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In the Name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
O Christ our God, we are all pledged to
serve Thee with our whole being.

Help us to continue to work for Thee
through our Church, without seeking praise,
without seeking personal gain,
without judging others, without a feeling that
we have worked hard enough
and now must allow ourselves rest.
Give us strength to do what is right and
help us to go on striving and to remember
that activities are not the main thing in life.
The most important thing is to have
our hearts directed and attuned to Thee.

Amen.

DIAKONIA is a Newsletter of the North American
Board of the Antiochian Women, an organization of the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North
America, and is published quarterly in the months of
September, December, March and June.

PUBLICATION GUIDELINES:

Deadlines

1 Please submit your articles by the first of the month
prior to the month of publication so we can be sure
they are included.

Preferred Methods of Submission
9 E-mail as an attachment to:
t ed Bwsbcglobal.net

1 Submit your article on a CD or memory stickt o Lucy
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Submission Details

1 Please include your name and the phone number where
you can be contacted for questions.

1 Attach a hard copy for reference.

1 Keep a copy. Articles will not be returned. Photos will
be returned if requested.

Content

1 All articles must be of interest to or regarding NAB,
Diocesan or local Antiochian Women.

1 All articles may be edited for length and clarity.

In this issue of the DIAKONIA we highlight the
Antiochian Women of the Diocese of Los Angeles and
the West.

In each issue we highlight one of the Dioceses. We
encourage everyone however, to submit news and articles
from all Antiochian parishes of North America for
publication in every issue so we may keep in touch with
each other.

Please see back cover for the schedule of publication.

Cover: Newly ordained Fr. Stephen Howell receiving
the consecrated Lamb in his first Divine Liturgy as priest.

What is DIAKONIA

The word DIAKONIA is a Greek word meaning Service,
usually pertaining to service in the Church. The purpose

of the Antiochian Women
spirituality and humanitarian service. In the words of our

beloved Metropolitan PHILIPitisi The ol ogy
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ON THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD

AThe priestly office is indeed di
heavenly ordinances; and very naturally so: for neither man, nor angel,

nor archangel, nor any other created power, but the Paraclete, the Holy
Spirit Himself, instituted this vocation and persuaded men to represent the
mi ni stry (Sofohn&hrygostdm$ . O

his quote from St. John Chrysostom is a brilliant summary of the Holy Priesthood.

The Holy Priesthood is a gift from God. St. John Chrysostom teaches that the
second greatest gift God gave humankind was the Holy Priesthood, the first gift being
His Son. This means that the ministry which Priests do in their parishes ranks second only to the Incarnation
of our Lord. With this gift, the Priest has been entrusted with the authority to consecrate bread and wine into
the Precious Body and Blood of Christ and he has been given the authority to bind and loose the sins of men.
These authorities have not even been given to the Angels.

St. Cosma tells a beautiful story that illustrates how high the calling of the priesthood really is. He instructs

that if you are walking down the street and you see the simple village priest on one side and the King on the

other, you should first approach the priest, make a metania, ask his blessing and kiss his right hand. Then, if

you want to greet the King, you may do so. Further, if you see the simple village priest on one side and an
Archangel on the other, you should first approach the priest, make a metania, ask his blessing and kiss his
right hand. Then, you can approach the Archangel
an Archangel.

As human beings we are powerless without the help and mercy of God. Only with the Divine Grace of the
Holy Spirit, whichial ways heal et h that which i s i nfcanrang, a
Bishop, Priest or Deacon succeed in his ministry.

The Priest 1s, first and foremost, a servant to the people. When a Priest is being ordained, the Bishop prays that

God will make him aservant: iBe f avorably pleased to grant unt ¢
and make him wholly Thy s er v anThgprayem of thelOlkdination golong s &
to tell of t MPBo TRau,ithe samé Lsord,rill with tketgift gf Thy Holy Spirit this man whom it
hath pleased Thee to advance to the degree of Priest, that he may be worthy to stand in innocence bef
Thine Altar, to proclaim the Gospel of Thy Kingdom, to minister the Word of Thy Truth, to offer unto The:

spiritual gifts and sacrifices, to renew Thy peo
One of the most moving spiritual experiences in
is Consecrated, places itinthenewly-or dai ned Pri est’s hands, fgpmdseamr

unhar med wunt i |St Paulsachesahstthe Ghurck 8 thehBody of Christ. When we consider

these points, we realize that the new Priest is being commissioned, by his Bishop, to preserve the Church

unharmed until the day he dies because he will fibe held to an accounting thereof in the Second and Awesome
Coming of our Great Lor d,ThaGind of experiende mskaswne wemble withe s U ¢
fear. However, it makes one realize that ino one who i s bound by the de
worthy to approach or to draw nigh or to serve Thee, O King of Glory; for to serve Thee is a great anc
awesome thing, even to the Heayve)dtyhe pHesthaehees called ( Pr
to take on the awesome responsibility of sharing

