articles by the fiodt the month
prior to the month of publication so we can be sure
they are included.

Preferred Methods of Submission
1 E-mail as an attachment to:
t ed B@sbcglobal.net
1 Submit your article on a CD or memory sticko L ucy
Hand& X&nsi ngtConr pBhé8a2d8. 8 0
T FAXt ypeaubl e s pa¢9e5p 3a®r8t0i0c | e

Submission Details

1 Please include your name and the phone number where
you can be contacted for questions.

1 Attach a hard copy for reference.

1 Keep a copy. Articles will not be returned. Photos will
be returned if requested.

Content

1 All articles mustbe of interest to or regarding NAB,
Diocesan or local Antiochian Women.

1 All articles may be edited for length and clarity.

In this issue of the DIAKONIA we highlight the
Antiochian Women of th®iocese of Los Angeles and
the West.

In each issue we highlight one of the Dioceses. We
encourage everyone however, to submit news and articles
from all Antiochian parishes of North America for
publication in every issue so we may keep in touch with
each other.

Please see back cover for the schedule of publication.

Cover: Newly ordained Fr. Stephen Howell receiving
the consecrated Lamb in his first Divine Liturgy as priest.

What is DIAKONIA

The wordDIAKONIA is a Greek word meanirfgervice,

usually pertaining to service in the Church. The purpose

of the Antiochian Womenos
spirituality and humanitarian service. In the words of our
beloved Metropolitan PHILIPiti8 Theol ogy i n |



ON THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD

AThe priestly office is indeed disc
heavenly ordinances; and very naturally so: for neither man, nor angel,

nor archangel, nor any other created power, but the Paraclete, the Holy
Spirit Himself, instituted this vocation and persuaded men to represent the
mi ni stry (Sofohn&hrygostdm$ . O

his quote from St. John Chrysostom is a brilliant summary of the Holy Pries
The Holy Priesthood is a gift from God. St. John Chrysostom teaches tt
second greatest gift God gave humankind was the Holy Priesthood, the first gif. ==~
His Son. This means that the ministry which Priests do in their parishes ranks second only to the Incarnati
of our Lord. With this gift, the Priest has been entrusted with the authority to consecrate bread and wine in
the Precious Body and Blood of Christ and he has been given the authority to bind and loose the sins of m
These authorities have not even been given to the Angels.

St. Cosma tells a beautiful story that illustrates how high the calling of the priesthood really is. He instruc
that if you are walking down the street and you see the simple village priest on one side and the King on t
other, you should first approach the priest, make a metania, ask his blessing and kiss his right hand. Ther
you want to greet the King, you may do so. Further, if you see the simple village priest on one side and

Archangel on the other, you should first approach the priest, make a metania, ask his blessing and kiss
right hand. Then, you can approach the Archangel
an Archangel.

As human beings we are powerless without the help and mercy of God. Only with the Divine Grace of tr
Holy Spirit, whichii al ways heal et h that which i s i nfdamramy a
Bishop, Priest or Deacon succeed in his ministry.

The Priest is, first and foremost, a servant to the people. When a Priest is being ordained, the Bishop prays
God will make himaservanti Be f avorably pleased to grant unt
and make him wholly Thy s er v anThe prayans ofatte IOrdihatian gogos &
to tell of t MPBo TRau,ithe sam® Lsord,rill with tketgift gf Thy Holy Spirit this man whom it

hath pleased Thee to advance to the degree of Priest, that he may be worthy to stand in innocence bef
Thine Altar, to proclaim the Gospel of Thy Kingdom, to minister the Word of Thy Truth, to offer unto The:
spiritual gifts and sacrifices, to renew Thy peo

One of the most moving spiritual experiences in

is Consecrated, placesitinthenewly dai ned Pri estdés hands, fAgmrdseamr
unhar med wunt i |StRPaulsteadhesghat the Craureh i thedBody of Christ. When we consider
these points, we realize that the new Priest is being commissioned, by his Bishop, to preserve the Chu
unharmed until the day he dies because hefibdl held to an accounting thereof in the Second and Awesome
Coming of our Great Lor d,ThaBlond of expaniehce $nakes ooertremble githu ¢
fear. However, it makes one realize thah o o ne who is bound by the de
worthy to approach or to draw nigh or to serve Thee, O King of Glory; for to serve Thee is a great anc
awesome thing, even to the Heayv e)wétyhe priesivies been galled P r
to take on the awesome responsibility of sharing