The Priest receives two diplomas: one when he graduates from seminary, and the second when the Bishop lays
the aer over his face at his funeral. This second diploma, the aer which was draped over the Holy Gifts, is the
real graduation. It is the accomplishment of his earthly ministry. It is the good end we all seek.
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ON THE PRIESTLY OFFICE

by St. John Chrysostom

or the priestly office is indeed discharged on earth,

but it ranks amongst heavenly ordinances; and very
naturally so: for neither man, nor angel, nor archangel,
nor any other created power, but the Paraclete Himself,
instituted this vocation, and persuaded men while still
abiding in the flesh to represent the ministry of angels.
Wherefore the consecrated priest ought to be as pure as
if he were standing in the heavens themselves in the
midst of those powers. Fearful, indeed, and of most
awful import, were the things which were used before
the dispensation of grace, as the bells, the pomegranates,
the stones on the breastplate and on
the ephod, the girdle, the mitre, the
long robe, the plate of gold, the holy
of holies, the deep silence
within. E x 0xdx v. & i But if any
one should examine the things which
belong to the dispensation of grace,
he will find that, small as they are, yet
are they fearful and full of awe, and
that what was spoken concerning the
law is true in this case also, that
—what has been m
glory in this respect by reason of the
gl ory whi chCoeixiti®
For when thou seest the Lord
sacrificed, and laid upon the
altar, (The Holy Eucharist is frequentl
called by St. Chrysostom and other Grgt
Fathers the Sacrifice, sometimes {
fifunbl oody Sacri fi e, 0 par

Would you also learn from another miracle the
exceeding sanctity of this office? Picture Elijah and the
vast multitude standing around him, and the sacrifice
laid upon the altar of stones, and all the rest of the
people hushed into a deep silence while the prophet
alone offers up prayer: then the sudden rush of fire from
Heaven upon the sacrifice:—these are marvelous things,
charged with terror. Now then pass from this scene to
the rites which are celebrated in the present day; they are
not only marvelous to behold, but transcendent in terror.
There stands the priest, not bringing down fire from
Heaven, but the Holy Spirit: and he
makes prolonged supplication, (In the
Liturgy which bears the name of St.
Chrysostom, the following invocation of
the Holy Spirit occ
may find grace in thy sight that our
sacrifice may become acceptable to
Thee, and that the Good Spirit of thy
grace may rest upon us, and upon these
gifts spread before Thee, and upon all
Thy people, 0 and pr
bids the peopl e, fi L e
ohtherprecious gifts (i.e., the bread and
wine) which have been provided, that
the merciful God who has received them
upon His holy spiritual altar beyond the
heavens may in return send down upon
us the divine grace and the fellowship of
t he Hol ynot@htsome flamg

. > § sent down from on high may
v D e icanggmeghg offerings, but that grace

offering of praise and thanksgiving, pa,rtly as being descending on the sacrifice may thereby enlighten the

commemoration or representation of the sacrifice of Chrisbuls of all, and render them more refulgent than silver
We must bear in mind that no controversy had then ariqﬁniﬁed by fire. Who can despise this most awful
about this Sacrament, and that writers could freely UsBstery, unless he is stark mad and senseless? Or do
expressions which in later times would have been Iiableyt(gJ not know that no human soul could have endured

objection or misconstructiodnd the priest standing and
praying over the victim, and all the worshippers
empurpled with that precious blood, canst thou then
think that thou art still amongst men, and standing upon
the earth? Art thou not, on the contrary, straightway
translated to Heaven, and casting out every carnal
thought from the soul, dost thou not with disembodied
spirit and pure reason contemplate the things which are
in Heaven? Oh! What a marvel! What love of God to
man! He who sitteth on high with the Father is at that
hour held in the hands of all, and gives Himself to those
who are willing to embrace and grasp Him. And this all
do through the eyes of faith! Do these things seem to
you fit to be despised, or such as to make it possible for
any one to be uplifted against them?

that fire in the sacrifice, but all would have been utterly
consumed, had not the assi
great.

For if any one will consider how great a thing it is for
one, being a man, and compassed with flesh and blood,
to be enabled to draw nigh to that blessed and pure
nature, he will then clearly see what great honor the
grace of the Spirit has vouchsafed to priests; since by
their agency these rites are celebrated, and others nowise
inferior to these both in respect of our dignity and our
salvation. For they who inhabit the earth and make their
abode there are entrusted with the administration of
things which are in Heaven, and have received an
authority which God has not given to angels or