The Priest receives two diplomas: one when he graduates from seminary, and the second when the Bishop
the aer over his face at his funerdhis second diploma, the aer which was draped over the Holy Gifts, is the
real graduationlt is the accomplishment of his earthly ministiyis the good end we all seek.
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ON THE PRIESTLY OFFICE by St. John Chrysostom

or the priestly office is indeed discharged on eariWould you also learn from another miracle the

but it ranks amongst heavenly ordinances; and verceeding sanctity of this office? Picture Elijah and the
naturally so: for neither man, nor angel, nor archangedst multitude standing around him, and the sacrifice
nor any other created power, but the Paraclete Himsklig upon the altar of stones, and all the rest of the
instituted this vocation, and persuaded men while stitople hushed into a deep silence while the prophet
abiding in the flesh to represent the ministry of angeddone offers up prayer: then the sudden rush of fire from
Wherefore the consecrated priest ought to be as pureéleaven upon the sacrifiéethese are marvelous things,
if he were standing in the heavens themselves in thearged with terror. Now then pass from this scene to
midst of those powers. Fearful, indeed, and of masé rites which are celebrated in the present day; they are
awful import, were the things which were used befanet only marvelous to behold, but transcendent in terror.
the dispensation of grace, as the bells, the pomegrandtesre stands the priest, not bringing down fire from
the stones on the breastplate andgaa Heaven, but the Holy Spirit: and he
the ephod, the girdle, the mitre, t makes prolonged supplicatiaim the
long robe, the plate of gold, the ha Liturgy which bears the name of St.
of holies, the deep silenc Chrysostom, the following invocation of
within. E x oxdx v. & i But if any the Holy Spirit ocecl
Egk\ivri]l?fif q E[?]thlss;re;rl] Saastlglr;yo;gr Thee, and that the Good Spirit of thy

' ' grace may rest upon us, and upon these

are they fearful and full of awe, a gifts spread before Thee, and upon all
that what was spoken concerning f Thy people, o and pr
law is true in this case also, t bids the people, HALE
Awhat has been m ohtherprecious gifts (i.e., the bread and
glory in this respect by reason of t wine) which have been provided, that
gl ory whi chCoeixitie the merciful God who has received them
For when thou seest the Lo upon His holy spiritual altar beyond the
sacrificed, and laid upon th heavens may in return send down upon
altar, (The Holy Eucharist is frequentl

us the divine grace and the fellowship of
called by St. Chrysostom and other Grg

(BB I™ Jthe Hol ynotGHabseme flame
Fathers  the Sacrifice, sometimes (il === UmASCEREHES AL # § sent down from on high may
Aunbl oody Sacrifice, 0 [ Voa P e icenguma the offerings, but that grace
offering of praise and thanksgiving, partly as being @escending on the sacrifice may thereby enlighten the
commemoration or representation of the sacrifice of Chrisbuls of all, and render them more refulgent than silver
We must bear in mind that no controversy had then arigauxified by fire. Who can despise this most awful
about this Sacrament, and that writers could freely Ugfystery, unless he is stark mad and senseless? Or do
expressions which in later times would have been Iiableg'&I not know that no human soul could have endured
objection or misconstructionand the priest standing anghat fire in the sacrifice, but all would have been utterly

praying over the victim, and all the worshippes o n s u me d had not the assi
empurpled with that precious bloodganst thou then 5 et

think that thou art still amongst men, and standing upon . . L

the earth? Art thou not, on the contrary, straightwh§" if any one will consider how great a thing it is for
translated to Heaven, and casting out every carA3f: Peing a man, and compassed with flesh and blood,
thought from the soul, dost thou not with disembodi& P& enabled to draw nigh to that blessed and pure
spirit and pure reason contemplate the things which adure, he will then clearly see what great honor the
in Heaven? Oh! What a marvell What love of God gsace of the Spirit has vouchsafed to priests; since by
man! He who sitteth on high with the Father is at thtgleir_agency these rite_s are celebrated, and c_Jthers nowise
hour held in the hands of all, and gives Himself to thd§rior to these both in respect of our dignity and our
who are willing to embrace and grasp Him. And this S@lvation. For they who |nhab|t_ the earth an_d_mak_e their
do through the eyes of faith! Do these things seemaﬁpde there are entrusted with the administration of