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Exod.28.html#Exod.28.4
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.iiCor.3.html#iiCor.3.10

archangels.  For it has not been said to them,
—What soever ye shall bi
Heaven, and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be
| oosed i nMaHga vieBitheylwho rule on
earth have indeed authority to bind, but only the body:
whereas this binding lays hold of the soul and penetrates
the heavens; and what priests do here below God ratifies
above, and the Master confirms the sentence of his
servants. For indeed what is it but all manner of
heavenly authority which He has given them when He

says, —Whose sins ye
sins ye

authority could be
commi tted all

see it all put into the hands of these men by the Son. For
they have been conducted to this dignity as if they were
already translated to Heaven, and had transcended
human nature, and were released from the passions to
which we are liable. Moreover, if a king should bestow
this honor upon any of his subjects, authorizing him to
cast into prison whom he pleased and to release them
again, he becomes an object of envy and respect to all
men; but he who has received from God an authority as
much greater as heaven is more precious than earth, and
souls more precious than bodies, seems to some to have
received so small an honor that they are actually able to
imagine that one of those who have been entrusted with
these things will despise the gift. Away with such
madness! For transparent madness it is to despise so
great a dignity, without which it is not possible to obtain
either our own salvation, or the good things which have
been promised to us. For if no one can enter into the
kingdom of Heaven except he be regenerate through
water and the Spirit, and he who does not eat the flesh of
the Lord and drink His blood is excluded from eternal
life, and if all these things are accomplished only by
means of those holy hands, I mean the hands of the
priest, how will any one, without these, be able to
escape the fire of hell, or to win those crowns which are
reserved for the victorious?

These verily are they who are entrusted with the pangs
of spiritual travail and the birth which comes through
baptism: by their means we put on Christ, and are buried
with the Son of God, and become members of that
blessed Head. Wherefore they might not only be more
justly feared by us than rulers and kings, but also be
more honored than parents; since these begat us of blood
and the will of the flesh, but the others are the authors of
our birth from God, even that blessed regeneration
which is the true freedom and the sonship according to
grace. The Jewish priests had authority to release the
body from leprosy, or, rather, not to release it but only to
examine those who were already released, and you

know how much the office of priest was contended for

ratcthat anre. Bet aur firiésts havh @ckived atxleritylioo u n ¢

deal, not with bodily leprosy, but spiritual
uncleanness—not to pronounce it removed after
examination, but actually and absolutely to take it away.
Wherefore they who despise these priests would be far
more accursed than Dathan and his company, and
deserve more severe punishment. For the latter,
although they laid claim to the dignity which did not
belong to them, nevertheless had an excellent opinion

audacity which exceeds that of the others, although
manifested in a contrary way. For there is not an equal
amount of contempt involved in aiming at an honor
which does not pertain to one, and in despising such
great advantages, but the latter exceeds the former as
much as scorn differs from admiration. What soul then
is so sordid as to despise such great advantages? None
whatever, | should say, unless it were one subject to
some demoniacal impulse. For I return once more to the
point from which I started: not in the way of chastising
only, but also in the way of benefiting, God has
bestowed a power on priests greater than that of our
natural parents. The two indeed differ as much as the
present and the future life. For our natural parents
generate us unto this life only, but the others unto that
which is to come. And the former would not be able to
avert death from their offspring, or to repel the assaults
of disease; but these others have often saved a sick soul,
or one which was on the point of perishing, procuring
for some a milder chastisement, and preventing others
from falling altogether, not only by instruction and
admonition, but also by the assistance wrought through
prayers. For not only at the time of regeneration, but
afterwards al so, they
any sick among you?l it
elders of the Church and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the
prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord will raise
him up: and if he has committed sins they shall be
forgivendaime im4dW5 Again: our natural
parents, should their children come into conflict with
any men of high rank and great power in the world, are
unable to profit them: but priests have reconciled, not
rulers and kings, but God Himself when His wrath has
often been provoked against them.

(To read more of the writings of St. John Chrysostom, go

to http://www.chrysostom.org/)

r e nconternihgh i€ yand athis ethey evimcedt Hy ethd ,gread n d
retainJbhey XWhateeagernest with wiect thdly pursued it; but these men,
g r e a twken thet dfifiacnhas tbder IsetRr regtllatede and hag h e r
] uldoghmm 2Bt I treeeivdd Boe gredd @ mevelopment, have displayed an

have


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Matt.18.html#Matt.18.18
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.John.20.html#John.20.23
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.John.5.html#John.5.22
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Jas.5.html#Jas.5.14
http://www.chrysostom.org/

Message from the Diocesan President Lucy Hanna

The primary areas of focus of the Antiochian

Women on all levels are religious programs, Antiochian Women

humanitarian work and the annual project. The a sisterhood serving Christ through serving others

NAB project committee has the responsibility of 2
coordinating the raising of funds from women R S S ke
t hroughout the Archdi etlledCIGIgYFund c
project adopted each .

Wo me nn Project: 2007-2008

Over t 3hSeears| the Artiochian Women have “....provide financial assistance to our retired clergy and their widows
raised over two million dollars towards the funding who are most deserving of your support for their many

and support of many worthwhile endeavors, some of years of faithful and dedicated service to our parishes.”

whlch are the Antiochian Vlllage,.the Semn?ar.lans, S

Continuing Pastoral Education, Missions, :

Orphanages and for the last three years, the Retired Help us reach our goal of $500,000

Clergy Fund.

Our clergy play a pivotal role in our lives. They are
there for us from birth to death. They baptize us,
marry us and bury us. They pray for us and anoint

us when we are sick. Go
show yourself to the priest and make an offering for
your cleansingl. It i t C

miss a birthday celebration of his young child to be
with a parishioner in the hospital or a parishioner in
a crisis.

Our clergy teach us, guide us, hear our confessions
and give us absolution so we may be cured not only
of the diseases of the flesh, but also of those of the

soul. Most of all they feed us the life giving Body “Care for those who care for us.”
and Blood of Christ to our salvation. Gl Vit . ; 47

BAPTISM » CHRISMATION « CONFESSION * THE EUCHARIST « HOLY UNCTION » HOLY ORDERS * MARRIAGE

When the Bishop presents the newly ordained priest
wi t h t he Consecr%telﬂ'ejth()halnu, " c >Scay o . —
this pledge, and preserve it whole and unharmeg/[

. any of our clergy leave behind a lucrative profession in order
;2“Iagz?élljii;[ngr?ﬁ;hrefgfcﬁ:u?}?ethsoeucos:gltagﬁ ?g;j,flaio serve the Lord and His Church. In my diocese alone, the

coming of our great Lord, God and Saviour Jesus iocese of Los Angeles and the West, several such men who had
Chr i Gutpiests also have to give an accounting Served as deacons for several years were elevated to the holy
for every soul that is in their charge. This is an prlesj[hood in the last few months by the laying on of .the hands
awesome responsibility. This is why we must obey of His Grace Bishop JOSEPH. Fr. Steven Hewell (pictured on
them for our own salvation, and theirs. the )amweRoi y carp (PAtha tJ-[ roemb i n -t
’ papweer e ordained during RO 7Fa
For all that, it is incumbent on us to make sure they  at St. Athanasius Church in Sacramento. Fr. George Ajalat was
are provided for, along with their families during  ordained on the Feast of St. Nicholas at St. Nicholas Cathedral
their years of service and in retirement. The Retired  in ] os Angeles
(C;:Ih Z [ Ig )e/ n g (l; 3 d .t I\ﬁegt erzonpggiusl;;heit&gﬁag h ! oné) wer easo elevated to the holy diaconate by
over five years to hel 1S ra m 3 Nast ‘few n&s eacton John (Ronagd)
Which he et®@&8&lIri sthheed cil ers% eaco Ni OE]]I ( evm? Meyers and I?eacon rEhas

Archdi S eseut sub stbaem tfiBAal fat PthBred%n ¢ opposite page).

woul d go br ok.eThier ea aficeWithypanare sscure future in their golden years, many more
retired 1cidewedclergyawived who are  qualified, and pious men would be encouraged to dedicate their

supported by the Fund. lives to this holy calling.



Message from the Spiritual Advisor Fr. David Hovik

Dear Beloved in the Lord:

It is with great pleasure that I address this brief article to you and I look forward to seeing many of you at our upcoming
retreat and Parish Life Conference. Today, four boxes were dropped off on my front porch and to my delight they
contained copies of the new Orthodox Study Bible. This "new" version, of course, contains both the complete Old and
New Testaments.

I encourage each of you to secure a copy and re-commit yourself to the daily reading of Scripture.

The format and the font make the new Study Bible very readable, the iconography is beautiful and the study notes make
this a must-have book. This was a monumental undertaking and it is difficult for us to appreciate the extensive labor that
went into this project. Perhaps we can best show our gratitude to God for bringing this undertaking to completion by
availing ourselves of it. One good Bible reading habit is to read one chapter from the Gospels each day. Begin with St.
Matthew, work your way through St. Mark, St. Luke and St. John and then start again at the beginning of St. Matthew.
We should saturate our minds with the life of Christ. Many of you may not have read I & II Esdras or Tobit or the
Macabees. Here's your chance. Antiochian women are known for many positive things and one of those should be our
love for and knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. May God bless you in your endeavors to further His kingdom.

I n Christ’s Love,
Fr. David

Newly ordained priests Polycarp Whitcomb (left photo) and George Ajalat (rlght photo)
receiving the consecrated Lamb from His Grace Bishop JOSEPH
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The Rt. Rev. Bishop JOSEPH - Diocesan Bishop

JosepWiZ&hl aou
born on
Damascus, Syria to Georgi
and Mathil (Baghdan) Al
Zehlaoui. He received his
elementary education at the
St. John of Damascus and Al
Assiyeh schools in Damascus,
and his secondary education at
Our Lady of Balamand
= Monastery in Koura, Northern
l Lcbanon. He then studied
Philosophy at the
Lebanese University in Beirut

and theology, languages and music at Salonika University

Nb 9 b

On Se ptl @b Grace, Bishop JOSEPH, was
qnthrow%ag the first Bishop of the Holy Diocese of Los
Iégerles and the West by His Eminence, Metropolitan
PHILIP, Primate, and the Local Holy Synod of the Holy
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North
America.