you fit to be despised, or such as to make it possible f§pgs which are in Heaven, and have received an
any one to be uplifted against them? authority which God has not given to angels or



http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Exod.28.html#Exod.28.4
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.iiCor.3.html#iiCor.3.10

archangels. For it has not been said to theknpw how much the office of priest was contended for
AWhat soever ye shall b i mtdthatadime. Rutaurt phiests Hawe Irdceivda eauthbriby ton c
Heaven, and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shaliiéal, not with bodily leprosy, but spiritual

| oosed i nMaHg a vEBiThepwho rule on uncleanness not to pronounce it removed after
earth have indeed authority to bind, but only the boadamination, but actually and absolutely to take it away.
whereas this binding lays hold of the soul and penetratéiserefore they who despise these priests would be far
the heavens; and what priests do here below God ratiffrege accursed than Dathan and his company, and
above, and the Master confirms the sentence of téserve more severe punishment. For the latter,
servants. For indeed what is it but all manner although they laid claim to the dignity which did not
heavenly authority which He has given them when Helong to them, nevertheless had an excellent opinion
says, AWhose sins ye r endorcerning ety ana this they aevinded é&yd the gread
sins ye retainJbhaey 3Whate eageradsaavitn whicR they pursued it; but these men,
authority could be gr eatwbken the bfica hat lbees Bettei TegutatedfF and hasr
commi tted all j uwdoghmm 2Bwt | treceivedhse gr8ab a evelopment, have displayed an
see it all put into the hands of these men by the Son. &adacity which exceeds that of the others, although
they have been conducted to this dignity as if they wenanifested in a contrary way. For there is not an equal
already translated to Heaven, and had transcendewunt of contempt involved in aiming at an honor
human nature, and were released from the passionwha@h does not pertain to one, and in despising such
which we are liable. Moreover, if a king should bestogreat advantages, but the latter exceeds the former as
this honor upon any of his subjects, authorizing himmuch as scorn differs from admiration. What soul then
cast into prison whom he pleased and to release thermso sordid as to despise such great advantages? None
again, he becomes an object of envy and respect tavalhtever, |1 should say, unless it were one subject to
men; but he who has received from God an authoritysasne demoniacal impulse. For | return once more to the
much greater as heaven is more precious than earth,pomat from which | started: not in the way of chastising
souls more precious than bodies, seems to some to fweg, but also in the way of benefiting, God has
received so small an honor that they are actually abldéstowed a power on priests greater than that of our
imagine that one of those who have been entrusted wigiiural parents. The two indeed differ as much as the
these things will despise the gift. Away with sugbresent and the future life. For our natural parents
madness! For transparent madness it is to despis@eterate us unto this life only, but the others unto that
great a dignity, without which it is not possible to obtaimhich is to come. And the former would not be able to
either our own salvation, or the good things which haaeert death from their offspring, or to repel the assaults
been promised to us. For if no one can enter into tfadisease; but these others have often saved a sick soul,
kingdom of Heaven except he be regenerate throwghone which was on the point of perishing, procuring
water and the Spirit, and he who does not eat the flesifioofsome a milder chastisement, and preventing others
the Lord and drink His blood is excluded from eternbm falling altogether, not only by instruction and
life, and if all these things are accomplished only lagimonition, but also by the assistance wrought through
means of those holy hands, | mean the hands of pnayers. For not only at the time of regeneration, but

priest, how will any one, without these, be able of t er war ds al so, they have
escape the fire of hell, or to win those crowns whichaeny si ck among you?o0 it i
reserved for the victorious? elders of the Church and let them pray over him,

of Spiritual travail and the birth which comes throu ayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord will raise