Since His Grace’s
ago, the number of parishes in the Diocese of the West has
almost doubled. May God grant him many years!

V. Rev. David Hovik - Spiritual Advisor

I was born and grew up in Everett,
WA. My father, Gordon, was an
Everett fireman and my mother,
Geraldine, was the assistant director
for the Everett Housing Authority. 1

arrival

in Greece. He is fluent in Arabic, English and Greek. am the middl e ch
Hi s GBiasRop JOSEPH was o] ony t heo rHohifoyt dhrer g r
Di aconate while ainst Deerm bhomaEverett 1HyIy
1 9 7SGbsequently, he was ordained to the Holy attended Everett Community College
Priesthood byaHrsaBehlt |ty £, and was planning ongoing into radio
StMary Cathedr al i n ,DaBHAissC v : e proadeppfing (becoming a DJ). That
el ection to the holSyl9Dah EEehlaves set uppnablinddpfe w Debbie and she
t he consecr at i3l 9 @A she Holy shar gospel with me for the first tinie that I can ever

Cathedral of the Patriarchate in Damascus with the title
—Bi shop of RKiaite @ Daagon, I& ywarveda
parishes in Salonica. As a Priest, he was Dean of St. Mary

recall. After about two months I knelt down and prayed and,
s far as 1 was able, committed my life to following Jesus
htist. After ECC I graduated from Seattle Bible College and

a
h

I
d

t

|
[

hed | ¢ o t hen ; fro Full er . Tlh e opl aosgti ocr
Cathedr a gfran amaseuseeé_vanogel_d_& $minmmtiobnja£§/eashe5|r][vcehde
HolICy oGhsur ch and ot her paryigs hy spr'i%ohh%héb‘lé‘irrpsanod t a
Damaslcu®8n8e pastored the Adpal sQrtghodekabil #&fale samfe reart

l i ving Emgl,amdbd % 8bs sent to Cyprus
to minister to the Arab Orthodox living on the island.

During his clerical ministry, he served as General
Supervisor and Professor of Religious Education at the Al
Assiyeh Orthodox College and supervised the Patriarchal
headquarters in Damascus. Besides being the Patriarchal
Assistant during the past several years, His Grace, Bishop
JOSEPH served as the secretary to the Holy Synod of
Antioch, Editor-in-Chief of the Patriarchal Bulletin and
participated in several theological conferences in Greece,
Texas and Australia.

At t he
Grace was selected by
Januagly9 9o be an Auxiliary Bishop for the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North
America.

8

6 1 / y2ar journey) our entire congregation was received into
the Orthodox Church by Sayidna Joseph. I enrolled in the St.
Stephen's course and was ordained to the diaconate and then
to the priesthood and have been the priest at St. Andrew
Orthodox Chur, VA
have been

chil @génl 8boayasttd ei ght

n

for Aovendtdmr
mBebbie8@2ykaWakKhhdve
.Yedandc

can still chamg@deaomMdsaper
Our children and grandchi,l dr €
so we are dowmblFe bbl@&3S4yemno f

JOSEPH appointed me as the Spiritual Advisor of Antiochian
Women of our Diocese and I have been trying to figure out

requesjiMedof odios i ’Emm'@l‘g"%@e# dinke. Seriously, it really has been a ve
th eﬁjoyaﬁe%)!peYiencegl’(}f el

[ hfd gotteﬁ‘t@ Endw%nfn
of the wonderful ladies in our God-protected Diocese. They
keep trying to teach me a little Arabic and, with God's help,
I'll get it - eventually.
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Lucy Hanna - President

I was born in Cairo, Egypt and grew up
Alexandria where my family moved
when I was one year old. I attended and
graduated from the Sacred Heart School,
a British Catholic school, except for my
sophomore year of high school when I
attended James Al
London, England where my father was a
visiting professor of Organic Chemistry
at the University of London for one year.

I married Dr. Lotfy Hanna right after high school and we
have three children: a son, Fr. Nabil, pastor of St. George
Antiochian Church of Indianapolis, IN and two daughters,
Suzy Hadeed and Mary Thompson. Both our daughters live
in PorAtlllamdir chil dren
they gave us
ted® 1 LM96Me emigrated
Port,aegwhmer e
Chur ©hbr i n g 9ydarh we lived in Portland, I was

to t

active in Antiochian Women, taught Sunday School,
chanted and sahgiiadtthre,c
and served on .tlhie9 7gRar isolor
youngest child ,$t awetnad
studied . fnlMeg barsttaadi ed ,

|l iceas@dwor ked i n t Bé&teafrise
I ret200e6d i n

l 1986 moved to

and attdMadlkdClstr ¢ h ni9 BI%ekeived i

the blessing of Metropolitan Philip to start a mission in the
Riverside area. With the help of many of our wonderful

ar e
nhercegrmandeh

we . Geod rngea /i

ol refelrlgeogr el

Califor®

of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese.

Bonnie attends St. Barnabas Church in Costa Mesa. She has

been very active in the church, becoming the first president of
theB&tnabas Antilonc ha dachi tWoomme nt
served as secretary on the bc
2 0 QPdrish Life Conference in Orange County. She is very

active in her local chapter of Antiochian Women. On the
digcﬁs'an EvielT spesgewed §scrﬁc%rd(i)ng secretary and Co-
coordinator of the Spring Retreat.

Bonnie resides in Huntington Beach and is a sales
representative for a local steel firm. In her free time she loves

to paint and in particular enjoys painting portraits.

Judy Pappoff - Treasurer

Judy has been a member of St. Luke
®rthadox Chuketeit Gakled Grove, £ for

twénhts S$ix years. She teaches Church
8chodl to Sed@rd tindl tBird grailem, is a Holy

1Btead baker, and helps coordinate a once per
month feeding of home
Grove community

j§§§iﬁgé been

g YEars They have  three daughters.

isea Qolqege graduate working with young
ghil&{e{l f\iwt AU isE.hElana is én )1(16{ third year of a five year

¥Mntan architecture program in Los Angeles. Andrea, the
youngest is a junior in High School, plays soccer and is

-

N

marri ed

Californiapwherei patisegti.®edai dulCiona®dmya i

.Puedy i
been i

S
n

a Licensed Marriage
pr i \Valfeags. Sha eajayd bicgleng, f o r
He

. rdening, rollerblading, hiking, sewing and jazzercise.
clergy in Southern I n. e e al i n a
. . : . ewest hobby is learning to play the uKulele. She and her
of f a miulri emi ssi on was 12%9% i,she n

recei ved t Aacred rneawmeOrS3th o d o x
now ¢gr ow8 (amibies.ov e r

On the local level of the Antiochian Women, I have served
as President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary. On
the Regional/diocesan level, I have served as President, Vice
President, Secretary, Religious Coordinator, Retreat
Coordinator and Cultural Coordinator. On the NAB level 1
have served as PR Director and Religious Coordinator. I am
currently the NAB PR Director again and publisher of this
newsletter.

Bonnie Carver - Vice President

Bonnie is a native Californian, born and
raised in the Los Angeles area. As a
child she was confirmed in the Lutheran
church. Later, when she moved to the

and love to spend tlélr-e irfﬁthe National Parks, especially
Yosemite and Sequoia where they cross country ski and snow
shoe.

Georgette Malouf - Recording Secretary

The Orthodox Church and church
community have been a part of my life

as long as I can remember. 1 grew up

singing in the choir, teaching Church

School and being very active in SOYO

and eventually the Ladies. Being active

in my local church, St. Nicholas in Los
Angellesad me , havemea
wonder ful, afnrdi erd e ht p
mar ry my B dysa, &d Maloud. f We have three
children - Christian, Natalie, and Lauren.

Orange Co, usrhtey aat rt edavag forgmategenough to stay home with the kids as they
small home chur ch Werpgopipgyn Wheytheysigrtedrallgge pegan working
This home <chur cho ayanselemgniary schpgl officq, g the Special Education
churches which werCeordiRapipo wn as the EOC

(Evangelical Or.t Ihrorthaexheld $1MbfMidesCakti many coordinator positions in the

Febr ualroy8thie farge group of Antiochian Women of the Western Diocese. I have also been
churches were converted in mass to Orthodoxy becoming part  active and held positions on the NAB level.
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Melinda Bentz - Public Relations Director

I was born in St. Louis, Missouri and lived in

Cali florquiamaduat ed
Uni vet 8 dwithya BA in Psychology
and Sociology and I work as a
Pharmaceutical Representative for a global
Pharmaceutical company. 1 grew up the
oldest of six child

Or 8

My
beautiful girls: Brigette, Ginger, and Brittany. He introduced

husBialnld,iBend zcr adl e

me to Orthodoxy. [ was Chrismated by Fr. Stephen Hardy
(memory eternal), after Bill and I were married. All my
young adult and adult life I had questions about Protestantism
and Catholicism theology and perspective on the relationship
bet ween God and man. I
church disappeared and had to be re-created by Martin Luther
and John Wesley. At one point I was even in dialogue with a
Jewish Rabbi trying to make sense of when (if) God changed
his mind about how he wanted to be worshipped. The
Protestant form of worship confused me because it was so
person oriented instead of God oriented.