baptism: by their means we put on Christ, and are bulﬁ' @ up: and if he has committed sins they shall be
with the Son of God, and become members of thaf ' 91 Ve daimeé ind15 Again: our natural
blessed Head. Wherefore they might not only be m&Rents, Sho‘%'d their children come Into contlict with
justly feared by us than rulers and kings, but also Y rlnen of h'?h Lank_akr;d great po;]/ver in the W_(Ijrlg’ are
more honored than parents; since these begat us of b e to proiit them: but priests have reconciled, not

and the will of the flesh, but the others are the authord 'S and kings, but God Himself when His wrath has

our birth from God, even that blessed regenerat@ten been provoked against them.

which is the true freedom and the sonship according(fo read more of the writings of St. John Chrysostom, go
grace. The Jewish priests had authority to release tthiettp://www.chrysostom.ory)/

body from leprosy, or, rather, not to release it but only to

examine those who were already released, and you

These verily are they who are entrusted with the pa%ginting him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the
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Message from the Diocesan President Lucy Hanna

The primary areas of focus of the Antiochian

Women on all levels are religious programs,

humanitarian work and the annual project. The

NAB project committee has the responsibility of

coordinating the raising of funds from women

t hroughout the Archdiocese to benefit one specific
project adopted each year by t he Antiochi an

Wo me n

Over t 3hBeeard, thesAntiochian Women have
raised over two million dollars towards the funding
and support of many worthwhile endeavors, some of
which are the Antiochian Village, the Seminarians,
Continuing Pastoral Education, Missions,
Orphanages and for the last three years, the Retired
Clergy Fund.

Our clergy play a pivotal role in our lives. They are
there for us from birth to death. They baptize us,
marry us and bury us. They pray for us and anoint

us when we are sick. Christ said to the | eper: i Go
show yourself to the priest and make an offering for
your c¢cleansingo. It is not uncommon for a priest tc

miss a birthday celebration of his young child to be
with a parishioner in the hospital or a parishioner in
a crisis.

Our clergy teach us, guide us, hear our confessions
and give us absolution so we may be cured not only
of the diseases of the flesh, but also of those of the
soul. Most of all they feed us the life giving Body
and Blood of Christ to our salvation.

When the Bishop presents the newly ordained priest
with the consecrRetexvalthol a mb , he says: i

this pledge, and preserve it whole and unharmeﬁl/lany of our clergy leave behind a lucrative profession in order

22“Lw)lﬁf.tngr?ﬁg:efgfc.iu?ﬁethsoeucs:gltagz ?ggft 0 serve the Lord and His Church. In my diocese alone, the
coming of our great Lord, God and Saviour Jesuglocese of Los Angeles and the West, several such men who had
Chr i ®ur mriests also have to give an accounting Served as deacons for several years were elevated to the holy
for every soul that is in their charge. This is a riesthood in the last few months by the laying on of the hands
o - : of His Grace Bishop JOSEPH. Fr. Steven Howell (pictured on

awesome responsibility. This is why we must obey he )amweRBi ycar p (pNhd ttwroamb i n t
them for our own salvation, and theirs. papweer e ordained during RRO7Fa
For all that, it is incumbent on us to make sure thext St. Athanasius Church in Sacramento. Fr. George Ajalat was
are provided for, along with their families duringordained on the Feast of St. Nicholas at St. Nicholas Cathedral
their years of service and in retirement. The Retireéh os Angeles.

Cl ergy Fund. Mleoterso pjou sitt atnp apt as
challenged the An t$i5000h i sw)ojeac ns tere also eIevated to the holy diaconate by

; | e last 8nthg, eacon John_(Ronald
over five years to hel pTers a ea %r% lai (If'(;vm) I(/Iey[irs and rBeacoqr? El?asa

e
. . IO
which he e%9 &®8&lIri sthheed cil %1
Archdi Mce®oeut sub stt mmtfur%ﬂ"%‘ q 'Cﬁureé the opposite page).

woul d go br ok.eThier ea aafﬁaewnh)aewmre secure future in their golden years, many more
retired loWidewed glergpwivets who are qualified, and pious men would be encouraged to dedicate their

supported by the Fund. lives to this holy calling.