On the local parish level, I have been the President and
Secretary of my Pari sh’.sl
cur r e n tl' gyade BuedaySdhool, sing in the choir and

Mi s s,cCwrlio,rlald ai Maori ysl angami
from

d iHad 1t

serve as the Secretary for the Parish Council. 1
unofficially the Parish

am
phot c

t%ﬁ]agib - In%medf\?te Past President
I Ve azar ene

[ was bor nAriinz afitho enoiv>e
to Calbmbot hish | laaee att
StNi chol as Orthodox Ca

abobwytear.sl ommedt myGrheghb:
2@ hMared r e eniddriziyes ch @ivre t
6hi WSupgBPeacon ade &lh Re l
who is in his. Biekckond
Ort hodox Seminar,yandn
Ga b ra gg&aDwho sells cell phones at the
Burbank mall for T-Mobile, and is pondering his future. We

live in Burbank, California, and I teach preschool at Laurel
Elar d &/r sGhal nl dd hvproyd .tTedt taes g
School 3ymadmaed Ipabavdc
me mber of our Antiochian Wor
197derving i n mawnryr ecnadaciad e
Women.IRepbeen involved Iwi%4dh
serving different offices, and [ am serving my first term on the

NAB Board as Humanitarian Coordinator. 1 am also a
member of the Metropolitan Los Angeles IOCC Committee.

gn éns enslga;(r?c;{:‘:ixﬁei - ganha - (i)kertn tg trr]ayelé coolé, ﬁe%(li,pretla% ,

Sunday

THE COORDINATORS

Mary Patty Holley - Corresponding Secretary

I was born in Pennsylvania and raised in the
Baptist Church. 1 had the opportunity of
working so that my husband, Dn. Stephen
Holley, could graduate from Philadelphia
College of the Bible and then get his
Masters degree at

Hat f,iPelndi s y IWea nriec e i
gift of

Jepht hah
returned that
we moved across the country to California and have been in
the same house since. After many disappointing years in the
Baptist Church we knew that it was time to look for a new
Church. We were invited to attend St. Michael Orthodox
Church in
church i mmediately
3 weeks I realized that I had never been in any church like this
and that I wanted to worship with this group of Christians. [

Bavildit a

beca#miive g hp ar e

gi ft3B80kKi98

WhittMer hwsband F‘lFé'«\ﬁ{%
anmd tleme tt % §

Widad Tarazi - Membership

I was born in Ramallah, Palestine, raised

and lived in Jerusalem till 1 immigrated

with my husband and three of my five
children, to the USA. 1 studied at The
Friends Girl s ,Scnhdo odt
Th i.qt’'ss_ Girls C
4 (e eSr%in(\i/Z]@ rf{{wbi cBe tgameé ai n
i rrglere I enrolled at The Beauty College in

b e i gglﬂlg Pé'll'k. Qléhough I graduated with

\'

(o]

ft

gx%eiharge, ! thi,ved neyer, pr%mt(ij{:e;d Cpﬁofessionally. The

majority of my life has
youngest
wor Kk
one of the most beautiful professions I can relate to.

een as a home maker. When my
enteredthdigbdd seaoby
wi t Bt @& yedrsloflapeennpreschool. This is
My
ocal par
the Redee
esemPr éswvd
served o

t he |

HRQ%i
and

ti
ST
ntendent
of year s

uper.
umber

am very active in the Church where I have held the office of t h @years as the Chairperson.

President and Treasur er ofMydhuband #ud Itafe oecy hadtive im thi\dumk. nl 'begamec h a p
and I am now serving on our Parish Council. I have always very much involved with the
worked in the Medical field. I have held the position of ser ved on the boardendi mgngs

supervisor in the
in Full er tbgears. f O

Admi ssi oRirse Die@aAOEheniact rewaading tiBn to dnel id that Ho s
t he | ast everything [ have done is for the Glory of God and our Savior
Jesus Christ.
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Joy Corey - Religious I have served as ladies president for several years at St.

Joy Corey is a gradgg?glgr%lfamt'@hassétStegtepdheY]a b ou.

Course of Orthodox Theological Studies and Sch and 8Ye E’ Chu
Currently I attend St. James Mission in Anaheim, CA. I am an
is one of few women to have completed these

Deaconate  studies She has been active member of the AW, Bible Bowl Coach and chant with

instrument al in fo g"‘ ofr. nlngawe igplphed ¥°¥lt}héﬂb&e 5tydy and Teen
Churchas i n . LCaAn carsd member of St. Nicholas Camp.

ot her i n, I IE)d:SOtr Freol r3e® Omtshitathe church, I am a freelance paralegal and a California

years she taught Sunday School, and is notary public (mobile), working with several attorneys in the
currently Superintendent o fmmigritien, p@sonal injork, civl, bankouptdy and familySlaw.  J ¢
Post Falls, ID. Joy served as Youth Director, Bible Bowl fields. I am a Charter Oak High School Representative for

Coach, Bible Study Teacher as well as having served on the Covina School District, and a volunteer there as interpreter,

Parish Council of the four churches she has been a memberof. Ar a/Bnglli shove to travel and
She has conducted retreats on Spiritual Warfare and hasbeen awar ded a ¢ ha mp iloAeassbld ip Kuwdite n |
invited as guest speaker a City.dajuyeisitmd othdMmristesradd meetihgenawpeoplen O t
Churches in California and around the Northwest.

Laurie Olson - Spring Retreat

| was bor n, CiAn alnydn woai ovd
Bewne B bili@eatsqld dhpnang t w
moved to Orange County where I still live.
I spent my freshman year at Westmont
College in Santa Barbara and then
transferred to Cal State Long Beach,
graduating with a B.S. degree in Medical

) Microbiology. I was raised as an
For almost twelve years now, Joy has also been leading a evangelical  Pr oteFta and was_ quite

Spiritual Circle at t heTICih, dahc

group has studied boovksd u 1%Jaélvgdnnm§g}]1?cht %ﬁ II(I)yOlHP dadultqilfenltS

anae, St . John of Kronsta to nS Ig \tNHé‘ % gSatlt

Theophan the Recluse’s boonéone r%arle@wewenttt% o}nblaySO?a erlcaasf D
¢ GIombi?

Salvation, St. ,SI,I ouan, mlsswna Vmespenlft%uryearsm%antal\%
Ascent and many, many others of this caliber. as church planters and then

The Word magazine is home for several of her articles,and t 0 mi ni st eai tiyn dfh.eb d D@ wefen a
she is currently waiting for the publication of her book by chrismated at St. Barnabas Church in Costa Mesa, CA. Later
Light and Life Publ i s hi n gwe tiansferred+td $t. NicholaoCathedral whefe we &ped thed t u a

Three years ago, Joy founded the first Orthodox Prison
Ministry in Northern Idaho where she teaches about the
Orthodox Christian Faith s
weebBhe s pe B6B®ursier wetk with the inmates
and is sometimes joined by Ed Mattmiller from her parish
which enables her to minister to men as well. They have
given away hundreds of Orthodox Study Bibles which has
become the most popular bible in Kootenai County Jail.

War fare. |l Her Dbook i s ant Hispanjge eohgeeghtiont and Ronewasr orldinedalsacendby thea t e
closer to Christmas. Her most recent article in The Word was name of Dn. Paul. We have three daughters.
printed in the December issue, Antiochian Women’'s sect

and ent i tAtetdi t—lTchees Boef a S e rJeaung Beyelt - Scholarship/Humanitarian

I was born @R 1l Blefpt en
Oshkosh, WI where I grew up. 1 was raised

as an Episcopalian. After graduating from

Nur se’ s, |t rmaairnriinegd Ma r \
and did Ilittle nursin
rai se myWef ahdsebdo yGh u,c k

Jadkb and MDawkd moved
California wher e I r
traimpasnged the Californi.anBo:
l9™Marvin padPaeddawaggnoniy be

On the diocesan level Joy has also served as Humanitarian
Coordinator. For many years, she also served as Western
Region Stewardship Coordinator along with Andy Nassir.
During this time, she gave many Stewardship Workshops.

Joy is a grandmother of seven - three girls and four boys. She
had two sons, but lost her son Douglas seventeen years ago at
the age of twenty-three. After the loss of her beloved son and
the marriage of her younger son Tony, she moved from
Southern California to Northern Idaho where she has resided
with her husband Ed for the last sixteen years.

my sole responsibility t.o pro
Mirna Shomali - NAB Project Throughout 4bbgsyaatendbkt ch
My family is from Beit-Sahour, Bethlehem, @ N d wer e. latl twas biolys&feraiyargf o f
Palestine but | was SwdyipgPrthadaxy that ljoined gheiOrthogpx Gausely Since

a daughtérief,Goido maeldpn I havp keen very active on the local, regional and NAB
so,mnd bl es3xend |, wive h glgvels| Ighas been my faith that has given me the strength to

and opMeurh GegMlaéd 83 nd M¢saiyzn with my obligations all this time. I am still active in
15We i mmi gr at edl 9909 t puesing Joang relipf pyork for others when needed.
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North American Board

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Women of North America

All articles for the DIAKONIA are due the first of the month PRIOR to the month of
publication. The schedule of publication is as follows:

Diocese Date of Publication Date Due
1 |NAB Board Sept e2ndble7r |Done ¢
2 | Diocese of Charleston, Oakland, and the Mid-Atlantic [De ¢ e @0elir7 |No v e mip2e0r0

and the Diocese of New York and Washington, D.C.

To ensure publication
in the next issue,
please submit your

news and articles by

\ this date.

3 | Diocese of Los Angeles and the West and the Diocese [Ma r 2 & & 8 Febr12a0§ct
of Eagle River and the Northwest

4 | Diocese of Miami and the Southeast Jukgéeos Ma¢,2 00 8

5 | Diocese of Ottawa, Eastern Canada and Upstate NY |Se pt e2ndb0e8r |[Aug 1,210 0 8

6 |Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest Dece 20eDr8 |[No v e mMip2e0r0

7 |Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America Mar2z®09 Febr120¢

8 | Diocese of Worcester and New England Jugaeono9 Ma {¢,2009




